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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

INTERNATIONAL RIGHTS ADVOCATES, 
INC., 621 Maryland Ave. NE, Washington, 
D.C. 20002,

Plaintiff, 

 v. 

LINDT & SPRUNGLI (USA) INC., 
One Fine Chocolate Place, Stratham, 
NH, 03885; LINDT & SPRUNGLI 
(NORTH AMERICA) INC., 4717 
Grand Avenue, Suite 700, Kansas City, 
MO, 64112, 

Defendants. 

CASE NO. 1:26-cv-2569 

NOTICE OF REMOVAL 

Defendants Lindt & Sprüngli (USA) Inc. and Lindt & Sprüngli (North America) Inc., 

through counsel and pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1332(a), 1441(a), (b), and 1446, hereby remove this 

action from the Superior Court of the District of Columbia to the United States District Court for 

the District of Columbia. The grounds for removal are as follows: 

I. BACKGROUND

1. On May 8, 2026, Plaintiff International Rights Advocates, Inc. filed the complaint

against Defendants in the Superior Court for the District of Columbia, under Case No. 2026-CAB-

003121. A true and correct copy of the complaint is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

2. Plaintiff represents that service was effectuated June 22, 2026. See Exhibits I, F.

3. Plaintiff sets forth claims under the District of Columbia Consumer Protection

Procedures Act (“CPPA”) and generally alleges that the Defendants’ advertising regarding 

Defendants’ cocoa supply chain deceived consumers. See generally Complaint. 

4. Plaintiff brings this action “[o]n behalf of the general public of the District of

Columbia, and in the interest of consumers,” and seeks various types of relief including a 
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declaratory judgment, an order enjoining Defendants’ conduct, and costs and disbursements, 

including reasonable attorneys’ fees and expert fees, and prejudgment interest. See Complaint, 

Preamble and Prayer for Relief. 

5. Plaintiff is a citizen of the District of Columbia, but neither of the Defendants is a 

citizen of the District. 

II. REMOVAL IS TIMELY 

6. Notice of removal “shall be filed within 30 days after the receipt by the defendant, 

through service or otherwise, of a copy of the initial pleading setting forth the claim for relief upon 

which such action or proceeding is based.” 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b). Because this notice was filed on 

July 21, 2026, Defendants timely removed this action within thirty (30) days of service. 

7. No previous Notice of Removal has been filed or made with this Court for the relief 

sought herein. 

III. THIS COURT HAS JURISIDICTION UNDER 28 U.S.C. § 1332(a) 

8. This Court has subject-matter jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(a), because this 

case: (i) involves citizens of different States; and (ii) the amount of controversy in this matter 

exceeds the sum or value of $75,000. 

A. Diversity of Citizenship Exists 

9. When analyzing diversity jurisdiction, “[a] corporation is a citizen of its place or 

places of incorporation, as well as its principal place of business.” CostCommand, LLC v. WH 

Adm’rs, Inc., 820 F.3d 19, 21 (D.C. Cir. 2016). 

10. Defendant Lindt & Sprüngli (USA) Inc. is incorporated in New York with its 

principal place of business in New Hampshire and Defendant Lindt & Sprüngli (North America) 

Inc. is incorporated in Delaware with its principal place of business in Missouri. See Compl. ¶ 15. 

11. Plaintiff is a nonprofit organization organized under the laws of the District of 

Columbia, with its principal place of business in the District of Columbia. 

12. Because Plaintiff is a citizen of the District of Columbia and Defendants are citizens 

of New York, New Hampshire, Delaware, and Missouri, the complete diversity requirement of 28 
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U.S.C. § 1332 is satisfied.  

B. The Amount in Controversy Exceeds $75,000. 

13. The amount in controversy requirement of 28 U.S.C. § 1332 is also satisfied.  

14. “[A] defendant’s notice of removal need include only a plausible allegation that the 

amount in controversy exceeds the jurisdictional threshold.” Dart Cherokee Basin Operating Co., 

LLC v. Owens, 574 U.S. 81, 89 (2014). “Evidence establishing the amount is required by § 

1446(c)(2)(B) only when the plaintiff contests, or the court questions, the defendant’s allegation.” 

Id.; see also 28 U.S.C. § 1446(c)(2)(A)(ii). 

15. An “action seeking an injunction to protect or vindicate . . . rights can meet the 

amount-in-controversy requirement.” GEO Specialty Chems., Inc. v. Husisian, 951 F. Supp. 2d 32, 

40 (D.D.C. 2013). To determine the amount in controversy when an injunction is sought, “[t]he 

Court ‘may look either to the value of the right that plaintiff seeks to enforce or to protect[,] or to 

the cost to the defendants to remedy the alleged denial.’” Id. at 39 (citation omitted). “Put another 

way, ‘[t]he value of injunctive relief for determining the amount in controversy can be calculated 

as the cost to the defendant.’” Id. (citation omitted) 

16. Plaintiff challenges Defendants’ label statements, websites, corporate policies, and 

other materials accessible to consumers. See Compl. ¶¶ 53-87. Plaintiff’s requested injunction 

would require Defendants to eliminate those statements. Defendants would have to formulate new 

material to replace the challenged statements, identify each place that the challenged statements 

appear, adapt the new material to replace the challenged statements, and manufacture new labels 

for untold numbers of products, each with required attendant costs. The cost to Defendants of 

complying with an injunction requiring such changes would exceed $75,000.  

17. Because the CPPA permits a successful plaintiff to recover attorney’s fees, see D.C. 

Code § 28-3905(k)(1)(B), Plaintiff’s request for attorneys’ fees (Compl. ¶ 146) is also a factor to 

be considered in determining the amount in controversy. See Griffin v. Coastal Int’l Sec., Inc., 

2007 WL 1601717, at *3 (D.D.C. Jun. 4, 2007) (recognizing that a request for attorneys’ fees may 

count toward the amount in controversy if they “are provided for by a . . . statute in controversy”). 
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Plaintiffs routinely seek fees and have received fees that far exceed $75,000 in similar litigation. 

Moreover, courts in this District have awarded attorneys’ fees of hundreds of thousands of dollars 

in cases brought under the CPPA. See, e.g., In re InPhonic, Inc., 674 F. Supp. 2d. 273, 290 (D.D.C. 

2009) (awarding $483,753.37 in fees and costs in action alleging, among other things, violations 

of the CPPA); Beck v. Test Masters Educ. Servs., Inc., 73 F. Supp. 3d 12, 20 (D.D.C. 2014) 

(awarding $927,707.89 in attorneys’ fees and expenses and costs to plaintiffs who won summary 

judgment on CPPA claim).  

18. The cost of complying with Plaintiff’s requested injunction and Plaintiff’s 

requested attorneys’ fees combined would substantially exceed the $75,000 amount in controversy 

threshold. 

19. To be sure, courts in this District have applied a “non-aggregation” principle when 

determining the amount in controversy in CPPA actions. See, e.g., Clean Label Project Found. v. 

Now Health Grp., Inc., 2021 WL 2809106, at *3-7 (D.D.C. Jul. 6, 2021). Courts applying that 

principle have determined the amount in controversy by dividing certain amounts, including the 

cost of compliance with the injunction sought and attorneys’ fees sought to be recovered, by the 

number of beneficiaries of the injunction. See, e.g., id., at *3-6 There is, however, no controlling 

authority in this Circuit adopting this principle.  

20. To the contrary, under D.C. Circuit precedents, the non-aggregation principle 

should not be applied. Under such precedents, the amount in controversy is to be calculated from 

the perspective of the defendant. See Smith v. Wash., 593 F.2d 1097, 1099 (D.C. Cir. 1978) (the 

“cost to the defendant[] to remedy the alleged” wrong is proper measure of amount in controversy). 

Thus, “‘the test for determining the amount in controversy is the pecuniary result to either party 

which the judgment would directly produce.’” Comm. for GI Rts. v. Callaway, 518 F.2d 466, 472 

(D.C. Cir. 1975) (determining jurisdictional amount associated with potential injunction without 

dividing costs by number of potential beneficiaries of the injunction).  

21. Consistent with D.C. Circuit precedents, the court in In re Folgers Coffee, Mktg. 

Litig., 2021 WL 5106457, at *4 (W.D. Mo. Aug. 19, 2021), held that the non-aggregation principle 
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should not be applied where, like here, a single plaintiff brought suit under the D.C. CPPA “on 

behalf of [himself] and the general public.” Id. at *1, *4. The court rejected the argument that any 

attorneys’ fees the plaintiff could recover must be divided “among the entire general public of the 

District of Columbia”; “[t]hrough the very structure of the CPPA, Plaintiff is a private attorney 

general whom the [CPPA] has empowered to enforce consumer protection laws—not the 

representative of a class of individuals whose rights will be affected by this litigation. 

Consequently, any award of attorneys’ fees would benefit Plaintiff and his attorneys, rather than a 

potential class—because there is no class.” Id. at *4 (citation modified). 

22. The reasoning in In re Folgers accords with the Supreme Court’s recent decision 

in Trump v. CASA, Inc., 606 U.S. 831 (2025), in which the Court explained that there is a very real 

difference between injunctive relief sought through a properly certified class and injunctive relief 

sought outside the class context, which cannot act as “a class-action workaround.” Id. at 850. The 

same distinction pertains in the context of assessing the beneficiaries of an injunction under the 

CPPA; the cost of complying with an injunction sought on behalf of an individual (here, Plaintiff) 

rather than a class cannot be divided among “parties and nonparties alike.” Id. at 849-50. 

23. Under the authorities discussed above, non-aggregation should not apply, and the 

amount in controversy exceeds the $75,000 jurisdictional threshold.  

24. In any event, the non-aggregation principle does not apply here because the 

attorney’s fees sought by Plaintiff (Compl. ¶ 146) is a differentiated monetary provision 

specifically benefitting Plaintiff and not nonparties. This is so because one of the two lawyers 

listed on the complaint and the lawyer that signed and filed the complaint—Terry Collingsworth—

appears in this action as the Executive Director of Plaintiff, identifying Plaintiff’s address as his 

own and identifying his email address as tc@iradvocates.org (i.e., his email address uses Plaintiff’s 

email domain extension). See Compl. p. 47 (signature block). That, in turn, means that Plaintiff—

via its Executive Director—“effectively seeks attorneys’ fees for itself” and “stands to gain a 

differentiated monetary benefit that is not shared with the general public it purports to represent,” 

a fact that is “salient to the jurisdictional amount calculation.” Int’l Rts. Advocs. v. Mars, Inc., 2025 
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WL 819580, at *7-8 (D.D.C. Mar. 13, 2025). There is no legal or factual basis for the non-

aggregation principle to apply to this differentiated monetary provision of Plaintiff’s requested 

relief. 

25. Thus, the amount in controversy element is satisfied in this case for purpose of 

diversity jurisdiction, and solely for that purpose. 

26. For all of these reasons, this Court has jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1332(a) 

and this case is removable.  

IV. SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA PLEADINGS AND 

NOTICE 

27. Defendants have satisfied the procedural requirements set forth in § 28 U.S.C. 

1446. 

28. Defendants file this Notice of Removal pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1446 and 1441(a) 

in the United States District Court for the District of Columbia because the court where this action 

was commenced, the Superior Court of the District of Columbia, is within this federal judicial 

district and division.  

29. As stated previously, Defendants timely removed. See 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b)(1).  

30. Pursuant to § 28 U.S.C. 1446(a), a copy of the complaint, summons, the Superior 

Court Docket Report, proof of service, and all other process, pleadings, and orders served on 

Defendants are attached hereto as Exhibits A-O and Q. 

31. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(d), Defendants will promptly serve this written Notice 

of Removal on Plaintiff and a copy of this Notice will be filed with the Clerk of the Superior Court 

of the District of Columbia. A copy of the notice that Defendants intend to file attaching the Notice 

is attached hereto as Exhibit P. 

V. RESERVATION OF RIGHTS/DENIAL OF LIABILITY 

32. Nothing in this Notice is intended to or should be construed as any type of express 

or implied admission by Defendants of any fact alleged by Plaintiff, of the validity or merits of 

any Plaintiff’s claims and allegations, or of any liability for the same, each and all of which are 

Case 1:26-cv-02569     Document 1     Filed 07/21/26     Page 6 of 7



 

7 
 

expressly denied, or as to any type of express or implied waiver or limitation of any of Defendants’ 

rights, claims, remedies, and defenses in connection with this action, all of which are hereby 

expressly reserved. 

33. WHEREFORE, Defendants respectfully request that the above-captioned action 

now pending in the Superior Court of the District of Columbia be removed to this United States 

District Court for the District of Columbia. 

 

Respectfully submitted on July 21, 2026. /s/ Dale J. Giali 
Dale J. Giali 
DC Bar No. 436514 
KING & SPALDING LLP 
633 West Fifth St. 
Suite 1600 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
Tel. (213) 442-4355 
Fax (213) 443-4310 
dgiali@kslaw.com 
 
Attorneys for Defendants  
Lindt & Sprüngli (USA) Inc. and 
Lindt & Sprüngli (North America) 
Inc. 
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SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
CIVIL DIVISION 

INTERNATIONAL RIGHTS ADVOCATES, 
INC., 621 Maryland Ave. NE, Washington, D.C. 
20002, 

Plaintiff, 

V. 

LINDT & SPRUNGLI (USA) INC., One Fine 
Chocolate Place, Stratham, NH, 03885; LINDT 
& SPRUNGLI (NORTH AMERICA) INC., 

2026-CAB-003121 

Case No. ----------

COMPLAINT 

4717 Grand Avenue, Suite 700, Kansas City, DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 
MO, 64112, 

Defendants. 

