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Your pension is a foundation… 
what you do fills in the rest.



Your first years in education are intense:

• New systems

• Classroom management

• Lesson planning

• Student needs

• Life transitions



Today You

Future You



What Do You Want Life to Feel Like 
25–30 Years From Now?

✓ Calm 

✓ Secure 

✓ Proud 

✓ Free 

✓ Flexible



Why Many Educators Struggle Later

No one explains to you:

• How your pension actually works

• What it won’t cover

• Your “future paycheck” 

• How small,  early steps matter

• How to protect your future self



A good connection with your 
Future – Self 

drives better decisions. 

What the Research Shows







What Did Future You Want?

• Security  • Stability  • A plan 

• A small step taken early

Future You is counting on you.



The Big Reveal

Your pension is powerful…
but it isn’t everything.



What Your Pension Does Cover

Typically covers 50% to 65% 
of your final pay

Based on a combination of your years of service, when you retire, and your final pay. 



What Your Pension Does NOT Cover

Your “Pension Gap”:
 

• Housing
• Healthcare
• Inflation
• Family needs
• Lifestyle choices



Your Gap Is Not Failure

It’s normal.

It’s expected.

It’s manageable. 



Your Bridge

Save for retirement every month.

The CTA 403(b)



Small Steps

Small early steps 
outperform big steps later. 





Dear Future 
Me…





Talk with a CTA Fiduciary Advisor

Read How to Build a Secure Financial Future

Start a CTA 403(b) 

Your One Next Step



I’m taking this 
step because 

Future Me 
deserves it.



You show up every day for 
your students. Today, you 
showed up for future you.



Small Action, Big Meaning

You don’t need perfection, 
just one small step.



How CTA Supports You

You’re not alone:
• Free, confidential conversations
• Help choosing how much to save
• Pension & 403(b) guidance
• No pressure. No sales pitch. 



Five Retirement Truths No One Tells New Educators

• Your pension won’t cover your full paycheck in retirement, and 
the gap starts big.

• Starting in your 20s is like getting a lifetime raise, because time 
does most of the work.

• The market isn’t as scary as it looks, especially when you 
already have a guaranteed pension.

• Doing nothing is the most expensive choice you can make.

• Simple beats complicated—and the easiest strategies often 
win.



Scan When You’re Ready

Talk with a CTA fiduciary advisor about your future

A small step today is worth more than a big step later. 
https://edge.sitecorecloud.io/californiatc2ec-ctamb-production-6c89/media/CTAMB/Publications/2025/CTA-Consumer-Guide-Full-Book---032025.pdf

Start saving for retirement with the CTA 403(b).
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CTA is here for you… 
today, tomorrow, and 

30 years from now.



CTA 403(b) Workshop — Disclosures & Disclaimers 
For Educational Use Only — Not Individual Financial Advice

Prudent Investor Advisors, LLC (“PIA”) is an SEC-registered investment adviser hired by the California Teachers Association (CTA) 
to provide fiduciary advice and educational services to CTA members. SEC registration does not imply a certain level of skill or 
training. This presentation is for educational and informational purposes only. Nothing in this workshop should be interpreted as: 
personalized investment advice, a recommendation to buy or sell any security, tax advice or legal advice, or a prediction of future 
investment performance. All examples are hypothetical, are shown for illustration only, and do not represent the performance of 
any specific investment. Past performance is not indicative of future results. Investing involves risk, including the potential loss of 
principal. Your CalSTRS or CalPERS pension is governed by its own formulas and rules. Pension projections shown during this 
workshop are general estimates based on typical educator profiles and may not reflect your specific situation. For exact pension 
calculations, please refer directly to CalSTRS or CalPERS. Contribution examples (including the suggested $100/month starting 
point) are illustrative and may not be suitable for all members. Your financial needs, goals, and circumstances are unique. Before 
taking action, members are encouraged to: review plan documents, consult with a PIA advisor for individualized guidance, and 
seek professional tax or legal assistance where appropriate. The CTA 403(b) Retirement Savings Plan is one of several retirement 
savings options available to California educators. Eligibility and access vary by employer and district. All trademarks, logos, and 
organizational names mentioned are the property of their respective owners and are used for identification purposes only.
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