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Executive Summary

Prepared by the Child Health Advocacy Institute’s Community A�airs Department.

“The school setting is so critical for the health
and well-being of children and their families.” 

Kurt Newman, M.D., President and CEO of Children’s National

The Child Health Advocacy Institute (CHAI) at Children’s National held a symposium on June 19, 2018, in 
Washington, D.C., that focused on the intersection between health and education. Attendees represented a 
broad range of partners from the District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia. School health reflects priorities 
identified by our community in the 2016 District of Columbia Healthy Communities Collaborative Community 
Health Needs Assessment (dchealthmatters.org): care coordination, place-based care, health literacy and 
mental health. In addition, academic outcomes are vital to advancing health equity and long-term health and 
economic benefits for children.    

The symposium was the culmination of 18 months of work across our health system, including the 
production of a school-based health programs report that catalogued current and prior school health 
programs at Children’s National, and the creation of a School Health Collaborative that brings together 
employees across Children’s National who champion health and education sector collaboration 
(https://childrensnational.org/school-partnerships). The objectives of the symposium were designed to 
strengthen relationships between health care and education sectors:

Panels and breakout sessions addressed the following topics: caring for the whole child using trauma-informed 
approaches, health care delivery in the school setting, government role in school health, innovations in school 
health, working with schools to address the social determinants of health, conducting research in school 
settings, self-care and wellness for school and health care professionals, and legislative advocacy to advance 
school health and wellness. Three programs at Children's National received Community Health Improvement 
Awards for their work in the school setting: Improving Pediatric Asthma Care in the District of Columbia 
(IMPACT DC), the Early Childhood Innovation Network (ECIN) and the three District of Columbia School-Based 
Health Centers operated by Children’s National. As a result of attending the symposium, participants identified 
new partners for collaboration and gained new knowledge about school health.  

Our vision is that Children’s National is a school-friendly health care system designed to ensure all children 
reach optimal health and achieve their full academic potential. The School Health Symposium: Achieving Better 

Collaboration (ABC) for Children is a step towards that vision.
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Identify critical 
academic and health 
challenges for children.
 

Help build a prepared 
and skilled workforce 
across sectors.

Identify strategies to 
increase collaboration 
between health and 
education sectors.  
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Download the full report at 
https://childrensnational.org/school-partnerships

CHILD HEALTH ADVOCACY INSTITUTE  

Through leadership and collaboration, the Child Health Advocacy Institute at Children’s National advances 
policy and systems changes to achieve health equity for all children. The Child Health Advocacy Institute 
consists of the Child Health Data Lab, Community A�airs, Government A�airs, and the Municipal and Regional 
A�airs departments. Strong community programs and child-centered policies are critical to build healthier 
lives for children.  
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