PREAMBLE 

On behalf of the general public of the District of Columbia, and in the interest of consumers, 

Plaintiff International Rights Advocates brings this action against Defendants Lindt & Sprungli 

(USA) Inc. and Lindt & Sprungli (North America) Inc. ( collectively, "Lindt") concerning their 

false and deceptive marketing representations about the conditions under which the cocoa they use 

in their confectionery products are produced in Ghana and Cote d'Ivoire. For over two decades, 

Lindt has known that its cocoa is produced with child labor. Through initiatives such as the Lindt 

& Sprungli Farming Program, Lindt has promised the public that it is working end this abusive 

practice in its supply chain and moving towards responsibly and sustainably sourced cocoa. But in 

reality, Lindt continues to profit from child labor while doing little to prevent it. Thus, consumers 

in the District are misled by Lindt's representations concerning the use of child labor in its supply 

chain. This Complaint is on behalf of the general public of the District of Columbia, in the interest 

of consumers. This is not a class action, and no class certification will be sought. Plaintiff alleges 

1 
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$3.50 "'20 

QTY 

I 111 
0 37466 01440 

SkU: SHS0U 

+ ADD TO CART 

M Chocolll•Hazehllc.rotl4-p11(19oz) 
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StOi"e Locator @ B O R 

BAKING & MORE V SALE V RECIPES V 

MINI SEMI-SWEET 
CHOCOLATE CHIPS 10 OZ BAG 

$8.95 IN STOCK 

SKU: 61027 

SIMILAR PRODUCTS 

QTY 

+ ADD TO CART 

G 

X 

0 

> 
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Categories Deals Pickup & delivery What can we help you find? ® Account 

-Ghirardelli Milk Chocolate Candy SQUARES Assortment -
4.8oz 
***** mv ~ 
$7 .49 ~ 1.56/ounce) CD 

Pickup 

RH0,,wilhln2hourl 

~ livery 7 r::lng 7 
a-- L :::.,_Apl J 

About the brand 

Pick up at PC New York Aye NE GbtGk 91btr 3!2CIJ 

Ready within 2 hours for pickup inside the store 

Add to cart 

Sign In to buy now 

.. Free & easy returns 
90 Ret\Jm this Item by mall orln stont within 90 days for • ful refund. 

Eligible for registries and wish lists 

~ Add to llst 

Lindi LIHOOR Truffln emboctf Che pnllorl WIii npen cr•hlll'l9ftlhip of Lindt Masffl Chocolatlers for• 
lusdousW1111aw11dingdlocoWlt••~. F'ont1ycr•fltdwithto,......,,ehocolt1•......_lheMlr\llfln 
•• liM wdh III irrKlttibly smooth, malt,ng cent•. Whan )'OU bfNk- tM chocolal• lhitl ol UNOOA. 
Iha luKDJS!y MIDOth center .tart,, lo ....it WIii Ml will you. 

Lindt LI NOOR: Make Every Moment Special 

The Perfect Seit lnduli9nce Impress Your Guests 

TrNI 'j'OUIWlf IO smooth, rich usting Enteri.in )'Ol,a' IJUHII with finely 

chooolat•wilhl.lndtUNDORTruffltt. cratitd,IJOl,lffllellinchLIHOOA 
A oetlKt IIHd cWldy INt la tHy to Tn,ffln, Whtlntt Nlil'lgt etfldr d!tll 
l'liov on itl _..Mt modda,, UNI Of Of ICC~nying t dHMrl plaltff. 

• 1Ptcltl indulgenc• lor yourwll. thaw chktta ln.lfflff •ra perfKI IOf 

cMbr,t,ng. 

Easy On-the-Go Treat 

~UndlUNOORtrvlfi.1ti,;kson­
htnd fOf t -I~ 11t1tek. fhtY 
-mtl)ffltcta!HIOftmueh• 

IINdedplck-fM-up~~ 

naed•momentol-~•· 

Giv. the Gift of Lindt 

0..... lhagilt ol pram,umchocoi.1• 
with • luadol.la. smooth ,,..11ing 
Ctnttl' -.rilh LINn UNOOA Trvlfln. 
Etch bt9 of lndiriduallyw,-awecl 

ehocolai.trulflffmakff•perltct 
gih lorlrien<kllld~---

CD 
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Terrence P. Collingsworth
Name of Plaintiff's Attorney

I NTERNATIONAL RIGHTS ADVOCATE;

Address
621 Maryland Ave. NE, Washington, D.0 

(202) 543-5811

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
CIVIL DIVISION
Civil Actions Branch

500 Indiana Avenue, N.W., Suite 5000 Washington, D.C. 20001
Telephone: (202) 879-1133 Website: www.dccourts.gov

INTERNATIONAL RIGHTS ADVOCATES, INC.

Plaintiff
vs.

LINDT & SPRUNGLI (USA) INC.

Defendant

SUMMONS
To the above named Defendant:

2026-CAB-003121

Case Number  

You are hereby summoned and required to serve an Answer to the attached Complaint, either
personally or through an attorney, within twenty one (21) days after service of this summons upon you,
exclusive of the day of service. If you are being sued as an officer or agency of the United States Government
or the District of Columbia Government, you have sixty (60) days after service of this summons to serve your
Answer. A copy of the Answer must be mailed to the attorney for the plaintiff who is suing you. The
attorney's name and address appear below. If plaintiff has no attorney, a copy of the Answer must be mailed
to the plaintiff at the address stated on this Summons.

You are also required to file the original Answer with the Court in Suite 5000 at 500 Indiana Avenue,
N.W., between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Mondays through Fridays or between 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon on
Saturdays. You may file the original Answer with the Court either before you serve a copy of the Answer on
the plaintiff or within seven (7) days after you have served the plaintiff. If you fail to file an Answer,
judgment by default may be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint.

%1011
• °e.„6. -

Clerk of C,

By

Date

,Depu,ty lerl.,<,„ •

5/1 1/2 't(! .-'•

Telephone

PrIMIE*,ift#TEgiW (202) 879-4828 Veuillez appeler au (202) 879-4828 pour une traduction D6' có InOt bai dich, hay g9i (202)879-4828

idq* (202)879-4828E itt4W-11011E ?hinicq' Aa9arY4. (202) 879-4828 ,e.gal.A•

IMPORTANT: IF YOU FAIL TO FILE AN ANSWER WITHIN THE TIME STATED ABOVE, OR IF, AFTER YOU
ANSWER, YOU FAIL TO APPEAR AT ANY TIME THE COURT NOTIFIES YOU TO DO SO, A JUDGMENT BY DEFAULT
MAY BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU FOR THE MONEY DAMAGES OR OTHER RELIEF DEMANDED IN THE
COMPLAINT. IF THIS OCCURS, YOUR WAGES MAY BE ATTACHED OR WITHHELD OR PERSONAL PROPERTY OR
REAL ESTATE YOU OWN MAY BE TAKEN AND SOLD TO PAY THE JUDGMENT. IF YOU INTEND TO OPPOSE THIS
ACTION, DO NOT FAIL TO ANSWER WITHIN THE REQUIRED TIME.

If you wish to talk to a lawyer and feel that you cannot afford to pay a fee to a lawyer, promptly contact one of the offices of the
Legal Aid Society (202-628-1161) or the Neighborhood Legal Services (202-279-5100) for help or come to Suite 5000 at 500
Indiana Avenue, N.W., for more information concerning places where you may ask for such help.

See reverse side for Spanish translation
Vea al dorso la traduccion al espaiiol

CV-3110 [Rev. June 2017] Super. Ct. Civ. R. 4
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TRIBUNAL SUPERIOR DEL DISTRITO DE COLUMBIA
DIVISION CIVIL

Seccion de Acciones Civiles
500 Indiana Avenue, N.W., Suite 5000, Washington, D.C. 20001

Telefono: (202) 879-1133 Sitio web: www.dccourts.gov

Demandante
contra

Al susodicho Demandado:

Demandado

Numero de Caso: /116•

401

Por la presente se le cita a comparecer y se le require entregar una Contestacion a la Demanda adjunta, sea en
persona o por medio de un abogado, en el plazo de veintiim (21) dias contados despues que usted haya recibido este
citatorio, excluyendo el dia mismo de la entrega del citatorio. Si usted esta siendo demandado en calidad de oficial o
agente del Gobierno de los Estados Unidos de Norteamerica o del Gobierno del Distrito de Columbia, tiene usted
sesenta (60) dias, contados despues que usted haya recibido este citatorio, para entregar su Contestacion. Tiene que
enviarle por correo una copia de su Contestacion al abogado de la parte demandante. El nombre y direccion del
abogado aparecen al final de este documento. Si el demandado no tiene abogado, tiene que enviarle al demandante una
copia de la Contestacion por correo a la direccion que aparece en este Citatorio.

CITATORIO

A usted tambien se le require presentar la Contestacion original al Tribunal en la Oficina 5000, sito en 500
Indiana Avenue, N.W., entre las 8:30 a.m. y 5:00 p.m., de lunes a viernes o entre las 9:00 a.m. y las 12:00 del mediodia
los sabados. Usted puede presentar la Contestacion original ante el Juez ya sea antes que usted le entregue al
demandante una copia de la ContestaciOn o en el plazo de siete (7) dias de haberle hecho la entrega al demandante. Si
usted incumple con presentar una ContestaciOn, podria dictarse un fallo en rebeldia contra usted para que se haga
efectivo el desagravio que se busca en la demanda.

Nombre del abogado del Demandante

Por:

Direccion

Fecha

SECRETARIO DEL TRIBUNAL

Subsecretario

Telefono
Egit (202) 879-4828 Veuillez appeler au (202) 879-4828 pour une traduction De có mOt bai dich, hay goi (202)879-4828

biL 2 1;61.01202) 879-4828 AifiagigtaATt. 4-Crtlp n"7'1 1' (202) 879-4828 ,e,,e,a)lt-

,d111140 _

IMPORTANTE: SI USTED INCUMPLE CON PRESENTAR UNA CONTESTACION EN EL PLAZO ANTES
MENCIONADO 0, SI LUEGO DE CONTESTAR, USTED NO COMPARECE CUANDO LE AVISE EL JUZGADO, PODRiA
DICTARSE UN FALLO EN REBELDIA CONTRA USTED PARA QUE SE LE COBRE LOS DA&OS Y PERJUICIOS U OTRO
DESAGRAVIO QUE SE BUSQUE EN LA DEMANDA. SI ESTO OCURRE, PODRIA RETENERSELE SUS INGRESOS, 0
PODRiA TOMARSELE SUS BIENES PERSONALES 0 BIENES RAICES Y SER VENDIDOS PARA PAGAR EL FALLO. SI
USTED PRETENDE OPONERSE A ESTA ACCION, NO DEJE DE CONTESTAR LA DEMANDA DENTRO DEL PLAZO
EXIGIDO.

Si desea conversar con un abogado y le parece que no puede pagarle a uno, llame pronto a una de nuestras oficinas del Legal Aid
Society (202-628-1161) o el Neighborhood Legal Services (202-279-5100) para pedir ayuda o venga a la Oficina 5000 del 500
Indiana Avenue, N.W., para informarse sobre otros lugares donde puede pedirayuda al respecto.

Vea al dorso el original en ingles
See reverse side for English original

CV-3110 [Rev. June 2017] Super. Ct. Civ. R. 4
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CV-3110 [Rev. June 2017]                      Super. Ct. Civ. R. 4

Washington, DC 20001 Teléfono 879-1133

TRIBU AL SUPERIOR DEL DISTRITO DE COLUMBIA
DIVISIÓ  CIVIL

             Sección de Acciones Civiles
   500 Indiana Avenue, .W., Suite 5000, Washington, D.C. 20001

contra
Demandante

Número de Caso:

Al susodicho Demandado:

Demandado

CITATORIO

Por la presente se le cita a comparecer y se le require entregar una Contestación a la Demanda adjunta, sea en 
persona o por medio de un abogado, en el plazo de veintiún (21) días contados después que usted haya recibido este 
citatorio, excluyendo el día mismo de la entrega del citatorio. Si usted está siendo demandado en calidad de oficial o 
agente del Gobierno de los Estados Unidos de Norteamérica o del Gobierno del Distrito de Columbia, tiene usted 
sesenta (60) días, contados después que usted haya recibido este citatorio, para entregar su Contestación. Tiene que 
enviarle por correo una copia de su Contestación al abogado de la parte demandante. El nombre y dirección del  
abogado aparecen al final de este documento. Si el demandado no tiene abogado, tiene que enviarle al demandante una 
copia de la Contestación por correo a la dirección que aparece en este Citatorio.

A usted también se le require presentar la Contestación original al Tribunal en la Oficina 5000, sito en 500 
Indiana Avenue, N.W., entre las 8:30 a.m. y 5:00 p.m., de lunes a viernes o entre las 9:00 a.m. y las 12:00 del mediodía 
los sábados. Usted puede presentar la Contestación original ante el Juez ya sea antes que usted le entregue al 
demandante una copia de la Contestación o en el plazo de siete (7) días de haberle hecho la entrega al demandante. Si 
usted incumple con presentar una Contestación, podría dictarse un fallo en rebeldía contra usted para que se haga 
efectivo el desagravio que se busca en la demanda.

Nombre del abogado del Demandante
SECRETARIO DEL TRIBUNAL

Por:
Dirección Subsecretario

Fecha 
Teléfono

, (202) 879-4828 Veuillez appeler au (202) 879-4828 pour une traduction (202) 879-4828

, (202) 879-4828 (202) 879-4828  

IMPORTANTE: SI USTED INCUMPLE CON PRESENTAR UNA CONTESTACIÓN EN EL PLAZO ANTES 
MENCIONADO O, SI LUEGO DE CONTESTAR, USTED NO COMPARECE CUANDO LE AVISE EL JUZGADO, PODRÍA 
DICTARSE UN FALLO EN REBELDÍA CONTRA USTED PARA QUE SE LE COBRE LOS DAÑOS Y PERJUICIOS U OTRO 
DESAGRAVIO QUE SE BUSQUE EN LA DEMANDA. SI ESTO OCURRE, PODRÍA RETENÉRSELE SUS INGRESOS, O 
PODRÍA TOMÁRSELE SUS BIENES PERSONALES O BIENES RAÍCES Y SER VENDIDOS PARA PAGAR EL FALLO. SI 
USTED PRETENDE OPONERSE A ESTA ACCIÓN, NO DEJE DE CONTESTAR LA DEMANDA DENTRO DEL PLAZO 
EXIGIDO.

