
CASD CHAT E-Newsletter
Celebrating Autism Acceptance Month

Dear CASD Family and Friends,

April is Autism Acceptance month! The name
reflects a change from “Autism Awareness
Month” as we move to not just acknowledge
autistic individuals, but include them in our
communities. This means not just opening the
door for them, but encouraging and, if needed,
helping them join in. We hope we have
contributed to acceptance of individuals with
autism by highlighting a public figure with
autism in our monthly CHAT to reflect the
diversity of the community. Another way to promote acceptance is to share programs
which have supported the autistic community and have been helpful in highlighting
the impact of individuals with autism in all aspects of society, such as ASAN, the
Autistic Self Advocacy Network. We wanted to highlight a few local organizations and
celebrations in today’s CASD CHAT to enhance community connections, which we
hope you find helpful, and encourage everyone to participate in local autism
community programs. 

Montgomery County MD: Various agencies from across the county are “shining
brighter together” on April 23 at a fun family-friendly event at Wheaton
Regional Park! Participate in hands-on, sensory-friendly activities while learning
more about autism and the variety of resources available in Montgomery
County. Attendees will also have an opportunity to help paint our commUNITY
Mural that will remain at the playground long after the event is over.
The Autism Society of Central Virginia  has kicked off their “Humans of the
ASCV” campaign, inspired by Brandon Stanton’s “Humans of New York” to
highlight the local autism community, spread awareness, and promote
acceptance and change in the community. They invite everyone to participate
and provide various resources including books for all ages, TV and film
recommendations, and suggestions to support autistic individuals.
The Baltimore County Public Schools Special Education Resource Center is
hosting an online program on May 12: “Ben Hartranft’s Journey: One Kind
Person Can Change the World.” Ben Hartranft Hartranft is a self-advocate and
motivational speaker, sharing how kindness and inclusion shaped his life and he
hopes to move others from awareness to advocacy

https://montgomeryparks.org/events/shine-brighter-together-autism-acceptance-month-2/
https://ascv.org/resources/aam/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3se5kMjmZ1c


This CASD CHAT was written by Dr. Angie Bollich, supported by Dr. Serene Habayeb
and research assistant, Jessica Smith.

Profiles
Celebrating
Neurodiversity

Clay Marzo was diagnosed with Asperger syndrome,
in December 2007; (Asperger Syndrome was one of a
few diagnoses used for individuals with ASD prior to
2013). Like many autistic individuals, he was often
misunderstood by others. He was known for being
painfully honest. He has repetitive movements
(rubbing his hands back and forth) and demonstrated
an intense interest: surfing! His focus on surfing,
paired with other gifts such as originality, contributed
to his success including national surf
championships. Mr. Marzo is expanding autism
acceptance by sharing his story, both in a
documentary and a book on his experiences as a
surfer and Asperger Syndrome, and volunteer work
with Surfers Healing, a non-profit organization
from Malibu, California, which exposes autistic
children to surfing at camps in the United States and
Canada.

The Talk—
Black, Autistic,
and Male: One
Family's
Experience

Click here for the
video

We would like to share an
interview with a family of a
college-bound autistic young
adult and an accompanying
reflection by Tawara Goode,
Director of the National Center
for Cultural Competence and
Director of the Georgetown
University Center for
Excellence in Developmental
Disabilities.

2021 Calendar of Events

We want to highlight Ivymount School Resource Guide  which provides information on
a wide range of resources in the community including Summer Camps (since it is that

time of year to schedule) www.ivymount.org/resourceguide2022

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asperger_syndrome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surfers_Healing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malibu,_California
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3se5kMjmZ1c
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.ivymount.org/resourceguide2022__;!!FMDslA!OF5-fnBXT5wfEXMhqx3hP6ERWH_gft8JuE4bezzRlgi7TyDaxIfrcsbWHx7bJUtmU-JYLnk%24


Free Parent Support Group
Where: Virtual
When: every Monday at 1 PM EST
Dr. Dan Shapiro, friend of CASD, will be offering a free parent support group,
every Monday at 1 PM EST. To register, click here.

