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Cosponsor the No Surprises Act Enforcement Act
Background
In 2020, Congress enacted the No Surprises Act (NSA) to protect patients from unexpected out of network surprise medical bills. The NSA takes the patient out of the middle by establishing an independent dispute resolution (IDR) process for insurers and providers to settle payment disputes and requires payment to the winning party within 30 days of an IDR determination.
While the NSA has been successful at maintaining patient protections, additional safeguards are necessary to strengthen compliance by health insurers. Reports of insurers failing to pay arbitration awards are commonplace. In some instances, payment is delayed or outright withheld, despite clear statutory requirements to pay within 30 days.
Issue
The NSA’s payment provisions are being undermined by insurers that fail to comply with final rulings from the IDR process. This lack of accountability places radiology and other hospital‑based practices in financial jeopardy and ultimately impacts physician recruitment and preservation of the workforce— threatening patient access to care. These barriers run counter to the intent of the NSA itself and reinforce the need for oversight and enforcement.
Legislative Solution
The No Surprises Act Enforcement Act (NSAEA, H.R. 4710/S. 2420) was introduced in both the House and Senate to strengthen the NSA by adding meaningful consequences when insurers ignore the law. Specifically, the legislation would impose financial penalties—three times the difference between the insurer’s initial payment and the IDR entities’ ruling per claim, plus interest—on health plans that fail to pay providers within the mandated timeframe following an IDR decision. It also increases transparency in reporting requirements by HHS to Congress. These enforcement mechanisms do not alter patient protections or increase out‑of‑pocket costs, but instead ensure that the arbitration system functions as Congress intended. 
The bipartisan House legislation was introduced by Reps. Murphy, MD (R-NC), Panetta (D-CA), Joyce, MD (R-PA), Schrier, MD (D-WA), Onder, MD (R-MO) and Ruiz, MD (D-CA). The bipartisan Senate companion was introduced by Sens. Marshall, MD (R-KS) and Bennett (D-CO).
By closing enforcement loopholes, the NSAEA would restore balance to the NSA framework, deter bad‑faith behavior by payers, and reinforce the NSA’s credibility for both patients and providers. 
House & Senate Requests
· Please cosponsor H.R. 4710, the No Surprises Act Enforcement Act.
· Please cosponsor S. 2420, the No Surprises Act Enforcement Act.
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