Si desea conversar con un abogado y le parece que no puede pagarle a uno, llame pronto a una de nuestras oficinas del Legal Aid 
Society (202-628-1161) o el Neighborhood Legal Services (202-279-5100) para pedir ayuda o venga a la Oficina 5000 del 500 
Indiana Avenue, N.W., para informarse sobre otros lugares donde puede pedirayuda al respecto.

Vea al dorso el original en inglés 
See reverse side for English original

       Teléfono: (202) 879-1133 Sitio web: www.dccourts.gov
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Superior Court of the District of Columbia

CIVIL DIVISION - CIVIL ACTIONS BRANCH

INFORMATION SHEET

Case Number:
Plaintiff(s)

VS

Defendant(s)

Date:

One of the defendants is being sued
in their official capacity.

Name: (Please Print) Relationship to Lawsuit

Attorney for Plaintiff

Self (Pro Se)

Other:

Firm Name:

Telephone No.: DC Bar No.:

TYPE OF CASE: Non-Jury

Demand: $

6 Person Jury

Other:

12 Person Jury

PENDING CASE(S) RELATED TO THE ACTION BEING FILED

Case No.:  Judge:  Calendar #: 

Case No.: Judge:  Calendar #: 

NATURE OF SUIT: (Check One Box Only)

CONTRACT COLLECTION/INS. SUB EMPLOYMENT DISPUTE

Breach of Contract Debt Collection Breach of Contract

Breach of Warranty Insurance Subrogation Discrimination

Condo/Homeowner Assn. Fees Motion/Application for Judgment by Confession Wage Claim

Contract Enforcement Motion/Application Regarding Arbitration Award Whistle Blower

Negotiable Instrument Wrongful Termination

REAL PROPERTY FRIENDLY SUIT

Condo/Homeowner Assn. Foreclosure Ejectment Other HOUSING CODE REGULATIONS

Declaratory Judgment Eminent Domain Quiet Title QUI TAM

Drug Related Nuisance Abatement Interpleader Specific Performance STRUCTURED SETTLEMENTS

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDINGS AGENCY APPEAL

Administrative Search Warrant Release Mechanics Lien Dangerous Animal Determination

App. for Entry of Jgt. Defaulted Compensation Benefits Request for Subpoena DCPS Residency Appeal

Enter Administrative Order as Judgment MALPRACTICE Merit Personnel Act (OEA)

Libel of Information Medical — Other Merit Personnel Act (OHR)

Master Meter Wrongful Death Other Agency Appeal

Petition Other APPLICATION FOR INTERNATIONAL FOREIGN JUDGMENT

CV-496/February 2023
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Information Sheet, Continued

CIVIL ASSET FORFEITURE

Currency

TORT
Abuse of Process

Other Assault/Battery

Real Property Conversion

Vehicle False Arrest/Malicious Prosecution

NAME CHANGE/VITAL RECORD AMENDMENT Libel/Slander/Defamation

Birth Certificate Amendment Personal Injury

Death Certificate Amendment Toxic Mass

Gender Amendment Wrongful Death (Non-Medical Malpractice)

Name Change

GENERAL CIVIL
Accounting

Deceit (Misrepresentation)

Fraud

Invasion of Privacy

Lead Paint

Legal Malpractice

Motion/Application Regarding Arbitration Award

Other - General Civil

Product Liability STATUTORY CLAIM

Request for Liquidation Anti — SLAPP

Writ of Replevin Consumer Protection Act

Wrongful Eviction Exploitation of Vulnerable Adult

CIVIL I/COMPLEX CIVIL Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

Asbestos Other

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE TAX SALE FORECLOSURE

Non-Residential Tax Sale Annual

Residential Tax Sale Bid Off

VEHICLE

Personal Injury

Property Damage

TRAFFIC ADJUDICATION APPEAL

REQUEST FOR FOREIGN JUDGMENT

Filer/Attorney's Signature Date

CV-496/February 2023
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Superior Court of the District of Columbia

Civil Division - Civil Actions Branch

500 Indiana Ave NW, Room 5000, Washington DC 20001

202-879-1133 I www.dccourts.gov

Lindt & Sprungli (USA) INC.

One Fine Chocolate Place

Stratham NH 03885

First Class Mail
U. S. Postage Paid
Washington, D.C.
Permit No. 1726

You are named in a lawsuit filed in the Superior Court of the District of Columbia. If you cannot appear at the
hearing, please contact the Clerk's Office immediately for more information. If Plaintiff does not participate, the case
may be dismissed. If Defendant does not participate, default or judgment may be entered.

For case information, please contact the Civil Actions Branch Clerk's Office by phone at 202-879-1133 or by live

chat at https://www.dccourts.gov/services/civil-matters/requesting-over-10k.

To access your case information online, please visit www.dccourts.gov/services/cases-online.

Case Caption: International Rights Advocates Inc v. Lindt & Sprungli (USA) INC. et al.

To: Lindt & Sprungli (USA) INC. Case Number: 2026-CAB-003121

NOTICE OF REMOTE INITIAL SCHEDULING CONFERENCE

Your case is scheduled for a(n) Remote Initial Scheduling Conference on 08/07/2026 at 9:30 AM in Remote

Courtroom 320.

The remote hearing will be held via Webex. To join the hearing, follow the below instructions.

To Join by Computer, Tablet, or Smartphone: 

1) Copy and Paste or Type the link into a web browser and enter the Webex Meeting ID listed below.

Link: dccourts.webex.com/meet/ctb320

Meeting ID: 129 226 9879

2) Click "Join Meeting". You may be placed in the lobby until the courtroom clerk gives you access to the hearing.

OR To Join by Phone: 

1) Call 202-860-2110 (local) or 844-992-4726 (toll-free)

Enter the Webex Meeting ID shown above followed by "##"

Resources and Contact Information: 

1) For best practices on how to participate in Webex Meetings, click here www.webex.com/learn/best-practices.html.

2) For technical issues or questions, call the Information Technology Division at 202-879-1928 and select option 2.

3) For case questions, call the Civil Actions Branch at 202-879-1133.

4) To change your method of hearing participation, visit www.dccourts.gov/hearing-information for instructions and

forms.
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Accessibility and Language Access Information for Superior Court

Persons with Disabilities:

If you have a disability as defined by the American Disabilities Act (ADA) and you require an accommodation, please call
(202) 879-1700 or email ADACoordinator@dcsc.gov. The D.C. Courts does not provide transportation service.

Interpreting and Translation Services:

The D.C. Courts offers free language access services to people having business with the court who are deaf or who are
non-English speakers. Parties to a case may request free translations of court orders and other court documents. To ask
for an interpreter or translation, please contact the Clerk's Office at the telephone number at the top of the first page of
this notice. For more information, visit https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access.

Language access is important to the D.C. Courts. You can provide feedback on language services by
visiting https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#1anguage-access.

Servicios de interpretacion y traduccion:

Los Tribunales del Distrito de Columbia ofrecen servicios gratuitos de acceso al idioma a las personas sordas o que no
hablan ingles que tienen asuntos que atender en el tribunal. Las partes de un caso pueden solicitar traducciones gratuitas
de las 6rdenes judiciales y otros documentos del tribunal. Para solicitar un interprete o una traducci6n, p6ngase en
contacto con la Secretarla en el riLlmero de telefono que figura en la parte superior de la primera pagina de este anuncio.
Para mss informaci6n, visite https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access.

El acceso al idioma es importante para los Tribunales del Distrito de Columbia. Puede dar su opini6n sobre los servicios
de idiomas visitando https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#1anguage-
access.

PEAS ?R1h.c 1-C4a9. h/A07rN044:

cpg,.(1 cz n,,i4 crinna91- Al-rwap-c‘ Oci/a7A,71K *qA -1-5.2 A6\u-7- nc,z. rL1 7.,9,2, i\AGD-. n5DT 179, (D ni* ±2,6:6171-

M6\a7A-c'r4 ,PcI)C116\:: ±hCrhG UD'7  PcC2- al- 1-XiiriTc &A-4 cpccz al- mg* rvig Xnig,±z:ipr\ op- cfmrh?4, ,ETAA-::
V)-1-C,a9, 1:13,2,91' PA'rh- I-C7-91n AcnnihPIDT, Xnhspq/ nt-tsu 2.-ngn, ?crin crin&ip '7g' x,51- A2, 11-1-4amihap- hAh tTC F cz avii
cromo-n al- r1, -1/ ,P5',2a74-.:: AflAm cm L,A' https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access A,a 2/1-fl -.::

PA''/* ±2,G, 1- Ag,.ft,. C.Z' flAT .th,4,,Y2, 17C1D-:: ?V'A Mg\criAor4 11±crmAh+ 1(11.,i)P1-9°'

https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#1anguage-access flcr'31-11"5.1" cri3nrh+
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Superior Court of the District of Columbia
Civil Division - Civil Actions Branch

500 Indiana Ave NW, Room 5000, Washington DC 20001
202-879-1133 I www.dccourts.gov

Case Number: 2026-CAB-003121

Case Style: International Rights Advocates Inc v. Lindt & Sprungli (USA) INC. et al.

INITIAL ORDER

Initial Hearing Date:

Friday, 08/07/2026

Initial Hearing Time: Courtroom Location:

9:30 AM Remote Courtroom 320

Please see attached instructions for remote participation.

Your case is assigned to Associate Judge Edward O'Connell.

Pursuant to D.C. Code § 11-906 and District of Columbia Superior Court Rule of Civil Procedure ("Super. Ct. Civ. R.") 40-

I, it is hereby ORDERED as follows:

1) This case is assigned to the judge and calendar designated above. All future filings in this case shall bear the

calendar number and judge's name along with the case number in the caption.

2) Within 60 days of the filing of the complaint, plaintiff must file proof of service on each defendant of copies of the

summons, the complaint, and this Initial Order. The court will dismiss the claims against any defendant for whom such

proof of service has not been filed by this deadline, unless the court extended the time for service under Rule 4.

3) Within 21 days of service (unless otherwise provided in Rule 12), each defendant must respond to the complaint by

filing an answer or other responsive pleading. The court may enter a default and a default judgment against any

defendant who does not meet this deadline, unless the court extended the deadline under Rule 55(a).

4) At the time stated above, all counsel and unrepresented parties shall participate in a hearing to establish a schedule

and discuss the possibilities of settlement. Counsel shall discuss with their clients before the hearing whether the

clients are agreeable to binding or non-binding arbitration. This order is the only notice that parties and counsel will

receive concerning this hearing.

5) If the date or time is inconvenient for any party or counsel, the Civil Actions Branch may continue the Conference

once, with the consent of all parties, to either of the two succeeding days when the calendar is called. To reschedule

the hearing, a party or lawyer may call the Branch at (202) 879-1133. Any such request must be made at least seven

business days before the scheduled date. No other continuance will be granted except upon motion for good cause

shown.

6) Parties are responsible for obtaining and complying with all requirements of the General Order for Civil cases, each

judge's Supplement to the General Order and the General Mediation Order. Copies of these orders are available in

the Courtroom and on the Court's website http://www.dccourts.gov/.

Chief Judge Milton C. Lee, Jr.
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To Join by Computer, Tablet, or Smartphone: 

1) Copy and Paste or Type the link into a web browser and enter the Webex Meeting ID listed below.

Link: dccourts.webex.com/meet/ctb320

Meeting ID: 129 226 9879

2) When you are ready, click "Join Meeting".

3) You will be placed in the lobby until the courtroom clerk gives you access to the hearing.

Or to Join by Phone: 

1) Call 202-860-2110 (local) or 844-992-4726 (toll-free)

2) Enter the Webex Meeting ID listed above followed by "##"

Resources and Contact Information: 

1) For best practices on how to participate in Webex Meetings, click here https://www.webex.com/learn/best-

practices.html.

2) For technical issues or questions, call the Information Technology Division at 202-879-1928 and select

option 2.

3) For case questions, call the Civil Actions Branch Clerk's Office at 202-879-1133.

4) To change your method of hearing participation, visit www.dccourts.gov/hearing-information for

instructions and forms.

Page 2 of 6
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ACCESSIBILITY AND LANGUAGE ACCESS

Persons with Disabilities:

If you have a disability as defined by the American Disabilities Act (ADA) and you require an accommodation,
please call 202-879-1700 or email ADACoordinator@dcsc.gov. The D.C. Courts does not provide
transportation service.

Interpreting and Translation Services:

The D.C. Courts offers free language access services to people having business with the court who are deaf
or who are non-English speakers. Parties to a case may request free translations of court orders and other
court documents. To ask for an interpreter or translation, please contact the Clerk's Office listed for your
case. For more information, visit https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access.

Servicios de interpretaciOn y traducciOn:

Los Tribunales del Distrito de Columbia ofrecen servicios gratuitos de acceso al idioma a las personas sordas
o que no hablan ingles que tienen asuntos que atender en el tribunal. Las partes de un caso pueden solicitar
traducciones gratuitas de las ordenes judiciales y otros documentos del tribunal. Para solicitar un interprete o
una traducci6n, pangase en contacto con la Secretaria de su caso.

Para mas informaci6n, visite https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access.

El acceso al idioma es importante para los Tribunales del Distrito de Columbia. Puede dar su opinion sobre
los servicios de idiomas visitando https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-
services#1anguage-access.

