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1. Introduction 
1.1. Background 
The Sydney Metro Western Sydney Airport will become the transport spine for Greater Western 
Sydney, connecting communities and travellers with the new Western Sydney International 
(Nancy-Bird Walton) Airport (referred to as Western Sydney International) and the growing region.   
The Project forms part of the broader Sydney Metro network. It involves the construction and 
operation of a 23km new metro rail line that extends from the existing Sydney Trains suburban T1 
Western Line (at St Marys) in the north and the Aerotropolis (at Bringelly) in the south. The 
alignment includes a combination of tunnels and civil structures, including viaduct, bridges, surface 
and open-cut troughs between the two tunnel sections (Figure 1). 
The Sydney Metro Western Sydney Airport EIS was prepared in October 2020 to assess the 
impacts of construction and operation of the Project and was placed on public exhibition between 
21 October 2020 and 2 December 2020. The Project was declared a Critical State Significant 
Infrastructure (CSSI) Project and is listed in Schedule 5 of State Environmental Planning Policy 
(State and Regional Development).  
The Sydney Metro Western Sydney Airport was approved by the Minister for Planning and Public 
Spaces on 23 August 2021 (SSI 10051) under section 5.19 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1997 (EP&A Act). 
The Project will be delivered through the following stages:  

• Advanced and Enabling Works (AEW) – Site investigations, modification of the existing 
transport network, power and water supply for construction sites, utility and stormwater 
diversions and some demolition works.   

• Station Boxes and Tunnelling Works (SBT) – delivered through the following sub-stages:  
– Preparatory Works– Including NSW (off-airport) demolition works, site levelling/grading, 

site access and parking, utility and temporary services works, erection of demountable 
buildings and noise barriers, tunnelling preparatory works and use of ancillary facilities 
including onsite parking. 

– Bulk Excavation and Tunnelling Works – Preparatory Works (works not completed prior 
to Final CEMP approval), bulk excavation, acoustic shed installation, tunnelling and 
cross passage installation. 

• Surface and Civil Alignment Works (SCAW) – Construction of bridges and viaducts to 
cross floodplains, watercourses and existing and proposed permanent infrastructure. 

• Stations, Systems, Trains, Operations and Maintenance (SSTOM)– Station design and 
fitout, testing and commissioning, and operation of the Western Sydney Airport metro 
service 

• Finalisation Auxiliary Works. 
Each package of work is to be delivered under separate contracts on behalf of the proponent 
Sydney Metro.  
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Figure 1: Overview of the Project 
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2. Reporting Requirements 
Under the POEO Act, holders of environment protection licences (licensees) must publish or make 
pollution monitoring data available to members of the public.  
The POEO Act Section 66 requires  

“66   Conditions requiring monitoring, certification or provision of information, and related 
offences 

(1) Monitoring The conditions of a licence may require— 
(a)  monitoring by the holder of the licence of the activity or work authorised, 

required or controlled by the licence, including with respect to— 
(i)  the operation or maintenance of premises or plant, and 
(ii)  discharges from premises, and 
(iii)  relevant ambient conditions prevailing on or outside premises, 

and 
(iv)  anything required by the conditions of the licence, and 

(b)  the provision and maintenance of appropriate measuring and recording 
devices for the purposes of that monitoring, and 

(c)  the analysis, reporting and retention of monitoring data. 
(2) False or misleading information A holder of a licence who supplies 
information, or on whose behalf information is supplied, to the appropriate 
regulatory authority under the conditions of the licence is guilty of an offence if the 
information is false or misleading in a material respect.” 

