
The nurs ing pro fes sion is com mit ted to the pro mo tion of health
through the pro vi sion of high qual ity nurs ing care within the health
care sys tem. Nurs ing en com passes health pro mo tion, health
main te nance, acute care, and re ha bil i ta tion. The goal of nurs ing
is to fa cil i tate ad ap ta tion to ward op ti mal health through out the de -
vel op men tal con tin uum. To achieve this goal, the nurse in ter acts
in de pend ently with the cli ent and other mem bers of the health
team. Nurs ing, as a the ory–based dis ci pline, con tin u ally strives to 
im prove the qual ity of care through the ap pli ca tion of knowl edge
ob tained through sci en tif i cally based in quiry.

The Col lege of Nurs ing of fers an un der grad u ate pro gram lead -
ing to the Bach e lor of Sci ence in Nurs ing (B.S.N.) and grad u ate
pro grams lead ing to the Mas ter of Sci ence in Nurs ing (M.S.N.),
the Doc tor of Nurs ing Prac tice (D.N.P.), and the Doc tor of Phi los -
o phy in Nurs ing (Ph.D.). The M.S.N. pro gram is de signed for the
ed u ca tion of ad vanced prac tice reg is tered nurses for the role of
clin i cal nurse spe cial ists, nurse an es the tists, and nurse prac ti tio -
ners. The D.N.P. pro gram pre pares advanced prac tice nurses to
cham pion healthcare pol icy and op er a tional changes us ing ev i -
dence-based data and tech nol ogy. The Ph.D. program prepares
nurse researchers. 

UN DER GRAD U ATE PRO GRAM

The Bach e lor of Sci ence in Nurs ing (B.S.N.) pro gram is ap proved
by the Mich i gan Board of Nurs ing and ac cred ited by the Com mis -
sion on Col le giate Nurs ing Ed u ca tion (C.C.N.E.).  This pro gram is 
de signed to pro vide a broad pro fes sional prep a ra tion based on
nurs ing sci ence and is grounded in bi o log i cal, phys i cal and be -
hav ioral sci ences as well as the hu man i ties.  The Col lege of fers
three paths to the B.S.N. de gree: Tra di tional B.S.N.; Ac cel er ated

Sec ond De gree B.S.N.; and B.S.N. for Reg is tered Nurses. The
pro gram is de signed to pre pare the stu dent for nurs ing prac tice
with in di vid u als, fam i lies, and pop u la tions in a va ri ety of health
states and health set tings.

Op por tu nity for Lan sing Com mu nity Col lege, Macomb
Com mu nity Col lege, Muskegon Com mu nity Col lege, and 
Oak land Com mu nity Col lege  As so ci ate De gree in 
Nurs ing Stu dents

Lan sing Com mu nity Col lege, Macomb Com mu nity Col lege,
Muskegon Com mu nity Col lege, and Oak land Com mu nity Col -
lege As so ci ate De gree in Nurs ing stu dents who have en rolled in
clin i cal nurs ing courses in the nurs ing ma jor at their re spec tive
col lege are el i gi ble to ap ply for trans fer ad mis sion to Mich i gan
State Uni ver sity into the R.N. to B.S.N. pro gram.

Stu dents ad mit ted to MSU and ad mit ted to the R.N. to B.S.N.
pro gram may en roll in two sum mer ses sions (one course each
sum mer ses sion) at MSU while si mul ta neously en rolled in the As -
so ci ate De gree in Nurs ing pro gram. Upon grad u a tion from the
As so ci ate De gree in Nurs ing pro gram at Lan sing Com mu nity
Col lege, Macomb Com mu nity Col lege, Muskegon Com mu nity
Col lege, and Oak land Com mu nity College and suc cess ful com -
ple tion of pre req ui site courses for the B.S.N. and other pro gram
re quire ments, in clud ing but not lim ited to back ground check, drug 
screen, and fin ger print ing, stu dents will con tinue en roll ment in
the MSU R.N. to B.S.N. pro gram.

Ac cep tance is de ter mined by the ap pli cant’s pre vi ous ac a -
demic re cord. Ad mis sion to the pro gram is com pet i tive; the most
qual i fied can di dates are se lected from the pool of can di dates
meet ing the min i mum cri te ria.
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To com plete the ap pli ca tion pro cess, the stu dent must:
1. Ap ply to the Col lege of Nurs ing R.N. to B.S.N. pro gram us ing

the Of fice of Ad mis sions ap pli ca tion form. It is rec om mended 
that stu dents ap ply dur ing the first se mes ter they are en rolled 
in the As so ci ate De gree in Nurs ing pro gram.

2. Com plete and sub mit the Col lege of Nurs ing R.N. to B.S.N.
sup ple men tal ap pli ca tion.

3. Com plete all other un der grad u ate ap pli ca tion re quire ments.
4. Have a cu mu la tive grade-point av er age of 2.75 or higher

upon ad mis sion and at time of com ple tion of the As so ci ate
De gree in Nurs ing.

5. Earn a grade of 2.0 or higher in each sci ence pre req ui site
course or its equiv a lent.

6. Com plete the uni ver sity’s Tier I writ ing re quire ment.
7. Com plete  the uni ver sity’s math e mat ics re quire ment ref er -

enced in item 1. un der the Re quire ments for the Bach e lor of
Sci ence in Nurs ing De gree in Nurs ing.

8. Pos sess an ac tive, un re stricted R.N. li cense to prac tice with -
out pro ba tion ary sta tus prior to MSU clin i cal course work.

For ad di tional in for ma tion re gard ing trans fer ad mis sion, re fer
to the Trans fer Stu dent Ad mis sion state ment in the Un der grad u -
ate Ed u ca tion sec tion of this cat a log.

Op por tu nity for In com ing Fresh men

While ad mis sion to the Col lege of Nurs ing is com pet i tive and de -
ter mined af ter com ple tion of at least 28 cred its (see Ad mis sion
to the College be low), high achiev ing, in com ing fresh men stu -
dents have the op por tu nity to earn con di tional ad mis sion to the
col lege. Prior to ap ply ing for such con sid er ation, a pro spec tive
stu dent must first be ad mit ted to the uni ver sity, un der the
prenursing pref er ence, via the stan dard fresh man ap pli ca tion
pro cess.

Stu dents may ap ply to the Col lege of Nurs ing prior to their ini tial 
en roll ment at MSU in or der to be con sid ered for ac cep tance to a
fu ture fall co hort. Con sid er ation for con di tional ad mis sion is com -
pet i tive. Ap pli ca tion ma te ri als for a fu ture fall co hort must be com -
pleted by De cem ber 1st for early ap pli ca tion dead line but no later
than March 1st prior to the ini tial fall se mes ter of en roll ment. Ap pli -
cants will be no ti fied of the de ci sion in writ ing by April 1st.

Min i mal cri te ria for ap pli ca tion:
1. ACT com pos ite score of at least 28 or SAT of 1860 (crit i cal

read ing, math e mat ics, and writ ing).
2. High school grade point av er age of at least 3.8 on a 4.0 scale.
3. High school class rank will be con sid ered when available.

If con di tional ad mis sion to the Col lege of Nurs ing is granted,
the stu dent must sign an agree ment with the Col lege of Nurs ing
that the fol low ing ac a demic con di tions will be met in or der to en ter
the nurs ing ma jor as a sophomore:
1. Com plete the prenursing cur ric u lum in the first year.
2. Earn a grade of 2.0 or higher in each sci ence pre req ui site

course.
3. Main tain the min i mum cu mu la tive grade point av er age that is 

pro vided in the let ter of agree ment the stu dent signs with the
Col lege of Nurs ing.

