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éDrag artist takes after seamstress grandmother

Shawn Hoo

i Far Singaporean drag artist Opera
[ Tang 29, a  seven-decades-old
. Singer sewing machine handed
: down from ber 93-year-old grand-
: mather stitched a precious bond
: berween them,

o “She lkes sesing me contine
: with the skills she practised when
i she was younger” says Tang,
: whose preferred pronoun is shey’
¢ ber, She grew eloser tw her mater-
nal grandmother about five years
: agn, after she

o the fortmer senmstsn
i Madam Martha Ly, & small bt
i spritely  Teochew  Peranakan
{ wornan, has eared for Tang and her
. four siblings under one rool sines
D they were horme They still live
¢ together.

. The anly one out of her sblings
: wha did not go to schaol, Madam
: Lau declares proudly in Teochew:
: VIm the past, we dide’t formally
: lrarn our erall — we were all sell-

ta'us&t
narme-drops that she wsed 1o
¢ tailor elothes for the late Minister
: lawrpepsife Kwa Genk Choo at
?mEmﬂd}Hﬂshimre

i she worked in

. Baby Queen (2022), and she s 4
- regular at various clubs
£ anid bars.

i She believes that she has inher-
: ted her grandmother’s self=starter
: upril in execuling her own oos—
£ tume designs, often inspined by lo=
& eal onography sach as the mosabe

i Eltnhtrm:dmﬂthhﬂysm
© is more o (Tepchew for cals
© eulative) perfection in her
i The arthritis in Madam Lau's
{ hands has made working on a sew=
¢ ing machine more diffieult, bat ghe
¢ does not hesitate to praise Tang as

;o good .

i Tangj that every session is
: “a consultation that she can® run
: away from”, but her

i seems more than pleased o teach
¢ Tang the wricks of her old trade.

: With Tang now accepiing Come
i missbonz for custom-made  oos-
tumes from private customers,
¢ grandmother and grandehild ane

She likes seeing me continue
with the skills she practised

when she was younger.

,’

DPERA TAMG B=i1) wha paked
up sewing fram her b

practically ent from the same
cloth,

Madam Lauz once made her

daughter's wedding dresaes, and
Tang is now making a whddm;
dress for her sister with the help of
their grandmather.
Asked which of her nine grand=
children she feals closest o, Mad-
am Lau is sharp to say she does
not play favouarites, But Tang, who
performs at night and thersfone
spends most of the day with her
r in their seven-room
HIME flat i the north, jokes: “Desp
in ooy busart, T kmoaw iU me”
While Madam Lan is in great
shape for ber age — she atill cooks
fior the entire family of gight =a re=
cent bout of feod potsoning and &
haspitalisation scare has made
Tamg more conscious abont how to

better care for her grandmother,

“1 realized then ghe iz ald,
even though she i still so able”
says Tang, who helped Madam Lau
with basic activities like putting on
her elothes when she waz L

Tang = a formear Chinese dancer,
gymnast and wusha athlete = alzo
tangghil the elderly woman basic ex—
ercise moves inchading squats to
improwe her mobility, which Mad-
am Lan now does daily

An upeoming [amily vacatbon o
a faraway destination will beave
Madam Law home alome for long
stretehes in the day, but Tang
e to still e in vowel fromm a dis-
tance, The family is acquiring a
walking robot=cum=cansera which
ean send audio messages 1o be a
digital companion for Madam Lau
when they are away

*It is only through drag that I've

clozer to her 2ays T
mﬁaﬂm Lau, who has :B:;u 'l“::i
im dirag, says she is a

Pood pertormer. what 1 lke 5
that this is her interest. Ah ma is
very chin chal (Teochew for easy-

Tm.g.and Madam Lau both ap-
pear in the documentary Baby
CQueen., Madam Lau, who some-

Drag artist Opera
Tamg, 29, bearmt
1o aew, cook and
speak Teochew
e her

W=y anmcld
granamother
Martha Law 5T
PHOTDE CHOMG
AN LG

times gets recognized by filmgoers
nrl'nll:;':ttr: d#ng'unﬁ-lmuﬂa,
relishes the minar one=screen atten-
wion.

“I'm famous,” Madam Lau says
with a beam.

Tang, who says it is not common
for artizts to have auch
mpgla:fﬁ-nm their p'andpnrzﬂ,
adds: “T'm super blessed. A ot of
drag queens cannat even do their
make=ap at home,”

On the dividends of spending
minre time with her grandmother
and what that has ta heer,
:ayx"ﬂthsnm;;ftmm
ty o her family and shows love
duw.gh actions  rather  than

Lﬂu mioat Avjan
Madam Lau is not prone to dramats
ie words of affeetion. But in one
moment during the interview, as
the two gather by the Singer
sewing e, Madam Lau turns
to Tang and zays in her Teocheaw-
asooenled Enghish °T bove you”

“It's the everyday things, it's the
quibet and constant sapport. That's
all 1 need Fom her” Tang saps,
fighting back tears. “I hope [ean be
that person for someone else as
well
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