
YOU

NO PARTNERPARTNER

 Surviving children receive an equal share of the 
Estate. Offspring of pre-deceased children receive 

an equal share of their parent’s share.

Parents receive an equal share of the Estate.

Grandparents receive an equal share of the Estate.

All to the Crown.

 Surviving aunts, uncles, nieces and nephews receive 
an equal share of their parent’s share.

 Surviving brothers and sisters receive equal share of 
the Estate. Offspring of pre-deceased siblings receive 

an equal part of their parent’s share.

Surviving children or 
grandchildren?

If there are 
two or more 

surviving 
children, your 

partner receives 
personal 

chattels, first 
$150,000 plus 
one-third of 

the balance of 
the residuary 

Estate. Surviving 
children receive 
an equal share 

of the remaining 
Estate.

 If there is only 
one surviving 

child, your 
partner receives 

personal 
chattels, first 

$150,000 plus 
one-half of 

balance of the 
residuary estate. 

The surviving 
child receives 
the other half. 
Offspring of 

pre-deceased 
children receive 
an equal part 
of the parent’s 

share.
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Surviving children or 
grandchildren?

Surviving parent?

Surviving aunts, uncles,  
nieces and nephews?

No descendants located?

Surviving brother or sister?

Surviving grandparent?

This is a guide to who will inherit an Estate, 
under Queensland law, if a valid Will is not 
left. It is a guide only and specific advice 
should be obtained in relation to individual 
circumstances.

OR

OR

All to your 
partner, if only 
one surviving 

spouse.

If there is 
more than 

one surviving 
spouse then 
they have to 

share – either in 
accordance with 

a distribution 
agreement or in 
accordance with 

a distribution 
order.

If neither an 
agreement 

nor an order is 
in place then 
the Executor 

decides how it 
is to be divided 
between them, 
but they have 

to share equally 
in the first 
$150,000.



DEFINITIONS
Spouse means
a. The person to whom you are marries at the time of your death
b. Your de facto partner at the time of your death
c. Your registered partner at the time of your death

Registered partner means the person who, at the time of your death, is in a registered relationship with you within the 
meaning of the Relationships Act 2008.

De facto partner means a person (other than a registered domestic partner) who, although not married to you is:
• Living with you at the time of your death as a couple on a genuine domestic basis (irrespective of gender)
• Either

– Had lived with you in that manner continuously for a period of at least two years immediately prior to your death
– The parent of your child who is under the age of 18 years at the date of your death.

EQT Legal Services Pty Ltd ABN 32 611 391 149. Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation.
This communication is intended as a source of information only. No reader should act on any matter without first obtaining professional advice 
which takes into account an individual’s specific objectives, financial situation and needs. Copyright © 2023 Equity Trustees, All rights reserved. 
This guide was produced September 2023.

1300 133 472 
eqt.com.au


