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Honors 
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2024     Outstanding Peer-Reviewed Publication, American Society of Criminology, The 
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2002 Best of BGSU Accomplished Graduate Award 

2001 Oklahoma Scholar Leadership Enrichment Program 

2001 Lilly Foundation Freshman Learning Project Fellow (IU) 

2000 Teaching Excellence Recognition Award (IU) 

1998-1999 Professor of the Year, Awarded by the C.J.G.S.A (IU) 

1999 Teaching Excellence Recognition Award (IU) 

1997 Teaching Excellence Recognition Award (IU) 

1994-95 Professor of the Year, Awarded by the C.J.G.S.A (IU) 

1990 Eliot Lumbard Award for Academic Excellence, The University at Albany 

 

Employment 

 

Michigan State University, School of Criminal Justice 

 2008-present  Professor 

 2005-2008  Associate Professor 

 

Indiana University, Department of Criminal Justice 

 1999-2005  Associate Professor  
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Research and Scholarship  

 

Open Source Databases Created 

Risk and Protective Factor Database (RPFD) (with J. Freilich, A. Ross, and N. Turner) 

U.S. Extremist Cybercrime Database (ECCD) (with T. Holt and J. Freilich) 

The American School Shooting Database (TASSS) (with J. Freilich and N. M. Connell) 

U.S. Extremist Crime Database (ECDB) (with J. Freilich) 

 

Research and Scholarship  

Citation Count: 10,333 (as of 1/1/2026) 

H-index: 55, calculated using Google Scholar 

I-index: 125, calculating using Google Scholar  

 

Journal Publications (Bold: Student at Time Submitted/Accepted) 

 

Turner, N., S. Chermak, J. Freilich, A. Ross, & D. Pal.  (forthcoming). Distinguishing violent 

and non-violent criminal extremists based on risk and protective factors,” Terrorism and 

Political Violence 

 
Scrivens, R. & S. Chermak. (Forthcoming, accepted 10/25/2025). “Understanding the Online Posting Behaviors of 

Violent and Non-Violent Right-Wing Extremists: A Research Note,” Perspectives on Terrorism.  XIX(4): 1-12.  

Klein, B., E. Greene-Colozzi, J. Freilich, & S. Chermak. (Forthcoming, accepted 10/13/2025). 

“A Comparative Study of Mass and Non-Mass School Shootings in the United States.” Journal 

of School Violence.  

Barber, A., S. Chermak, J. Freilich, & J. Gruenewald. (Forthcoming, accepted 10/1/2025). "What 

Went Wrong: A Comparison of Unsuccessful and Completed Extreme Far-Right Plots in the 

United States" Crime & Delinquency. 

Vergani, M., S. Chermak, J. Freilich, B. Parry, R. Scrivens, J. Betts, & R. Link. (Forthcoming, 

accepted 9/1/2025). “Approaches to defining the hate element of a behavior: A data-driven 

typology. Crime & Delinquency.   

 

Klein, B. R., Schnell, C., Chermak, S. M., & Freilich, J. D. (2025). Examining the effects of 

firearm lethality and aggressors’ intentions to kill on injurious firearm violence at American 

schools: A research note. Criminology. 

 

Das, S., Freilich, J. D., & Chermak, S. M. (2025). Nonviolent Criminal Radicalization in the 

Community: Understanding Identity Factors Shaping Far-Right Extremism. Studies in Conflict & 

Terrorism, 1-34. 

Hayes, B. E., Gruenewald, J., Werth, K. A., & Chermak, S. (2025). Bias-Motivated Violence and 

the Likelihood of Fatal Outcomes: A Criminal Event Perspective and Mixed-Method Approach. 

Justice Quarterly, 1-21 
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Sanders, K., Chermak, S. M., Freilich, J. D., & Klein, B. R. (2025). School shootings and 

suicide: A comparison of school shooters who die by suicide and non-suicide school shooters. 

Crime & Delinquency, 71(10), 3362-3390. 

 

Holt, T. J., Chermak, S., Freilich, J. D., Turner, N. D., & Greene-Colozzi, E. (2025). An 

assessment of the harms associated with ideologically motivated cyberattacks. Crime & 

Delinquency, 71(3), 624-655. 

Chermak, S., J. Freilich, E. Greene-Colozzi, and B. Klein.  2025.  The Use of Open-Source Data 

in Criminology and Criminal Justice Research. Annual Review of Criminology, 8. 

 

Vergani, M., B. Perry, J. Freilich, S. Chermak, R. Scrivens, R. Link, D. Kleinsman, J. Betts, and 

M. Iqbal.  2024.  Mapping the Scientific Knowledge and Approaches to Defining and Measuring 

Hate Crime, Hate Speech, and Hate Incidents: A Systematic Review. Campbell Systematic 

Reviews, 20(2), e1397, https://doi.org/10.1002/cl2.1397 
 

Wojciechowski, T. W., R. Scrivens, J. D. Freilich, S. M. Chermak, and R. Frank.  2024.  Testing 

a Probabilistic Model of Desistance from Online posting in a Right-Wing Extremist Forum: 

Distinguishing Between Violent and Non-Violent Users. International Journal of Comparative 

and Applied Criminal Justice, 1-20. 

 

Chermak, S., M. DeMichele, J. Gruenewald, M. Jensen, R. Lewis, and B. E. Lopez.  2024.  What 

Research Tells Us About Domestic Terrorism. National Institute of Justice Journal, January. 

 

Scrivens, R., S. Chermak, J. Freilich, and R. Frank.  2024.  Data Collection in Online Terrorism 

and Extremism Research: Strengths, Limitations, and Future Directions. Studies in Conflict and 

Terrorism, 1-23. 

 

Freilich, J. D., S. M. Chermak, R. A. Arietti, and N. D. Turner.  2024. Terrorism, Political 

Extremism, and Crime and Criminal Justice. Annual Review of Criminology, 7(1): 187-209. 

 

van Baak, C., B. E. Hayes, J. D. Freilich, and S. M. Chermak.  2024.  Honor Killings in the 

United States From 1990 to 2021: Primary Victims and Corollary Victims. Crime & 

Delinquency, 70 (8): 2043-2072. 

 

Holt, T. J., M. Griffith, N. Turner, E. Greene‐Colozzi, S. Chermak, and J. D. Freilich.  2023.  

Assessing Nation‐State‐Sponsored Cyberattacks Using Aspects of Situational Crime Prevention. 

Criminology & Public Policy, 22(4): 825-848. 

 

Gaudette, T., E. S. Petrie, S. M. Cherma, and J. D. Freilich.  2023.  Media Coverage of School 

Shootings: A Distortion Analysis of Incident and Perpetrator Characteristics. Crime & 

Delinquency, 00111287231211263. 
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Moskalenko, S., J. D. Freilich, S. Chermak, J. Gruenewald, and C. McCauley.  2023.  Growth 

Opportunities in American and British Terrorism Research. Dynamics of Asymmetric Conflict, 

16(1), 44-69. 

 

Scrivens, R., A. I. Osuna, S. M. Chermak, M. A. Whitney, and R. Frank.  2023.  Examining 

Online Indicators of Extremism in Violent Right-Wing Extremist Forums. Studies in Conflict 

and Terrorism, 46(11), 2149-2173. 

