INHERITANCE

GUIDE

NORTHERN TERRITORY

This is a guide to who will inherit an Estate,
under Northern Territory law, if a valid Will
is not left. It is a guide only and specific
advice should be obtained in relation to
individual circumstances.
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SPOUSE

NO SPOUSE

Surviving children or
grandchildren?

Surviving children or
grandchildren?
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Children receive equal share of Estate.
Descendant of pre-deceased children receive an
equal share of their parent’s share.

If value of the
Estate is less than
$500,000, spouse
receives the whole|

of the Estate.
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If value of the
Estate is less
than $350,000,
spouse receives
the whole of
the Estate.

Surviving parent?

Parents receive an equal share of the Estate.
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If the Estate is
greater than
$500,000:

Spouse receives:
® Personal chattels|
e First $500,000
® 1/2 remainder

Remaining 1/2:
e Parents receive
equal share or if
none, brothers
and sisters of the
deceased receive
equal share.
Descendant of
pre-deceased
brothers and
sisters receive
an equal share
of their parent’s
share.

e If no surviving
child, parent,
siblings or children
of siblings, the
spouse is entitled
to the whole of
the Estate.
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Surviving brother, sister,
niece or nephew?

If the Estate
is greater than
$350,000:

Spouse receives:

® Personal
chattels
® First
$350,000
® Plus:
a. If only one
child or only
issue of one
pre-deceased
child, then 1/2
remainder
b. In any other
case 1/3 of the
remainder
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Siblings receive equal share of Estate.
Descendant of pre-deceased brothers and sisters
receive an equal share of their parent’s share.

Surviving grandparent?
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Grandparents receive an equal share of the Estate.
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Surviving aunts and uncles?
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Aunts and Uncles receive an equal share of

the Estate.

All categories exhausted
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All to the Crown.




MULTIPLE SPOUSE ENTITLEMENTS

If the de facto partner was living with the intestate for a continuous period of at least two years immediately preceding the
intestate’s death, and the intestate did not live with legal spouse during that time, de facto takes legal spouse’s share plus
personal chattels. If an Indigenous person has more than one spouse at the time of death, the spouses will share equally in the
spouse’s portion of the estate.

INDIGENOUS PERSON

A person (or their personal representative) who claims to be entitled to take an interest in an intestate estate of an Indigenous
person under the customs and traditions of the community or group to which that intestate Indigenous person belonged, may
apply to the Court for an order in relation to the intestate estate. The application to the Court should be accompanied by a
plan of distribution of the intestate estate prepared in accordance with the traditions of the community or group to which the
intestate Indigenous* person belonged.

*Intestate Indigenous person means a person who has not entered into a marriage under the Marriage Act 1961(Cth).
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