The primary objective of the pollution monitoring reporting requirements is that members of the 
public have access to the results of all pollution monitoring (which a licence specifies must be 
carried out) in a way that is meaningful to them. Data for the SBT Works is presented on a monthly 
sampling period.  
The monitoring data that must be published and/or made available on request is any data that is 
obtained as a result of a monitoring condition on a licence that relates to air, water (surface or 
groundwater), noise and/or land pollution. The data to be published or provided is limited to data 
that relates to pollutants generated, discharged, or emitted from the licensed premises. 
The data is provided in tabular format that is easy for the public to understand. Tables definitively 
display raw data values, while graphs and charts are useful for overviews and visualisation of long-
term trends. Raw data will be provided upon request.  
An upfront note will be included on the licensee’s website or in this report to explain why any data 
may appear to be missing because there is no discharge or the level of pollutant being below the 
detection level of the measurement instrument.  
It is possible from time to time that incorrect data may be published in good faith. As soon as 
practicable after the licensee becomes aware that the published pollution monitoring data is 
incorrect or misleading, licensees must then publish a correction log to correct this data that is 
incorrect or misleading (refer to Section 4).  
Table 3 provides a summary of the pollution monitoring requirements of EPL 21672. 
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3.3. Discharge to Water 
3.3.1   Discharge to Water 
The discharge of water from sediment basins and settling containers occurred at the following 
discharging monitoring points/locations during this reporting period: 

• SBT-003  

• SBT-011  
Discharge to natural waterways and local stormwater systems is directly linked to the surface water 
monitoring program, where monitoring is undertaken to:  

• Measure the effectiveness of environmental controls in minimising and managing 
environmental impacts. 

• Demonstrate compliance with relevant stakeholder conditions. 
The EPL discharge criteria apply to the sediment basins and settling containers identified and 
located on Electronic File EF22/5394 and approved by the EPA. Discharge to water events must 
adhere to the following Limit Conditions of EPL 21672: 

• L1.1 Except as may be expressly provided in any other condition of this licence, the 
licensee must comply with section 120 of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 
1997. 

• L2.1 For each monitoring/discharge point or utilisation area specified in the table/s below 
(by a point number), the concentration of a pollutant discharged at that point, or applied to 
that area, must not exceed the concentration limits specified for that pollutant in the table. 

• L2.2 Where a pH quality limit is specified in the table, the specified percentage of samples 
must be within the specified ranges.  

• L2.3 To avoid any doubt, this condition does not authorise the pollution of waters by any 
pollutant other than those specified in the table\s.  

• L2.4 Water and/or Land Concentration Limits 
Basins and discharge points are summarised in Table 7. 
The discharge events and water quality monitoring data during the reporting period are 
summarised in Annexure C.  
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Sampling of water ways was undertaken as all sites had discharged from their sediment basin 
throughout April. The results were used to compare other sampling undertaken by SBT to identify 
any trends. 
Results from previous sampling undertaken by SBT indicate that the water quality of the sampling 
locations are above the SBT EPL discharge criteria. 
The quality of the waterways is potentially affected by external upstream impacts. The following 
describes potential impacts on the waterways.   

• SBT-6 is in a semi-rural setting with vegetated swales up and downstream of the sampling 
location.    

• SBT-7 is a drainage line that may collect water off road surfaces from Gipps Street and the 
Great Western Highway.   

• SBT-9 is downstream of the Western Sydney Airport water and farmlands which would 
contribute runoff to the waterway.   
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4. Correction Log 
It is possible from time to time for incorrect data to get published in good faith. 
As soon as practicable after the licensee becomes aware that the published pollution monitoring 
data is incorrect or misleading, licensees must then publish a correction log to correct this data that 
is incorrect or misleading. 
There are no matters included in the correction log for this reporting period. 
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Annexure D EPL Premise Maps  
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Figure 2: STM Premise Map 
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Figure 3: CMF Premise Map 
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Figure 4: OHE Premise Map 
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Figure 5: BSF Premise Map 
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Figure 6: Aerotropilis Premise Map 
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Figure 7: Northern Tunnel Alignment 
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Figure 8: Northern Tunnel Alignment 
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Figure 9: Southern Tunnel Alignment 
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Annexure F Surface Water Sampling Locations  

 
Figure 10: SBT-6 Sampling Locations 
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Figure 11: SBT-6 Sampling Locations 
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Figure 12: SBT-9 Sampling Locations 
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