 

Holt, T. J., S. M. Chermak, J. D. Freilich, N. Turner, and E. Greene-Colozzi.  2022.  Assessing 

Racial and Ethnically Motivated Extremist Cyberattacks Using Open Source Data. Terrorism 

and Political Violence, 1-14. 

 

Helm, B., R. Scrivens, T. J. Holt, S. Chermak, and R. Frank.  2022.  Examining Incel Subculture 

on Reddit. Journal of Crime and Justice, 1-19. 

 

Scrivens, R., T. W. Wojciechowski, J. D. Freilich, S. M. Chermak, and R. Frank.  2022.  

Differentiating Online Posting Behaviors of Violent and Nonviolent Right-Wing Extremists. 

Criminal Justice Policy Review, 33(9), 943-965. 

Vergani, M., B. Perry, J. Freilich, S. Chermak, R. Scrivens, and R. Link.  2022.  PROTOCOL: 

Mapping the Scientific Knowledge and Approaches to Defining and Measuring Hate Crime, 

Hate Speech, and Hate Incidents. Campbell Systematic Reviews, 18(2), e1228. 

 

Holt, T. J., J. R. Lee, J. D. Freilich, S. M. Chermak, J. M. Bauer, R. Shillair, and A. Ross.  2022.  

An Exploratory Analysis of the Characteristics of Ideologically Motivated Cyberattacks. 

Terrorism and Political Violence, 34(7), 1305-1320. 

 

Holt, T. J., S. M. Chermak, J. D. Freilich, N. Turner, and E. Greene-Colozzi.  2022.  

Introducing and Exploring the Extremist Cybercrime Database (ECCD). Crime & Delinquency, 

69(12): 2411-2436. 

 

Turner, N., S. Chermak, and J. Freilich.  2022.  An Empirical Examination on the Severity of 

Lone-Actor Terrorist Attacks.  Crime and Delinquency, 69(5): 915-942. 

 

Holt, T., J. Freilich, S. Chermak, and N. Turner.  2022.  Examining the Characteristics That 

Differentiate Jihadi-Associated Cyberattacks Using Routine Activities Theory.  Social Science 

Computer Review, 40(6): 1614-1630. 

 

Freilich, J. D., S. M. Chermak, N. M. Connell, B. R. Klein, and E. Greene-Colozzi.  2022. 

Using Open-Source Data to Better Understand and Respond to American School Shootings: 

Introducing and Exploring The American School Shooting Study (TASSS). Journal of School 

Violence, 21(2): 93-118. 

 

Vergani, M., D. Goodhardt, R. Link, A. Adamczy, J. D. Freilich, and S. Chermak.  2022.  When 

and How Does Anti-Semitism Occur? The Different Trigger Mechanisms Associated with 

Different Types of Criminal and Non-Criminal Hate Incidents. Deviant Behavior, 43(9): 1135-

1152. 
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Scrivens, R., T. W. Wojciechowski, J. D. Freilich, S. M. Chermak, and R. Frank.  2023.  

Comparing the Online Posting Behaviors of Violent and Non-Violent Right-Wing Extremists.  

Terrorism and Political Violence, 35(1): 192-209. 

 

Holt, T., J. Freilich, and S. Chermak.  2022.  Examining the Online Expression of Ideology 

among Far Right Forum Users. Terrorism and Political Violence, 34(2): 364-384. 

 

Abel, M., S. Chermak, and J. Freilich.  2021.  Pre-Attack Warning Behaviors of Twenty 

Adolescent School Shooters: A Case Study Analysis. Crime & Delinquency, 1-28. 

 

Vergani, M., C. Navarro, J. Freilich, and S. Chermak.  2021.  Comparing Different Sources of 

Data to Examine Trends of Hate Crime in Absence. American Journal of Criminal Justice, 

46(3): 445-460. 

 

Holt, T. J., J. R. Lee, J. D. Freilich, S. M. Chermak, J. M. Bauer, R. Shillair, and A. Ross.  2021.  

An Exploratory Analysis of the Characteristics of Ideologically Motivated Cyberattacks.  

Terrorism and Political Violence, 34(7): 1305-1320. 

Scrivens, R., G. Burress, J. Freilich, S. Chermak, and R. Frank.  2021.  Triggered by Defeat or 

Victory? Assessing the Impact of Presidential Election Results on Extreme Right-Wing 

Mobilization Online.  Deviant Behavior, 42(5): 630-645. 

 

Holt, T. J., M. Stonehouse, J. D. Freilich, and S. M. Chermak.  2021.  Examining Ideologically 

Motivated Cyberattacks Performed by Far-Left Groups. Terrorism and Political Violence, 33(3): 

527-548 

 

Mills, C.E., J. D. Freilich, S. M. Chermak, T. J. Holt, and G. LaFree.  2021.  Social Learning and 

Social Control in the Off- and Online Pathways to Hate Crime and Terrorist Violence. Studies in 

Conflict and Terrorism, 44(9): 701-729. 

 

Morgan, S., and S. Chermak.  2020.  In the Shadows:  A Content Analysis of the Media’s 

Portrayal of Gender in Far-Right, Far-Left, and Jihadist Terrorists. Deviant Behavior, 42(8): 933-

949. 

 

Freilich, J., S. Chermak, and B. Klein.  2020.  Investigating the Applicability of Situational 

Crime Prevention to the Public Mass Violence Context. Criminology and Public Policy, 19(1): 

271-293. 

 

Freilich, J. D., V. Bejan, W. S. Parkin, S. M. Chermak, and J. Gruenewald.  2020.  An 

Intervention Analysis of Fatal Far-Right Extremist Violence Within a Vector-Autoregressive 

Framework. Dynamics of Asymmetric Conflict, 13(2):143-171. 

 

Mitnick, Z., J. Freilich, and S. Chermak.  2020.  Post 9/11 Coverage in the New York Times.  

Justice Quarterly, 37(1): 161-185. 
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Chermak, S., and J. Wilson.  2020.  Attitudes Towards the Police in Communities with Different 

Consolidation Models. International Criminal Justice Review, 30(2): 219-234.   

 

Sullivan, B., S. Chermak, and J. Freilich. 2019.  An Examination of the American Far-Right’s 

Anti-Tax Financial Crimes. Crime Justice Reviews, 44(4): 492-514. 

 

Gruenewald, J., B. R. Klein, J. D. Freilich, and S. M. Chermak.  2019.  American Jihadi 

Terrorism: A Comparison of Homicides and Unsuccessful Plots. Terrorism and Political 

Violence, 31(3): 516-535. 

 

Freilich, J. D., W. S. Parkin, J. Gruenewald, and S. M. Chermak.  2019.  Comparing Extremist 

Perpetrators of Suicide and Non-Suicide Attacks in the United States. Terrorism and Political 

Violence, 31(5): 943-965. 

 

Klein, B., J. Gruenewald, S. Chermak, and J. Freilich.  2019.  A Mixed Method Examination of 

Law Enforcement Investigatory Strategies Used in Jihadi and Far-Right Foiled Terrorist Plots 

Before and After 9/11. Journal of Qualitative Criminal Justice & Criminology, 7: 29-58. 