Stu dents must be el i gi ble and avail able to be ad mit ted as a
sophomore the fall se mes ter of their second year of at ten dance.
This in cludes suc cess fully com plet ing im mu ni za tion re quire -
ments, crim i nal back ground checks, and drug screen re views re -
quired of all nurs ing stu dents prior to the start of clin i cal course
work.

Ad mis sion to the College 

Ad mis sion to the Col lege of Nurs ing is com pet i tive. Min i mal cri te -
ria for ap pli ca tion to the Col lege are:

1. Com ple tion of at least 28 cred its ac cept able to the Col lege of
Nurs ing with a cu mu la tive grade-point av er age of 2.75 or
higher.

2. Com ple tion of the fol low ing prenursing foun da tion courses:
ANTR 350 Hu man Gross Anat omy for

Pre-Health Pro fes sion als 3
BS 161 Cell and Mo lec u lar Bi ol ogy 3
CEM 141 Gen eral Chem is try 4
MTH 103 Col lege Al ge bra 3

3. Com ple tion of the al ter na tive track to In te gra tive Stud ies in
Bi o log i cal and Phys i cal Sci ences ref er enced in item 1. un der
the Re quire ments for the Bach e lor of Sci ence in Nurs ing De -
gree in Nurs ing. Se lec tion of the al ter na tive track is highly
rec om mended to at tain req ui site knowl edge and skills.

4. A grade of 2.00 or higher in ap proved bi o log i cal sci ence,
chem is try, mi cro bi ol ogy and mo lec u lar ge net ics, hu man
anat omy and phys i ol ogy courses in clud ing re quired lab o ra -
tory work or in courses com pleted in the al ter na tive track to
In te gra tive Stud ies in Bi o log i cal and Phys i cal Sci ences and
in Nurs ing 300.

5. Com ple tion of the uni ver sity’s Tier I writ ing re quire ment.
6. Sat is fac tory com mu nity ser vice, work ex pe ri ence and let ters

of rec om men da tion.
Ap pli ca tions for ad mis sion to the nurs ing ma jor are re viewed

twice each year.  A lim ited num ber of po si tions are avail able dur -
ing each se lec tion pe riod.  Stu dents may be ad mit ted to the nurs -
ing ma jor for ei ther the fall se mes ter or the spring se mes ter.

Stu dents who wish to be con sid ered for ad mis sion to the nurs -
ing ma jor must sub mit their ap pli ca tions to the Col lege of Nurs ing
by May 1 for ad mis sion to the fall se mes ter and December 1 for
ad mis sion to the spring se mes ter. Ap pli cants are en cour aged to
meet with a col lege un der grad u ate pro gram ad vi sor prior to the
sub mis sion of their ap pli ca tion ma te ri als.

Re quire ments for the Bach e lor of Sci ence in Nurs ing
De gree in Nurs ing 
1. The Uni ver sity re quire ments for bach e lor's de grees as de scribed in the Un der grad u -

ate Ed u ca tion sec tion of the cat a log; 120 cred its, in clud ing gen eral elec tive cred its, are 
re quired for the Bach e lor of Sci ence in Nurs ing de gree.

The com ple tion of Math e mat ics 103 and Sta tis tics and Prob a bil ity 200 ref er enced
be low will also sat isfy the Uni ver sity math e mat ics re quire ment. Stu dents who place
into Sta tis tics and Prob a bil ity 200 on the math e mat ics place ment test and com plete
Sta tis tics and Prob a bil ity 200 are not re quired to com plete Math e mat ics 103.

Stu dents who are en rolled in the Nurs ing ma jor lead ing to the Bach e lor of Sci ence in
Nurs ing de gree in the Col lege of Nurs ing com plete an al ter na tive track to In te gra tive
Stud ies in Bi o log i cal and Phys i cal Sci ences that con sists of the fol low ing courses:  Bi o -
log i cal Sci ence 161, Chem is try 141 and 143, Mi cro bi ol ogy and Mo lec u lar Ge net ics
201 and 302, Hu man Anat omy 350, and Phys i ol ogy 250 or 310.  The com ple tion of
Chem is try 143 and Mi cro bi ol ogy and Mo lec u lar Ge net ics 302 sat isfy the lab o ra tory re -
quire ment.

The Uni ver sity's Tier II writ ing re quire ment for the Nurs ing ma jor is met by com plet -
ing Nurs ing 375, 460, and 481.  Those courses are ref er enced in item 2. be low.

2.  The fol low ing re quire ments for the ma jor:

CRED ITS
a. All of the fol low ing Foun da tion courses with a min i mum

grade-point av er age of 2.0:
CEM 143 Sur vey of Or ganic Chem is try . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
HDFS 225 Life span Hu man De vel op ment in the Fam ily. . . . . 3
HNF 260 Prin ci ples of Hu man Nu tri tion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
MMG 201 Fun da men tals of Mi cro bi ol ogy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
MMG 302 In tro duc tory Lab o ra tory for Gen eral and Al lied 

Health Mi cro bi ol ogy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
PHM 350 In tro duc tory Hu man Phar ma col ogy. . . . . . . . . . . . 3
PSL 250 In tro duc tory Phys i ol ogy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Or
PSL 310 Phys i ol ogy for Pre-Health Pro fes sion als . . . . . . . . 4
PSY 101 In tro duc tory Psy chol ogy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
STT 200 Sta tis ti cal Meth ods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

b. All of the fol low ing Nurs ing courses with a min i mum grade-point
av er age of 2.0:
NUR 205 In tro duc tion to Pro fes sional Nurs ing . . . . . . . . . . . 4
NUR 301 Clin i cal Pathophysiology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 322 Nurs ing Care of Acute and Chron i cally 

Ill Pa tients I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
NUR 324 Health Pro mo tion and Dis ease and 

In jury Pre ven tion I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
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NUR 332 Nurs ing Care of Acute and Chron i cally 
Ill Pa tients II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

NUR 334 Health Pro mo tion and Dis ease and 
In jury Pre ven tion II. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

NUR 371 Be hav ioral Health Nurs ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

NUR 375 Research and Ev i dence-Based Prac tice. . . . . . . . 2
NUR 436 Nurs ing Care of Chil dren and Their Fam i lies . . . . 2
NUR 437 Nurs ing Care of the Child bear ing Fam ily . . . . . . . 2
NUR 445 Nurs ing Care of Acute and Crit i cally Ill Pa tients . . 6
NUR 460 Lead er ship in Clin i cal Prac tice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
NUR 471 Pub lic Health Nurs ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 475 Eth i cal Prac tice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
NUR 481 Schol ar ship for Nurs ing Prac tice (W) . . . . . . . . . . 2

3. Ad mis sion as a Reg is tered Nurse
Reg is tered Nurses who have grad u ated from a di ploma or as so ci ate de -
gree pro gram in nurs ing with a min i mum cu mu la tive grade-point av er -
age of 2.75, a min i mum grade of 2.00 in all re quired sci ence courses and
who pos sess an ac tive, un re stricted RN li cense to prac tice with out pro -
ba tion ary sta tus will be granted 30 cred its for suc cess ful com ple tion of
the Na tional Coun cil Li cens ing Ex am i na tion for Reg is tered Nurses
(NCLEX-RN). Stu dents should con tact the Col lege of Nurs ing re gard ing
the ap pli ca tion pro cess and dead lines. The fol low ing are the re quire -
ments for the ma jor for stu dents ad mit ted as Reg is tered Nurses.
a. All of the fol low ing courses:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32

