
Breast Cancer 
Screening (BCS-E)  
Effectiveness of Care HEDIS® Measure

Measure Description
The percentage of persons 50–74 years of age who were recommended for routine breast 
cancer screening and had a mammogram to screen for breast cancer.  
 
Compliance: 
One or more mammograms any time on or between October 1 two years prior to the 
measurement year and December 31 of the measurement year. 

Example: For Measurement Year 2026, mammograms completed between 10/1/2024-
12/31/2026 are acceptable. 
 
Best practices for quality of care 
	 • Educate patients on the importance of a screening mammogram for early detection 
		  of breast cancer when there are usually no symptoms. 

	 • Provide a list of mammography testing facilities and mobile mammography units 
		  and assist in making appointments.

	 • Be aware of barriers to care, such as transportation or interpretation needs, affecting 
		  the member’s ability to keep appointments.

2026 HEDIS Tip Sheet  

HEDIS measurement currently evaluates patients ages 50–74; however, the U.S. Preventive 
Services Task Force (USPSTF) recommends biennial breast cancer screening for women ages 
40–74. For CMS Star Ratings, the BCS age range will shift to 40–74 beginning with Measurement 
Year 2027 (impacting the 2029 Star Ratings).
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Quality score improvement tips 
	 • When documenting a mammogram in a patient’s history, specify “mammogram” and include 
		  the month and year. Results are not required.

	 • For unilateral mammograms, document any unilateral mastectomy.

	 • Record the date of the last screening mammogram during annual visits and when updating 
		  member history.

	 • Include documentation of bilateral or unilateral mastectomies.

	 • All mammogram types are acceptable (screening, diagnostic, film, digital, or 3-D).

	 • MRI, ultrasound, and biopsy procedures do not meet compliance requirements for this measure.

	 • For mastectomies, document the procedure and date performed; if the exact date is unknown, 
		  the year is sufficient. 
 
Exclusions 
	 • Patients who died any time during the measurement period.

	 • Patients who are in hospice or using hospice services. 

	 • Patients who are receiving palliative care.

	 • Patients 66 years of age or older by the last day of the measurement period, with both frailty 
		  and advanced illness diagnoses.

	 • Patients who have a history of mastectomy on both the left and right side on the same or different 
		  dates of service.

	 • Patients who had a bilateral mastectomy or both right and left unilateral mastectomies any time 
		  during their history through the last day of the measurement period. 

	 • Patients who had gender-affirming chest surgery.
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Submission route for medical records
Please submit supplemental records via email to 
FEP: fep-hedis-medical-records@azblue.com 
FEP Fax: 602-544-5673
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All rights reserved. CPT® is a registered trademark of the American Medical Association. No portion of this document may be copied without the express written permission of Blue Cross Blue Shield 
of Arizona. In no event may any portion of this publication be copied or reprinted and used for commercial purposes. The information included herein is not intended to be legal advice and, as such, 
it remains the provider’s responsibility to ensure that all coding and documentation are done in accordance with all applicable state and federal laws and regulations. 22
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Z90.11 Acquired absence of right breast and nipple

Z90.12 Acquired absence of left breast and nipple 

Z90.13 Acquired absence of bilateral breast and nipple

If the patient meets exclusion criteria, include the following ICD 10 CM1 diagnosis codes on the claim. 
Commonly used exclusion codes are listed below:

77061, 77062 Diagnostic digital breast tomosynthesis (unilateral/bilateral)

77063 Screening digital breast tomosynthesis, bilateral

77065, 77066 Diagnostic mammography

77067 Screening mammography, bilateral

To close the Breast Cancer Screening (BCS-E) care gap, specific procedure codes must be used. 
Commonly utilized codes include the following:
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