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JON CAMPBELL – Director of Sales and Catering

Jon has worked for Live! Casino Pittsburgh since February 2022. As the Director of Sales and Catering for Live! 
Casino, Campbell is responsible for coordinating not only our sales department, but also hosting various 
community events, creating lucrative partnerships and sponsoring our philanthropic efforts. Jon is local to 
the Greater Pittsburgh area. He graduated from Hempfield Area High School before pursuing higher 
education at the University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg. He obtained his bachelor’s degree from Slippery Rock 
University in 2005. Jon has extensive sales experience and spent almost ten years with All Occasions Party 
Rental as a regional account executive. In 2016, Campbell began working as the vice president for the 
Pennsylvania American Rental Association. His strengths are corporate event planning, customer service, 
marketing communications and sales.

Meet the Team

DEBBIE POLOGRUTO – Conference Service Manager

Debbie has been employed with Live! Casino Pittsburgh since October 2022. As the Conference Service 
Manager for Live! Casino, Pologruto is responsible for coordinating, detailing and organizing booked events for the 
outlets at the Casino. Debbie spent many years in retail management before working in sales and event planning 
for the last 20 years.  She spent over sixteen years at Greensburg Country Club booking and executing weddings, 
golf outings, Galas and other events.  Debbie is local to the Greensburg area, and graduated from Hempfield 
Area High School. Her strengths are learning and listening to client requests and requirements. She plans events 
concentrating on good customer service, detailing, communication and sales.

SAMANTHA ZAJDEL – Event Sales Manager

Samantha has worked for Live! Casino Pittsburgh since June of 2021. As the Event Sales Manager for Live! Casino, 
Zajdel handles inquiries, books events focusing on social functions, coordinates event logistics and ensures that all 
paperwork  and event details are finalized. Samantha has been working in the event industry since her first job in 
high school.  She was also a Wedding Planner for 6 years working with Dara Baker at Bespoke & Beloved. Zajdel 
grew up in Lehigh County on the east side of Pennsylvania. She graduated from Southern Lehigh High School 
before pursuing higher education at Seton Hill University in Greensburg. Her strengths are planning, detailing, 
executing.

Ruth Smith – Administrative Assistant

Ruth has worked for Live! Casino Pittsburgh since October 2020. As the Administrative Assistant for Marketing, 
Sales and Guest Services, Ruth supports daily departmental operations by coordination communications, managing 
schedules, and preparing marketing materials and reports. She also assists with event logistics, maintains organized 
project documentation, and ensures smooth collaboration across marketing teams. Ruth has built a strong 
administrative career across major financial and hospitality organizations. Her professional experience includes 
roles at PNC Bank, The Bank of New York Mellon, and Steward Creative Design Company. A native of Charleroi, 
Pennsylvania, she holds an associate degree in Specialized Business from the Wheeler School of Business and 
graduated Magna Cum Laude from Robert Morris University in 2010. Her commitment to community service 
includes board membership with the Pittsburgh AIDS Task Force, where she contributed to development and 
fundraising efforts.

NICHOLAS HURST – Banquets Manager

Nick has worked for Live! Casino Pittsburgh since February 2026. Hurst serves as the Banquets Manager at Live! 
Casino Pittsburgh, where he oversees banquet and catering operations within the food & beverage and events 
department. In this role, he collaborates with culinary leadership and the sales team to coordinate menus, service 
logistics and event timelines. Hurst manages the banquet servers, bartenders and setup team while ensuring events 
are executed according to client expectations and operational standards. Nick has been in the restaurant industry 
since 2011 working for many different types of restaurants, bars and event spaces both in the Greensburg and 
Pittsburgh areas. He has worked his way up in the industry where he started as a server. Hurst was also a regional 
Flight Attendant for 3 years. Hurst is local to the Greater Pittsburgh area. He graduated from Greensburg Salem 
High School and entered the workforce full time. His strengths are customer service, attention to detail and planning 
and execution. 



 

Voted “Best Banquet Facility” (CHAMPION AWARD)

 - 2024 Latrobe Bulletin Community Choice Awards

 - 2025 Latrobe Bulletin Community Choice Awards

 

5.0 OVERALL RATING

RECOMMENDED BY 100% OF COUPLES

“This venue was AMAZING for a wedding! It is gorgeous, a great location, and all the workers were a tremendous help. 
Also, the food was the best food I’ve ever ate at a wedding!! I had so many guests tell me this as well! THE BEST FOOD!!! 
We got the steak and salmon and it was easily the best I’ve ever ate. Overall, I was so pleased with this venue and would 
100% recommend to anyone! Great people, great food, amazing service, and lots of fun things to do!”   - Abbey

“We (and our guests) all loved the food and we heard amazing reviews about it afterwards! We also enjoyed having our 
after party at Sports & Social after the reception was over to continue the fun! Highly recommend!!“  - Jackii

 

5.0 OVERALL RATING

“The food was amazing, highly recommended adding on the cookie table team! She made us a wedding logo for our 
cocktail hour that played on every TV! 10/10 amazing experience with this venue! I can’t say enough great things
about them!”   - Don D.

“The food was absolutely fantastic and guests are still raving about it months after our wedding. Live’s staff worked 
amazingly with not only us but our other vendors as well. Our perfect day was enhanced by the amazing venue and 
staff at Live! Casino and I could not recommend it more to other future couples!”   - Jessica S.

 

5.0 OVERALL RATING

“I have many events at The Venue! Live and the staff is on it. It’s a beautiful room, and a top notch team. Have your next 
event here! They will take care of you!”   - Alissity

“Debbie and Sammi were a dream to work with! They made our 10 year vow renewal seem less. Their organization was 
incredible. If you’re looking to have an event at Live! , it is 100% worth it! Staff, food, and layout were impeccable. 10/10!!!!!”
- Erin

“Samantha and the staff at The Venue Live! are a class act! Our event was flawless, thanks to the Venue staff. 
I can’t thank them enough for such a successful event!”   - Staci B. General Manager WHJB-FM 107.1

“We hosted our 2024 GOAL Magazine Gala benefiting ‘Shop with a Cop’ at The VENUE Live! and it was absolutely 
AMAZING! I can’t even express how pleased we were with everything. Jon and Debbie were incredibly accommodating 
and supported us every step of the way. The food was delicious, and the staff went above and beyond to ensure our 
event was perfect for both us and our guests. I highly recommend hosting your event here—you won’t be disappointed!”
- GOAL Magazine




