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21 July 2025

2 September 2025

CommencementNo.2 made

CommencementNo.1 made

4 September 2025

Commencement No.3 made

19 August 2025

* |CO power to send notices and request
documents to evidence UK GDPR compliance
(Section 96 and 97 DUAA)

* Provisions listed under Section 142(3) DUAA in
force

19 June 2025
Royal assent received
Immediate changes: .

* SAR searches must be reasonable and
proportionate (applying retrospectively from 1
January 2024) (Section 78 DUAA)

* Provisions listed under Section 142(2) DUAA in

Technical provisions clarifying legal framework come into .

force

ICO gains new statutory objectives

Government to publish progress report on Al and copyright .

The Data (Use and Access) Act 2025 (Commencement No. 1)

Stage 2

= 3/4 months after royal assent

September / October / November 2025

Most measures on digital verification services — Part 2 DUAA
Section 79 DUAA (legal professional privilege exemption)

Section 88 DUAA (national security exemption) in force from
5 September 2025

Retention of information by providers of internet services in
connection with the death of a child — Part 7 Section 124
DUAA in force from 30 September 2025

Section 89 DUAA (joint processing by intelligence services
and competent authorities) and Section 90 DUAA (joint
processing: consequential amendments) in force from 17
November 2025
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Stage 1

20 August 2025

DUAA (Commencement No.1) Regulations include:

Stage 3

=6 months afterroyal assent

December 2025
Commencement of main provisions within Part 5 DUAA

* Provisions on information standards for health and adult
social care in England in Part 7 DUAA

Section 137 DUAA: Secretary of State statement
provided (15 December 2025) setting out the progress

force e.g. searches in response to data
subjects’ requests, retention of biometric data
and recordable offences, retention of
pseudonymised biometric data

02/02/2026 DUAA timeline

Regulations 2025 (lists provisions of DUAA, so far as not already
in force (see Section 142(2)(h) DUAA), which have come into
force on 20 August 2025)

Ideas + People

made toward economic impact assessment and report
on the use of copyright in the development and training
of Al models and systems (as required by Section 135
and 136 DUAA)


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2025/904/regulation/2/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2025/904/regulation/2/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2025/904/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2025/982/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2025/996/made
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Stage 4

6 months plus after royal assent

ICO Guidance CommencementNo.4 made

Winter 2025/2026

Topicsinclude:

Codes of Conduct and Certification (Section 116 of DUAA) -
Sector codes of conduct for PECR compliance

Legitimate Interests — update to existing guidance
Manifestly Unfounded or Excessive Requests (Part 3)

Direct Marketing and PECR —(consultation closed pending
final guidance due winter 2025/2026)

Research, Archiving and Statistics Provisions— (consultation
due to launch February 2026 and final guidance expected
summer 2026)

19 November 2025

15 December 2025

19 December 2025

expiryon 27 December2031

Copyrightand artificialintelligence
statement of progress under Section 137
Data (Use and Access) Act published

EU/UK adequacy renewed (i.
data flow between the EEA and the UK)

15 January 2026

CommencementNo.5 made 19 June 2026

Fullimplementation of DUAA expected
Business should have:

* Reviewed cookie policies

* Aligned privacy notices and contracts

* Trained staff on new compliance obligations

e. personal

Complaints (Section 103 of DUAA) - (consultation closed 30
October 2025)

Recognised Legitimate Interest (Section 70 of DUAA) -
(consultation closed 30 October 2025)

Data Protection by Design and by Default

Right of access (Part 3)

02/02/2026 DUAA timeline

Ideas + People

ICO Guidance

Spring 2026

* Automated Decision Making and Profiling guidance
update (consultation due to launch winter 2025/2026
expected guidance due spring 2026)

» Secretary of State to provide economicimpact
assessment on: (a) four policy options described in
section B.4 of the Copyright and Al Consultation Paper
and provide this assessment before Parliament (Section
135 DUAA); and (b) report on the use of copyright works in
the development of Al systems (Section 136 DUAA) by 18
March 2026


https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_3059
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/copyright-and-artificial-intelligence-progress-report/copyright-and-artificial-intelligence-statement-of-progress-under-section-137-data-use-and-access-act
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2025/1213/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2026/31/made
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Summary of key changes introduced by DUAA

Automated Decision Making

* Broader use permitted with safeguards
(transparency, right to challenge, human oversight)

Subject Access Requests
* “Reasonable and proportionate search” codified

» “Stop the clock” rules for clarifying requests
updated

Recognised Legitimate Interests

* New lawful basis for processing (e.g. crime
prevention, safeguarding)

Children’s Data

 Stricter design obligations for services likely to be
accessed by children

Complaints Handling

* Mandatory electronic complaints form with 30 day
response time and outcome notification

02/02/2026 DUAA timeline

Data Transfers

* Newtestassessingif the standards are
“materially lower” than the UK

Digital Verification System and Smart Data
Schemes

* New national framework for digital identities in
the UK

* New frameworkto allow data sharing following
a customer’s request with third-party providers
to enable third-party provider to provide
services to the customer

e-Privacy

* Fineswill be increased to a maximum £17.5
million or 4% of global annual turnover (UK
GDPR level)

* Cookie consent rules extended to anyone who
“instigates” storage or access of stored data

Ideas + People

New Regulatory Body

* Information Commission (IC) established to
replace ICO , with broader powers in line with
other UK regulators

Special Category Data

» Secretary of State may add new categories of
special category data

Soft-optin for Charities

* Optionto send marketing messages to
customers without obtaining consent under
certain conditions

Further reading: What you need to know about the

Data (Use and Access) Act



https://www.lewissilkin.com/insights/2025/06/25/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-data-use-and-access-act
https://www.lewissilkin.com/insights/2025/06/25/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-data-use-and-access-act