 

Silva, J., C. Duran, J. Freilich, and S. Chermak.  2020.  Addressing the Myths of Terrorism in 

the United States. International Criminal Justice Review, 30(3): 302-324. 

 

Freilich, J. D., S. M. Chermak, J. Gruenewald, W. S. Parkin, and B. R. Klein. 2 019.  Patterns of 

Fatal Extreme-Right Crime in the United States. Perspectives on Terrorism, 12(6): 38-51.   

 

Gruenewald, J., B. Klein, W. Parkin, J. Freilich, and S. Chermak. 2019.  A Situated Comparison 

of Suicide and Non-Suicide Terrorist Plots and Homicides in the United States, 1990-2014. 

Crime & Delinquency, 65(9): 1187-1217. 

 

Dillon, L., B. Hayes, J. Freilich, and S. Chermak.  2019.  Gender Differences in Worry About a 

Terrorist Attack: A Cross-National Examination of National and Individual-Level Factors. 

Women & Criminal Justice, 29(4/5): 221-241.    

 

Gruenewald, J., B. Klein, S. Chermak, and J. Freilich. 2019.  American Jihadi Terrorism:  A 

Comparison of Homicides and Unsuccessful Plots. Terrorism and Political Violence, 31(3): 515-

535. 

 

Holt, T.J., J. D. Freilich, S. M. Chermak, C. E. Mills and J. Silva.  2019.  Loners, Colleagues or 

Peers? Assessing the Social Organization of Radicalization. American Journal of Criminal 

Justice, 44: 83-105.   

 

Cohen, S., T. Holt, S. Chermak, and J. Freilich.  2018.  Invisible Empire of Hate: Gender 

Differences in the Ku Klux Klan’s Online Justification for Violence. Violence and Gender, 5(4): 

209-225. 
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Holt, T., J. Freilich, S. Chermak, and G. LaFree.  2018.  Examining the Utility of Social Control 

and Social Learning in the Radicalization of Violent and Non-Violent Extremists. Dynamics of 

Asymmetric Conflict, 11(3): 125-148. 

 

Chermak, S., and J. Wilson.  2020.  Attitudes Towards the Police in Communities with Different 

Consolidation Models. International Criminal Justice Review, 30(2): 219-234. 

 

Henry, T. K., B. Hayes, J. Freilich, and S. Chermak.  2018.  Comparison of Honor Killings to 

Anti-LGBTQ Homicides. Journal of Aggression, Conflict, and Peace Research, 10(4): 272-282. 

 

Hayes, B., C. Mills, J. Freilich, and S. Chermak.  2018.  Are Honor Killings Unique? A 

Comparison of Honor Killings, Domestic Violence Homicides and Hate Homicides by Far Right 

Extremists. Homicide Studies, 1-22. 

 

Suttmoeller, M. J., S. M. Chermak, and J. D. Freilich.  2018.  Is More Violent Better? The 

Impact of Group Participation in Violence on Group Longevity for Far-Right Extremist Groups. 

Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 41(5): 365-387. 

 

Holt, T., J. D. Freilich, and S. M. Chermak.  2017.  Exploring the Subculture of Ideologically-

Motivated Cyber-Attackers. Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice, 33(3): 212-233. 

 *Reprinted in 2019, Introduction to Criminology: A Text/Reader. 

 

van Baak, C., B. Hayes, J. Freilich, and S. Chermak.  2017.  Honor Crimes in the United States 

and Offenders' Neutralization Techniques. Deviant Behavior, 39(2): 187-202.   

 

de Bie, J.L. C. J. de Poot, J. D. Freilich and S. M. Chermak.  2017.  The Changing Nature of 

Jihadist Networks: A Comparative Study into the Organizational Characteristics of Jihadist 

Networks in the Netherlands Between 2001 and 2013. Social Networks, 48: 270-283.   

 

Carter, J., D. Carter, S. Chermak and E. McGarrell.  2017.  Law Enforcement Fusion Centers:  

Cultivating an Information Sharing Environment While Safeguarding Privacy. Journal of Police 

and Criminal Psychology, 32(1): 11-27.   

 

Holt, T., J. D. Freilich, and S. Chermak.  2017.  Internet Based Radicalization as Enculturation to 

Violent Deviance Subcultures.  Deviant Behavior, 38(8): 855-869. 

 

Asal, V., S. George, S. Chermak, and J. Freilich.  2016.  Organizational Level Characteristics in 

United States Right Wing Extremist Groups Over Time.  Criminal Justice Review, 1-17. 

 

Gruenewald, J., K. M. G. Dooley, M. J. Suttmoeller, S. M. Chermak, and J. D. Freilich.  2016.  

A Mixed-Method Analysis of Fatal Attacks on Law Enforcement by Far-Right Extremists. 

Police Quarterly, 19(2): 216-245. 

 

Mills, C., J. D. Freilich, and S. M. Chermak.  2016.  Extreme Hatred:  Revisiting the Hate Crime 

and Terrorism Relationship to Determine Whether they are “Close Cousins” or “Distant 

Relatives. Crime & Delinquency, 1-33. 
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Kerodal, A., J. D. Freilich, and S. M. Chermak.  2016.  Commitment to Extremist Ideology: 

Using Factor Analysis to Move Beyond Binary Measures of Extremism. Studies in Conflict and 

Terrorism, 39(7-8): 687-711.  

 

Suttmoeller, M., S. M. Chermak, and J. D. Freilich.  2016.  Only the Bad Die Young: The 

Correlates of Organizational Death for Far Right Extremist Groups. Studies in Conflict and 

Terrorism, 39(6): 477-499. 

 

Hayes, B., J. D. Freilich, and S. M. Chermak.  2016.  An Exploratory Study of Honor Crimes in 

the United States. Journal of Family Violence, 1-12. 

 

Suttmoeller, M., S. M. Chermak, and J. D. Freilich.  2015.  The Influence of External and 

Internal Correlates on the Organizational Death of Domestic Right-Wing Extremist Groups.  

Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 38(9): 734-758. 

 

Belli, R., J. D. Freilich, and S. M. Chermak.  2015. Exploring the Crime-Terror Nexus in the 

United States: A Social Network Analysis of a Hezbollah Network Involved in Trade Diversion. 

Dynamics of Asymmetric Conflict, 8(3): 263-281.  

 

Holt, T., J. D. Freilich, S. M. Chermak, and C. McCauley.  2015.  Political Radicalization on the 

Internet:  Extremist Content, Government Control, and the Power of Victim and Jihad Videos. 

Dynamics of Asymmetric Conflict, 8(2): 107-120. 

 

Freilich, J. D., A. Adamczyk, S. M. Chermak, K. Boyd, and W. S. Parkin.  2015.  

Disorganization, Diversity and Deadly Far-Right Ideological Violence: A County Level 

Analysis. Journal of Quantitative Criminology, 31(3): 383-411.   

 

Parkin, W., J. Freilich, and S. M. Chermak.  2015.  Tea Party Mobilization and Power 

Devaluation.  Sociological Spectrum, 35(4): 329-348.     

 

Chermak, S. M., and J. Gruenewald.  2015.  Laying the Foundation for the Criminological 

Examination of Right-Wing, Left-Wing, and Al Qaeda Inspired Extremism in the United States. 