ISS 315 Global Di ver sity and In ter de pen dence (I) . . . . . . . 4
NUR 300 Pathophysiology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
NUR 325 Tran si tions to BSN Prac tice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
NUR 336 Health Pro mo tion for the BSN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
NUR 340 Foun da tions of Nurs ing Prac tice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
NUR 355 In te gra tive Sem i nar I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
NUR 455 In te gra tive Sem i nar II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
NUR 465 Lead er ship Im mer sion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
NUR 470 Com mu nity and Pop u la tion Health Nurs ing . . . . . 4
NUR 485 In te gra tive Sem i nar III . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Ad mis sion to the Sec ond Bach e lor’s De gree Pro gram

Stu dents who have com pleted a bach e lor’s de gree from an ac -
cred ited and rec og nized col lege or uni ver sity with a min i mum cu -
mu la tive grade-point av er age of 2.75 are el i gi ble to ap ply.
Ap pli cants should con tact the Col lege of Nurs ing re gard ing the
ap pli ca tion pro cess and dead lines. Com ple tion of the fol low ing
pre req ui site courses with a min i mum grade of 2.00 in all sci ence
courses is re quired for ad mis sion:

CRED ITS
ANTR 350 Hu man Gross Anat omy for Pre-Health Professionals . . . . . 3
CEM 141 Gen eral Chem is try . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
HDFS 225 Life span Hu man De vel op ment in the Fam ily . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
HNF 260 Prin ci ples of Hu man Nu tri tion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
MMG 201 Fun da men tals of Mi cro bi ol ogy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 300 Pathophysiology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

or
NUR 301 Clin i cal Pathophysiology. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
PHM 350 In tro duc tory Hu man Phar ma col ogy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
PSL 250 In tro duc tory Phys i ol ogy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Or
PSL 310 Phys i ol ogy for Pre-Health Pro fes sion als . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
PSY 101 In tro duc tory Psy chol ogy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
STT 200 Sta tis ti cal Meth ods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Nurs ing 300 or 301 must be com pleted within five years of pro gram start.

GRAD U ATE STUDY

Three grad u ate pro grams in Nurs ing are of fered:  the Mas ter of
Sci ence in Nurs ing (M.S.N.), which is ac cred ited by CCNE, the
Doc tor of Nurs ing Prac tice (D.N.P.), and the Doc tor of Phi los o phy
(Ph.D.) with a ma jor in Nurs ing.  In the M.S.N. pro gram, stu dents
pur sue their ed u ca tional pro gram with fac ulty and clin i cal pre cep -
tors who have ex per tise and re search in the stu dent’s cho sen
area of spe cial iza tion.  The Col lege of fers three paths to the
M.S.N. de gree:  Fam ily and Adult Ger on tol ogy Nurse Prac ti tio ner
Con cen tra tion; Adult Ger on tol ogy Clin i cal Nurse Spe cial ist with
Ed u ca tion Con cen tra tion; and Nurse An es the sia Con cen tra tion,
which is also ac cred ited by the Coun cil on Ac cred i ta tion of Nurse
An es the sia Ed u ca tional Program.  The Doc tor of Nurs ing Prac -
tice (D.N.P.) pre pares ad vanced prac tice reg is tered nurses to
pro vide clin i cal, or ga ni za tional and sys tems' lead er ship at the
high est level. The Doc tor of Phi los o phy pro gram is de signed to
pre pare clin i cal nurse sci en tists to as sume pro fes sional roles in

ac a demic and re search set tings with the pur pose of en gag ing in a 
life of schol arly in quiry.  The doc toral pro grams of fer stu dents the
op por tu nity to move in schol arly directions, and provides
opportunities for interdisciplinary study.

Mas ter of Sci ence

The Mas ter of Sci ence in Nurs ing de gree pre pares grad u ates for
roles that re flect cur rent, emerg ing and ex pand ing roles of nurses
as pro vid ers and ed u ca tors. The cur ric ula for these ad vanced
prac tice roles are de signed in the con text of re lated chal lenges,
needs and in creas ing com plex i ties within the sys tems of health
care de liv ery, higher ed u ca tion, and pro fes sional nurs ing. The
Mas ter of Sci ence in Nurs ing de gree has been fully ac cred ited by
the Com mis sion on Col le giate Nurs ing Ed u ca tion (CCNE).

The Mas ter of Sci ence in Nurs ing de gree pro gram con sists of
three con cen tra tions. The first con cen tra tion, Nurse Prac ti tio ner,
fo cuses on the prep a ra tion of ad vanced prac tice nurses as nurse
prac ti tio ners. Within this con cen tra tion, there are two ar eas of
study: adult/ger on tol ogy, and fam ily. A sec ond con cen tra tion,
Adult-Ger on tol ogy Clin i cal Nurse Spe cial ist with Ed u ca tion, fo -
cuses on the prep a ra tion of ad vanced prac tice nurses spe cial -
ized in acute care adult-ger on tol ogy prac tice and adult ed u ca tion
who also have prep a ra tion as an educator. A third con cen tra tion,
Nurse An es the sia, pre pares ad vanced prac tice nurses who will
use spe cial ized skills and knowl edge in the ad min is tra tion of an -
es the sia and pain man age ment agents.

Nurse Prac ti tio ners, as ad vanced prac tice nurses, are in di -
rect-care pro vider's role, use spe cialty skills and knowl edge in
pro vid ing care to cli ents of all ages and stages of de vel op ment in
pri mary care set tings. The nurse prac ti tio ner cur ric u lum pre pares 
nurses to func tion in ter de pen dently with other health care pro vid -
ers to pro vide pri mary care. As part of this care, ad vanced prac -
tice nurses as sess the phys i cal, socio-emo tional, and
de vel op men tal states of in di vid ual cli ents and their fam i lies, an a -
lyze health be hav ior, ap ply clin i cal judg ment, and in ter vene in a
man ner to im prove the qual ity and ef fec tive ness of health care
de liv ery. They rec og nize the im por tance of health pro mo tion, as
well as early rec og ni tion and prompt treat ment and man age ment
of ill ness, pre ven tion of com pli ca tions, and needed re ha bil i ta tion.
Cli ent and fam ily ed u ca tion, guid ance, and ad vo cacy are vi tal
char ac ter is tics of the ad vanced prac tice nurse’s role. Grad u ates
of the pro gram will as sume lead er ship roles as ac com plished ad -
vanced nurse prac ti tio ners and will be el i gi ble for licensure as an
Ad vanced Prac tice Reg is tered Nurse (APRN).

The Adult-Ger on tol ogy Clin i cal Nurse Specialist with
Education con cen tra tion is de signed to pre pare reg is tered
nurses to as sume an ad vanced prac tice role as a clin i cal nurse
spe cial ist and nurse ed u ca tor.  This graduate as sumes a pro fes -
sional lead er ship role to in form nurs ing prac tice, ed u ca tion, and
health care de liv ery sys tems in the de sign and im ple men ta tion of
strat e gies to im prove or ga ni za tional, ed u ca tional, and in di vid ual
cli ent, stu dent, and nurse pro vider out comes. Ad vanced prac tice
clin i cal and ed u ca tional ex per tise is re flected in the ap pli ca tion of
in no va tive ev i dence-based prac tice in ter ven tions and the de vel -
op ment of col lab o ra tive re la tion ships in or der to ad dress the
health care needs of a di verse pop u la tion. Grad u ates of the pro -
gram will as sume lead er ship roles as ac com plished ad vanced
nurse prac ti tio ners and will be el i gi ble for cer tif i ca tion as an
Adult-Ger on tol ogy Clin i cal Nurse Spe cial ist and as a nurse
educator.

