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EQT in market for the right financial planning firms 
 
Mr Robin Burns, managing director of Equity Trustees Ltd (EQT), told the 
company AGM today (Friday, October 29) that there are high-quality financial 
advice businesses that meet EQT acquisition criteria and if a suitable 
opportunity arose with one of these the company would actively consider it. 
 
“We have seen a number of opportunities presented to us in recent months to 
take part in consolidation of the financial advice industry, but none of these 
would have met the criteria we set or have blended easily with our overall 
strategy and approach.   
 
“We do believe that our current advisory services represent a different model 
to the typical financial planning business and it could be a compromise of our 
approach if we moved towards a ‘conventional’ planning practice model,” he 
said.  
 
Mr Burns said that the company remains open to consideration of other 
acquisition opportunities in all its businesses that meet EQT objectives. 
 
“Our business units are all travelling relatively well, although conditions differ, 
and new business generation is positive,” he said. 
 
Equity Trustees operates in four main areas, funds management, institutional 
services, superannuation and wealth management.  
 
“The company has, as we all know, a long history of fiduciary responsibility. 
This means that we put clients’ interests first. 
 
“The image of many financial services organisations has been tarnished by an 
major loss of trust and goodwill, which I believe creates very significant 
opportunities for Equity Trustees. “Personal investors and entities with 
fiduciary responsibilities alike are looking to see who and what is behind the 
organisations they invest in or deal with.  
 
“This places us, an Australian public company with a long-established 
reputation for, and culture of, trust, in a very strong position to continue to 
build our services, which we are both positioned and committed to do,” Mr 
Burns said. 
 
Equity Trustees chairman, Mr Tony Killen, told shareholders that profits in the 
first three months of the current financial year are slightly ahead of the prior 
year.  
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“They are essentially under the same influences as characterised the 2010 
result,” he said.  Mr Killen added that all business units are contributing 
positively. 
 
About Equity Trustees:  Equity Trustees is a publicly listed company that 
provides a range of financial services to corporate and private clients. Its 
businesses include funds management, private client wealth management, 
responsible entity appointments, and corporate and DIY superannuation. 
 
The company manages in excess of $4 billion across its funds management, 
private client and superannuation businesses and has in excess of $14 billion 
under responsible entity administration. 
 
Equity Trustees employs over 150 people across its Melbourne, Sydney and 
Brisbane offices. 
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