?PAS Ntrit.c 1-C "L h./Act/A.4T: 

PR4.111 11-7-T cm ticr9+ A+(115-TOD-5- FX"'icr/A,11 A)'-'7A) +5-2G Ag\U-7- fifiTaD- (193* tiR PA''A

MA9A-7-4 ap'n°* t3 C,E~ fb 0145- (\DAD* nA- mg* rrig xqi,241-410ThATG)-

crpri)?4, P,J)g\ GD,a9° PR'r1-1-4 1-CPicr% Acrcia)(34, 1h9D'i 11031-17-1193 P+HZ,H4c1D-qi PRUZ., (hACh'h

A+CLIcrLIG cr134A. https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access 

V14,\'1, PVA) Me\a7A---?-* fl-haDAh+ .1(1-b,f)P1- 19°'-'7
https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#1anguage-access 
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Tips for Attending Remote Hearings - Civil Division
Your court hearing may be held remotely. This means that you will participate by phone or by video

conference instead of coming to the courthouse. Here are some tips on how to prepare.

How do I know if I have a remote hearing?

The Court will contact you to tell you that your hearing is remote.
They may contact you by sending you an email, letter in the mail,
or by calling you.

How do I take part in a remote hearing?

The Court will give you step-by-step instructions on how to take
part in the remote hearing.

If you lose your written notice, call the Civil Actions Clerk's Office
for instructions at:

202-879-1133

Is there anything that I should do before
the day of the hearing?

• Let the court know immediately if you cannot join a hearing
because you do not have a phone or computer.

\̀ Civil Actions Clerk's Office: 202-879-1133

• You may want to contact an attorney for legal help.

• You can also find the list of legal services providers at
www.dccourts.gov/services/represent-yourself by clicking
on the link that says, "List of Legal Service Providers for
Those Seeking an Attorney or Legal Advice".

• Evidence: if you want the judge to review photos or
documents, ask the judge how to submit your evidence.

• Witnesses: tell the judge if you want a witness to testify at
your hearing.

• Accommodations & Language Access: let the court know if
you need an interpreter or other accommodation for your
hearing.

Tips for the Hearing

• Join the hearing a few minutes early!

• Charge your computer or phone and make sure you have
enough minutes to join the call. Find a private and quiet
space. If possible, be alone in a room during the hearing. Try
to limit distractions as much as possible. If others are in the
room with you, ask if they can be quiet during the hearing.

• Mute your microphone when you are not talking. Mute all
sounds on your phone or computer.

• Say your name before you speak so the record is
clear. Be prepared to identify your role in the
hearing (e.g., observer, plaintiff, defendant, witness, etc.).

• Speak slowly and clearly so everyone hears what you are
saying.

• Pause before speaking in case there is a lag. Use a headset
or headphones if you can. This will free up your hands and
sound better.

N4k

• Try not to talk over anyone else. Only one person can speak
at a time. If you talk while someone else is talking, the judge
will not be able to hear you.

• Have all your documents for the hearing in front of you. Have
a pen and paper to take notes.

• If you are not ready for your hearing or want to speak with an
attorney, you can ask the judge to postpone your hearing for
another date.

• If your sound or video freezes during the hearing, use the
chat feature or call the Clerk's Office to let them know that
you are having technical issues.

Special Tips for Video Hearings
(Click here for more information)

• Download the court's hearing software, WebEx, in advance
and do a test run! The Court will provide you with a WebEx
link in advance of the hearing.

• Set up the camera at eye level. If you are using your phone,
prop it up so you can look at it without holding it.

• Look at the camera when you speak and avoid moving
around on the video.

• Wear what you would normally wear to court.

• Sit in a well-lit room with no bright lights behind you.

• If possible, find a blank wall to sit in front of. Remember the
judge will be able to see everything on your screen, so pick a
location that is not distracting.

Page 4 of 6
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District of Columbia Courts

Tips for Using DC Courts Remote Hearing Sites

The DC Courts have remote hearing sites available in various locations in the community to help persons

who may not have computer devices or internet service at home to participate in scheduled remote hearings.

The Courts are committed to enhancing access to justice for all.

There are four remote access sites throughout the community which will operate Monday — Friday, 8:30 am —

4:00 pm.

Remote Site - 3
Balance and Restorative Justice

Center

118 Q Street, NE
1 A / L. : 1-1 e's

Remote Site - 2
Balance and Restorative Justice
Center

1110 V Street, SE
Washington, DC 20020

 21•7

Remote Site — 4
Balance and Restorative Justice
Center

920 Rhode Island Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20018

If you want to use a remote site location for your hearing, call 202-879-1900 or email

DCCourtsRemoteSites@dcsc.gov at least 24 hours before your hearing to reserve a remote access computer

station.

If you require special accommodations such as an interpreter for your hearing, please call 202-879-1900

at least 24 hours in advance of your hearing so the Courts can make arrangements.

*You should bring the following items when you come to your scheduled site location*

1. Your case number and any hyperlinks provided by the Courts for your scheduled hearing.

2. Any documents you need for the hearing (evidence), including exhibits, receipts, photos, contracts, etc.

3. Materials for notetaking, including pen and paper.

*Safety and security measures are in place at the remote sites.

Contact information to schedule your remote access computer station:

Call: 202-879-1900

Email: DCCourtsRemoteSites@dcsc.gov 

Page 5 of 6
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Tribunales del Distrito de Columbia

Consejos para usar los sitios de
audiencia remota de los Tribunales de DC

Los Tribunales de DC disponen de sitios de audiencia remota en distintos centros de Ia comunidad para

ayudar a que las personas que no tienen dispositivos informaticos o servicio de Internet en su casa puedan

participar en audiencias remotas programadas. Los Tribunales honran el compromiso de mejorar el acceso de

toda la poblacion a Ia justicia.

En toda la comunidad hay cuatro sitios de acceso remoto que funcionaran de Lunes a Viernes, de 8:30 am a

4:00 pm.

Sito Remoto - 3
Balance and Restorative Justice
Center

118 Q Street, NE

Sito Remoto - 2
Balance and Restorative Justice
Center

1110 V Street, SE
Washington, DC 20020

Sito Remoto — 4
Balance and Restorative Justice
Center

920 Rhode Island Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20018

Si desea usar un sitio remoto para su audiencia, Ilame al 202-879-1900 o envie un mensaje de

correo electronic° a DCCourtsRemoteSites nci dcsc.gov al menos 24 horas antes de Ia audiencia, para

reservar una estacion de computadora de acceso remoto.

Si necesita adaptaciones especiales, como un interprete para Ia audiencia, Ilame al 202-879-1900

al menos 24 horas antes de Ia audiencia para que los Tribunales puedan hacer los arreglos

necesarios.

*Cuando concurra al sitio programado debe Ilevar los siguientes articulos*

1. Su nOmero de caso y todos los hipervinculos que le hayan proporcionado los Tribunales para Ia

audiencia programada.

2. Cualquier documento que necesite para Ia audiencia (prueba), incluidos documentos probatorios,

recibos, fotos, contratos, etc.

3. Materiales para tomar nota, como papel y lapiz.

*Los sitios de acceso remoto cuentan con medidas de seguridad y proteccion.

InformaciOn de contacto para programar su estaciOn de computadora de acceso remoto:

Telefono: 202-879-1900

Correo electronico: DCCourtsRemoteSites@dcsc.gov 
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Superior Court of the District of Columbia 
CIVIL DIVISION�- CIVIL ACTIONS BRANCH 

INFORMATION SHEET 

CV-496/February 2023

    Case Number: ____________________________________ 

    Date: __________________________________________ 

________________________________________     

vs        

B_______________________________________  One of the defendants is being sued 
 in their official capacity.  

TYPE OF CASE:          Non-Jury  6 Person Jury       12 Person Jury  
Demand: $____________________________         Other: ___________________________________ 

PENDING CASE(S) RELATED TO THE ACTION BEING FILED 
Case No.:______________________       Judge: __________________     Calendar�#:_______________________ 

Case No.:______________________       Judge:�__________________��   Calendar�#:_______________________ 

Name: (Please Print) Relationship to Lawsuit   

     Attorney for Plaintiff 

     Self (Pro Se) 

     Other: __________________ 

Firm Name: 

Telephone No.:      '&�Bar No.: 

NATURE OF SUIT:       (Check One Box Only) 

CONTRACT  COLLECTION/INS. SUB 
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Information Sheet, Continued 

CV-496/February 2023 

VEHICLE

__________________________________        ______________________________ 

 FLOer�Attorney’s Signature                  Date 

CIVIL $SSET FORFEITURE
&urrHnFy
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N$ME CH$NGE�VIT$L RECORD $MENDMENT
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eFiled
6/29/2026 5:18:15 PM
Superior Court

of the District ofColumbia

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE

Case: 2026-CAB-003121 Court: Superior Court of the District of Columbia -
Civil Division - Civil Actions Branch

Plaintiff / Petitioner: Defendant / Respondent:
International Rights Advocates Inc Lindt & Sprungli (USA) Inc. et al

To be served upon: County:
Lindt & Sprungli (USA) Inc. et al c/o CT
Corporation System - Registered Agent

I, Kristin Nason , being duly sworn, depose and say: | am over the age of 18 years

Received by: For:
The Nason Group Veritext

and not a party to this action, and that within the boundaries of the state where service was
effected, | was authorized by law to make service of the documents and informed said person
of the contents herein.

Recipient Name: Laurie Willmott - CT Representative
Lindt & Sprungli (USA) Inc. et al
c/o CT Corporation System - Registered Agent

Address: 2 1/2 Beacon Street, Concord, NH 03301

Date of Service: June 22, 2026
Time of Service: 12:44 PM
Manner of Service: Authorized

Documents: Summons; Initial Order; Notice; Complaint; Information Sheet;
PLAINTIFF'S REQUESTS FOR ADMISSIONS TO DEFENDANT LINDT & SPRUNGLI (USA) INC.;
PLAINTIFF'S REQUESTS FOR PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS TO DEFENDANT LINDT &
SPRUNGLI (USA) INC.; PLAINTIFF'S FIRST SET OF INTERROGATORIES TO DEFENDANT
LINDT & SPRUNGLI (USA) INC.

Additional Comments:

aden

Printed Name: Kristin Nason
Date: June 27, 2026
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eFiled
7/6/2026 3:46:59 PM
Superior Court

of the District ofColumbia

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
CIVIL DIVISION

CASE NO. 2026-CAB-003121

Hon. Edward O'Connell

Next Event: Initial Scheduling Conference

Next Date: August 7, 2026

INTERNATIONAL RIGHTS ADVOCATES,
INC.,

Plaintiff,

LINDT & SPRUNGLI (USA) INC.;
LINDT & SPRUNGLI (NORTH
AMERICA) INC.,

Defendants.

CONSENT MOTION TO EXTEND TIME FOR DEFENDANTS TO RESPOND TO
COMPLAINT

Defendants Lindt & Spriingli (USA) Inc. and Lindt & Spriingli (North America) Inc.

("Defendants") respectfully move to extend their time to respond to the complaint until

September 11, 2026. Plaintiff agrees to the requested relief as detailed below. In support of this

consent motion, Defendants respectfully incorporate the attached memorandum ofpoints and

authorities.

1
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Respectfully submitted on July 6, 2026. /s/ Dale J. Giali 
Dale J. Giali 
DC Bar No. 436514 
KING & SPALDING LLP 
633 West Fifth St. 
Suite 1600 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
Tel. (213) 442-4355 
Fax (213) 443-4310 
dgiali@kslaw.com 
 
Attorneys for Defendants  
Lindt & Sprüngli (USA) Inc. and 
Lindt & Sprüngli (North America) 
Inc. 
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MEMORANDUM OF POINTS AND AUTHORITIES 

1. On May 8, 2026, Plaintiff International Rights Advocates, Inc. filed the complaint 

in this action, which alleges that Defendants Lindt & Sprüngli (USA) Inc. and Lindt & Sprüngli 

(North America) Inc.’s (“Defendants”) advertising regarding its cocoa supply chain deceived 

consumers. 

2. Plaintiff has represented that service was effectuated June 22, 2026.  

3. Absent an extension, Defendants’ response to the complaint based on such service 

is currently due by July 13, 2026. 

4. Defendants request until September 11, 2026 to respond to the complaint.  

5. Good cause exists for this proposed extension. Permitting Defendants until 

September 11, 2026 to respond to the complaint will allow Defendants and their counsel additional 

time to analyze the complaint, determine how best to respond, and effectuate its response. Plaintiff 

consents to Defendants’ request to the extent Defendants are considering filing an Answer or a 

Motion to Dismiss. Defendants certify that they seek this relief in good faith and not for undue 

delay or any other improper purpose. 

CONCLUSION 

WHEREFORE, Defendants respectfully request that the Court grant this consent motion, 

and permit Defendants to respond to the complaint no later than September 11, 2026. 

 

Respectfully submitted on July 6, 2026. /s/ Dale J. Giali 
Dale J. Giali 
DC Bar No. 436514 
KING & SPALDING LLP 
633 West Fifth St. 
Suite 1600 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
Tel. (213) 442-4355 
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Fax (213) 443-4310 
dgiali@kslaw.com 
 
Attorneys for Defendants  
Lindt & Sprüngli (USA) Inc. and 
Lindt & Sprüngli (North America) 
Inc. 

 

SUPERIOR COURT RULE 12-I(a) CERTIFICATION 

 I hereby certify that on July 2, 2026, counsel for Defendants consulted with counsel for 

Plaintiff by email, and counsel for Plaintiff stated that the Plaintiff consents to the relief requested 

in this motion as detailed above. 

Respectfully submitted on July 6, 2026. /s/ Dale J. Giali 
Dale J. Giali 
DC Bar No. 436514 
KING & SPALDING LLP 
633 West Fifth St. 
Suite 1600 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
Tel. (213) 442-4355 
Fax (213) 443-4310 
dgiali@kslaw.com 
 
Attorneys for Defendants  
Lindt & Sprüngli (USA) Inc. and 
Lindt & Sprüngli (North America) 
Inc. 
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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
CIVIL DIVISION 

 

INTERNATIONAL RIGHTS ADVOCATES, 
INC., 

      Plaintiff, 

v. 

