
ILO: Pleura



Introduction

Section 3



Pleural Abnormalities

• Pleural plaques

–Localized pleural thickening

–Asbestos related

• Diffuse pleural thickening

–Costophrenic sulcus obliteration

–Not necessarily related to 

occupational lung disease



Pleural Plaques

• Usually arise from parietal 

pleura

• Hyaline collagen

• Acellular or paucicellular

• Not premalignant lesions
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Diffuse Pleural Thickening

• Typically refers to visceral pleural 

thickening

• ILO classification requires 

costophrenic sulcus obliteration and 

thickening in continuity with sulcus

• Visible apical pleura should not be 

scored (obligatory symbol at)



Diffuse Pleural Thickening

• Causes

–Asbestos

–Infection (empyema)

–Trauma (hemothorax)

–Surgery or instrumentation

–Connective tissue disease

–Radiation



Costophrenic Sulcus
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Diffuse Pleural Thickening
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Plaque would also be scored

at would be selected under obligatory symbols

X X



Intercostal Muscles



Extrapleural Fat



Extrapleural Fat



Muscle Slip
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