ADLM High School Speaker Series
Local Section Guide: Routes, Options, and Logistics
Purpose of the series: 
· To raise awareness of careers in Medical Laboratory Science and spark interest among high school students by introducing them to real-world lab professionals and the impact of laboratory medicine. 
Engagement routes: 
1. Classroom presentation
· Ideal for: Science, health, or career/college prep classes

a. Steps:
i. Identify and reach out to key contacts:
· Contact a high school teacher or counselor to propose a 45-60 minute in-class visit. Include a short program overview and speaker bios. 
· Schedule and confirm all logistics of the visit (e.g., date/time, class size, technology needs).
ii. Prepare your presentation:
· Use the ADLM high school speaker series presentation template as a framework but customize slides to reflect your own journey and local relevance (e.g., nearby labs, training programs). 
· If possible, incorporate an interactive element like a Kahoot quiz, discussion prompt, or mini case study activity.  
· Bring a student or early-career professional to make the content more relatable and offer a peer perspective. 
iii. After the presentation:
· Follow up with teachers and/or guidance counselors to thank them and gather feedback. 
· Leave behind resources (flyers, sign-up sheets, QR codes)
 
b. ADLM provided resources:
i. Slide deck template
ii. “Day in the life” videos
iii. Career path handouts and flyers

2. High School Science Fair 
· Ideal for: Schools hosting a science fair with student projects or showcases

a. Steps:
i. Reserve a booth/table in advance
· Reach out to the event organizer early; ask about booth logistics (table size, electricity, cost, etc.) 
ii. Prepare your booth materials
· Flyers, mini slide deck
iii. Engage with students
· Be prepared to answer questions about educational pathways, job types, and pay scales. 
· Encourage students to consider internships, summer programs, or job shadowing. 

b. ADLM provided resources: 
i. Science fair mini slide deck template
ii. Career path handouts and flyers


3. Career Fair
a. Ideal for: School-wide or district-wide career expos with multiple organizations
b. Steps:
i. Register and confirm event details
· Coordinate with school or district event organizers 
· Learn the audience
ii. Prepare your display materials
· Prepare a quick and clear “elevator pitch” to explain what clinical lab professionals do and why it matters. 
· Use the career fair mini deck or flyer
· Display a looping video or slide show
· Consider bringing lab tools (pipettes, tubes, PPE, etc.) for visual appeal 

c. ADLM provided resources:
i. Elevator pitch template
ii. Career path handouts and flyers
iii. Looping slides/”day in the life” video

Logistics checklist for all options: 
· Coordinate with school or event staff early (4-6 weeks ahead of time)
· Choose speakers (ideally a mix of professionals and students/early-career voices)
· Request materials from ADLM at least 2 weeks in advance



[bookmark: _Hlk196824853]Funding: 
· ADLM will make a $500 grant per Local Section for ADLM’s fiscal year 2027 (April 1, 2026 – March 31, 2027) to support costs related to organizing and participating in High School Speaker Series events. Eligible activities include, but are not limited to, classroom presentations, science fairs, and career fairs, as outlined in this guide. Each Local Section may determine how to best use the funding to support their outreach efforts. 

· Funding is provided to the Local Section after the event. To receive funding: 
· Plan and participate in your High School Speaker Series event. 
· Share a brief post with at least one photo and description of your event on the Open Forum Artery page and your Local Section’s Artery page. Additionally, share a post on a public social media account, tagging ADLM, with clear indication that an educational component and/or awareness of ADLM was communicated as part of the event, along with the estimated attendance. 
· Local Sections will also be asked to provide information on their outreach efforts in their yearly annual report. 

· Local Sections may request additional funding beyond the $500 base amount if needed for larger events, expanded outreach, or unique opportunities. To request additional funding:
· Contact the ADLM Membership team in advance of your event. Include a brief description of your event and its expected impact. 
· ADLM will review your request and respond with next steps or approval for additional funding.  