     CASE NO. 2026-CAB-003121 

Hon. Edward O’Connell 

Next Event: Initial Scheduling Conference 

Next Date: August 7, 2026 

LINDT & SPRÜNGLI (USA) INC.; 
LINDT & SPRÜNGLI (NORTH 
AMERICA) INC., 

     Defendants. 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
I hereby certify that on July 6, 2026, a copy of the foregoing document was filed 

electronically and served pursuant to this Court’s ECF Filing System, upon counsel of record. 

 

Respectfully submitted on July 6, 2026. /s/ Dale J. Giali 
Dale J. Giali 
DC Bar No. 436514 
KING & SPALDING LLP 
633 West Fifth St. 
Suite 1600 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
Tel. (213) 442-4355 
Fax (213) 443-4310 
dgiali@kslaw.com 
Attorney for Defendants  
Lindt & Sprüngli (USA) Inc. and 
Lindt & Sprüngli (North America) 
Inc. 
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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
CIVIL DIVISION 

 

INTERNATIONAL RIGHTS ADVOCATES, 
INC., 

      Plaintiff, 

v. 

     CASE NO. 2026-CAB-003121 

Hon. Edward O’Connell 

Next Event: Initial Scheduling Conference 

Next Date: August 7, 2026 

LINDT & SPRÜNGLI (USA) INC.; 
LINDT & SPRÜNGLI (NORTH 
AMERICA) INC., 

     Defendants. 

CONSENT MOTION TO EXTEND TIME FOR DEFENDANT TO RESPOND TO 
COMPLAINT 

Pending before the Court is Defendants Lindt & Sprüngli (USA) Inc. and Lindt & 

Sprüngli (North America) Inc.’s (“Defendants”) Consent Motion to Extend Time for Defendants 

to Respond to the Complaint. There are no other pending matters requiring the Court’s attention 

and Defendants show good cause for their Motion. Therefore, it is on this __ day of July 2026, 

hereby 

ORDERED that the Motion is GRANTED; it is further 

ORDERED that Defendants shall file their response to the Complaint on or before 

September 11, 2026. 

       ______________________________ 
       Hon. Edward O’Connell 

 
COPIES TO:  
Counsel of Record  
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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

CIVIL DIVISION 

 

INTERNATIONAL RIGHTS ADVOCATES INC., 

 

Plaintiff, 

 

v. 

 

LINDT & SPRUNGLI (USA) INC., et al., 

 

Defendants. 

 

 

   

2026-CAB-003121 

Judge Edward A. O’Connell 

 

Next Event: October 16, 2026 

 

Remote Initial Scheduling 

Conference 

 

 

 

ORDER 

 

Pending before the Court is Defendants’ Consent Motion to Extend Time to Respond to 

the Complaint, filed July 6, 2026.  The Court finds good cause to grant the request.  

ACCORDINGLY, it is this 8th day of July 2026, hereby, 

ORDERED that Defendants’ Consent Motion to Extend Time to Respond to the 

Complaint is GRANTED; it is further 

ORDERED that Defendants file a responsive pleading to the Complaint on or before 

Friday, September 11, 2026; it is further 

ORDERED that the Remote Initial Scheduling Conference scheduled for August 7, 2026, 

is CONTINUED to Friday, October 16, 2026, at 9:30 a.m., in Virtual Courtroom 320.  

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

_________________________ 

        Edward A. O’Connell  

        Associate Judge 

Copies to all parties and counsel.  
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Instructions for Remote Hearings Before Judge O’Connell 

Courtroom 320 

Parties and counsel may access Virtual Courtroom 320 in the following ways: 

(1) Going to the WebEx website at https://dccourts.webex.com/meet/ctb320.  

(2) Downloading the WebEx Meetings app, opening the app, selecting Join Meeting, 

and entering https://dccourts.webex.com/meet/ctb320 

(3) Calling 1-844-992-4726 or 202-860-2110 and entering Meeting ID number 

129 226 9879 #, then # again.  

Parties having trouble connecting to their remote hearing may contact chambers at 

JudgeO’ConnellChambers@dcsc.gov. Staff will be monitoring the e-mail closely during hearings. 

Failure to appear at a proceeding, including remote proceedings, may result in dismissal of 

a case or entry of default. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Counsel is required to appear via WebEx video and log in so that 

their name appears on screen, absent extenuating circumstances that make it necessary for 

them to appear via telephone, or unless telephonic appearance is approved by Chambers 

prior to the hearing. All other parties are highly encouraged, but not required, to appear via 

WebEx video and identify themselves by name. 

When entering the virtual courtroom (by dialing in on a phone, or signing in through the 

website or app), the party should not attempt to speak because another hearing may be underway. 

Each party should be automatically muted by the courtroom clerk when you first arrive. If you are 

using the WebEx website or the app, you may check in with the courtroom clerk using the “chat” 

function. If you are on a telephone, you should wait for your case to be called. 
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eFiled
7/17/2026 4:17:03 PM
Superior Court

of the District ofColumbia

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE

District of Columbia Superior Court

Case Number: 2026-CAB-003121

Plaintiff:
international Rights Advocates, Inc POW2026008248

vs.

Defendant:
Lindt & Sprungli (USA) INC., et al

For:
VERITEXT
633 E Colonial Drive
Orlando, FL 32803

Received by VERITEXT to be served on Lindt & Sprungli (North America) INC., 4717 Grand Ave, Ste
700, Kansas City, MO 64112.

1, Scott Brady PPS25-0013 / PPS26-0384, being duly sworn, depose and say that on the 22nd day of June,
2026 at 9:37 am, I:

served a CORPORATION by delivering a true copy of the SUMMONS, CIVIL DIVISION - CIVIL ACTIONS
BRANCH INFORMATION SHEET, PREAMBLE, PLAINTIFF'S REQUESTS FOR ADMISSIONS TO
DEFENDANT LINDT & SPRUNGLI (NORTH AMERICA) INC., PLAINTIFF'S REQUESTS FOR
PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS TO DEFENDANT LINDT & SPRUNGLI (NORTH AMERICA) INC. and
PLAINTIFF'S FIRST SET OF INTERROGATORIES TO DEFENDANT LINDT & SPRUNGLI (NORTH
AMERICA) INC. to: Marie Skaff as Human Resources Manager for Lindt & Sprungli (North America)
INC., at the address of: 4717 Grand Ave, Ste 700, Kansas City, MO 64112.

| certify that | am over the age of 18 and have no interest in the above action and the foregoing statements
made by me are true and correct.

Subscribed and Sworn to before me on the 23rd day
of June, 2026 the County of Johnson in the State
of Kansas

Scott Brady PPS25-0013 / PPS26-0384
Process Server

VERITEXT
633 E Colonial Drive
Orlando, FL 32803
(407) 898-4200

NOTARY PUBLIC" Our Job Serial Number: POW-2026008248
Ref: 8277466JAMES HANNAHes Notary Public - as

My Appt. Expires 5yt
Copyright© 1992-2026 DreamBuiit Software, Inc. - Process Server's Toolbox V9.0b
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Superior Court of the District of Columbia
CIVIL DIVISION

Civil Actions Branch
500 Indiana Avenue, N.W., Suite 5000 Washington, D.C. 20001

Telephone: (202) 879-1133 Website: www.dccourts.gov

oR

oFcr

INTERNATIONAL RIGHTS ADVOCATES, INC.
Plaintiff

VS. 2026-CAB-003121
Case Number

LINDT & SPRUNGLI (NORTH AMERICA) INC.
Defendant

SUMMONS
To the above named Defendant:

You are hereby summoned and required to serve an Answer to the attached Complaint, either
personally or through an attorney, within twenty one (21) days after service of this summons upon you,
exclusive of the day of service. If you are being sued as an officer or agency of the United States Government
or the District of Columbia Government, you have sixty (60) days after service of this summons to serve your
Answer. A copy of the Answer must be mailed to the attorney for the plaintiff who is suing you. The
attorney's name and address appear below. If plaintiff has no attorney, a copy of the Answer must be mailed
to the plaintiff at the address stated on this Summons.

You are also required to file the original Answer with the Court in Suite 5000 at 500 Indiana Avenue,
N.W., between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Mondays through Fridays or between 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon on
Saturdays. You may file the original Answer with the Court either before you serve a copy of the Answer on
the plainuff or within seven (7) days after you have served the plaintiff. If you fail to file an Answer,
judgment by default may be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint.

Terrence P. Collingsworth
:

Clerk of the
Name ofPlaintiff's Attorney

INTERNATIONAL RIGHTS ADVOCATES By
Address We
621 Marviand Ave. NE. Washinaton. D.C

(202) 543-5811 Date 5/11/2026
Telephone
RORA BF] BB (202) 879-4828 Veuillez appeler au (202) 879-4828 pour une traduction Dé cd mét bai dich, hay goi (202)879-4828
IOS Als}ARE (202)879-482822MELAS PAMCS Pere? Aer (202) 879-4828 Lead

IMPORTANT: TF YOU FAIL TO FILE AN ANSWER WITHIN THE TIME STATED ABOVE, OR IF, AFTER YOU
ANSWER, YOU FAIL TO APPEAR AT ANY TIME THE COURT NOTIFIES YOU TO DO SO, A JUDGMENT BY DEFAULT
MAY BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU FOR THE MONEY DAMAGES OR OTHER RELIEF DEMANDED IN THE
COMPLAINT. IF THIS OCCURS, YOUR WAGES MAY BE ATTACHED OR WITHHELD OR PERSONAL PROPERTY OR
REAL ESTATE YOU OWN MAY BE TAKEN AND SOLD TO PAY THE JUDGMENT. IF YOU INTEND TO OPPOSE THIS
ACTION, DO NOT FAIL TO ANSWER WITHIN THE REQUIRED TIME,

If you wish to talk to a lawyer and feel that you cannot afford to pay a fee to a lawyer, promptly contact one of the offices of the
Legal Aid Society (202-628-1161) or the Neighborhood Legal Services (202-279-5100) for help or come to Suite 5000 at 500
Indiana Avenue, N.W., for more information concerning places where you may ask for such help.

See reverse side for Spanish translation
Vea al dorso la traduccion al espaiiol

CV-3110 fRev. June 2017] Super. Ct. Civ. R. 4
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Superior Court of the District of Columbia 
Civil Division - Civil Actions Branch 
500 Indiana Ave NW, Room 5000, Washington DC 20001 
202-879-1133 | www.dccourts.gov 

First Class Mail 
U. S. Postage Paid 
Washington, D.C. 
Permit No. 1726 

 

 
Lindt & Sprungli (USA) INC. 
One Fine Chocolate Place 

Stratham NH  03885 

 

You are named in a lawsuit filed in the Superior Court of the District of Columbia. If you cannot appear at the 
hearing, please contact the Clerk’s Office immediately for more information. If Plaintiff does not participate, the case 
may be dismissed. If Defendant does not participate, default or judgment may be entered.  
 
 
For case information, please contact the Civil Actions Branch Clerk’s Office by phone at 202-879-1133 or by live 
chat at https://www.dccourts.gov/services/civil-matters/requesting-over-10k. 

To access your case information online, please visit www.dccourts.gov/services/cases-online.    

  

  
Case Caption:  International Rights Advocates Inc v. Lindt & Sprungli (USA) INC. et al. 

To: Lindt & Sprungli (USA) INC.  Case Number: 2026-CAB-003121 

NOTICE OF REMOTE INITIAL SCHEDULING CONFERENCE 
Your case is scheduled for a(n) Remote Initial Scheduling Conference on 08/07/2026 at 9:30 AM in Remote 
Courtroom 320. 
 
The remote hearing will be held via Webex. To join the hearing, follow the below instructions. 
 
To Join by Computer, Tablet, or Smartphone: 
1) Copy and Paste or Type the link into a web browser and enter the Webex Meeting ID listed below. 

Link: dccourts.webex.com/meet/ctb320 
Meeting ID: 129 226 9879 

2) Click “Join Meeting”. You may be placed in the lobby until the courtroom clerk gives you access to the hearing. 
 

OR To Join by Phone: 
1) Call 202-860-2110 (local) or 844-992-4726 (toll-free) 

Enter the Webex Meeting ID shown above followed by “##” 
 

Resources and Contact Information: 
1) For best practices on how to participate in Webex Meetings, click here www.webex.com/learn/best-practices.html. 
2) For technical issues or questions, call the Information Technology Division at 202-879-1928 and select option 2. 
3) For case questions, call the Civil Actions Branch at 202-879-1133. 
4) To change your method of hearing participation, visit www.dccourts.gov/hearing-information for instructions and 

forms. 

Case 1:26-cv-02569     Document 1-10     Filed 07/21/26     Page 2 of 3

https://www.dccourts.gov/services/cases-online
https://www.webex.com/learn/best-practices.html
www.dccourts.gov/hearing-information


Accessibility and Language Access Information for Superior Court  

 

Persons with Disabilities: 

If you have a disability as defined by the American Disabilities Act (ADA) and you require an accommodation, please call 
(202) 879-1700 or email ADACoordinator@dcsc.gov. The D.C. Courts does not provide transportation service. 

 

Interpreting and Translation Services: 

The D.C. Courts offers free language access services to people having business with the court who are deaf or who are 
non-English speakers. Parties to a case may request free translations of court orders and other court documents. To ask 
for an interpreter or translation, please contact the Clerk’s Office at the telephone number at the top of the first page of 
this notice.  For more information, visit https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access.  

 

Language access is important to the D.C. Courts. You can provide feedback on language services by 
visiting https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access. 