Nurse An es the tists are ad vanced prac tice nurses who use
spe cialty skills and knowl edge in the plan ning and ad min is tra tion
of an es the sia and pain man age ment agents. The Nurse An es -
the sia Pro gram is ac cred ited by the Ac cred i ta tion by the Coun cil
on Ac cred i ta tion of Nurse An es the sia Ed u ca tional Pro grams
(COA), 222 South Pros pect Av e nue, Park Ridge, Il li nois 60068,
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(847) 655-1160. It is a rig or ous, full-time pro gram de signed to ed -
u cate Reg is tered Nurses in ac a demic knowl edge, tech ni cal and
clin i cal skills, and pro fes sional at ti tudes in nurs ing prac tice in
prep a ra tion for safe ad min is tra tion of an es the sia. Grad u ates of
the pro gram will as sume lead er ship roles as ac com plished ad -
vanced prac ti tio ners in nurse an es the sia and will meet the re -
quire ments and be el i gi ble for cer tif i ca tion as Cer ti fied Reg is tered 
Nurse An es the tist (CRNA) and for licensure as an Ad vanced
Prac tice Reg is tered Nurse (APRN).

Stu dents must meet the re quire ments of the uni ver sity as de -
scribed in the Grad u ate Ed u ca tion sec tion of this cat a log, in ad di -
tion to the re quire ments of the Col lege of Nurs ing spec i fied be low.

Stu dents who are en rolled in the Mas ter of Sci ence in Nurs ing
de gree pro gram may elect a spe cial iza tion in In fancy and Early
Child hood. For ad di tional in for ma tion, re fer to the state ment on
In ter de part men tal Grad u ate Spe cial iza tion in In fancy and Early
Child hood in the Col lege of So cial Sci ence sec tion of this cat a log. 

Ad mis sion 

To be con sid ered for ad mis sion to the Mas ter of Sci ence in Nurs -
ing pro gram, an ap pli cant must have:
1. Sub mit ted a uni ver sity ap pli ca tion for ad mis sion and a cur ric -

u lum vita.
2. Com pleted a Bach e lor of Nurs ing de gree from an ac cred ited

col lege or uni ver sity.
3. Cur rent licensure to prac tice nurs ing as a Reg is tered Nurse

in the ap pli cant’s state or coun try. For those ap pli cants prac -
tic ing in Mich i gan, a cur rent Reg is tered Nurse Mich i gan li -
cense is re quired. Ap pli cants who hold Reg is tered Nurse
licensure from other states or coun tries and who are in the
Nurse Prac ti tio ner and Nurse An es the sia con cen tra tion may
be ad mit ted pro vi sion ally with the re quire ment that a United
States and Michigan Reg is tered Nurse li cense must be ob -
tained prior to pro gres sion to clin i cal courses.

4. A min i mum grade-point av er age of 3.0 (4.0 scale) for to tal
cred its com pleted dur ing the sec ond-half of the four-year
bac ca lau re ate nurs ing pro gram.

5. Ap pli cants to the Nurse An es the sia con cen tra tion must have
com pleted the Ver bal, Quan ti ta tive, and An a lytical sec tions
of the Grad u ate Re cord Ex am i na tion within the last five
years.

6. One year of clin i cal prac tice as a reg is tered nurse prior to the
clin i cal se quence of courses for the Nurse Prac ti tio ner con -
cen tra tion. No clin i cal prac tice ex pe ri ence is re quired prior to
ac cep tance for the Adult-Ger on tol ogy Clin i cal Nurse Spe -
cial ist with Ed u ca tion con cen tra tion. One year of full-time
clin i cal ex pe ri ence or equiv a lent as a Reg is tered Nurse in an
in ten sive care unit within the last five years is re quired for the
Nurse An es the sia con cen tra tion.

7. Com pleted a three (3) credit un der grad u ate or grad u ate sta -
tis tics course with a grade of 3.0 (4.0 scale) or better within
the last five years.

8. Submitted a writ ten es say that ad dresses the ap pli cant’s ca -
reer goals and mo ti va tions for grad u ate study in the se lected
area of spe cialty nurs ing prac tice: nurse prac ti tio ner,
adult-ger on tol ogy clin i cal nurse spe cial ist with ed u ca tion, or
nurse an es the tist.

9. Sub mit three let ters of rec om men da tions. The ref er ence let -
ters must be from a source that has di rect knowl edge of the
ap pli cant’s work and ed u ca tional ex pe ri ence spec i fy ing the
ap pli cant’s abil ity to do grad u ate work.

10. Com pleted an ad mis sion in ter view with the Col lege of Nurs -
ing fac ulty.

11. If the ap pli cant’s na tive lan guage is not Eng lish, the ap pli cant 
must com plete the Test of Eng lish as a For eign Lan guage
with a to tal score of 580 (pa per ver sion) or 21 (com puter ver -

sion). Equiv a lent scores on the Eng lish Lan guage Cen ter
Test may be sub mit ted.

12. If the ap pli cant’s na tive lan guage is not Eng lish, the ap pli cant 
must com plete the Ed u ca tional Test ing Ser vice Test of Spo -
ken Eng lish (TSE) with a score of 50 or above.

Pro vi sional Sta tus

Ap pli cants who do not meet the re quire ments for reg u lar ad mis -
sion to the Mas ter of Sci ence in Nurs ing pro gram may be ac -
cepted pro vi sion ally.  Pro vi sion ally ad mit ted stu dents are
re quired to sat isfy de fi cien cies as spec i fied in the let ter of ad mis -
sion and will be for mally re moved from pro vi sional sta tus once the 
de fi cien cies are sat is fied. Stu dents on pro vi sional sta tus may not
prog ress in the pro gram if de fi cien cies are not sat is fied in the
spec i fied time frame. 

Re quire ments for the Mas ter of Sci ence in Nurs ing
De gree in Nurs ing

A  to tal of 45 to 82 cred its is re quired for the de gree un der ei ther Plan A (with the sis)
or Plan B (with out the sis) de pend ing on the stu dent’s area of con cen tra tion. Stu -
dents in ter ested in pur su ing a re search fo cus or doc toral stud ies are en cour aged to
pur sue Plan A, which re quires com ple tion of a the sis. Stu dents must meet the re -
quire ments spec i fied be low:

CRED ITS
Re quire ments for Both Plan A and Plan B (12 cred its):
1. All of the fol low ing courses:

NUR 802 The o ret i cal Foun da tions and Role De vel op ment for
the Ad vanced Prac tice Nurse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

NUR 804 Sta tis tics for the Healthcare Pro fes sional . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 806 Re search for Ad vanced Prac tice Nurses . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 814 Health Care Pol icy and Pol i tics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

2. Com plete one of the fol low ing three con cen tra tions:
NURSE PRAC TI TIO NER(33 to 38 cred its)
a. All of the fol low ing courses (9 cred its):

NUR 805 Pathophysiology for Ad vanced Prac tice Nurs ing . 3
NUR 807 Clin i cal De ci sion Mak ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 809 Ap plied Phar ma col ogy for Ad vanced Prac tice

Nurs ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
b. One of the fol low ing two ar eas of study (24 or 25 cred its):