Terrorism and Political Violence, 27(1): 133-159.   

 

Parkin, W. S., J. D. Freilich, and S. M. Chermak.  2015.  Ideological Victimization: Homicides 

Perpetrated by Far-Right Extremists. Homicide Studies, 19(3): 211-236.   

 

Freilich, J. D., S. M. Chermak, and J. Gruenewald.  2015.  The Future of Terrorism Research: A 

Review Essay. International Journal of Comparative and Applied Criminal Justice, 39(4): 353-

369.  

 

Kerodal, A., J. D. Freilich, S. M. Chermak, and M. Suttmoeller.  2014.  A Test of Sprinzak’s 

Split Delegitization’s Theory of the Life Course of Far-Right Organizational Behavior. 

International Journal of Comparative and Applied Criminal Justice, 39(3): 1-23. 
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Sullivan, B., S. M. Chermak, J. M. Wilson, and J. D. Freilich.  2014.  The Nexus Between 

Terrorism and Product Counterfeiting in the United States. Global Crime, 15(3/4): 357-378. 

 

Adamczyk, A., J. Gruenewald, S. M. Chermak, and J. D. Freilich.  2014.  The Relationship 

Between Hate Groups and Far-Right Ideological Violence. Journal of Contemporary Criminal 

Justice, 30(3): 310-332. 

 

Wilson, J., A. Weiss, and S. M. Chermak.  2014.  Contracting for Law Enforcement Services: 

Lessons from Research and Practice. Law Enforcement Executive Research Forum, 14(2): 34-45. 

 

Gonzalez, A.L., J. D. Freilich, and S. M. Chermak.  2014.  How Women Engage Homegrown 

Terrorism. Feminist Criminology, 9(4): 1-23. 

 

Chermak, S., C. Scheer, and J. Wilson.  2014.  Police Consolidation in the News Media. Police 

Quarterly, 17(2): 150-175. 

 

Freilich, J., S. Chermak, J. Gruenewald, W. Parkin, and R. Belli.  2014.  Introducing the United 

States Extremist Crime Database. Terrorism and Political Violence, 26(2): 372-384. 

 

Gruenewald, J., S. Chermak, and J. Freilich.  2013.  Lone Wolves and Far-Right Terrorism in the 

United States. Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 36(12): 1005-1024. 

 

Sullivan, B., and S. Chermak.  2013.  Product Counterfeiting and the Media: Examining News 

Sources Used in the Construction of Product Counterfeiting as a Social Problem. International 

Journal of Comparative and Applied Criminal Justice, 37(4): 295-316.   

 

Carter, J., D. Carter, and S. Chermak.  2013.  Law Enforcement Intelligence. Law Enforcement 

Executive Forum, 13(2): 1-18. 

 

Chermak, S., J. G. Carter, D. Carter, E. McGarrell, and J. Drew.  2013.  Law Enforcement’s 

Information Sharing Infrastructure: A National Assessment. Police Quarterly, 16(2): 211-244. 

 

Gruenewald, J., S. Chermak, and J. Freilich.  2013.  Distinguishing “Loner” Attacks from Other 

Domestic Extremist Violence: A Comparison of Far-Right Homicide Incident and Offender 

Characteristics. Criminology and Public Policy, 12(1): 63-91.   

 

Suttmoeller, M. J., J. Gruenewald, S. Chermak, and J. Freilich.  2013.  Killed in the Line of 

Duty: Comparing Police Homicides Committed by Far Right Extremists to All Police 

Homicides. Law Enforcement Executive Forum, 13(1): 45-64.   

 

Chermak, S., J. Freilich, and M. Suttmoeller.  2013.  The Organizational Dynamics of Far-Right 

Hate Groups in the United States: Comparing Violent to Non-Violent Organizations. Studies in 

Conflict and Terrorism, 36(3): 193-218.  
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Sullivan, B., and S. Chermak.  2012.  The Media’s Portrayal of Product Counterfeiting and 

Financial Crimes. International Journal of Comparative and Applied Criminal Justice, 36(4): 1-

22.   

 

Keppler, S., and S. Chermak.  2012.  Reintegrating Returning Police Veterans: An Examination 

of Law Enforcement Programs. Law Enforcement Executive Forum, 12(2): 16-24. 

 

Caspi, D., J. Freilich, and S. Chermak.  2012.  Worst of the Bad: Violent White Supremacist 

Groups and Lethality. Dynamics of Asymmetric Conflict, 5(1): 1-17. 

 

Chermak, S., J. Freilich, W. Parkin, and J. Lynch.  2011.  American Terrorism and Extremist 

Crime Data Sources and Selectivity Bias: An Investigation Focusing on Homicide Events 

Committed by Far-Right Extremists. Journal of Quantitative Criminology, 28: 191-218. 

 

Gruenewald, J., S. Chermak, and J. Pizzaro.  2011.  Covering Victims in the News: What 

Makes Minority Homicides Newsworthy? Justice Quarterly, 30(5): 1-29. 

 

Wilson, J., and S. Chermak.  2011.  Community-Driven Violence Reduction Programs: 

Examining Pittsburgh’s One Vision One Life. Criminology & Public Policy, 10(4): 993-1027. 

 

Sevinc, B., S. Chermak, and E. McGarrell.  2011.  The Dynamics of Terrorism in Turkey. Israel 

Studies in Criminology. 

 

Wells, W. and S. Chermak.  2011.  The Individual-Level Risk Factors for Gun Victimization in a 

Sample of Probationers. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 26(11): 2143-2164. 

 

Chermak, S., J. Freilich, and J. Simone.  2010.  Surveying American State Police Agencies 

About Lone Wolves, Far-Right Criminality, and Far-Right and Islamic Jihadist Criminal 

Collaboration. Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 33: 1-23. 

 

Justis, G., and S. M. Chermak.  2010.  Framing the Scene: Presentations of Forensics 

Programming in the News. Popular Culture, Crime, and Social Control, 14: 219-241. 

 

Freilich, J., S. Chermak, and Z. Shemtob.  2009.  Law Enforcement Training and the Domestic 
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Directed Police Patrol: Final Report on the Evaluation of the Indianapolis Police Department’s 

Directed Patrol Project (Final Report). US Department of Justice: National Institute of Justice 

(Grant #95-IJ-CX-0019). 

 

Chermak, S., and A. Weiss.  2000.  Identifying Strategies to Market the Police in the News 

(Final Report). US Department of Justice:  National Institute of Justice (Grant #96-IJ-CX-0078).   

 

Encyclopedia Articles 

 

Chermak, S.  2010.  Media Coverage of Crime Victims.  In Encyclopedia of Victimology and 

Crime Prevention. 

 

Chermak, S.  2008.  Television Images of Policing.  In Encyclopedia of Police Science (Jack 

Greene, ed.). New York: Routledge, pp. 1255-1259. 

 

Chermak, S., and J. D. Freilich.  2008.  Citizen Militias. In Encyclopedia of Social Problems, pp. 

123-124. 

 

Chermak, S., and J. Gruenewald.  2006.  Terrorist Groups, Domestic. In Encyclopedia of Law 

Enforcement (Larry Sullivan, ed.). Thousand Oaks, California: Sage Publications, pp. 453-457. 