 

Servicios de interpretación y traducción: 

 

Los Tribunales del Distrito de Columbia ofrecen servicios gratuitos de acceso al idioma a las personas sordas o que no 
hablan inglés que tienen asuntos que atender en el tribunal. Las partes de un caso pueden solicitar traducciones gratuitas 
de las órdenes judiciales y otros documentos del tribunal. Para solicitar un intérprete o una traducción, póngase en 
contacto con la Secretaría en el número de teléfono que figura en la parte superior de la primera página de este anuncio. 
Para más información, visite https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access. 

 

El acceso al idioma es importante para los Tribunales del Distrito de Columbia. Puede dar su opinión sobre los servicios 
de idiomas visitando https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-
access. 

 

የቃልና የጽሑፍ ትርጓሜ አገልግሎቶች፡  

  

የዲ.ሲ ፍርድ ቤቶች መስማት ለተሳናቸውና የእንግሊዝኛ ቋንቋ ተናጋሪ ላልሆኑ በፍርድ ቤቱ ጉዳይ ላላቸው ሰዎች ነጻ የቋንቋ ተደራሽነት 
አገልግሎቶች ያቀርባል። ተከራካሪ ወገኖች የፍርድ ቤት ትእዛዞችና ሌሎች የፍርድ ቤት ሰነዶች በነጻ እንዲተረጎምላቸው መጠየቅ ይችላሉ። 
አስተርጓሚ ወይም የጽሑፍ ትርጉም ለመጠየቅ፣ እባክዎን በዚህ ደብዳቤ የመጀመሪያ ገጽ አናት ላይ በተቀመጠው ስልክ ቁጥር የፍርድ ቤቱን 
መዝገብ ቤት ቢሮን ያናጋግሩ። ለበለጠ መረጃ https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access  ላይ ይጎብኙ። 

  

የቋንቋ ተደራሽነት ለዲ.ሲ. ፍርድ ቤቶች አስፈላጊ ነው። የቋንቋ አገልግሎቶች በተመለከተ አስተያየትዎን 
https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access በመጎብኘት መስጠት 
ይችላሉ። 

 

 

Case 1:26-cv-02569     Document 1-10     Filed 07/21/26     Page 3 of 3

mailto:ADACoordinator@dcsc.gov
https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access
https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access
https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access
https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access
https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access
https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access
https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access


K

Case 1:26-cv-02569     Document 1-11     Filed 07/21/26     Page 1 of 3



 

Superior Court of the District of Columbia 
Civil Division - Civil Actions Branch 
500 Indiana Ave NW, Room 5000, Washington DC 20001 
202-879-1133 | www.dccourts.gov 

First Class Mail 
U. S. Postage Paid 
Washington, D.C. 
Permit No. 1726 

 

 
Lindt & Sprungli ( North America) INC. 

4717 Grand Avenue Suite 700 
Kansas City MO  64112 

 

You are named in a lawsuit filed in the Superior Court of the District of Columbia. If you cannot appear at the 
hearing, please contact the Clerk’s Office immediately for more information. If Plaintiff does not participate, the case 
may be dismissed. If Defendant does not participate, default or judgment may be entered.  
 
 
For case information, please contact the Civil Actions Branch Clerk’s Office by phone at 202-879-1133 or by live 
chat at https://www.dccourts.gov/services/civil-matters/requesting-over-10k. 

To access your case information online, please visit www.dccourts.gov/services/cases-online.    

  

  
Case Caption:  International Rights Advocates Inc v. Lindt & Sprungli (USA) INC. et al. 

To: Lindt & Sprungli ( North America) 
INC. 

 Case Number: 2026-CAB-003121 

NOTICE OF REMOTE INITIAL SCHEDULING CONFERENCE 
Your case is scheduled for a(n) Remote Initial Scheduling Conference on 08/07/2026 at 9:30 AM in Remote 
Courtroom 320. 
 
The remote hearing will be held via Webex. To join the hearing, follow the below instructions. 
 
To Join by Computer, Tablet, or Smartphone: 
1) Copy and Paste or Type the link into a web browser and enter the Webex Meeting ID listed below. 

Link: dccourts.webex.com/meet/ctb320 
Meeting ID: 129 226 9879 

2) Click “Join Meeting”. You may be placed in the lobby until the courtroom clerk gives you access to the hearing. 
 

OR To Join by Phone: 
1) Call 202-860-2110 (local) or 844-992-4726 (toll-free) 

Enter the Webex Meeting ID shown above followed by “##” 
 

Resources and Contact Information: 
1) For best practices on how to participate in Webex Meetings, click here www.webex.com/learn/best-practices.html. 
2) For technical issues or questions, call the Information Technology Division at 202-879-1928 and select option 2. 
3) For case questions, call the Civil Actions Branch at 202-879-1133. 
4) To change your method of hearing participation, visit www.dccourts.gov/hearing-information for instructions and 

forms. 
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Accessibility and Language Access Information for Superior Court  

 

Persons with Disabilities: 

If you have a disability as defined by the American Disabilities Act (ADA) and you require an accommodation, please call 
(202) 879-1700 or email ADACoordinator@dcsc.gov. The D.C. Courts does not provide transportation service. 

 

Interpreting and Translation Services: 

The D.C. Courts offers free language access services to people having business with the court who are deaf or who are 
non-English speakers. Parties to a case may request free translations of court orders and other court documents. To ask 
for an interpreter or translation, please contact the Clerk’s Office at the telephone number at the top of the first page of 
this notice.  For more information, visit https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access.  

 

Language access is important to the D.C. Courts. You can provide feedback on language services by 
visiting https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access. 

 

Servicios de interpretación y traducción: 

 

Los Tribunales del Distrito de Columbia ofrecen servicios gratuitos de acceso al idioma a las personas sordas o que no 
hablan inglés que tienen asuntos que atender en el tribunal. Las partes de un caso pueden solicitar traducciones gratuitas 
de las órdenes judiciales y otros documentos del tribunal. Para solicitar un intérprete o una traducción, póngase en 
contacto con la Secretaría en el número de teléfono que figura en la parte superior de la primera página de este anuncio. 
Para más información, visite https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access. 

 

El acceso al idioma es importante para los Tribunales del Distrito de Columbia. Puede dar su opinión sobre los servicios 
de idiomas visitando https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-
access. 

 

የቃልና የጽሑፍ ትርጓሜ አገልግሎቶች፡  

  

የዲ.ሲ ፍርድ ቤቶች መስማት ለተሳናቸውና የእንግሊዝኛ ቋንቋ ተናጋሪ ላልሆኑ በፍርድ ቤቱ ጉዳይ ላላቸው ሰዎች ነጻ የቋንቋ ተደራሽነት 
አገልግሎቶች ያቀርባል። ተከራካሪ ወገኖች የፍርድ ቤት ትእዛዞችና ሌሎች የፍርድ ቤት ሰነዶች በነጻ እንዲተረጎምላቸው መጠየቅ ይችላሉ። 
አስተርጓሚ ወይም የጽሑፍ ትርጉም ለመጠየቅ፣ እባክዎን በዚህ ደብዳቤ የመጀመሪያ ገጽ አናት ላይ በተቀመጠው ስልክ ቁጥር የፍርድ ቤቱን 
መዝገብ ቤት ቢሮን ያናጋግሩ። ለበለጠ መረጃ https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access  ላይ ይጎብኙ። 

  

የቋንቋ ተደራሽነት ለዲ.ሲ. ፍርድ ቤቶች አስፈላጊ ነው። የቋንቋ አገልግሎቶች በተመለከተ አስተያየትዎን 
https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access በመጎብኘት መስጠት 
ይችላሉ። 
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Superior Court of the District of Columbia 
Civil Division - Civil Actions Branch 
500 Indiana Ave NW, Room 5000, Washington DC 20001 
202-879-1133 | www.dccourts.gov 

First Class Mail 
U. S. Postage Paid 
Washington, D.C. 
Permit No. 1726 

 

 
Terrence P Collingsworth 

International Rights Advocates 
621 Maryland Ave NE 

Washington DC  20002 
 

You are named in a lawsuit filed in the Superior Court of the District of Columbia. If you cannot appear at the 
hearing, please contact the Clerk’s Office immediately for more information. If Plaintiff does not participate, the case 
may be dismissed. If Defendant does not participate, default or judgment may be entered.  
 
 
For case information, please contact the Civil Actions Branch Clerk’s Office by phone at 202-879-1133 or by live 
chat at https://www.dccourts.gov/services/civil-matters/requesting-over-10k. 

To access your case information online, please visit www.dccourts.gov/services/cases-online.    

  

  
Case Caption:  International Rights Advocates Inc v. Lindt & Sprungli (USA) INC. et al. 

To: Terrence P Collingsworth  Case Number: 2026-CAB-003121 

NOTICE OF REMOTE INITIAL SCHEDULING CONFERENCE 
Your case is scheduled for a(n) Remote Initial Scheduling Conference on 08/07/2026 at 9:30 AM in Remote 
Courtroom 320. 
 
The remote hearing will be held via Webex. To join the hearing, follow the below instructions. 
 
To Join by Computer, Tablet, or Smartphone: 
1) Copy and Paste or Type the link into a web browser and enter the Webex Meeting ID listed below. 

Link: dccourts.webex.com/meet/ctb320 
Meeting ID: 129 226 9879 

2) Click “Join Meeting”. You may be placed in the lobby until the courtroom clerk gives you access to the hearing. 
 

OR To Join by Phone: 
1) Call 202-860-2110 (local) or 844-992-4726 (toll-free) 

Enter the Webex Meeting ID shown above followed by “##” 
 

Resources and Contact Information: 
1) For best practices on how to participate in Webex Meetings, click here www.webex.com/learn/best-practices.html. 
2) For technical issues or questions, call the Information Technology Division at 202-879-1928 and select option 2. 
3) For case questions, call the Civil Actions Branch at 202-879-1133. 
4) To change your method of hearing participation, visit www.dccourts.gov/hearing-information for instructions and 

forms. 
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Accessibility and Language Access Information for Superior Court  

 

Persons with Disabilities: 

If you have a disability as defined by the American Disabilities Act (ADA) and you require an accommodation, please call 
(202) 879-1700 or email ADACoordinator@dcsc.gov. The D.C. Courts does not provide transportation service. 

 

Interpreting and Translation Services: 

The D.C. Courts offers free language access services to people having business with the court who are deaf or who are 
non-English speakers. Parties to a case may request free translations of court orders and other court documents. To ask 
for an interpreter or translation, please contact the Clerk’s Office at the telephone number at the top of the first page of 
this notice.  For more information, visit https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access.  

 

Language access is important to the D.C. Courts. You can provide feedback on language services by 
visiting https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access. 

 

Servicios de interpretación y traducción: 

 

Los Tribunales del Distrito de Columbia ofrecen servicios gratuitos de acceso al idioma a las personas sordas o que no 
hablan inglés que tienen asuntos que atender en el tribunal. Las partes de un caso pueden solicitar traducciones gratuitas 
de las órdenes judiciales y otros documentos del tribunal. Para solicitar un intérprete o una traducción, póngase en 
contacto con la Secretaría en el número de teléfono que figura en la parte superior de la primera página de este anuncio. 
Para más información, visite https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access. 

 

El acceso al idioma es importante para los Tribunales del Distrito de Columbia. Puede dar su opinión sobre los servicios 
de idiomas visitando https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-
access. 

 

የቃልና የጽሑፍ ትርጓሜ አገልግሎቶች፡  

  

የዲ.ሲ ፍርድ ቤቶች መስማት ለተሳናቸውና የእንግሊዝኛ ቋንቋ ተናጋሪ ላልሆኑ በፍርድ ቤቱ ጉዳይ ላላቸው ሰዎች ነጻ የቋንቋ ተደራሽነት 
አገልግሎቶች ያቀርባል። ተከራካሪ ወገኖች የፍርድ ቤት ትእዛዞችና ሌሎች የፍርድ ቤት ሰነዶች በነጻ እንዲተረጎምላቸው መጠየቅ ይችላሉ። 
አስተርጓሚ ወይም የጽሑፍ ትርጉም ለመጠየቅ፣ እባክዎን በዚህ ደብዳቤ የመጀመሪያ ገጽ አናት ላይ በተቀመጠው ስልክ ቁጥር የፍርድ ቤቱን 
መዝገብ ቤት ቢሮን ያናጋግሩ። ለበለጠ መረጃ https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access  ላይ ይጎብኙ። 

  

የቋንቋ ተደራሽነት ለዲ.ሲ. ፍርድ ቤቶች አስፈላጊ ነው። የቋንቋ አገልግሎቶች በተመለከተ አስተያየትዎን 
https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access በመጎብኘት መስጠት 
ይችላሉ። 
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Superior Court of the District of Columbia 
Civil Division - Civil Actions Branch 
500 Indiana Ave NW, Room 5000, Washington DC 20001 
202-879-1133 | www.dccourts.gov 

First Class Mail 
U. S. Postage Paid 
Washington, D.C. 
Permit No. 1726 

 

 
Lindt & Sprungli ( North America) INC. 

4717 Grand Avenue Suite 700 
Kansas City MO  64112 

 

You are named in a lawsuit filed in the Superior Court of the District of Columbia. If you cannot appear at the 
hearing, please contact the Clerk’s Office immediately for more information. If Plaintiff does not participate, the case 
may be dismissed. If Defendant does not participate, default or judgment may be entered.  
 
 
For case information, please contact the Civil Actions Branch Clerk’s Office by phone at 202-879-1133 or by live 
chat at https://www.dccourts.gov/services/civil-matters/requesting-over-10k. 

To access your case information online, please visit www.dccourts.gov/services/cases-online.    

  

  
Case Caption:  International Rights Advocates Inc v. Lindt & Sprungli (USA) INC. et al. 

To: Lindt & Sprungli ( North America) 
INC. 

