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US adult smokers 

33,000,000+
Half may be interested in lower risk alternatives 

RIGHT NOW

Any path forward on harm reduction CANNOT  LEAVE THEM BEHIND

2Source: Altria Client Services LLC Adult Tobacco Consumer Tracker (ALCS ATCT) Age 21 or older



– Former FDA Commissioner Gottlieb

We must acknowledge that there’s a 
continuum of risk for nicotine delivery. 

That continuum ranges from combustible 
cigarettes at one end, to medicinal 

nicotine products at the other.

3https://www.fda.gov/news-events/speeches-fda-officials/protecting-american-families-comprehensive-approach-nicotine-and-tobacco-06282017



Manufacturers must scientifically 
demonstrate harm reduction

CONGRESS:
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PATH FORWARD 
Each stakeholder fulfilling their role in a system 
that fairly explores the science of tobacco harm 

reduction from all interested parties and supports 
a rigorous product scrutiny by FDA to responsibly 

shape the adult consumer marketplace

7



Responsibly lead 
the transition of adult smokers to a 

SMOKE-FREE
FUTURE
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PROPOSED PRODUCT 
STANDARDS FOR 
REDUCED RISK 

TOBACCO PRODUCTS IN 
THE UNITED STATES

Prepared by Altria Client Services, LLC

March 16, 2021
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TUESDAY MORNING, 
August 31, 2021 
8:30 AM
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The only products that will 
successfully transition adult 

smokers who can’t or won’t quit to a 
smoke free alternative are ones 
that are appealing and that they 

actually want to use
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The FDA may withdraw a marketing order 
if it, among other reasons, determines 

that the continued marketing of a product 
is no longer appropriate for the protection 
of the public health, such as if there is an 

uptake of the product by youth.

15https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-permits-sale-iqos-tobacco-heating-system-through-premarket-tobacco-product-application-pathway



https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-permits-sale-iqos-
tobacco-heating-system-through-premarket-tobacco-product-application-pathway

Despite FDA’s conclusions 
manufacturers are prohibited 

from offering menthol 
versions of these products in 

some stores, undermining 
harm reduction efforts

16



Clear need for improved communication of scientific facts

NICOTINE MISPERCEPTIONS
Could result in smokers rejecting smoke-free alternatives

INCORRECTLY believed, or were 
unsure, that nicotine was the main 

cause of cancer in cigarettes

73%
CONSUMERS

“Strongly agreed” nicotine directly 
contributes to the development of 
cardiovascular disease, COPD and 

cancer

>80%
PHYSICIANS

2016 Health Information National Trends Survey Steinberg, M.B., Bover Manderski, M.T., Wackowski, O.A. et 
al. Nicotine Risk Misperception Among US Physicians. J GEN 

INTERN MED (2020). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11606-020-06172-8.
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– Former FDA Commissioner Gottlieb and CTP Director Zeller

Nicotine, though not benign, 
is not directly responsible for the 

tobacco-caused cancer, lung disease, 
and heart disease that kill hundreds of 

thousands of Americans each year

18https://www.fda.gov/tobacco-products/health-information/nicotine-addictive-chemical-tobacco-products



Factual scientific 
information from trusted 

sources must be 
made available to 

adult tobacco consumers
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EQUITABLE
HARM REDUCTION
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We aim to continue to 
earn trust through the 
strength of our science 
and demonstrated 
commitment to adult 
smoker transition to 
smoke-free products 
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Responsibly lead 
the transition of adult smokers to a 
NONCOMBUSTIBLE

FUTURE

US adult smokers 

33,000,000+

22Source: Altria Client Services LLC Adult Tobacco Consumer Tracker (ALCS ATCT) Age 21 or older
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