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	Name
	Representing
	Present
	Absent

	Neil Romanosky
	Administration
	x
	 

	Weiming Li
	Agriculture and Natural Resources
	x
	 

	Lynn Wolff (Chair)
	Arts and Letters
	x
	 

	Sydney Logsdon
	ASMSU
	 
	x

	Evan Phan
	ASMSU
	 
	x

	Bill McCarthy
	Business
	x
	 

	Anna Lin
	COGS
	 
	x

	Michael Tang
	COGS
	x
	 

	Julia Vogt
	COGS
	x
	 

	Tiffany Wahl
	Communication Arts and Sciences
	 
	x

	Samantha Lam
	Education
	 
	x

	Jeff Nanzer
	Engineering
	 
	x

	Kathleen Oberst
	Human Medicine
	x
	 

	Yasumasa Komori
	James Madison
	 
	x

	Tim Innes
	Law
	x
	 

	Susan Kendall
	Libraries
	x
	 

	Isaac Record
	Lyman Briggs
	x
	 

	Ryan Shaw
	Music
	x
	 

	Shi-You Ding
	Natural Science
	x
	 

	Patty West
	Nursing
	x
	 

	Todd Moyerbrailean
	Osteopathic Medicine
	 
	x

	Toby Altman
	RCAH
	x
	 

	Lisa Fine
	Social Science
	x
	 

	Annette O'Connor
	Veterinary Medicine
	x
	 

	Guests:
	
	
	

	Alexandra Rivera
	Associate Dean, MSU Libraries
	X
	



A regular meeting of the University Committee on the Libraries was held on March 20, 2025 at 1:00pm via teams with Lynn Wolff, Chairperson, presiding. The agenda was approved with 1 additional item. The added item was to recruit coverage for the upcoming Faculty Senate and University Council meetings. The minutes of the February 6, 2025, meeting were approved as presented.

Remarks:
MSU Libraries Update: Dean Romanosky reported on recent events. MSU Libraries are monitoring recent federal orders and activities. A recent executive order that will adversely impact public access to materials is the call for the elimination of the Institute of Museum and Library Services. This would eliminate resources such as Michigan electronic Library (MeL) and Michigan electronic Library Catalog (MeLCat). The American Library Association has published a position statement available here: https://www.ala.org/news/2025/03/ala-statement-white-house-assault-institute-museum-and-library-services. MSU Libraries are sharing advocacy points with government team at MSU. 
Submissions for faculty and staff authors to participate with a reception in the fall are being recruited. The specific date is pending. Members are encouraged to share the nomination link: https://lib.msu.edu/secure/facultyBookSuggestion. Individuals may self-nominate or submit nominations for others. 
Dean Romanosky expressed appreciation to committee members for their service this year. 

New Business:
Alex Rivera presented on updates to key documents. A slide deck was presented and is attached to these minutes. 


The Challenges to Library Materials policy was recently updated. A work group comprised of faculty and staff drafted language which was approved at multiple levels. The revision expanded the definition of library resources. 

The second document presented was a Recommitment to MSUL Strategic Plan. The original plan was created by faculty and staff. The updated and revised plan was the result of collaboration of all faculty and staff leading to a revised plan through 2027. The updated plan will be published on the website. 

April 8, 2025 Meeting Discussion – A conflict with the April 8, 2025 meeting was identified and members were asked about preferences regarding cancelling the meeting. Members agreed to cancel the upcoming April 8, 2025 meeting and today’s meeting will serve as the last meeting for the 24-25 academic year.
UCL Chair and Secretary Nominations/Voting – Chairperson Wolff reported she will be rotating off as Chair and nominations are needed for a new Chair for the 25-26 academic year. The Chair role includes working with Dean Romanosky and the Committee Secretary for monthly meetings. The Chair also attends University Council and Steering Committee meetings as the committee representative. Each meeting is held one time per month. Nominations are also welcomed for the Committee Secretary role. K. Oberst offered to continue serving as Secretary. No nominations were provided during the meeting. Dean Romanosky requested nominations by email. 
Chairperson Wolff requested coverage for the upcoming University Council and Steering Committee meetings due to a conflict. These dates and times are March 25 3:15-5 and April 22 3:15-5. She will send an email with the dates so that individuals can check their calendars.

