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Better Pediatric Reference Intervals

When diagnosing a patient, healthcare providers compare laboratory test results to a
reference interval—a range of numbers that represents normal values for a healthy child

e Reference intervals determine whether a blood test value is normal

e Intervals change throughout life

e Reference intervals in children are different from those in adults
e Intervals vary at different developmental stages
Jg e Pediatric laboratory professionals strive to provide
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intervals is hindered by the limited access to blood
samples from healthy children.

Congress has repeatedly recognized the need to improve PRIs in report language

Senate LHHS Committee Report:
The committee encourages CDC to initiate efforts to improve the accuracy of

pediatric reference intervals. CDC is directed to include an estimate of the costs
associated with developing pediatric reference intervals in the fiscal year 2027 CJ.

House LHHS Committee Report:

Pediatric Reference Intervals.—The Committee supports CDC’s work to ensure the
reliable diagnosis and treatment of children in a cost-effective manner. A 2022 CDC
study found that many reference intervals used for children do not accurately reflect
the biology of child development. The Committee encourages CDC to develop
pediatric reference intervals and directs the CDC to include information on the
funding needed for this activity as part of the fiscal year 2027 congressional

justification.

The infrastructure for advancing this effort is already in place. CDC responded
to Congress stating that its Environmental Health Laboratory would need an
additional $10 million to initiate and coordinate this vital work.

ADLM and its partners call on Congress to provide this funding
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