Fam ily 
NUR 820 Health As sess ment of the Fam ily . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 821 Pri mary Care Man age ment of the Fam ily I . . . . . . 5
NUR 822 Practicum I: Pri mary Care for the Fam ily . . . . . . . 6
NUR 823 Pri mary Care Man age ment of the Fam ily II. . . . . . 3
NUR 824 Practicum II: Pri mary Care for the Fam ily . . . . . . . 7
Adult/Ge ron to log i cal
NUR 832 Practicum I: Pri mary Care for Adult and Aged . . . 6
NUR 834 Practicum II: Pri mary Care for the Adult and Aged 7
NUR 835 Health As sess ment of the Adult and Aged . . . . . . 3
NUR 836 Pri mary Care Man age ment of the Adult and

Aged I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
NUR 837 Pri mary Care Man age ment of Adult and

Aged II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 838 Care for Ag ing In di vid u als Across the Healthcare

Con tin uum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
c. Com plete a schol arly pro ject.
Ad di tional Re quire ments for Plan A
1. NUR 899 Mas ter’s The sis Re search. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
2. Com plete a mas ter’s the sis ac cept able to the stu dent’s the sis

com mit tee.
3. Pass an oral ex am i na tion based on the the sis.
ADULT-GER ON TOL OGY CLIN I CAL NURSE SPE CIAL IST WITH
ED U CA TION (35 to 39 cred its)
a. All of the fol low ing courses (35 cred its):

NUR 805 Pathophysiology for Ad vanced Prac tice Nurs ing . 3
NUR 807 Clin i cal De ci sion Mak ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 809 Ap plied Phar ma col ogy for Ad vanced Prac tice

Nurs ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 838 Care for Ag ing In di vid u als Across the Healthcare

Continuum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
NUR 860 Phys i cal As sess ment for Clin i cal Nurse

Spe cial ist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
NUR 861 Cur ric u lum De sign in Nurs ing Ed u ca tion . . . . . . . 3
NUR 862 Clin i cal Nurse Spe cial ist Role In tern ship . . . . . . . 8
NUR 864 Clin i cal Nurse Spe cial ist Role Im mer sion . . . . . . . 6
NUR 868 Top ics in Nurs ing Ed u ca tion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 866 Ac a demic and Clin i cal Teach ing In tern ship . . . . . 3

b. Com plete a schol arly project.
Ad di tional Re quire ments for Plan A
1. NUR 899 Mas ter’s The sis Re search. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
2. Com plete a mas ter’s the sis ac cept able to the stu dent’s the sis

com mit tee.
3. Pass an oral ex am i na tion based on the the sis.
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NURSE AN ES THE SIA (66 to 70 cred its)
a. All of the fol low ing courses (66 cred its):

ANTR 541 Gross Anat omy for Nurse Anesthestists . . . . . . . . 4
NUR 874 Clin i cal Practicum I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 877 An es the sia Phys i ol ogy and Pathophysiology . . . . 3
NUR 878 Ad vanced Phys i ol ogy and Pathophysiology . . . . . 3
NUR 879 Chem is try and Phys ics of An es the sia . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 880 Health As sess ment for Nurse An es the sia. . . . . . . 3
NUR 881 Perioperative Tech nol ogy and In stru men ta tion. . . 2
NUR 882 Prin ci ples of An es the sia I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 883 Prin ci ples of An es the sia II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 884 Prin ci ples of An es the sia III . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 885 An es the sia Practicum I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
NUR 886 An es the sia Practicum II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
NUR 887 Phar ma col ogy for An es the sia Prac tice I . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 888 Phar ma col ogy for An es the sia Prac tice II . . . . . . . 3
NUR 892 Clin i cal Practicum II. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
NUR 893 Clin i cal Practicum III . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
NUR 894 Clin i cal Practicum IV . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
NUR 895 Clin i cal Sem i nar I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
NUR 896 Clin i cal Sem i nar II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
NUR 897 Clin i cal Sem i nar III . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

b. Com plete a schol arly pro ject.
Ad di tional Re quire ments for Plan A
1. NUR 899 Mas ter’s The sis Re search. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
2. Com plete a mas ter’s the sis ac cept able to the stu dent’s the sis

com mit tee.
3. Pass an oral ex am i na tion based on the the sis.

Part–time Stu dents 

Al though many nurs ing stu dents pur sue the mas ter's de gree on a
part–time ba sis, all de gree can di dates will be ex pected to main -
tain min i mum de gree prog ress stan dards es tab lished by the Col -
lege and pub lished in the Col lege of Nurs ing Grad u ate Stu dent
Hand book. Stu dents are also ex pected to com plete at least one
course per se mes ter un til the de gree is earned. 

Ac a demic Stan dards 

A cu mu la tive grade–point av er age of 3.0 and a grade of 3.0 in
each nurs ing course is re quired.

Trans fer Cred its

Up to 25% (9  se mes ter cred its) of grad u ate course work (ex clud -
ing the sis cred its) may be trans ferred into the Mas ter of Sci ence in 
Nurs ing pro gram from other Na tional League for Nurs ing or Com -
mis sion on Col le giate Nurs ing Ed u ca tion ac cred ited pro grams
upon ap proval of the Col lege of Nurs ing.

Time Limit 

The time limit for com plet ing the de gree is six years from the be -
gin ning of the first se mes ter in which credit to ward the de gree was 
earned.

ADULT-GER ON TOL OGY CLIN I CAL NURSE
SPE CIAL IST

Grad u ate Cer tif i cate

The Grad u ate Cer tif i cate in Adult-Ger on tol ogy Clin i cal Nurse
Spe cial ist pro vides both the o ret i cal and clin i cal con tent re lated to
meet ing adult and ger on tol ogy health care needs and pre pares
reg is tered nurses who al ready earned a mas ter’s de gree in nurs -
ing to take the Amer i can Nurses Credentialing Cen ter Clin i cal
Nurse Spe cial ist cer tif i ca tion ex am i na tion. 

The sched ul ing of the cer tif i cate pro gram al lows flex i bil ity to ac -
com mo date both full-time stu dents and work ing pro fes sion als by
of fer ing an on line for mat with clin i cal place ments in col lab o rat ing
agen cies through out the state.

Ad mis sion

To be con sid ered for ad mis sion into the Grad u ate Cer tif i cate pro -
gram in Clin i cal Nurse Spe cial ist, ap pli cants must meet the re -
quire ments spec i fied be low:
1. Com ple tion of a mas ter’s de gree in nurs ing from the Com -

mis sion on Col le giate Nurs ing Ed u ca tion (CCNE) or Ac cred i -
ta tion Com mis sion for Ed u ca tion in Nurs ing (ACEN)
ac cred ited pro gram. A clin i cal fo cus is pre ferred.

2. Cur rent licensure to prac tice nurs ing as a Reg is tered Nurse
in the ap pli cant’s state or coun try with out re stric tions.

3. A min i mum grade-point av er age of 3.0 (4.0 scale) for to tal
cred its com pleted dur ing their Mas ter of Sci ence in Nurs ing
pro gram.

4. One year of clin i cal prac tice as a Reg is tered Nurse in the
United States prior to the start of the pro gram.

5. Sub mit an es say to the Col lege of Nurs ing stat ing plans for
post-grad u ate study in clud ing pro fes sional ca reer goals.

6. Per sonal in ter view with Col lege of Nurs ing fac ulty.
7. If the ap pli cant’s na tive lan guage is not Eng lish, the ap pli cant 

must com plete the Test of Eng lish as a For eign Lan guage
(TOEFL) with a to tal score of 580 (pa per ver sion) or 21 (com -
puter ver sion). Equiv a lent scores on the Eng lish Lan guage
Cen ter Test may be sub mit ted.

