Media: The Straits Times
Date: 23 February 2024
Page: A18
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JESOH GUAH

Gardens by the Bay set to
bloom as place of inclusivity

Plans include a quiet hour for visitors with
autism, sensory trails for visually impaired

Theiam Wen Li

Mandens: by the oy i ust En he-

such ax
peaple with autism and an i
sive piayground for chidren

Starting fram the seco lnl|1|lmrvr
af 2024, the Flower Dome wil
open an hour eardier on the last
Saturday of every other month, to
acoommodate the needs of visibors
withi aatismn, During this hour
om 8an: to Sam. mvasic and an-
nourcements will be muted.

The Gardems has also worked
withh the Ministry of Social and
Family Development to develop 2
1500 sg e playgreand tec chil-
drem, inchuding these with disabil-
ities. The pew plavground at the
Active Lardem commuety space is

attended the sve

From Diteiner, proplewith visal
impairment can expect to enjoy
sensory trils in Flower Dome and
the cortdoor pardens, developed to-
pethier with the Smpapore Associa-
tioes of the Visually Hamdicapped
(=AY

Corptucted by trained Gardens
by the Bay voluntears, participards
AN eXpErience mature using ther
oiber s=nses and discover plants
wrh mteresting cextures. shapes,
sizes and soends.

This cpens up a whole new world
to the visually impairsd, saod Mr
Faiz Selamat, execotre director of
SAVH, who hopes that other at
tractions woald follow cheir foot
steps.

7 i i o s
fooe mriale: and light shewe Garren
NMhapeady, which takes place every
night at T45pm arsd 845pm

The Gardens has also mapped
ot emiversal access moutes for
wheelchair users to move aroand
easily within f= premises, in col-
laboration  with the  Singapore
Land Authority (5LA) amd 50 En-
akble. Im this pilot initiative, data r=—
lating to barrier-free routes were
collected amd mapped, amd will
evepmually be added to the Ome-
Map app 25 am addittonal mode of
wpfindmg.

some of these instiatves will be
for beeefictaries of panteer socsl
servics egenckes frst, belore even

e with dementin, and their ca-
]

Etforts inchude raising mware-
s bl @ pew commumiby en-
pazEment programome within the
Crardens for semions to enjoy cuz
ed activity sessioms like making
terrariums and visits to Flower
Doone, as well as pilobng a rew
becticohusal therapy programme
at rrarsing homes tor residents

Bir Loh said that Garders b the
Bay also almys to be an mclushee
empdayer.

“Partnering  with
soumoe Cemvtre (ARC), we himed our
tirst batch ot special e ds individ
uals a5 borticutiural assistanes this
year after 2 peniod of traming. Our
mew collagues will be working
alongside e horticulturists mthe
care and mainte gance of te Gar
dens” he sald

Expcutive directar of ARC Jaoe
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