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Objectives

Understand

Understand the 
goals and vision of 
the Center for 
Maternal Health 
Equity

Describe

Describe Birth 
Equity

Identify

Identify strategies to 
address birth equity



Morehouse School of Medicine 
Center for Maternal Health Equity



Mission and Vision

MISSION: TO PURSUE EQUITY IN MATERNAL 
HEALTH BY REDUCING MATERNAL MORBIDITY 
AND MORTALITY LOCALLY, NATIONALLY, AND 

GLOBALLY

VISION: TO END HEALTH INEQUITIES IN 
WOMEN’S HEALTH ACROSS THE LIFESPAN. 



Center for Maternal Health 
Equity Translational Research

Development and Testing of Interventions 
Research

Capacity Building and Technical Assistance
Information Resource Hub
Advocacy and Policy

Community

Team-Based Training
Train the Trainer
Interprofessional Training 

Training





Our 
Efforts

Telehealth 
Services

Support and 
Encourage 
Efforts to 

Combating the 
Georgia Obesity 

Epidemic

OB Patient 
Navigation

Continued Research 
on Racial Disparities, 
Social Determinants 

of Health, as it 
Relates to Maternal 

Morbidity and 
Mortality

Expand 
Telemedicine 
for Specialty 

Services

Support Public 
Health 

Awareness 
Campaigns 
Focused on 

Women’s Health

Preconception 
Health 

Counseling



Birth Equity

• What?
• Why?
• Who?
• When?
• Where?
• How?



WHAT DO WE KNOW?



Maternal Mortality in Georgia

Ranked 48th in Country

Black women are 2.7x more likely to 
die of causes related to pregnancy

70% were preventable

69% Medicaid 

https://dph.georgia.gov/maternal-mortality; 

https://dph.georgia.gov/maternal-mortality


Leading Causes of Pregnancy-Related 
Deaths, Georgia, 2015-2017
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		Cardiovascular and Coronary Conditions

		Cardiomyopathy

		Hemorrhage

		Infection

		Cerebrovascular Accidents



Cause of Death
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Sheet1

				Cause of Death

		Cardiovascular and Coronary Conditions		18

		Cardiomyopathy		15

		Hemorrhage		15

		Infection		8

		Cerebrovascular Accidents		7









For every maternal 
death, 100 women 
experience severe 

maternal morbidity



WHY SHOULD WE CARE?



“I woke up 10 days later”



“Help, Help me”



WHO SHOULD WE FOCUS ON?





Improving maternal health outcomes – particularly among 
Black women – should be a priority





WHAT IS BIRTH EQUITY?



Birth Equity

• “Birth Equity is the assurance of 
the conditions of optimal births 
for all people with a willingness 
to address racial and social 
inequities in a sustained effort”
– Joia Adele Crear-Perry, MD, 

Founder and President of the 
National Birth Equity 
Collaborative



Determinants of Maternal Health Inequities

Historical

Slavery Jim Crow

Redlining

Social and Structural



HOW DO WE DO THIS WORK?



Narrative Medicine 
“Near Miss” Study

Funded by State and Optum
Survey and Qualitative Interviews

N=120
Community Partners:

Reaching Our Sisters Everywhere, Inc.
Ladies of Hope Ministries, Inc.







Amplifying Mother’s 
Voices: Person-Centered 
Research



WHERE CAN WE MAXIMIZE OPPORTUNITIES?



Community



Policy & Advocacy



Maternal Mortality Stakeholder Group



“If you want to go quickly, go alone. If you want to 
go far, go together.” – African Proverb



WHEN?



Now: DEMAND JUSTICE
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