University Committee on Academic Governance 
Minutes 
October 8, 2026Faculty Senate
Draft Agenda 
March 19, 2024





​Present: Diana Bello-DeOcampo, Julia Ezzo, Monique Turner, Bobby Brathwaite, Braxton Maduka, Gabriel Wrobel, Jeno Rivera​, Nicholas Reynolds, Teresa Cuellar, Karla Palmer, Karthik Narmasivayam, Dante Dixson, Braxton Maduka, Christopher Scales, Lauren Azevedo, Li Xiao, Nicholas Heilman, Samantha Cass​, Stacia Moroski-Rigney, Carol Parker
Absent: Genevieve Lucas​ Shannon Brescheisen​, N. Bari Olivier, Orville Cayaditto, Laura Bix, Michael Lockett
A regular meeting of the University Committee on Academic Governance was held on October 8, 2026, at 3: 16 via Zoom with Chair Bello-DeOcampo presiding. The agenda was approved as presented. The minutes of the September 24, 2026, meeting were approved as presented. 

Remarks
Secretary Cuellar indicated this is her last meeting at MSU. Her team (Nick in particular) is available to assist during the transition.
Chair Bello-DeOcampo shared that Jack Lipton is stepping down as an at-large member of the Faculty Senate. Discussion on process is later. Senate sent over two items for UCAG review. One item will be tabled until the November meeting with documents shared prior to the meeting. Removal of executive vice president for health sciences from university bylaws will be discussed today.
Returning Business
No returning business.
New Business
Chair Bello-DeOcampo shared that Natoshia Cunningham was the candidate with the next highest count of votes during the last election. She asked for a vote to replace Dr. Lipton with Dr. Cunningham. 
Vice Chair Ezzo moved to accept Dr. Cunningham as the at-large faculty representative to replace Dr. Lipton.
Second from Monique Turner and Samantha Cass. 
Motion passed unanimously.
o	Bylaw Interpretation UCUE/UCC: Secretary Cuellar
Discussion on removal of executive vice president for health sciences from the bylaws. 
Braithwaite moved to remove reference of executive vice president for health sciences from the bylaws.
Second from Rivera.
Motion passed unanimously.

o	Business: K. Namasivayam and J. Ezzo
Namasivayam shared the results of his review of the bylaws for the College of Business. Vice Chair Ezzo inserted the results of her review as appropriate.
o	Calendar changes:
College of Natural Science review will be next meeting.
College of Law review will be moved to the end of the academic year.

College of Nursing will also be reviewed at the next meeting.

Comments from the floor
Location of the college bylaws – shared folder in the general folder named college bylaws 2026-2027.
Members took the opportunity to introduce themselves at the chair’s suggestion.

Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 4:01. 
 
_______________________	 

Approved: October 22, 2026
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