


Sample Memo
Temporary Pause on Graduate Admissions for Academic Year 2026–27
To: Office of Accreditation, Assessment, Curriculum, and Compliance; Office of Admissions; The Graduate School
From: [Insert Name], College of Human Sciences
Date: [Insert Date]
Re: Graduate Admissions Pause for AY 2026–27
The College of Human Sciences will pause admissions to general fund–supported graduate programs for the 2026–27 academic year, resuming recruitment in AY 2027–28. This strategic measure supports long-term fiscal stability while maintaining our commitment to graduate education, current students, and MSU’s mission.
Persistent financial challenges have resulted in a [Insert Number] structural deficit. A university-wide 9% budget reduction over FY26–FY27 further compounds this. In response, the College has developed an [Insert Number] deficit recovery plan for FY27–FY28.
The admissions pause is expected to save up to [Insert Number], helping preserve funding for current students and faculty, maintain instructional quality, and reimagine graduate programs for future sustainability. This is not a program elimination but a temporary step to strengthen offerings.
Department(s) pausing admissions include:
· Anthropology: Archaeology graduate program (M.S.)
· 
Externally funded or revenue-generating programs may continue admitting students for AY26–27. The College will work with program directors and The Graduate School to ensure consistent communication and maintain momentum for a strong relaunch.
We remain committed to transparency and collaboration with AACC, Admissions, and The Graduate School. This pause positions the College for a fiscally sound and academically strong future.