Returning Business:
None

Comments from the Floor:
Clarification regarding the Chairperson duties at University Council and Steering Committee was provided. These include presenting the minutes from meetings and submitting semester and annual reporting.

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 1:45 pm.

_______________________	
[print name of the secretary and sign above]
Approved: September, 8, 2026
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Recent MSU Libraries Initiatives:

e Challenges to Library Resources Policy
e MSU Libraries Strategic Plan - Refresh

Alexandra (Alex) Rivera

Associate Dean for Diversity, Inclusion, and
Organizational Development
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Challenges to Library Materials Policy

Diversity Advisory Committee took the lead:
e Jodi Coalter, Life Sciences Librarian

e Dayna Topalian, Special Collections: Library Assistant Ill

“Learning, teaching, scholarship, and public service must be characterized by a
fundamental commitment to academic freedom and maintained through reasoned
discourse, intellectual honesty, mutual respect and openness to constructive criticism
and change.” Intellectual freedom is essential to the “goal of the unfettered search for
knowledge and its free exposition” (Michigan State University Faculty Handbook
54-55).

The American Library Association’s Library Bill of Rights is unequivocal in the support
of intellectual freedom. Library resources “should not be excluded because of the
origin, background, or views of those contributing to their creation” and materials and
programs “should not be proscribed or removed because of partisan or doctrinal
disapproval” (“Library Bill of Rights”).
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Policy on Challenges to Library Resources

For the purposes of this policy, “Libraries resources” is defined as any material, regardless of format, collected or presented by the
library. This definition includes physical materials, intangible works, spaces, and scholarly activities conducted by researchers at this
institution.

It is the policy of the Michigan State University Libraries that resources acquired or hosted by MSU Libraries will not be withdrawn,
removed, or ceased based solely on allegations of false, misleading, pejorative, or potentially harmful information. Contested or
opposing viewpoints are protected by the values of intellectual freedom, and older information retains value for historical research.

The Michigan State University Libraries understand that scholars may, intentionally or inadvertently, misstate facts, reach erroneous
conclusions, or make claims that may be hurtful to individuals. Where possible, our collections encompass multiple perspectives by
offering a range of works on any topic.

We provide scholarly context to controversial materials in order to minimize harm to our patrons while preserving the historical record.

We acknowledge that this work is continuous, and that library users may have objections to resources or find them controversial.

Procedure for Challenges

Specific challenges, inquiries and requests should be directed to the Dean of Libraries who may confer with others about the situation.
Our review will be guided by principles of academic freedom and principles contained in the Library Bill of Rights of the American Library
Association.
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MSU Libraries 2025 -
Recommitment to MSUL Strategic Plan

= Background

Since our Strategic Plan created in 2019, MSU and MSUL has had
important changes, including the development of MSU 2030 Strategic
Plan and a new Dean

- The updated and revised Strategic Plan will now persist into 2027

Process:

= June All-staff event: Themed: MSU Libraries Strategic Plan Mapping our
Progress

"  Where we are - A review of the Current Plan
= Breakout 1: Where we are - Current plan

= Breakout 2: Future plan - Where we are going
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Inputs

500 comments collected from event in June 2024

Initial draft comments with committees
» Executive Council, Steering, and Advisory Support Staff Committee

Open Comments Period after we presented the draft at an All staff
meeting in early February

Dean Romanosky - review and final input
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Next Steps:

« The updated Strategic Plan will be published to the website

« Synthesis Report, including all Retreat input, will be posted to intranet

 Assisting staff with aligning their goals to the plan and sharing success
stories
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