 Case Number: 2026-CAB-003121 

NOTICE OF REMOTE INITIAL SCHEDULING CONFERENCE 
Your case is scheduled for a(n) Remote Initial Scheduling Conference on 10/16/2026 at 9:30 AM in Remote 
Courtroom 320. 
 
The remote hearing will be held via Webex. To join the hearing, follow the below instructions. 
 
To Join by Computer, Tablet, or Smartphone: 
1) Copy and Paste or Type the link into a web browser and enter the Webex Meeting ID listed below. 

Link: dccourts.webex.com/meet/ctb320 
Meeting ID: 129 226 9879 

2) Click “Join Meeting”. You may be placed in the lobby until the courtroom clerk gives you access to the hearing. 
 

OR To Join by Phone: 
1) Call 202-860-2110 (local) or 844-992-4726 (toll-free) 

Enter the Webex Meeting ID shown above followed by “##” 
 

Resources and Contact Information: 
1) For best practices on how to participate in Webex Meetings, click here www.webex.com/learn/best-practices.html. 
2) For technical issues or questions, call the Information Technology Division at 202-879-1928 and select option 2. 
3) For case questions, call the Civil Actions Branch at 202-879-1133. 
4) To change your method of hearing participation, visit www.dccourts.gov/hearing-information for instructions and 

forms. 

Case 1:26-cv-02569     Document 1-13     Filed 07/21/26     Page 2 of 3

https://www.dccourts.gov/services/cases-online
https://www.webex.com/learn/best-practices.html
www.dccourts.gov/hearing-information


Accessibility and Language Access Information for Superior Court  

 

Persons with Disabilities: 

If you have a disability as defined by the American Disabilities Act (ADA) and you require an accommodation, please call 
(202) 879-1700 or email ADACoordinator@dcsc.gov. The D.C. Courts does not provide transportation service. 

 

Interpreting and Translation Services: 

The D.C. Courts offers free language access services to people having business with the court who are deaf or who are 
non-English speakers. Parties to a case may request free translations of court orders and other court documents. To ask 
for an interpreter or translation, please contact the Clerk’s Office at the telephone number at the top of the first page of 
this notice.  For more information, visit https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access.  

 

Language access is important to the D.C. Courts. You can provide feedback on language services by 
visiting https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access. 

 

Servicios de interpretación y traducción: 

 

Los Tribunales del Distrito de Columbia ofrecen servicios gratuitos de acceso al idioma a las personas sordas o que no 
hablan inglés que tienen asuntos que atender en el tribunal. Las partes de un caso pueden solicitar traducciones gratuitas 
de las órdenes judiciales y otros documentos del tribunal. Para solicitar un intérprete o una traducción, póngase en 
contacto con la Secretaría en el número de teléfono que figura en la parte superior de la primera página de este anuncio. 
Para más información, visite https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access. 

 

El acceso al idioma es importante para los Tribunales del Distrito de Columbia. Puede dar su opinión sobre los servicios 
de idiomas visitando https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-
access. 

 

የቃልና የጽሑፍ ትርጓሜ አገልግሎቶች፡  

  

የዲ.ሲ ፍርድ ቤቶች መስማት ለተሳናቸውና የእንግሊዝኛ ቋንቋ ተናጋሪ ላልሆኑ በፍርድ ቤቱ ጉዳይ ላላቸው ሰዎች ነጻ የቋንቋ ተደራሽነት 
አገልግሎቶች ያቀርባል። ተከራካሪ ወገኖች የፍርድ ቤት ትእዛዞችና ሌሎች የፍርድ ቤት ሰነዶች በነጻ እንዲተረጎምላቸው መጠየቅ ይችላሉ። 
አስተርጓሚ ወይም የጽሑፍ ትርጉም ለመጠየቅ፣ እባክዎን በዚህ ደብዳቤ የመጀመሪያ ገጽ አናት ላይ በተቀመጠው ስልክ ቁጥር የፍርድ ቤቱን 
መዝገብ ቤት ቢሮን ያናጋግሩ። ለበለጠ መረጃ https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access  ላይ ይጎብኙ። 

  

የቋንቋ ተደራሽነት ለዲ.ሲ. ፍርድ ቤቶች አስፈላጊ ነው። የቋንቋ አገልግሎቶች በተመለከተ አስተያየትዎን 
https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access በመጎብኘት መስጠት 
ይችላሉ። 

 

 

Case 1:26-cv-02569     Document 1-13     Filed 07/21/26     Page 3 of 3

mailto:ADACoordinator@dcsc.gov
https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access
https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access
https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access
https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access
https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access
https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access
https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access


N

Case 1:26-cv-02569     Document 1-14     Filed 07/21/26     Page 1 of 3



 

Superior Court of the District of Columbia 
Civil Division - Civil Actions Branch 
500 Indiana Ave NW, Room 5000, Washington DC 20001 
202-879-1133 | www.dccourts.gov 

First Class Mail 
U. S. Postage Paid 
Washington, D.C. 
Permit No. 1726 

 

 
Lindt & Sprungli (USA) INC. 
One Fine Chocolate Place 

Stratham NH  03885 

 

You are named in a lawsuit filed in the Superior Court of the District of Columbia. If you cannot appear at the 
hearing, please contact the Clerk’s Office immediately for more information. If Plaintiff does not participate, the case 
may be dismissed. If Defendant does not participate, default or judgment may be entered.  
 
 
For case information, please contact the Civil Actions Branch Clerk’s Office by phone at 202-879-1133 or by live 
chat at https://www.dccourts.gov/services/civil-matters/requesting-over-10k. 

To access your case information online, please visit www.dccourts.gov/services/cases-online.    

  

  
Case Caption:  International Rights Advocates Inc v. Lindt & Sprungli (USA) INC. et al. 

To: Lindt & Sprungli (USA) INC.  Case Number: 2026-CAB-003121 

NOTICE OF REMOTE INITIAL SCHEDULING CONFERENCE 
Your case is scheduled for a(n) Remote Initial Scheduling Conference on 10/16/2026 at 9:30 AM in Remote 
Courtroom 320. 
 
The remote hearing will be held via Webex. To join the hearing, follow the below instructions. 
 
To Join by Computer, Tablet, or Smartphone: 
1) Copy and Paste or Type the link into a web browser and enter the Webex Meeting ID listed below. 

Link: dccourts.webex.com/meet/ctb320 
Meeting ID: 129 226 9879 

2) Click “Join Meeting”. You may be placed in the lobby until the courtroom clerk gives you access to the hearing. 
 

OR To Join by Phone: 
1) Call 202-860-2110 (local) or 844-992-4726 (toll-free) 

Enter the Webex Meeting ID shown above followed by “##” 
 

Resources and Contact Information: 
1) For best practices on how to participate in Webex Meetings, click here www.webex.com/learn/best-practices.html. 
2) For technical issues or questions, call the Information Technology Division at 202-879-1928 and select option 2. 
3) For case questions, call the Civil Actions Branch at 202-879-1133. 
4) To change your method of hearing participation, visit www.dccourts.gov/hearing-information for instructions and 

forms. 
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Accessibility and Language Access Information for Superior Court  

 

Persons with Disabilities: 

If you have a disability as defined by the American Disabilities Act (ADA) and you require an accommodation, please call 
(202) 879-1700 or email ADACoordinator@dcsc.gov. The D.C. Courts does not provide transportation service. 

 

Interpreting and Translation Services: 

The D.C. Courts offers free language access services to people having business with the court who are deaf or who are 
non-English speakers. Parties to a case may request free translations of court orders and other court documents. To ask 
for an interpreter or translation, please contact the Clerk’s Office at the telephone number at the top of the first page of 
this notice.  For more information, visit https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access.  

 

Language access is important to the D.C. Courts. You can provide feedback on language services by 
visiting https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access. 

 

Servicios de interpretación y traducción: 

 

Los Tribunales del Distrito de Columbia ofrecen servicios gratuitos de acceso al idioma a las personas sordas o que no 
hablan inglés que tienen asuntos que atender en el tribunal. Las partes de un caso pueden solicitar traducciones gratuitas 
de las órdenes judiciales y otros documentos del tribunal. Para solicitar un intérprete o una traducción, póngase en 
contacto con la Secretaría en el número de teléfono que figura en la parte superior de la primera página de este anuncio. 
Para más información, visite https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access. 

 

El acceso al idioma es importante para los Tribunales del Distrito de Columbia. Puede dar su opinión sobre los servicios 
de idiomas visitando https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-
access. 

 

የቃልና የጽሑፍ ትርጓሜ አገልግሎቶች፡  

  

የዲ.ሲ ፍርድ ቤቶች መስማት ለተሳናቸውና የእንግሊዝኛ ቋንቋ ተናጋሪ ላልሆኑ በፍርድ ቤቱ ጉዳይ ላላቸው ሰዎች ነጻ የቋንቋ ተደራሽነት 
አገልግሎቶች ያቀርባል። ተከራካሪ ወገኖች የፍርድ ቤት ትእዛዞችና ሌሎች የፍርድ ቤት ሰነዶች በነጻ እንዲተረጎምላቸው መጠየቅ ይችላሉ። 
አስተርጓሚ ወይም የጽሑፍ ትርጉም ለመጠየቅ፣ እባክዎን በዚህ ደብዳቤ የመጀመሪያ ገጽ አናት ላይ በተቀመጠው ስልክ ቁጥር የፍርድ ቤቱን 
መዝገብ ቤት ቢሮን ያናጋግሩ። ለበለጠ መረጃ https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access  ላይ ይጎብኙ። 

  

የቋንቋ ተደራሽነት ለዲ.ሲ. ፍርድ ቤቶች አስፈላጊ ነው። የቋንቋ አገልግሎቶች በተመለከተ አስተያየትዎን 
https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access በመጎብኘት መስጠት 
ይችላሉ። 

 

 

Case 1:26-cv-02569     Document 1-14     Filed 07/21/26     Page 3 of 3

mailto:ADACoordinator@dcsc.gov
https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access
https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access
https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access
https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access
https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access
https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access
https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access


O

Case 1:26-cv-02569     Document 1-15     Filed 07/21/26     Page 1 of 3



 

Superior Court of the District of Columbia 
Civil Division - Civil Actions Branch 
500 Indiana Ave NW, Room 5000, Washington DC 20001 
202-879-1133 | www.dccourts.gov 

First Class Mail 
U. S. Postage Paid 
Washington, D.C. 
Permit No. 1726 

 

 
Terrence P Collingsworth 

International Rights Advocates 
621 Maryland Ave NE 

Washington DC  20002 
 

You are named in a lawsuit filed in the Superior Court of the District of Columbia. If you cannot appear at the 
hearing, please contact the Clerk’s Office immediately for more information. If Plaintiff does not participate, the case 
may be dismissed. If Defendant does not participate, default or judgment may be entered.  
 
 
For case information, please contact the Civil Actions Branch Clerk’s Office by phone at 202-879-1133 or by live 
chat at https://www.dccourts.gov/services/civil-matters/requesting-over-10k. 

To access your case information online, please visit www.dccourts.gov/services/cases-online.    

  

  
Case Caption:  International Rights Advocates Inc v. Lindt & Sprungli (USA) INC. et al. 

To: Terrence P Collingsworth  Case Number: 2026-CAB-003121 

NOTICE OF REMOTE INITIAL SCHEDULING CONFERENCE 
Your case is scheduled for a(n) Remote Initial Scheduling Conference on 10/16/2026 at 9:30 AM in Remote 
Courtroom 320. 
 
The remote hearing will be held via Webex. To join the hearing, follow the below instructions. 
 
To Join by Computer, Tablet, or Smartphone: 
1) Copy and Paste or Type the link into a web browser and enter the Webex Meeting ID listed below. 

Link: dccourts.webex.com/meet/ctb320 
Meeting ID: 129 226 9879 

2) Click “Join Meeting”. You may be placed in the lobby until the courtroom clerk gives you access to the hearing. 
 

OR To Join by Phone: 
1) Call 202-860-2110 (local) or 844-992-4726 (toll-free) 

Enter the Webex Meeting ID shown above followed by “##” 
 

Resources and Contact Information: 
1) For best practices on how to participate in Webex Meetings, click here www.webex.com/learn/best-practices.html. 
2) For technical issues or questions, call the Information Technology Division at 202-879-1928 and select option 2. 
3) For case questions, call the Civil Actions Branch at 202-879-1133. 
4) To change your method of hearing participation, visit www.dccourts.gov/hearing-information for instructions and 

forms. 
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Accessibility and Language Access Information for Superior Court  

 

Persons with Disabilities: 

If you have a disability as defined by the American Disabilities Act (ADA) and you require an accommodation, please call 
(202) 879-1700 or email ADACoordinator@dcsc.gov. The D.C. Courts does not provide transportation service. 

 

Interpreting and Translation Services: 

The D.C. Courts offers free language access services to people having business with the court who are deaf or who are 
non-English speakers. Parties to a case may request free translations of court orders and other court documents. To ask 
for an interpreter or translation, please contact the Clerk’s Office at the telephone number at the top of the first page of 
this notice.  For more information, visit https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access.  

 

Language access is important to the D.C. Courts. You can provide feedback on language services by 
visiting https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access. 

 

Servicios de interpretación y traducción: 

 

Los Tribunales del Distrito de Columbia ofrecen servicios gratuitos de acceso al idioma a las personas sordas o que no 
hablan inglés que tienen asuntos que atender en el tribunal. Las partes de un caso pueden solicitar traducciones gratuitas 
de las órdenes judiciales y otros documentos del tribunal. Para solicitar un intérprete o una traducción, póngase en 
contacto con la Secretaría en el número de teléfono que figura en la parte superior de la primera página de este anuncio. 
Para más información, visite https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access. 

 

El acceso al idioma es importante para los Tribunales del Distrito de Columbia. Puede dar su opinión sobre los servicios 
de idiomas visitando https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-
access. 