8. Three ref er ences from ac a demic or em ploy ment sources.
No pro vi sional ad mis sion will be al lowed. An ap pli cant must

meet all of the re quire ments for ad mis sion upon ac cep tance. Al -
though stu dents may meet all ad mis sion re quire ments, they may
be de nied ad mis sion solely based on space avail abil ity in the pro -
gram.

Re quire ments for the Grad u ate Cer tif i cate in 
Adult-Ger on tol ogy Clin i cal Nurse Spe cial ist

CRED ITS
Stu dents must com plete all of the fol low ing courses (26 cred its):
1. All of the fol low ing ad vanced prac tice nurs ing courses (12 cred its):

NUR 805 Pathophysiology for Ad vanced Prac tice
Nurs ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

NUR 807 Clin i cal De ci sion Mak ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 809 Ap plied Phar ma col ogy for  Ad vanced 

Prac tice Nurs ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 838 Care for Ag ing In di vid u als Across the Healthcare

Continuum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
NUR 860 Phys i cal As sess ment for Clin i cal Nurse Spe cial ist . . . . . 2
Credit for these ad vanced prac tice nurs ing courses may be ob tained
through trans fer of pre vi ous ac a demic credit or waiver based on a tran -
script eval u a tion of pre vi ous course work.

2. Both of the fol low ing courses (14 cred its):
NUR 862 Clin i cal Nurse Spe cial ist Role In tern ship . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
NUR 864 Clin i cal Nurse Spe cial ist Role Im mer sion . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

NURSE PRAC TI TIO NER

Grad u ate Cer tif i cate

The Grad u ate Cer tif i cate in Nurse Prac ti tio ner pro vides both the -
o ret i cal and clin i cal con tent re lated to meet ing adult health care
needs and pre pares reg is tered nurses who al ready earned a
mas ter’s de gree in nurs ing to take the Amer i can Nurses
Credentialing Cen ter Nurse Prac ti tio ner cer tif i ca tion ex am i na -
tion.  Suc cess ful com ple tion of an ap proved cer tif i ca tion ex am i -
na tion is a pre req ui site for ap ply ing for nurse prac ti tio ner
licensure at the state level.

The sched ul ing of the cer tif i cate pro gram al lows flex i bil ity to ac -
com mo date both full-time stu dents and work ing pro fes sion als by
of fer ing an on line for mat with clin i cal place ments in col lab o rat ing
agen cies through out the state.
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Ad mis sion

To be con sid ered for ad mis sion into the Grad u ate Cer tif i cate pro -
gram in Nurse Prac ti tio ner, ap pli cants must meet the re quire -
ments spec i fied be low:
1. Com ple tion of a mas ter’s de gree in nurs ing from the Com -

mis sion on Col le giate Nurs ing Ed u ca tion (CCNE) or Ac cred i -
ta tion Com mis sion for Ed u ca tion in Nurs ing (ACEN)
ac cred ited pro gram. A clin i cal fo cus is pre ferred.

2. Cur rent licensure to prac tice nurs ing as a Reg is tered Nurse
in the ap pli cant’s state or coun try with out re stric tions. Ap pli -
cants who hold Reg is tered Nurse licensure from other states
or coun tries and who are in the Mas ter of Sci ence in Nurs ing,
Nurse Prac ti tio ner con cen tra tion, may be ad mit ted pro vi -
sion ally with the re quire ment that a United States and Mich i -
gan Reg is tered Nurse li cense must be ob tained prior to
pro gres sion to clin i cal courses.

3. A min i mum grade-point av er age of 3.0 (4.0 scale) for to tal
cred its com pleted dur ing their Mas ter of Sci ence in Nurs ing
pro gram.

4. One year of clin i cal prac tice as a Reg is tered Nurse in the
United States prior to the start of the pro gram.

5. Sub mit an es say to the Col lege of Nurs ing stat ing plans for
post-grad u ate study in clud ing pro fes sional ca reer goals.

6. Per sonal in ter view with Col lege of Nurs ing fac ulty.
7. If the ap pli cant’s na tive lan guage is not Eng lish, the ap pli cant 

must com plete the Test of Eng lish as a For eign Lan guage
(TOEFL) with a to tal score of 580 (pa per ver sion) or 21 (com -
puter ver sion). Equiv a lent scores on the Eng lish Lan guage
Cen ter Test may be sub mit ted.

8. Three ref er ences from ac a demic or em ploy ment sources.
With the ex cep tion of item 2. above, no pro vi sional ad mis sion

will be al lowed. An ap pli cant must meet all of the re quire ments for
ad mis sion upon ac cep tance. Al though stu dents may meet all ad -
mis sion re quire ments, they may be de nied ad mis sion solely
based on space avail abil ity in the pro gram.

Re quire ments for the Grad u ate Cer tif i cate in Nurse
Prac ti tio ner

CRED ITS
Stu dents must com plete all of the fol low ing courses (33 or 34 cred its):
1. All of the fol low ing ad vanced prac tice nurs ing courses (9 cred its):

NUR 805 Pathophysiology for Ad vanced Prac tice
Nurs ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

NUR 807 Clin i cal De ci sion Mak ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 809 Ap plied Phar ma col ogy for  Ad vanced 

Prac tice Nurs ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
2. One of the fol low ing courses (3 cred its):

NUR 820 Health As sess ment of the Fam ily . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 835 Health As sess ment of the Adult and Aged . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Credit for these ad vanced prac tice nurs ing courses in items 1. and 2.
may be ob tained through trans fer of pre vi ous ac a demic credit or waiver
based on a tran script eval u a tion of pre vi ous course work.

3. One of the fol low ing con cen tra tions (21 or 22 cred its):
Fam ily Ad vanced Prac tice Nurs ing
NUR 821 Pri mary Care Man age ment of the Fam ily . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
NUR 822 Practicum I: Pri mary Care for the Fam ily . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
NUR 823 Pri mary Care Man age ment of the Fam ily II. . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 824 Practicum II: Pri mary Care for the Fam ily . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Adult and Ge ron to log i cal Ad vanced Prac tice
NUR 832 Practicum I: Pri mary Care of the Adult and Aged I . . . . . 6
NUR 834 Practicum II: Pri mary Care for the Adult and Aged . . . . . 7
NUR 836 Pri mary Care Man age ment of the Adult and Aged . . . . . 5
NUR 837 Pri mary Care Man age ment of the Adult and Aged II . . . 3
NUR 838 Care for Ag ing In di vid u als Across the Health

Care Con tin uum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Doc tor of Nurs ing Prac tice

The Doc tor of Nurs ing Prac tice (D.N.P.) cur ric u lum pre pares ad -
vanced prac tice nurses to pro vide clin i cal, or ga ni za tional and
sys tems’ lead er ship at the high est level. The pro gram de vel ops
prac ti tio ners who de sign, im ple ment and eval u ate high qual ity
and cost-ef fec tive health care ser vices for di verse pop u la tions in -

clud ing the dis ad van taged and underserved. The grad u ate will
cham pion healthcare pol icy and op er a tional changes us ing ev i -
dence-based data and tech nol ogy that en hances and guides
nurs ing prac tice. The in di vid ual pre pared as a doc tor of nurs ing
prac tice ac tively col lab o rates across dis ci plines and or ga ni za -
tions with pro vid ers and cli ent groups to achieve sus tain able
healthcare out comes.

