
Neck Nodes

No abnormal 
nodes

1: Routine 
surveillance

Residual, new, or 
enlarging node

No new 
necrosis or 

ENE features1

Hypoenhancing, 
no FDG uptake

1: Routine 
surveillance

Heterogeneous 
enhancement, 

mild/mod FDG uptake2

2: Short f/u

Intense FDG 
uptake

New necrosis 
or ENE

features

3: Biopsy

Definite 
nodal 

recurrence3

4: Treatment of 
disease with or 
without biopsy

3: Biopsy

1 Treated pathologic nodes can have central hypoenhancement/rim enhancement/necrosis, and are scored NI-RADS 1 if there is no FDG uptake.
2 Any discordance between PET and MRI if PET or PET/MR is available is rendered NIRADS 2. 
3 Based on pathologic confirmation or definitive radiologic progression. Biopsies may be needed so that patients can enroll in a trial or otherwise continue with

treatment. 
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