 

Chermak, S.  2002.  Media.  In Encyclopedia of Crime and Punishment (David Levinson, ed.). 

Thousand Oaks, California: Sage Publications, pp. 1040-1044. 

 

Chermak, S.M.  2000.  Public Reaction to Crime.  In The Encyclopedia of Crime and 

Delinquency (D. Luckenbill and D. Peck, eds.). Philadelphia: Taylor & Francis, pp. 437-440. 

 

Book Reviews 
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Chermak, S.M.  2012.  Review of Second Wounds: Victims’ Rights and the Media in the U.S., by 

C.A. Rentschler. North Carolina: Duke University Press. Appeared in Theoretical Criminology. 

 

Chermak, S.M.  2008.  Review of Tabloid Justice: Criminal Justice in an Age of Media Frenzy, 

by R. L. Fox, R. W. Van Sickel, and T. L. Steige. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers. 

Appeared in Contemporary Sociology. 

 

Chermak, S. M.  2003.  Book Review of Constructing Social Problems, by M. Spector and J. I. 

Kituse. Menlo Park, CA: Cummings. Appeared in Criminal Justice Review. 

 

Chermak, S. M.  2002.  Book Review of Crime and Local Television News: Dramatic, Breaking, 

and Live from the Scene, by J. Lipschultz and M. Hilt. New York: Routledge. Appeared in 

Journal of Communication. 

 

Chermak, S. M.  1995.  Book Review of Through Jaundiced Eyes: How the Media View 

Organized Labor, by William Puette. Ithaca, NY: ILR Press. Appeared in Journal of Criminal 

Justice and Popular Culture. 

 

Research Briefs 

 

Scrivens, R., J. D. Freilich, S. M. Chermak, and R. Frank.  2024.  Data Collection in Online 

Terrorism and Extremism Research: Future Directions. Global Network on Extremism and 

Technology Insights. 

 

Scrivens, R., J. D. Freilich, S. M. Chermak, and R. Frank.  2024.  Data Collection in Online 

Terrorism and Extremism Research: Future Directions. VOX-Pol Network of Excellence Blog. 

 

Helm, B., R. Scrivens, T. J. Holt, S. M. Chermak, and R. Frank.  2022.  Examining Incel 

Subculture on Reddit. VOX-Pol Network of Excellence Blog. 

 

Scrivens, R., T. W. Wojciechowski, J. D. Freilich, S. M. Chermak, and R. Frank.  2022.  

Differentiating Online Posting Behaviors of Violent and Nonviolent Right-Wing Extremists. 

VOX-Pol Network of Excellence Blog. 

 

Helm, B., R. Scrivens, T. J. Holt, S. M. Chermak, and R. Frank.  2022.  Examining Incel 

Subculture on Reddit. Journal of Crime and Justice. Global Network on Extremism and 

Technology Insights. 

 

Scrivens, R., T. W. Wojciechowski, J. D. Freilich, S. M. Chermak, and R. Frank.  2022.  

Differentiating Online Posting Behaviors of Violent and Nonviolent Right-Wing Extremists. 

Global Network on Extremism and Technology Insights. 

 

Scrivens, R., A. I. Osuna, S. M. Chermak, M. A. Whitney, and R. Frank.  2021.  Examining 

Online Indicators of Extremism in Violent Right-Wing Extremist Forums. VOX-Pol Network of 

Excellence Blog. 
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Scrivens, R., A. I. Osuna, S. M. Chermak, M. A. Whitney, and R. Frank.  2021.  Examining 

Online Indicators of Extremism in Violent Right-Wing Extremist Forums. Global Network on 

Extremism and Technology Insights. 

 

Scrivens, R., T. W. Wojciechowski, J. D. Freilich, S. M. Chermak, and R. Frank.  2021.  

Comparing the Online Posting Behaviors of Violent and Non-Violent Right-Wing Extremists. 

VOX-Pol Network of Excellence Blog. 

 

Scrivens, R., T. W. Wojciechowski, J. D. Freilich, S. M. Chermak, and R. Frank.  2021.  

Comparing the Online Posting Behaviours of Violent and Non-Violent Right-Wing Extremists. 

Global Network on Extremism and Technology Insights. 

 

Scrivens, R., G. W. Burruss, T. J. Holt, S. M. Chermak, J. D. Freilich, and R. Frank.  2020.  

Assessing the Impact of U.S. Presidential Election Results on Extreme Right-Wing Mobilisation 

Online. Global Network on Extremism and Technology Insights. 

 

Scrivens, R., G. W. Burruss, T. J. Holt, S. M. Chermak, J. D. Freilich, and R. Frank.  2020.  

Triggered by Defeat or Victory? Assessing the Impact of Presidential Election Results on 

Extreme Right-Wing Mobilisation Online. VOX-Pol Network of Excellence Blog. 

 

Grants and Contracts 

 

Melde, C., D. Carson, and S. Chermak.  2022.  “Long Term Follow-up of the National 

Evaluation of Gang Resistance Education and Training and Gang Desistance Projects.” National 

Institute of Justice, May, 2021, $1,055,199. 

 

Gruenewald, J., S. Chermak, J. Freilich, and T. Holt.  2022.  “From Dotcoms to Pipe Bombs: 

Online Radicalization and Mobilization to Violence.” National Institute of Justice, May, 2021, 

$800,000. 

 

Holt, T., J. Freilich, and S. Chermak.  2021.  “Assessing the Life Histories and Background of 

Ideologically Motivated Actors Engaging in Cyberattacks and Online Violence.” National 

Counterterrorism Innovation, Technology, and Education Center (NCITE), $250,000. 

 

Ravndal, J., S. Chermak, J. Freilich, and J. Gruenewald.  2021.  “Investigating Contested 

Theories of Far-Right Terrorism.”  European Commission, SEDIA, $250,000. 

 

Ravndal, J., J. Gruenewald, J. D. Freilich and S.M. Chermak.  2021.  “Investigating Contested 

Theories on Extreme-Right Terrorism.” The Research Council of Norway, August, 2021. 

$943,000 ($8,000,000 Norwegian Kroners). 

 

Freilich, J., S. Chermak, and B. Klein.  2020.  “Investigating the Root Causes of School 

Violence: A Case Control Study of School Violent Offenders, Non-School Youth Violent 

Offenders and Non-Offending Youth.”  National Institute of Justice, April 2020, $797,000.  
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Chermak, S., A. Ross, and J. Freilich.  2020.  “Examining Radicalization’s Risk and Protective 

Factors: A Case-Control Study of Violent Extremists, Non-Criminal Extremists and Regular 

Homicide and Attempted Homicide Offenders.” National Institute of Justice, April 2020, 

$743,181. 

 

Vergani, Matteo, S. Chermak, J. Frelich, R. Scrivens, and B. Perry.  2022-2023.  Scientific 

Knowledge and Approaches to Defining and Measuring Hate Crime, Hate Speech and Hate 

Incidents.  Public Safety Canada and contracted by the Campbell Collaboration Crime and 

Justice Coordinating Group, March 2022-2023; Existing Project, additional funds added, 2022-

2023: $76,485. Overall Total: $268,485. 