Ad mis sion

Ad mis sion to the Doc tor of Nurs ing Prac tice de gree is lim ited to
(1) Mas ter's Pre pared Reg is tered Nurses grad u ated from an ac -
cred ited mas ter's pro gram in nurs ing or (2) hold a B.S.N. from an
ac cred ited nurs ing pro gram and a mas ter's de gree that qual i fied
them to sit for na tional cer tif i ca tion as a Cer ti fied Reg is tered
Nurse An es the tist (CRNA). In ad di tion to meet ing the re quire -
ments of the Col lege of Nurs ing, stu dents must meet the re quire -
ments spec i fied below.
1. The application pro cess re quires two steps:

a. Ap pli cants must ap ply to Mich i gan State Uni ver sity. The 
Uni ver s i ty ap pl i  ca t ion is avai l  able on l ine at
http://grad.msu.edu/ap ply. An ap pli ca tion fee ap plies.

b. Ap pli cants must con cur rently ap ply sep a rately to the
Col lege of Nurs ing. There is no fee to ap ply to the Col -
lege of Nurs ing. The ap pli ca tion pro cess re quires an of -
fi cial tran script from each col lege, uni ver sity, and school 
at tended, cov er ing all ac a demic work com pleted to
date, and must be sent di rectly to the Col lege of Nurs -
ing, Of fice of Stu dent Sup port Ser vices, 1355 Bogue
Street, Room C120, East Lan sing, MI 48824.

2. An es say is re quired as part of the ap pli ca tion which ad -
dresses the fol low ing:
a. A con cise ac a demic state ment of your goals for doc toral 

study, your pro fes sional ex pe ri ences and ca reer goals,
and how the MSU Col lege of Nurs ing Doc tor of Nurs ing
Prac tice pro gram will sup port you in meet ing your ca -
reer and ed u ca tional ob jec tives.

b. A per sonal state ment about how your back ground and
life ex pe ri ences in clud ing so cial, eco nomic, cul tural, fa -
mil ial, ed u ca tional, or other op por tu ni ties or chal lenges
mo ti vated your de ci sion to pur sue a Doc tor of Nurs ing
Prac tice de gree.

c. Description of your vi sion of the role of the nurs ing
leader,  giving an ex am ple of a pro fes sional sit u a tion in
which you as sumed lead er ship.

d. What qual i ties do you pos sess that will fa cil i tate your
abil ity to bal ance the chal lenges pre sented by doc toral
ed u ca tion?

3. Three let ters of rec om men da tion. The ref er ence let ters must 
be from sources that have di rect knowl edge of the ap pli -
cant’s work and ed u ca tional ex pe ri ence spec i fy ing the ap pli -
cant’s abil ity to do grad u ate work. As a gen eral guide line,
in di vid u als who un der stand the de mand and rigor of grad u -
ate nurs ing ed u ca tion should com plete let ters of rec om men -
da tion. At least one rec om men da tion should be com pleted
by a nurse hold ing mas ter’s or doc toral credentials.

4. A pro fes sional re sume doc u menting years of clin i cal work
and ed u ca tional ex pe ri ences. At least one year of full-time
pro fes sional ex pe ri ence as a reg is tered nurse is re quired.

5. Evidence of an un re stricted cur rent li cense as a reg is tered
nurse in the ap pli cant’s state or coun try.

6. Ap proved grad u ate-level sta tis tics, re search meth ods and
health pol icy courses of at least 3 se mes ter cred its, each. 
Each must have been suc cess fully com pleted at an ac cred -
ited col lege or uni ver sity with a grade of at least a 3.0 on a 4.0
scale. The sta tis tics course must have been com pleted
within 5 years prior to ad mis sion. The pol icy course must be
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com pleted prior to start ing NUR 963 Lead er ship II: Lead er -
ship in Com plex Healthcare Or ga ni za tions and the meth ods
course must be com pleted prior to start ing NUR 962 An a lyt i -
cal Meth ods for Ev i dence-Based Prac tice.

7. Cu mu la tive grade-point av er age of at least 3.0 (4.0 ba sis) for
the Mas ter of Sci ence in Nurs ing.

8. In ter na tional ap pli cants whose ac a demic lan guage is not
Eng lish must com plete the Test of Eng lish as a For eign Lan -
guage (TOEFL) as a con di tion for reg u lar ad mis sion to Mich i -
gan State Uni ver sity. See the In ter na tional Stu dent
Ad mis sion Min i mum Re quire ment for Reg u lar Ad mis sion
sec tion in the Grad u ate Ed u ca tion sec tion of this cat a log. All
of fi cial tran scripts must be trans lated into Eng lish by a cer ti -
fied translator.

Fol low ing ini tial screen ing, ap pli cants iden ti f ied as
well-matched with the Col lege of Nurs ing ac a demic stan dards
and pro gram fo cus will be con tacted for a re quired per sonal in ter -
view with pro gram fac ulty. Rec om men da tions for ad mis sion are
made by the fac ulty com mit tee to the Dean of the Col lege based
on the re quire ments for admission and the per sonal in ter view.

Stu dents who do not meet the re quire ments for reg u lar ad mis -
sion to the Doc tor of Nurs ing Prac tice de gree in Nurs ing Prac tice
pro gram may be ac cepted pro vi sion ally. Pro vi sion ally ad mit ted
stu dents are re quired to sat isfy de fi cien cies as spec i fied in the let -
ter of ad mis sion and will be for mally re moved from pro vi sional sta -
tus once the de fi cien cies are sat is fied. Stu dents on pro vi sional
sta tus may not prog ress in the pro gram if de fi cien cies are not sat -
is fied in the spec i fied time frame. Pro vi sional course work does
not count towards fulfillment of degree requirements.

Re quire ments for the Doc tor of Nurs ing Prac tice in
Nurs ing Prac tice De gree

CRED ITS
1. All of the fol low ing courses (36 cred its):

CAS 850 Health In for ma tics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
EPI 840 In tro duc tory Ep i de mi ol ogy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 910 Health Sta tus Out comes: The In di vid ual and Fam ily . . . 3
NUR 920 Trans la tion of Re search and Sci en tific Knowl edge

to a Com mu nity Set ting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 960 Sci en tific Foun da tions of Nurs ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 961 Lead er ship I: Or ga ni za tional Lead er ship . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 962 An a lyt i cal Meth ods for Ev i dence-Based Prac tice . . . . . . 3
NUR 963 Lead er ship II: Lead er ship in Com plex Healthcare

Or ga ni za tions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 964 DNP Practicum I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 965 DNP Practicum II. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 989 DNP Syn the sis Pro ject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

2. Com ple tion of a min i mum of 1000 su per vised clin i cal hours be tween the
mas ter’s de gree pro gram and the Doc tor of Nurs ing Prac tice de gree 
pro gram. Stu dents will en roll in NUR 990 Spe cial Prob lems to com plete
an in di vid u al ized clin i cal learn ing plan that will achieve the re main ing re -
quired hours.

Guid ance Com mit tee

Each stu dent ad mit ted to the Doc tor of Nurs ing Prac tice pro gram
will form a guid ance com mit tee with the ap proval and the as sis -
tance of the col lege. The guid ance com mit tee will con sist of at
least three mem bers. A min i mum of two will be Mich i gan State
Uni ver sity Col lege of Nurs ing grad u ate fac ulty.

Ac a demic Stan dards

A cu mu la tive grade–point av er age of 3.0 and a grade of 3.0 in
each nurs ing course is re quired.

Com pre hen sive Ex am i na tions

In lieu of a com pre hen sive ex am i na tion, stu dents will com plete 6
cred its in a syn the sis pro ject. Stu dents will be as signed a guid -
ance com mit tee who pro vides reg u lar writ ten and ver bal feed -
back on pro ject com po nents, as sists the stu dent in set ting

rea son able timelines, and leads the pro posal de fense and fi nal
pro ject pre sen ta tion ses sion.