Dr. Shapiro is offering new courses for parents of different age groups. To
learn more about these courses, please visit his website:

http://www.parentchildjourney.com/

Pathfinders for Autism (https://pathfindersforautism.org/calendar/) provides a
list of programs for all ages including video group for spouses/partners of

adults with Asperger's; Transitioning services and Job skills; Baby and Family
Navigator programs, and new this month, Autism from the Autistic Perspective

and free Pediatric Occupational Therapy Screening and more!

NEW VIDEOS ADDED!

The Unstuck author team has
created short videos to help
parents of children with
executive functioning
difficulties. Please click the
playlists below to view the
videos in both English and
Spanish! We have added new
videos to address feedback
from parents. Please click on
our playlist to view our new
3-part video series on
"troubleshooting."

Playlist of all videos Recursos para padres

Last chance!
​Enrollment for the study below will be ending in April. Please email
Jessica Smith, jsmith9@childrensnational.org, or Laura Campos,

lcampos@childrensnational.org to get involved!

http://www.parentchildjourney.com/excursions/
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07eh2rnzqrk9vdghmb/a02400kr0xnpvl/questions
http://www.parentchildjourney.com/
https://pathfindersforautism.org/calendar/
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFji-AO8E8L7SGVTMLg8Dq3VQ9SNhCiju
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFji-AO8E8L4zTTQejCdxLkhb-DGuCTHr
mailto:jsmith9@childrensnational.org
mailto:lcampos@childrensnational.org




Investigators at Children’s
National Center for Genetic
Medicine Research, in
collaboration with Invitae
Corporation, are researching
the genetic causes of human
disease. If you or a family
member have a known or
uncertain genetic diagnosis or
suspected genetic diagnosis,
you may be eligible to
participate in our research



program. Please see the flyer to
the left to learn more.

Hover over
this QR code
to complete
an interest

form for this
study.



20+ free resources available to view anytime, anywhere!

Enjoy these information-packed free webinars on your own or make them a
powerful group learning event with your colleagues, friends, and family
members. Topics include:

Working/learning in groups 
Face-to-face communication 
Social anxiety 
Executive functions 
Children’s stress 
Self-regulation 
Individual webinars on 10 core Social Thinking Vocabulary

Hosted by Social Thinking.

Community Resources & Events

Advocacy Resources
Autistic Self Advocacy Network-Navigating College: A Handbook on Self Advocacy

https://www.socialthinking.com/online-training/free-webinars?utm_source=wb-eblast&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=free-webinars-2021&utm_content=wb-promo-email1-nl&utm_term=button1-access-free-webinars&j=1033781&sfmc_sub=19583280&l=213_HTML&u=24646622&mid=7288151&jb=13001
https://autisticadvocacy.org/book/navigating-college/


Resources on Anti-Racism
Spectrum Support's Social Stories on Racism
ASAN's What is Police Violence?: A Plain Language Booklet
@TheMorganCruise Worksheets for Black Children

COVID-19 Safety Resources
Behavioral Directions LLC's Safety Teaching Protocol   
  
COVID-19 National and Local Government Resources
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
World Health Organization
DC Department of Health
Maryland Department of Health
Virginia Department of Health
U.S Department of Education's Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Part C Dispute
Resolution Procedures
U.S Department of Education's Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Part B Dispute
Resolution Procedures

Visit Children's National Hospital's COVID-19 Resources

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Spectrum-Support
https://autisticadvocacy.org/policy/toolkits/police/?fbclid=IwAR1JZXOeTf11TnGoOo58z3fs3LOLdjirrMiBgVJcbUSALNnbnpwBd2880AM
https://mailchi.mp/219c838cd591/power-pack-landing-page?fbclid=IwAR054WZqlrCnmfuqkb5q5t96xmIXUUFdsZAHsE-oGSqTo6ketT7Y3Xgxsow
https://files.constantcontact.com/42703ae0101/b0d2f885-8f02-4eab-9696-d337cca077f2.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/
https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/surveillance-and-investigation/novel-coronavirus/
https://files.constantcontact.com/42703ae0101/2006330c-596d-4d04-ae56-35d4c401664e.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/42703ae0101/8252c52d-cc8f-4ef5-8f08-a1d852526a05.pdf?rdr=true
https://childrensnational.org/visit/resources-for-families/wellness-resources/coronavirus

