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The 2021 census  
found that 45%% of 
Australia’s overseas-
born population 
migrated from Asia3

 Investment from 
China into Australia 
has risen on average 
13%% each year over 
the last decade1  

Australia’s 
investments 
into major Asian 
economies increased 
from A$165 billion 
to A$438 billion
between 2012 and 20224

 12 of Australia’s 
top 15 export  
markets are in Asia2

Australia’s relationship with Asia  
has undergone a transformation, 
fuelled by migration, trade and 
economic dynamics.
Today, Australia stands at an important junction, 
marked by a shift in its position within the Asia Pacific 
region and its emerging leadership role in the global 
energy transition. As demand increases for renewable 
and other alternative sources of energy, a picture of 
the quantum of private capital required is becoming  
clear — presenting significant opportunities for 
institutional investors. 

Australia’s energy transition ambitions, offshore 
investment needs, proximity to Asia, innovation  
track record and government and industry support,  
provide a favourable backdrop for these opportunities.

The following is a summary of insights from QIC’s 
insight paper – The land of opportunity | Australia in 
the Asia Pacific. 

Australia’s relationship with Asia has transformed  
over recent decades, driven largely by the significant 
migration which underpins Australia’s population 
growth, as well stronger economic ties through trade 
and growing foreign direct investment.
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QIC views the global energy transition as one of 
the most attractive investment opportunities in a 
generation, and we believe Australia is set to become 
a critical player in the world’s efforts to decarbonise.

For Australia to achieve its goal of reaching net zero 
emissions by 2050, over US$1.9 trillion will need to 
be invested.14 This vast opportunity, coupled with 
Australia’s natural abundance of renewable resources 
and the high-value minerals required to facilitate 
the transition, positions Australia as a compelling 
investment destination for institutional investors.

Australia’s energy transition opportunity

Australia as an  
investment destination 
Australia’s appeal as an investment destination lies 
not only in its mature economy but also in its stability 
and innovation. It boasts a stable political system, 
robust legal and governance systems, and an adaptive 
regulatory environment.5

12th largest
economy6

7 of the world’s 
top 100 
universities7

One of the world’s 
most innovative 
countries8

Ranked 5th in the 
region for its foreign 
investment policy9

##1 in the  
Asia Pacific 
in the Talent  
Attractiveness Index10

The world’s 
2nd highest 
median wealth 
per adult12

One of the 
lowest tax rates
relative to GDP across 
high-income economies11

One of  9 countries 
to be AAA rated 
by all three major credit  
rating agencies13

Ranked 3rd globally 
for attractive  
foreign investment 
in renewable energy16

Ranked 1st in the 
world for installed 
solar capacity 
per capita15

Some of the world’s 
largest reserves of 
critical minerals:  
nickel, zinc, and  
tantalum, lithium, 
cobalt and copper17

Find out more about Australia’s position in the Asia Pacific 
region by reading our full paper at www.qic.com.
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QIC Limited ACN 130 539 123 (“QIC”) is a wholesale funds manager, 
and its products and services are not directly available to, and 
this document may not be provided to any, retail clients.  QIC is a 
company government owned corporation constituted under the 
Queensland Investment Corporation Act 1991 (QLD). QIC is also 
regulated by State Government legislation pertaining to government 
owned corporations in addition to the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth) 
(“Corporations Act”).  QIC does not hold an Australian financial 
services (“AFS”) licence and certain provisions (including the financial 
product disclosure provisions) of the Corporations Act do not apply to 
QIC. Other wholly owned subsidiaries of QIC do hold AFS licences and 
are required to comply with relevant provisions of the Corporations 
Act. QIC also has wholly owned subsidiaries authorised, registered or 
licensed by the United Kingdom Financial Conduct Authority (“FCA”), 
the United States Securities and Exchange Commission (“SEC”) and 
the Korean Financial Services Commission. For more information 
about QIC, our approach, clients and regulatory framework, please 
refer to our website www.qic.com or contact us directly.

For more information about QIC, our approach, clients and  
regulatory framework, please refer to our website www.qic.com  
or contact us directly.

The statements and any opinions in this document (the 
“Information”) are of a general nature and for commentary purposes 
only and do not take into account any investor’s personal, financial or 
tax objectives, situation or needs. The Information is not intended to 
constitute and should not be relied on as personal legal or investment 
advice and it does not constitute, and should not be construed as,  
an offer to sell or solicitation of an offer to buy, securities or any other 
investment, investment management or advisory services.

This document is subject to the QIC Disclaimer and website access 
terms and conditions.
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