 

የቃልና የጽሑፍ ትርጓሜ አገልግሎቶች፡  

  

የዲ.ሲ ፍርድ ቤቶች መስማት ለተሳናቸውና የእንግሊዝኛ ቋንቋ ተናጋሪ ላልሆኑ በፍርድ ቤቱ ጉዳይ ላላቸው ሰዎች ነጻ የቋንቋ ተደራሽነት 
አገልግሎቶች ያቀርባል። ተከራካሪ ወገኖች የፍርድ ቤት ትእዛዞችና ሌሎች የፍርድ ቤት ሰነዶች በነጻ እንዲተረጎምላቸው መጠየቅ ይችላሉ። 
አስተርጓሚ ወይም የጽሑፍ ትርጉም ለመጠየቅ፣ እባክዎን በዚህ ደብዳቤ የመጀመሪያ ገጽ አናት ላይ በተቀመጠው ስልክ ቁጥር የፍርድ ቤቱን 
መዝገብ ቤት ቢሮን ያናጋግሩ። ለበለጠ መረጃ https://www.dccourts.gov/language-access  ላይ ይጎብኙ። 

  

የቋንቋ ተደራሽነት ለዲ.ሲ. ፍርድ ቤቶች አስፈላጊ ነው። የቋንቋ አገልግሎቶች በተመለከተ አስተያየትዎን 
https://www.dccourts.gov/services/information-and-resources/interpreting-services#language-access በመጎብኘት መስጠት 
ይችላሉ። 
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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
CIVIL DIVISION 

 

INTERNATIONAL RIGHTS ADVOCATES, 
INC., 

      Plaintiff, 

v. 

     CASE NO. 2026-CAB-003121 

Hon. Edward O’Connell 

Next Event: Remote Initial Scheduling 

Conference 

Next Date: October 16, 2026 LINDT & SPRÜNGLI (USA) INC.; 
LINDT & SPRÜNGLI (NORTH 
AMERICA) INC., 

     Defendants. 

NOTICE TO SUPERIOR COURT OF FILING OF NOTICE OF REMOVAL OF 
ACTION  

TO THE CLERK OF THE ABOVE-CAPTIONED COURT: 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on July 21, 2026, Defendants Lindt & Sprüngli (USA) 

Inc. and Lindt & Sprüngli (North America) Inc., by and through their attorneys, King & Spalding 

LLP, filed a Notice of Removal in the United States District Court for the District of Columbia, 

together with true and correct copies of all process, pleadings, and orders served in the above-

captioned matter.  

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that a true and correct copy of the Notice of 

Removal and accompanying documents filed in the United States District Court for the District 

of Columbia are attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(d), the filing of 

the Notice of Removal and this Notice of Filing of Notice of Removal effects the removal of this 

action to the United States District Court for the District of Columbia. 

Case 1:26-cv-02569     Document 1-16     Filed 07/21/26     Page 2 of 4



 

2 
 

Respectfully submitted on July 21, 2026. /s/ Dale J. Giali 
Dale J. Giali 
DC Bar No. 436514 
KING & SPALDING LLP 
633 West Fifth St. 
Suite 1600 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
Tel. (213) 442-4355 
Fax (213) 443-4310 
dgiali@kslaw.com 
 
Attorneys for Defendants  
Lindt & Sprüngli (USA) Inc. and 
Lindt & Sprüngli (North America) 
Inc. 
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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
CIVIL DIVISION 

 

INTERNATIONAL RIGHTS ADVOCATES, 
INC., 

      Plaintiff, 

v. 

     CASE NO. 2026-CAB-003121 

Hon. Edward O’Connell 

Next Event: Initial Scheduling Conference 

Next Date: October 16, 2026 

LINDT & SPRÜNGLI (USA) INC.; 
LINDT & SPRÜNGLI (NORTH 
AMERICA) INC., 

     Defendants. 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
I hereby certify that on July 21, 2026, a copy of the foregoing document was filed 

electronically and served pursuant to this Court’s electronic filing system, upon counsel of 

record. 

 /s/ Dale J. Giali 
Dale J. Giali 
DC Bar No. 436514 
KING & SPALDING LLP 
633 West Fifth St. 
Suite 1600 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
Tel. (213) 442-4355 
Fax (213) 443-4310 
dgiali@kslaw.com 
Attorney for Defendants  
Lindt & Sprüngli (USA) Inc. and 
Lindt & Sprüngli (North America) 
Inc. 
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CIVIL COVER SHEET 
JS-44 (Rev. 11/2020 DC) 

I. (a) PLAINTIFFS

(b) COUNTY OF RESIDENCE OF FIRST LISTED PLAINTIFF _____________________ 
(EXCEPT IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES) 

DEFENDANTS 

COUNTY OF RESIDENCE OF FIRST LISTED DEFENDANT _____________________ 
(IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES ONLY) 

NOTE: IN LAND CONDEMNATION CASES, USE THE LOCATION OF THE TRACT OF LAND INVOLVED 

(c) ATTORNEYS (FIRM NAME, ADDRESS, AND TELEPHONE NUMBER) ATTORNEYS (IF KNOWN) 

II. BASIS OF JURISDICTION
(PLACE AN x IN ONE BOX ONLY) 

III. CITIZENSHIP OF PRINCIPAL PARTIES (PLACE AN x IN ONE BOX FOR 
PLAINTIFF AND ONE BOX FOR DEFENDANT) FOR DIVERSITY CASES ONLY! 

o 1 U.S. Government
 Plaintiff

o 2 U.S. Government
 Defendant

o 3 Federal Question
 (U.S. Government Not a Party) 

o 4 Diversity
(Indicate Citizenship of

  Parties in item III) 

Citizen of this State 

Citizen of Another State 

Citizen or Subject of a  
Foreign Country 

PTF 

o 1

o 2

o 3

DFT 

o 1

o 2

o 3

Incorporated or Principal Place 
of Business in This State 

Incorporated and Principal Place 
of Business in Another State 

Foreign Nation 

PTF 

o 4

o 5

o 6

DFT 

o 4

o 5

o 6

IV. CASE ASSIGNMENT AND NATURE OF SUIT
(Place an X in one category, A-N, that best represents your Cause of Action and one in a corresponding Nature of Suit) 

o A.   Antitrust

410 Antitrust 

o B.   Personal Injury/ 
  Malpractice 

310 Airplane 
315 Airplane Product Liability 
320 Assault, Libel & Slander 
330 Federal Employers Liability 
340 Marine 
345 Marine Product Liability 
350 Motor Vehicle 
355 Motor Vehicle Product Liability 
360 Other Personal Injury 
362 Medical Malpractice 
365 Product Liability 
367 Health Care/Pharmaceutical  
       Personal Injury Product Liability  
368 Asbestos Product Liability 

o C.   Administrative Agency
  Review 

151 Medicare Act 

Social Security 
861 HIA (1395ff) 
862 Black Lung (923) 
863 DIWC/DIWW (405(g)) 
864 SSID Title XVI 
865 RSI (405(g)) 

Other Statutes 
891 Agricultural Acts 
893 Environmental Matters 
890 Other Statutory Actions (If 

  Administrative Agency is  
  Involved) 

o D.   Temporary Restraining 
  Order/Preliminary 
  Injunction 

Any nature of suit from any category 
may be selected for this category of 
case assignment.  

*(If Antitrust, then A governs)* 

o E.   General Civil (Other)      OR o F.   Pro Se General Civil
Real Property 

210 Land Condemnation 
220 Foreclosure 
230 Rent, Lease & Ejectment 
240 Torts to Land 
245 Tort Product Liability 
290 All Other Real Property 

Personal Property 
370 Other Fraud 
371 Truth in Lending 
380 Other Personal Property 
       Damage 
385 Property Damage  

  Product Liability 

Bankruptcy 
422 Appeal 2  USC 158 
423 Withdrawal 28 USC 157 

Prisoner Petitions 
535 Death Penalty 
540 Mandamus & Other 
550 Civil Rights 
555 Prison Conditions 
560 Civil Detainee – Conditions 

  of Confinement 

Property Rights 
820 Copyrights 
830 Patent 
835 Patent – Abbreviated New 
       Drug Application 
840 Trademark 
880 Defend Trade Secrets Act of   

  2016 (DTSA) 

Federal Tax Suits 
870 Taxes (US plaintiff or  
       defendant) 
871 IRS-Third Party 26 USC 

  7609 

Forfeiture/Penalty 
625 Drug Related Seizure of  
       Property 21 USC 881 
690 Other 

Other Statutes 
375 False Claims Act 
376 Qui Tam (31 USC 

3729(a)) 
400 State Reapportionment 
430 Banks & Banking 
450 Commerce/ICC Rates/etc  
460 Deportation  
462 Naturalization  

  Application 

465 Other Immigration Actions 
470 Racketeer Influenced  
       & Corrupt Organization 
480 Consumer Credit 
485 Telephone Consumer  
       Protection Act (TCP ) 
490 Cable/Satellite TV 
850 Securities/Commodities/ 
       Exchange 
896 Arbitration 
899 Administrative Procedure  

  Act/Review or Appeal of  
       Agency Decision 
950 Constitutionality of State 

  Statutes 
890 Other Statutory Actions 

  (if not administrative agency 
  review or Privacy Act) 

INTERNATIONAL RIGHTS ADVOCATES, INC. LINDT & SPRÜNGLI (USA) INC.; LINDT & SPRÜNGLI
(NORTH AMERICA) INC.

Stratham, N.H.
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o G.   Habeas Corpus/
   2255 

530 Habeas Corpus – General 
510 Motion/Vacate Sentence 
463 Habeas Corpus – Alien  

  Detainee 

o H.   Employment
Discrimination

442 Civil Rights – Employment 
  (criteria: race, gender/sex,  
  national origin,  
  discrimination, disability, age,  
  religion, retaliation) 

*(If pro se, select this deck)* 

o I.   FOIA/Privacy Act

895 Freedom of Information Act 
890 Other Statutory Actions  

  (if Privacy Act) 

*(If pro se, select this deck)* 

o J.   Student Loan

152 Recovery of Defaulted 
  Student Loan 
  (excluding veterans) 

o K.   Labor/ERISA
   (non-employment) 

710 Fair Labor Standards Act 
720 Labor/Mgmt. Relations 
740 Labor Railway Act 
751 Family and Medical  
       Leave Act 
790 Other Labor Litigation  
791 Empl. Ret. Inc. Security Act 

o L.   Other Civil Rights
   (non-employment) 

441 Voting (if not Voting Rights 
       Act) 
443 Housing/Accommodations 
440 Other Civil Rights 
445 Americans w/Disabilities – 
       Employment  
446 Americans w/Disabilities – 
       Other 
448 Education 

o M.   Contract

110 Insurance
120 Marine
130 Miller Act 
140 Negotiable Instrument 
150 Recovery of Overpayment 

  & Enforcement of 
       Judgment 
153 Recovery of Overpayment 

  of Veteran’s Benefits 
160 Stockholder’s Suits 
190 Other Contracts  
195 Contract Product Liability 
196 Franchise 

o N.   Three-Judge
Court

441 Civil Rights – Voting
  (if Voting Rights Act) 

V. ORIGIN

o 1 Original
Proceeding

o 2 Removed 
from State

  Court 

o 3 Remanded 
from Appellate
Court 

o 4 Reinstated 
or Reopened 

o 5 Transferred 
from another 
district (specify)

o 6 Multi-district 
Litigation 

o 7 Appeal to
District Judge
from Mag. 
Judge

o 8 Multi-district 
Litigation –
Direct File

VI. CAUSE OF ACTION (CITE THE U.S. CIVIL STATUTE UNDER WHICH YOU ARE FILING AND WRITE A BRIEF STATEMENT OF CAUSE.) 

VII. REQUESTED IN
COMPLAINT

CHECK IF THIS IS A CLASS  
ACTION UNDER F.R.C.P. 23 

DEMAND $ 
  JURY DEMAND:  

Check YES only if demanded in complaint 
YES       NO 

VIII. RELATED CASE(S)
IF ANY

(See instruction) YES NO  If yes, please complete related case form 

DATE:  _________________________ SIGNATURE OF ATTORNEY OF RECORD _________________________________________________________ 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING CIVIL COVER SHEET JS-44 
Authority for Civil Cover Sheet 

The JS-44 civil cover sheet and the information contained herein neither replaces nor supplements the filings and services of pleadings or other papers as required 
by law, except as provided by local rules of court.  This form, approved by the Judicial Conference of the United States in September 1974, is required for the use of the 
Clerk of Court for the purpose of initiating the civil docket sheet.  Consequently, a  civil cover sheet is submitted to the Clerk of Court for each civil complaint filed.  
Listed below are tips for completing the civil cover sheet.  These tips coincide with the Roman Numerals on the cover sheet.  

I. COUNTY OF RESIDENCE OF FIRST LISTED PLAINTIFF/DEFENDANT (b) County of residence: Use 11001 to indicate plaintiff if resident
of Washington, DC, 88888 if plaintiff is resident of United States but not Washington, DC, and 99999 if plaintiff is outside the United States. 

III. CITIZENSHIP OF PRINCIPAL PARTIES: This section is completed only if diversity of citizenship was selected as the Basis of Jurisdiction
under Section II. 

IV. CASE ASSIGNMENT AND NATURE OF SUIT: The assignment of a  judge to your case will depend on the category you select that best
represents the primary cause of action found in your complaint. You may select only one category.  You must also select one corresponding 
nature of suit found under the category of the case. 

VI. CAUSE OF ACTION: Cite the U.S. Civil Statute under which you are filing and write a  brief statement of the primary cause. 

VIII. RELATED CASE(S), IF ANY: If you indicated that there is a  related case, you must complete a related case form, which may be obtained from
the Clerk’s Office. 

Because of the need for accurate and complete information, you should ensure the accuracy of the information provided prior to signing the form.  

✘

✘

7/21/2026 /s/ Dale J. Giali
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