 

Holt, T., S. Chermak, and J. Freilich.  2020.  “Assessing the Life Histories and Background of 

Ideologically Motivated Actors Engaging in Cyberattacks and Online Violence.” Department of 

Homeland Security via the National Counterterrorism, Innovation, Technology, and Education 

(NCITE) Center, $232,705.  

 

Freilich, J., S. Chermak, J. Gruenewald, and B. Hayes.  2020.  “Building a Hate Crime 

Database.”  City University of New York, $12,000. 

 

Chermak, S., and J. Freilich.  2019.  “Building Capacities to Explore the Link Between Hate 

Incidents and Violent Extremism in Victoria.” Victorian Government, $12,500 (IP #00451323, 

PD #41481). 

 

Holt, T., S. Chermak, and J. Freilich.  2019.  “Examining Ideologically-Motivated Cyberattacks 

to Better Secure Cyber Critical Infrastructure From Compromise.” Department of Homeland 

Security, $400,000. $248,071 (first year). 

 

Chermak, S., and A. Ross.  2019.  “Risk Assessment and Violent Terrorism.” Michigan State 

University: Discretionary Funding Initiative, $50,000. 

 

Chermak, S., and J. Freilich.  2019.  “Improvement, Updates, and Support for the TEVUS 

Portal.” Department of Homeland Security, $27,500. 

 

Chermak, S. and J. Freilich.  2018.  “Enhancing the ECDB.” Department of Homeland Security, 

$50,000.  

 

Chermak, S.  2018.  “The Role of the Media in CRV/CVE.” Public Safety Canada, $56,013. 

 

LaFree, G., J. Freilich, T. Holt, and S. Chermak.  2017.  “Social Learning and Social Control in 

the Off and Online Pathways to Hate and Extremist Violence.” National Institute of Justice, 

$248,173. 

 

Freilich, J. D., S. Chermak, G. LaFree, and N. Connell.  2017.  “Understanding the Causes of 

School Violence Using Open Source Data.” National Institute of Justice, $699,629. Role:  Co-

Principal Investigator. 
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LaFree, G., J. Freilich, T. Holt, and S. Chermak.  2017.  “Social Learning and Social Control in 

the Off and Online Pathways to Hate and Extremist Violence.” National Institute of Justice, 

$248,173. 

 

LaFree, G., J. Freilich, T. Holt, and S. Chermak.  2016.  “Social Learning and Social Control in 

the Off and Online Pathways to Hate and Extremist Violence.” National Institute of Justice, 

$386,000.  Role: Co-Principal Investigator. 

 

Chermak, S., and J. Freilich.  2015.  “Improvements, Updates and Support for the Tevus Portal.” 

Department of Homeland Security, $44,911. Role: Co-Principal Investigator. 

 

Parkin, W., J. Gruenewald, S. Chermak, and J. Freilich.  2014.  “Developing and Validating 

Suspicious Activity Reporting (SAR) Indicators using the Extremist Crime Database.” Institute 

for Intergovernmental Research, through Department of Homeland Security and the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation, $25,953.56. Role: Co-Principal Investigator. 

 

Holt, T., S. Chermak, and J. Freilich.  2014-2015.  “An Assessment of Extremist Groups' Use of 

Web Forums, Social Media, and Technology to Enculturate and Radicalize Individuals to 

Violence.” National Institute of Justice, $586,809.  Role: Co-Principal Investigator. 

Wilson, J., S. Chermak, J. Heinonen, and R. Calatone.  2013-2016.  “A Multi-Site Assessment of 

Police Consolidation.” National Institute of Justice.  $780,158.  Role:  Co-Principal Investigator. 

 

Wilson, J., S. Chermak, and A. Weiss.  2013.  “Policing in the New Economy: Examining 

Contracting for Law Enforcement Services as Part of Michigan’s Economic Recovery.” 

Michigan Applied Public Policy Program, $15,000. Role: Co-Principal Investigator. 

 

Wilson, J., A. Weiss, and S. Chermak.  2012-2013.  “Research Institute on Police Consolidation 

and Shared Services.” COPS office, $400,000. Role: Co-Principal Investigator. 

 

Morash, M., S. Chermak, and J. Wilson.  2011-2013.  “Smart Policing.” US Department of 

Justice, $145,347 (overall $400,00). Role:  Co-Principal Investigator. 

 

Freilich, J.D., S.M. Chermak, and J. Gruenewald.  2012-2017.  “Patterns of US Extremist 

Crime.”  Department of Homeland Security, through the National Consortium for the Study of 

Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START), $319,998. Role: Co-Principal Investigator. 

 

Carter, D., S. Chermak, and J. Carter.  2012-2017.  “Factors Impacting the Intelligence Process.”  

Department of Homeland Security, through the National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism 

and Responses to Terrorism (START), $42,500. Role: Co-Principal Investigator. 

 

Belli, R., J. D. Freilich, and S. M. Chermak.  2012-2017.  “US Crime-Terror Nexus: Terrorist 

Networks & Trade Diversion.” Department of Homeland Security, through the National 

Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START), $42,500. Role: 

Co-Principal Investigator. 
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Freilich, J.D., S.M. Chermak, and A. Adamczyk.  2011-2014.  “Radicalization at the Community 

Level.”  Department of Homeland Security, through the National Consortium for the Study of 

Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START), $170,000. Role: Co-Principal Investigator. 

 

Chermak, S., and J. Freilich.  2011-2012.  “Studies of Al Qaeda Inspired Organizations.” 

Department of Homeland Security, $18,000. Role: Co-Principal Investigator. 

 

Freilich, J. D., S. M. Chermak, and A. Adamczyk.  2010-2011.  “Radicalization at the 

Community Level.” Department of Homeland Security, through the National Consortium for the 

Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START), $80,000. Role: Co-Principal 

Investigator. 

 

Mellow, J., J. Freilich, and S. Chermak.  2010-2011. “Correctional Incident Database of 

Collective Violence, Homicides, Hate Crimes and Escapes.” The Academy of Critical Incident 

Analysis, New York City, $20,000. 

 

Wilson, J., S. Chermak, and E. Alocilja.  2009-2011.  “Counterfeiting and Product Protection.” 

Michigan State University SPG Funding, $400,000. Role: Co-Principal Investigator. 

 

Chermak, S., and J. Freilich.  2010-2015.  “Studies of Terrorist Organizations and Ideologies.  

Models of Influence and Network Effects.” Department of Homeland Security, $1,600,000.  

Role: Co-Principal Investigator. 

 

Carter, D., E. McGarrell, and S. Chermak.  2008-2010.  “Understanding the Intelligence 

Practices of State, Local, and Tribal Law Enforcement.” National Institute of Justice, $302,220.  

Role: Co-Principal Investigator. 

 

Freilich, J., and S. Chermak.  2008-2011.  “Creation of a Database of US Extremist Crime 1990-

2009.” Department of Homeland Security, through the National Consortium for the Study of 

Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START), $200,000. Role: Co-Principal Investigator. 

 

Freilich, J., S. Chermak, J. Wilkenfeld, A. Pate, G. Ackermann, and V. Asal.  2008-2011. “A 

Study of Domestic Far Right Organizations.” Department of Homeland Security, through the 

National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START), $65,000. 

Role: Co-Principal Investigator. 

