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Caring for mum
with dementia
drove entrepreneur
to raise funds

for the cause

Having cared daily for her mother
who had dementia until her death
in 2019, entreprencur Esther Ho
understands the difficulties and
challenges faced by caregivers
like her.

“It took a lot of effort, patience
and love for the family to look af-
ter her. My mother had memory
loss and we used old photos to jog
her memory. There was a lot of
communication. | challenged her
by talking... about things that |
knew would confuse her” said Ms
Ho, 58, eyes brimming with tears.

After her mother died, Ms Ho,
who founded fine jewellery bou-
tique MUS Zenith Affair (MUS.za)
in 2005, wanted to do something
meaningtul in her memory. It was
then that she discovered Demen-
tia Singapore

“Seeing the work it does for
both the elderly living with de-
mentia and their caregivers, | de-
cided to help raise funds for the
organisation,” she said.

Even when the Covid-19 pan-
demic hit in 2020, Ms Ho did not
hesitate in kick-starting MUS.za's
first fund-raising initiative ftor
Dementia  Singapore.  MUS.za
raised $100,000 that year and
$133,000 in 2021,

In 2022, through a charity auc-
tion gala dinner, the kitty grew to
$210,000. MUS.za also continued
to raise funds for Dementia Singa-
pore by donating proceeds from
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all storewide sales in November
that year,

For her efforts, MUS. za was pre-
sented with the Agency for Inte-
grated Care (AIC) Friends of Com-
munity Care (FOCC) Award at
AIC's Community Care Work Plan
Seminar, held at Sands Expo and
Convention Centre on Monday.

Health Minister Ong Ye Kung
presented the awards to 13 reci-
pients, including CapitalLand
Hope Foundation (CHF) and
Deutsche Bank.

CHF committed more than $5
million to support seniors to age
in place in the community
through various initiatives, bene-

fiting more than 80,000 seniors
in  Singapore. It contributed
$400000 to build Touch-
point@AMK 433, an Active Age-
ing Centre by Touch Community
Services.

Deutsche Bank contributed
cash and in-kind donations, and
gave close to 400 volunteering

hours to HCA Hospice since 2020,

The FOCC Awards, introduced
by AIC in 2020, recognise the con-
tribution of partners outside the
community care sector for their
steadfast support to enable se-
niors to live well and age graceful-

ly.
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