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Better Pediatric Reference Intervals

What Are Pediatric Reference Intervals (PRIs)?

When a healthcare provider orders a blood test for a child, they compare the results to a
‘reference interval.” This is a range of numbers that shows what's normal for a healthy child.
These intervals help doctors decide if a child’s test result is normal or if there’s a problem that

needs attention.

Why Are Accurate PRIs Important?
e Children are not just small adults. Their normal test values change as they grow.
e PRIs vary at different ages and developmental stages.
e Without accurate PRIs, doctors risk misdiagnosing conditions, potentially harming

children.
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challenging due to the difficulty of collecting blood
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The infrastructure for advancing this effort is already in place

e The CDC's congressional justification outlines that its Environmental Health
Laboratory is prepared to launch and oversee this critical initiative with $10
million in dedicated funding.

Congress has repeatedly recognized the need to improve PRIs in report language

FY26 Senate LHHS Committee Report:

Pediatric Reference Intervals.—The Committee encourages CDC to initiate efforts to
improve the accuracy of pediatric reference intervals

FY26 House LHHS Committee Report:

Pediatric Reference Intervals.—The Committee supports CDC’s work to ensure the
reliable diagnosis and treatment of children in a cost-effective manner. A 2022 CDC
study found that many reference intervals used for children do not accurately reflect
the biology of child development. The Committee encourages CDC to develop
pediatric reference intervals and directs the CDC to include information on the
funding needed for this activity as part of the fiscal year 2027 congressional

justification.
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