 

Freilich, J., and S. Chermak.  2007-2008.  “Creation of a Database of US Extremist Crime.”  

Department of Homeland Security, through the National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism 

and Responses to Terrorism (START), $62,981. Role: Co-Principal Investigator. 

 

Rice, S. K, J. D. Freilich (Co-Principal Investigator), K. J. Terry (Program Director), K. 

Worboys (Program Director), S. M. Chermak (Program Director), and M. D. White (Research 

Associate). “Track 2 Proposal- The City University of New York (CUNY): Integrating 

Education, Research and Professional Development Efforts to Train the Next Generation of 

Homeland Security Experts and Scholars.” Department of Homeland Security Scientific 

Leadership Award for Minority Serving Institutions, $291,835. 
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Terry, K. J., J. D. Freilich, S. M., Chermak, and K. Worboys (Program Directors). SEGMENT of 

a CUNY & Michigan State University STEM AGEP SBES Alliance Renewal, $90,000. Role: 

Program Director. 

 

Wilson, J. M., S. Chermak, E. McGarrell, G. Ridgeway, and D. Schultz.  2006-2008.  “An 

Evaluation of One Vision, One Life.” National Institute of Justice, $249,116. Role: Co-Principal 

Investigator. 

 

Wilson, J. M., S. Chermak, E. McGarrell, and G. Ridgeway.  2006-2008.  “An Evaluation of One 

Vision, One Life.” Richard King Mellon Foundation, $65,000. Role: Co-Principal Investigator. 

 

Chermak, S.  2006.  “Disaster Preparedness/Emergency Planning Service.” Michigan State 

Police, $115,000. Role: Principal Investigator. 

 

Chermak, S.  2005-2006.  “Disaster Preparedness/Emergency Planning Service.” Michigan State 

Police, $24,950. Role: Principal Investigator. 

 

Maxwell, C., and S. Chermak.  2006-2007. “The National Archive of Data on Terrorism and 

Response to Terror.” National Institute of Justice, $109,731. Role: Co-Principal Investigator. 

 

Freilich, J., and S. Chermak.  2006-2007.  “A Proposal to Create a Right-Wing Crime Incident 

Database.” Department of Homeland Security, $43,980. 

 

Chermak, S.  2003-2006.  “Reducing Violent Crime and Firearms Violence: The Indianapolis 

“Lever-Pulling” Experiment.” National Institute of Justice, $286,000. Role: Principal 

Investigator. 

 

Hutchens, J., S. Chermak, and E. McGarrell.  2002-2004.  “Policing Safe Neighborhoods.” 

Bureau of Justice Statistics, $150,000. Role: Investigator. 

 

McGarrell, E., and S. Chermak.  1999-2002.  “Evaluating Problem Solving Approaches to 

Reducing Violence in Indianapolis.” National Institute of Justice, $250,000. Role: Co-Principal 

Investigator. 

 

Chermak, S.M., and A. Weiss.  1996-1998.  “Identifying Strategies to Market the Police in the 

News.” National Institute of Justice, $133,000. Role: Co-Principal Investigator. 

 

McGarrell, E., A. Weiss, and S. Chermak.  1995-1997.  “The Effects of Directed Patrol 

Enforcement on Crime and the Community.” National Institute of Justice, $235,000. Role: 

Investigator. 

 

McGarrell, E., S. Chermak, and A. Weiss.  1997-2000.  “Measuring the Community Interaction 

Variables in Community Policing: Indianapolis Case Study.” National Institute of Justice, 

$111,979. Role: Co-Principal Investigator. 
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Chermak, S.  1994.  “Examining the Presentation of Crime in the News.” Indiana University 

Summer Faculty Fellowship, $4,500. Role: Principal Investigator. 

 

Invited Presentations 

 

Scrivens, R., T.W. Wojciechowski, T. Gaudette, J. D. Freilich, S. Chermak, and R. Frank. 

“Examining the Influence of Extremist Group Membership on Online Behavior among Violent 

and Non-Violent Right-Wing Extremists.” Presentation at the 17th Annual International Society 

for Terrorism Research Conference, Egham, Surrey, UK. July 7, 2025. 

 

Melde, C., S. Wolfe, J. Krupa, and S. Chermak. Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences 

Workshop on Action-Based Research. ACJS, Denver, March 2025.  

 

Chermak, S. “Causes of Violent Extremism.” Presentation to Extremism, Terrorism in Europe 

conference, University of Vienna. January 25, 2025. 

 

Chermak, S. “Domestic Extremism in the United States.” Presentation to the New Zealand 

National Police Service Presentation. September 10, 2024.  

 

Chermak, S. “The Use of Open-Source Data in Criminology and Criminal Justice Research.” 

Invited presentation at the Methods of Studying Hate and (Violent) Extremism Online 

Workshop, Lorentz Center, Leiden University, Leiden, Netherlands. July 2, 2024. 

 

Chermak, S., J. Freilich, and J. Gruenewald. “Trends in Far Right Violence.” Presentation to the 

Permanent Mission of Norway to the United Nations. September 11, 2023. 

 

Chermak, S., J. Freilich, and J. Gruenewald. “Trends in Far Right Violence.” Presentation to the 

Norwegian Embassy.  September 12, 2023. 

 

Scrivens, R., T.W. Wojciechowski, J.D. Freilich, S. Chermak, and R. Frank. “Comparing the 

Online Posting Behaviors of Violent and Non-Violent Right-Wing Extremists.” Invited 

presentation at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy CVE Roundtable Series. April 13, 

2021. 

 

Chermak, S. NIJ Virtual Conference on School Safety. February 16-18, 2021. 

 

Chermak, S. Crime and Justice Studies. Okemos High School. February 20, 2020. 

 

Chermak, S. Webinar for NIJ on School Shootings. November 18, 2020. 

 

Chermak, S. Crime and Justice Studies. Okemos High School.  February 20, 2020. 

 

Chermak, S. Beto Chair Lecture Recipient. “Strategies to Study Rare Incidents.” Sam Houston 

University, March 19, 2020.  
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Freilich, J., S. Chermak, and B. Klein. Environmental Criminology and Public Mass Shootings, 

Conference on Mass Shootings, George Mason University, April 11-12, 2019.  

 

Chermak, S. Discussant on Measuring Mass Shootings. George Mason University, April 11-12, 

2019. 

 

Chermak, S. Conference Participant. George Mason University, April 11-12, 2019. 

 

Freilich, J., S. Chermak, and N. Connell. NIJ Topical Meeting on Rare Incidents Data Collection 

Models to Advance Research on Mass Violence.  San Antonio, Texas, September 24-25, 2019. 

 

Chermak, S. Euro-Gang Workshop, On Using Open Sources for Terrorism and Gang Research, 

June 29, 2017. 

 

Chermak, S. Michigan State University Brand Protection Summit, “Measuring Terrorism and 

Drawing Parallels to Counterfeiting.” MSU Brand Protection Summit. October 8, 2015. 

 

Chermak, S. Participant in Criminal Justice Brown Bag on Job Interviews/Academic Jobs. 

September 27, 2015.  

Sullivan, B., S. Chermak, and J. Freilich. “Financial Crime and Material Support Schemes 

Linked to al-Qaeda and Associated Movements in the United States.” Washington, D.C.: 

Homeland Security Information Network/Office of Intelligence and Analysis, U.S. Department 

of Homeland Security. 2015. 

