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Portability Rider to Modify Blue Cross® Blue Shield® of Arizona 
Individual PPO Base Benefit Book 

 
The following changes apply only when you are enrolled in individual portability coverage. This rider does 
not apply to medically underwritten individual contracts. All other provisions of your benefit plan remain 
unchanged. This rider modifies your individual PPO Base Benefit Book. The section headings in this rider 
correspond to the section headings in your Base Benefit Book. 
 
 

WHAT’S NOT COVERED 
The Waivered conditions exclusion does not apply to you. It is removed from your Base Benefit Book. 

ELIGIBILITY FOR BENEFITS 
1. Under the Eligibility requirements for dependents subsection, the Adding a spouse and Adding 

a child, subsections are removed and replaced with the following: 
Adding a spouse or child 
An otherwise eligible dependent who independently meets the requirements for individual portability 
coverage (meaning they would be able to convert their group coverage to an individual plan) may be 
added to this benefit plan. A dependent who does not independently meet the eligibility criteria may 
not be added to this benefit plan, except for a newborn child or a child adopted or placed for 
adoption. The eligibility requirements for individual portability coverage are described in the 
application for individual portability coverage, which you can get by calling us at the number listed on 
your ID card.  
To add a spouse, or an eligible dependent child who is not either a newborn child, an adopted child, 
or a child placed for adoption, call BCBSAZ and request an individual portability application. The 
contract holder must complete the application.  
A child is automatically eligible for coverage for the first 31 days beginning on the date of birth, 
adoption, or placement for adoption (qualifying date) if the parent or guardian covered under this 
plan remains eligible for coverage during that period and the child is otherwise an eligible dependent 
under this plan. A newborn and/or adopted child is not automatically eligible for this coverage as 
described above if the only member(s) covered under this plan is a child. 
The contract holder must notify BCBSAZ in writing of the birth, adoption, or placement for adoption, 
so that BCBSAZ can add the child to the policy. If the contract holder does not notify BCBSAZ in 
writing, BCBSAZ will be unaware of the birth, adoption, or placement for adoption and will be unable 
to add the child to the policy. 
If BCBSAZ receives written notice within 45 days after the birth, adoption, or placement for adoption, 
BCBSAZ will automatically add the child to the policy for the 31-day period. BCBSAZ will continue 
coverage for the child after the 31-day period, and you will be responsible for any additional 
premium, unless you notify BCBSAZ in writing to remove the child from the plan. The additional 
premium is prorated from the qualifying date. Even if no additional premium is required (for example, 
you already have family coverage), you must notify BCBSAZ in writing if you wish to remove the 
child from the plan.  
If BCBSAZ does not receive written notice within 45 days after the birth, adoption, or placement for 
adoption, the child will still be eligible for coverage for the first 31 days following birth, adoption, or 
placement for adoption. However, the child will have to complete an application for this product. The 
child may have a gap in coverage between the end of the initial 31-day period and issuance of an 
effective date in accordance with that application process. You will be responsible for any additional 
applicable premium. 
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APPENDIX B: OTHER HEALTH PLAN DETAILS 
1. The Broker commissions section is removed, as it does not apply. 
2. The Court orders for health insurance coverage of dependent children section is removed and 

replaced with the following: 
Coverage may be available to a contract holder’s child to meet any court or administrative order 
issued by a court of competent jurisdiction to provide health benefits coverage to a child of the 
contract holder if the child independently meets eligibility requirements for individual portability 
coverage. The order must clearly specify the name of the contract holder, the name and birth date of 
each child covered by the order, and the time period to which the order applies. The court’s order 
applies to the contract holder. It does not bind BCBSAZ, or mean that BCBSAZ has to accept the 
child for coverage.  
To get coverage for the child, the contract holder must submit an application. If BCBSAZ accepts the 
child for coverage, the child will not be effective until the date assigned by BCBSAZ. The contract 
holder is required to pay any additional required premium. If the effective date coincides with a 
retroactive court order date, we will prorate the premium from the first day of the time period 
specified in the order.  

3. The Increasing your deductible or changing your BCBSAZ plan section is removed and 
replaced with the following:  
Changing your BCBSAZ plan 
To find out what your options are for changing your BCBSAZ plan, visit MyBlue or call the Customer 
Service number on the back of your ID card. 

4. The Premium determination section is removed and replaced with the following: 
For a contract holder of age 19 or older and their spouse of age 19 or older: 

• BCBSAZ applies an additional premium to rates for smokers. 
• Premiums vary for each deductible level within a product.  
• Premiums vary based on the age and gender of the contract holder and/or spouse, and the 

contract holder’s county of residence. 
• The premium may change when the contract holder changes his or her county of residence, or 

changes deductible levels or products. 
• When a member on a child-only contract turns age 19, the member’s premium is automatically 

adjusted to an adult rate on the next billing date following the member’s 19th birthday. All other 
premium changes due to a change in the member’s age class will be effective on the member’s 
annual renewal date. Information on premiums including age classes are available upon request 
from BCBSAZ. 

For children covered as dependents: 

• BCBSAZ applies an additional premium to rates for smokers.  
• Premiums vary for each deductible level within a product.  
• Premiums vary based on the contract holder’s county of residence.  
• Premiums do not vary based on the age of a child covered as a dependent.  
• The premium may change when the contract holder changes his or her county of residence, 

changes the deductible level of their plan, or changes to a different BCBSAZ plan. 
For a contract holder age 18, a spouse under age 19, children under age 19 covered as 
dependents, and a child only under age 19: 

• BCBSAZ applies an additional premium to rates for smokers. 

http://www.azblue.com/myblue
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• Premiums vary for each deductible level within a product.  
• Premiums vary depending on the contract holder’s county of residence.  
• Premiums will change and will vary by age when the contract holder or spouse reaches age 19.  
• Premiums for children under age 19 who are covered as dependents do not vary by age.  
• Premiums for children under age 19 who are covered under a child-only policy do vary by age. 
• When a child covered by a child-only policy reaches age 19, the child is automatically 

considered an adult contract holder and the section above regarding premiums for contract 
holders age 19 and older applies. Child-only policies are available only under limited 
circumstances. See the Child-Only Coverage section in your Base Benefit Book. 

• The premium may change when the contract holder changes his or her county of residence or 
changes deductible levels or products. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pam Kehaly, President and CEO 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona 
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Notice of Availability of Language Assistance Services and Auxiliary Aids and 
Services 

 

Blue Cross, Blue Shield, the Cross and Shield Symbols are registered service marks; and MyBlue is a service mark; of the Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Association, an association of independent Blue Cross and Blue Shield Plans.  
©2025 Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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