Trans fer Cred its

Up to 25% of grad u ate course work (ex clud ing the sis cred its) may 
be trans ferred into the Doc tor ate of Nurs ing Prac tice from other
Com mis sion on Col le giate Nurs ing Ed u ca tion or Ac cred i ta tion
Com mis sion for Ed u ca tion in Nursing ac cred ited pro grams upon
ap proval of the Col lege of Nurs ing.

Time Limit

The time limit for com plet ing the de gree is six years from the be -
gin ning of the first se mes ter in which credit to ward the de gree was 
earned.

Doc tor of Phi los o phy

The Doc tor of Phi los o phy de gree pro gram with a ma jor in Nurs ing 
is de signed with a ma jor em pha sis in health sta tus and health out -
comes re search re lated to in di vid u als and fam i lies within the con -
text of com mu nity-based pri mary care. Grad u ates will con duct
and fa cil i tate re search in a va ri ety of ac a demic, clin i cal and com -
mu nity-based set tings.

Ad mis sion

In ad di tion to meet ing the re quire ments of the uni ver sity as de -
scribed in the Grad u ate Ed u ca tion sec tion of this cat a log, stu -
dents must meet the re quire ments spec i fied be low.
1) A min i mum cu mu la tive grade-point av er age of at least 3.0 for 

all pre vi ous ac a demic work.
2) Com pet i tive scores on the Grad u ate Re cord Ex am i na tion

Ver bal, Quan ti ta tive, and An a lytic sec tions com pleted within
last five years.

3) Bach e lor's or mas ter’s de gree in nurs ing. Ad mis sion to the
pro gram with out a mas ter's de gree in nurs ing may re quire
ad di tional course work as spec i fied by the Col lege of Nurs -
ing.

4) Three let ters of rec om men da tion on of fi cial let ter head sta tio -
nery from ac a demic or em ploy ment sources that are knowl -
edge able about your po ten tial for doc toral study and
re search in nurs ing.

5) Writ ten state ment that ad dresses your area of re search in -
ter est, pro gram goals and ca reer goals, and how the Mich i -
gan State Uni ver sity Col lege of Nurs ing pro gram and fac ulty
fit those re search in ter est and goals.

6) Com ple tion of an un der grad u ate or grad u ate-level sta tis tics
course with a grade of B (3.0) or better within the past five
years.

7) In ter na tional ap pli cants whose ac a demic lan guage in not
Eng lish must com plete the Test of Eng lish as a For eign Lan -
guage (TOEFL) as a con di tion for reg u lar ad mis sion to Mich -
i gan State Uni ver sity. See the In ter na tional Stu dent
Ad mis sion Min i mum Re quire ment for Reg u lar Ad mis sion
sec tion in the Grad u ate Ed u ca tion sec tion of this cat a log. All
of fi cial tran scripts must be trans lated into Eng lish by a cer ti -
fied trans la tor.

Ap pli cants with com pleted ma te ri als are re viewed by a fac ulty
com mit tee. Ap pli cants iden ti fied as well-matched with the Col -
lege of Nurs ing ac a demic stan dards and pro gram fo cus will be
con tacted for a re quired per sonal in ter view with rep re sen ta tives
from the doc toral pro gram fac ulty. Rec om men da tions for ad mis -
sion are made by the fac ulty com mit tee to the Di rec tor of the Doc -
toral Pro gram and the Dean of the Col lege based on the
re quire ments for ad mis sion and the per sonal in ter view.
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Stu dents who do not meet the re quire ments for reg u lar ad mis -
sion to the Doc tor of Phi los o phy de gree in Nurs ing pro gram may
be ac cepted pro vi sion ally. Pro vi sion ally ad mit ted stu dents are re -
quired to sat isfy de fi cien cies as spec i fied in the let ter of ad mis sion 
and will be for mally re moved from pro vi sional sta tus once the de fi -
cien cies are sat is fied. Stu dents on pro vi sional sta tus may not
prog ress in the pro gram if de fi cien cies are not sat is fied in the
spec i fied time frame. Pro vi sional course work does not count to -
wards ful fill ment of de gree re quire ments.

Re quire ments for the Doc tor of Phi los o phy De gree in
Nurs ing

In ad di tion to meet ing the uni ver sity re quire ments for the Doc tor
of Phi los o phy de gree, stu dents will com plete a pro gram of re -
quired and se lected courses. Re quired courses guide the stu dent
in the prin ci ples and meth ods of re search for the eval u a tion and
test ing of cur rent and de vel op ing the o ries rel e vant to nurs ing.
Courses in the se lected area of fo cus of fer op por tu nity for stu -
dents to build upon their ed u ca tional and ex pe ri en tial back -
grounds to de velop greater depth of knowl edge in their re search
area. Stu dents will be in volved in a com mu nity health care site to
gain an in-depth un der stand ing of the dy nam ics in the trans la tion
of sci en tific knowl edge to the prac tice set ting. Stu dents will also
be re quired to par tic i pate in a re search team to gain ex pe ri ence in
the con duct of nurs ing re search.

CRED ITS
Course Re quire ments:
1. All of the fol low ing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 to 59

CEP 920 Con struc tion of Psycheducational In stru ments . . . . . . . . 3
CEP 921 Psychometric The ory I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
CEP 933 Quan ti ta tive Meth ods in Ed u ca tional Re search II . . . . . . 3
NUR 901 Knowl edge De vel op ment in Nurs ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

NUR 910 Health Sta tus Out comes: The In di vid ual and Fam ily . . . 3
NUR 911 Health Sta tus Out comes:  Com mu nity/Pri mary

Care . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 920 Trans la tion of Re search and Sci en tific Knowl edge

 to a Com mu nity Set ting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 930 Meth ods in Clin i cal Re search . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 940 Re search Practicum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 to 6
NUR 950 Nurs ing Re search Sem i nar I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
NUR 951 Nurs ing Re search Sem i nar II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
NUR 960 Sci en tific Foun da tions of Nurs ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
NUR 999 Doc toral Dis ser ta tion Re search . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

2. A min i mum of 6 cred its in ad vanced re search meth od ol ogy and
anal y sis, as ap proved by the stu dent's guid ance com mit tee . . . . . . . . . 6

3. At least one course in area of fo cus, as ap proved by com mit tee . . . . . . 9

Trans fer Cred its

Up to 45% (22 se mes ter cred its) of grad u ate course work (ex clud -
ing dis ser ta tion cred its) may be trans ferred into the Doc tor of Phi -
los o phy in Nurs ing pro gram from other ac cred ited in sti tu tions
upon the ap proval of the Col lege of Nurs ing.

Trans fer of course cred its from other ac cred ited in sti tu tions
must be com pleted through the fol low ing pro ce dure:
1. Course cred its for trans fer must be part of the stu dent’s pro -

gram plan and must be ap proved by the stu dent’s guid ance
com mit tee and the di rec tor of the doc toral pro gram. The stu -
dent is re spon si ble for re quest ing that an of fi cial tran script of
the grade(s) for course work com pleted at an other in sti tu tion
be sent to the Di rec tor of the Doc toral Pro gram in the Col lege 
of Nurs ing.

2. When re quest ing credit for trans fer courses com pleted with -
out prior ap proval, stu dents must sub mit the course syl labi
and an of fi cial tran script for re view and ap proval by the stu -
dent’s guid ance com mit tee and the di rec tor of the doc toral
pro gram.
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