 

Sullivan, B., S. Chermak, and J. Freilich. “Far Right Extremism and Financial Crimes.” 

Washington, D.C.: Homeland Security Information Network/Office of Intelligence and Analysis, 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security, June 25, 2015. 

 

Chermak, S.M., J. D. Freilich, W. S. Parkin, and J. A. Gruenewald. “Violence Perpetrated by 

Supporters by Al-Qa'ida and Affiliated Movements (AQAM): Fatal Attacks and Violent Plots in 

the United States.” Washington, D.C.: DHS/START/MINERVA Technical Lecture Series 

Teleconference, 2015. 

 

Freilich, J. D, W. S. Parkin, J. A. Gruenewald, and S. M. Chermak. “An Examination of Al 

Qaeda and Affiliated Movements and Far-Right Suicide Attackers in the United States: 

Comparing Suicide and Non-Suicide Perpetrators.” Center on Terrorism, John Jay College. New 

York City, New York, October 2014. 

 

Freilich, J.D., and S.M. Chermak. “Terrorism and Ideologically Motivated Offending in the 

United States.” Sixth annual People’s Public Security University of China (PPSUC) International 

Policing Forum (conference theme: enhancing counterterrorism and cyber security). Beijing, 

China, October 2014. 

 

Gruenewald, J., J. Freilich, S. Chermak, and W. Parkin. “Bombing and Arson Attacks by 

Environmental and Animal Rights Extremists in the United States, 1995- 2010.” Presentation to 

DHS Analysts, July 2014. 
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Gruenewald, J., J. Freilich, S. Chermak, and W. Parkin. “Violence Perpetrated by Supporters of 

Al-Qa’ida and Affiliated Movements (AQAM): Fatal Attacks and Violent Plots in the United 

States.” Presentation to DHS Analysts, June 17, 2014. 

 

Chermak, S., J. Freilich, and B. Sullivan. “Counterfeiting and Terrorism.” Presentation to the A-

CAAP board, October 2013. 

 

Freilich, J. D., and S. M. Chermak. “Findings from the United States Extremist Crime Database 

(ECDB).” Terrorism and Extremist Violence in the U.S. Database (TEVUS). DHS Resilient 

Systems Division. Washington, D.C., November 2013. 

 

Freilich, J. D., R. Belli, S. M. Chermak, and B. Sullivan. “Financial Crime and Extremism in the 

United States.” Spotlight on Fraud: Training Seminar. Sponsored by Connecticut Chapter of the 

International Association of Financial Crimes Investigators. Montville, Connecticut, June 2013. 

 

Freilich, J. D., R. Belli, S. M. Chermak, and B. Sullivan. “Financial Crime and Extremism in the 

United States.” Financial Crimes Seminar; Specialized analytic seminar series. Sponsored by the 

Department of Homeland Security in partnership with: DIA; FEMA; ICE; BCSC; ICE HSI; HIS 

Office of I & A Division; HSI TTTU; USSS; & IRS. Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, April 2013. 

 

Freilich, J., and S. Chermak. “Building the United States Extremist Crime Database:  Lessons 

Learned.” National Defense Workshop on Building a Canadian Extremist Crime Database.  

Ottawa, March 11-12, 2013. 

 

Freilich, J., S. Chermak, M. Suttmoeller, and J. Gruenewald. “Examining Fatal Far Right Attacks 

Against Law Enforcement.” HS SLIC Weekly Analytical Chat, November 29, 2012. 

 

Chermak, S., J. Freilich, and M. Suttmoeller. “Comparing Violent to Nonviolent Hate Groups.” 

HS SLIC Weekly Analytical Chat, April 19, 2012. 

 

Freilich, J.D., S.M. Chermak, and R. Belli. “Political Extremism and Financial Crime in the 

United States: Findings From the ECDB.” Department of Homeland Security. 2012. 

 

Freilich, J. D., and S. M. Chermak. “Introducing the United States Extremist Crime Database.” 

National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism, March 2012. 

 

Freilich, J.D., and S. M. Chermak. “Introducing the United States Extremist Crime Database.” 

Secret Service, Analysis Section, March 2012. 

 

Chermak, S., A. Adamczyk, J. Freilich, and W. Parkin. “Situating Extremist Violence and 

Crime.” Presented at DHS conference, on County Level Analysis of Violent Extremism. 

Washington, D.C., January 20, 2012. 

 

Chermak, S. “The Law Enforcement Response to Domestic Terrorism.” University Club, MSU, 

April 19, 2011. 
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Chermak, S., and J. Freilich. “Introducing the Extremist Crime Database.” Department of 

Homeland Security, July 8, 2010. 

 

Chermak, S., and J. Freilich. “Introducing the Extremist Crime Database.” Defence Research and 

Development Canada, October 2009. 

 

Wilson, J., S. Chermak, and E. McGarrell. “Community-Based Violence Prevention.” RAND 

Corporation, August 2009. 

 

Freilich, J., and S. Chermak. “United States Extremist Crime Database (ECDB): Preliminary 

Results with a Special Focus on Attacks vs Law Enforcement.” FBI Training Academy, August 

2009. 

 

Freilich, J., and S. Chermak. “United States Extremist Crime Database (ECDB): Preliminary 

Results with a Special Focus on Attacks vs Law Enforcement.” Panel Presentation, CIA 

Headquarters, July 2009. 

 

Wilson, J., S. Chermak, and E. McGarrell. “Community-Based Violence Prevention: Preliminary 

Findings of the One Vision One Life Evaluation in Pittsburgh.” The National Institute of Justice 

Annual Conference, Washington, D.C., June 2009. 

 

Freilich, J., and S. Chermak. “United States Extremist Database 1990-2008:  Preliminary 

Results.” New York State Political Science Association, New York City, April 2009.  

 

Chermak, S., and J. Freilich. “The Incident, Suspect and Victim Characteristics of Far Right 

Homicides.” Department of Homeland Security Summit. Washington, D.C., March 17, 2009. 

 

Chermak, S. Midwest Criminal Justice Association, Keynote Address, “Criminal Justice, 

Terrorism and Media: An Assessment of Current Research.”  Chicago, Illinois, September 28, 

2009. 

 

Johnson, J., J. Wilson, S. Chermak, and E. McGarrell. “An Evaluation of One Vision, One Life.” 

RAND Research Briefing, Pittsburgh, PA., July 2007. 

 

Freilich, J. D., and S. M. Chermak. “Creation of a Database of U.S. Extremist Criminal Activity, 

1990-2005.” Research Briefing to Undersecretary Jay M. Cohen. Department of Homeland 

Security, Science and Technology Directorate.  Washington, D.C. 2007. 

 

Freilich, J. D., and S. M. Chermak. “Far-Right Extremists, Crime, and Terrorism.” Istanbul 

Conference on Democracy and Global Security, Istanbul, Turkey, June 2007. 

 

Freilich, J. D., and S. M. Chermak. “Far-Right Extremists, Crime, Terrorism and the 

Radicalization Process: A Neglected Research Topic.” Department of Homeland Security, 

Universal Adversary Awareness Seminar, