
October 7, 2024 
 
The Honorable Ron Johnson 
328 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Bryan Steil 
1526 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Derrick Van Orden 
1513 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Scott Fitzgerald 
1507 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Tom Tiffany 
451 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

The Honorable Tammy Baldwin 
141 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Mark Pocan 
1026 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Gwen Moore 
2252 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Glenn Grothman 
1511 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Office of the 8th Congressional District  
1211 Longworth House Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

 
Dear Members of Wisconsin’s Congressional Delegation, 
 
On behalf of the undersigned organizations, we write you today to request support for the Crime Victims 
Fund Stabilization Act (H.R. 8061/S. 4514), bipartisan legislation that aims to address funding challenges 
in the Victim of Crime Fund (VCF) which supports programs authorized by the Victims of Crime Act 
(VOCA). We ask that you cosponsor this important legislation and urge House and Senate leadership 
to advance the bill this year to help preserve critical crime victim assistance programs in Wisconsin.  
 
As you may know, VOCA Assistance Formula Grants are the primary source of federal funding for 
programs who provide services to victims of crime in the state and across the country. The Wisconsin 
Department of Justice, Office of Crime Victim Services (OCVS) subgrants VOCA funding to nonprofit and 
government victim service agencies across the state to support direct services to victims of violent 
crime. These service agencies conduct forensic interviews, safety planning, community service referrals, 
counseling, crisis intervention, victim advocacy and more. Organizations receiving these funds include 
those that provide domestic and family violence services, sexual assault services, and child advocacy 
centers which serve children suspected to be victims of sexual abuse, severe physical abuse, who have 
witnessed a violent crime, and more.  
 
Due to decreased federal fines deposited in the VCF, victim service providers in Wisconsin are facing 
devastating cuts this year and into the future. Last month, the WI OCVS released approximately $13 
million in VOCA subawards per year through 2027. This represents an annual reduction of 
approximately $31.5 million, or a 70 percent reduction.  According to the state, they received over 133 
applications requesting over $26 million — more than twice the amount of funding available. 
 



Direct service organizations are facing severe budget deficits due to the significant reduction in VOCA 
funding. These cuts will force many organizations to reduce staffing and select services, decreasing 
essential support for crime victims at their most vulnerable moments. This will impact abused children, 
survivors of gun violence, individuals leaving abusive partnerships, victims of sexual assault, and more - 
in addition to the many others who rely on their services, including law enforcement partners. We are 
deeply concerned about the devastating impact these cuts will have on victim services across Wisconsin.   
 
The Crime Victims Fund Stabilization Act seeks to address these funding challenges by redirecting funds 
collected through the False Claims Act (FCA) into the VCF through FY2029. The FCA authorizes the 
federal government to hold entities liable that knowingly defraud government agencies for up to three 
times the damages. Over the past two fiscal years, settlements and judgments under the FCA have 
totaled nearly $5 billion. The FCA requires that a portion of the damages collected are first repaid to the 
defrauded government agency and relevant whistleblowers, however the leftover funds remain 
unobligated. The Crime Victims Fund Stabilization Act would redirect only these leftover, unobligated 
funds to the VCF. This temporary infusion of resources will help stabilize the VCF, while retaining the 
Fund’s original intent of being financed by legal fines and fees. 
 
The Crime Victims Fund Stabilization Act represents a critical opportunity to act swiftly to support 
organizations across Wisconsin who care for crime victims. We ask for your support for this legislation to 
ensure programs and services across Wisconsin can continue to comprehensively support those we care 
for, serve and protect. 
 

Sincerely, 

Badger State Sherriff’s Association 

BeLEAF Survivors 

Child Advocacy Center of North Central Wisconsin 

Child Advocacy Centers of Wisconsin 

Children’s Wisconsin  

Chippewa Valley Child Advocacy Center 

Family Services of Northeast Wisconsin 

Fox Valley Child Advocacy Center 

Lakeshore Regional Child Advocacy Center 

Kenosha Child Advocacy Center 

Kenosha County Division of Children and Family Services 

Kenosha County Executive Samantha Kerkman 

Kenosha Sheriff’s Department 

Marshfield Child Advocacy Center 



Milwaukee Child Advocacy Center 

New Beginnings APFV 

Racine Child Advocacy Center 

Racine County Sheriff 

Safe Harbor Child Advocacy Center 

Sojourner Family Peace Center 

Stepping Stones Child Advocacy Center 

UW Health 

Violence Intervention Project 

Wausau Police Department 

Walworth Child Advocacy Center 

Walworth County District Attorney’s Office 

Wisconsin Child Abuse Network 

Wisconsin Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs Association 

The Women’s Center 

YWCA Rock County CARE House 

 


