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Present: K. Guskiewicz, L. McIntyre, T. Cuellar, J. Aerni-Flessner, J. Lipton, J. St. Charles, E. Gardner, K. Kim, D. Bello-DeOcampo, M. Mechtel, J. McElroy, K. Douglas, R. Shillair (sub for T. Smith), J. DeFeo, R. Barnard, G. Lucas, N. Heilman, P. Kothari
Absent: M. Hanes
A regular meeting of the Steering Committee was held on September 1, 2026 at 3:15 PM via Zoom with Chair Aerni-Flessner presiding. The agenda was approved as presented. The minutes of the March 31, 2026 meeting were approved as presented. The minutes of the July 7, 2026 special meeting were approved as presented.  
Remarks
Chairperson Aerni-Flessner provided remarks to the Steering Committee. 
Committee Reports
Verbal reports from standing committees were provided to the Steering Committee. 
Academic Unit Declaration Process Update
Assistant Provost Kara Yermak provided an update on how Bylaw 2.1.1 is being interpreted and how administrative units are classified for academic governance. She said that a working group looked at university bylaws, policies, and practices to create clear criteria for telling academic units apart from academic support units. Academic units are those that directly handle or oversee teaching, research, scholarship, creative work, or other academic activities. Academic support units mainly help other units do their work. Each unit will be looked at as a whole, and no single feature will decide its status. The Provost will send out a memo explaining the interpretation, review and classify the units, put the decisions into effect, and think about possible bylaw changes.



 
One Team One Health
Provost McIntyre provided an overview of what is to come with respect to One Team One Health, including on three specific topics: (1) One Health Research Network, (2) MSU Medicine, and (3) College of Health Sciences. After discussion, One Health Research Network and MSU Medicine were steered to Faculty Senate and University Council to be discussed at the September meeting, while the College of Health Sciences item was tabled to the next Steering Committee meeting in October. 
Standing University Committee on General Education
Assistant Provost Stacia Moroski-Rigney gave a presentation regarding her proposal to create a new university-level standing committee for General Education. A couple of members asked whether the standing committee was necessary, with it ultimately being determined that the proposal would be steered to Faculty Senate. 
Secretary of Education Letter Resolution
At-Large Member Gardner put forward a resolution opposing new guidance promulgated by the Secretary of Education regarding grants and federal funding for universities. The resolution was then steered to the Faculty Senate.  
Develop Faculty Senate and University Council Agendas
Faculty Senate
1.  Approval of the Agenda for September 15, 2026
2. Approval of the Draft Minutes for April 14, 2026
3. Remarks
3.1 	President Kevin M. Guskiewicz, Ph.D.
3.2 	Chairperson John Aerni-Flessner
4. Returning Business
5. New Business 
5.1 	One Health Research Network 
Dr. Shashank Priya
5.2	MSU Medicine
Dean Joyce deJong (Osteopathic Medicine), and Interim Dean Supratik Rayamajhi.  
5.3 Standing University Committee on General Education
Assistant Provost Stacia Moroski-Rigney
5.4	Secretary of Education Letter Resolution
 	At-Large Member Liz Gardner
6. Comments from the Floor

University Council
1. Approval of the Agenda for September 22, 2026
2. Approval of the Draft Minutes for April 21, 2026
3. Remarks
3.1. President Kevin M. Guskiewicz, Ph.D.
3.2. Chairperson John Aerni-Flessner
4. Returning Business
5. New Business
5.1. Bylaw Change University Committee on Curriculum Vote
     UCAG Chair Diana Bello-DeOcampo 
5.2. MSU Medicine
Dean Joyce deJong (Osteopathic Medicine), and Interim Dean Supratik Rayamajhi.    
5.3. Associated Students of Michigan State University Update
     President Maddie Hanes
6. Comments from the Floor




Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 5:01 PM. 
 
_______________________	 
Teresa Cuellar 
Approved: [month day, year] 
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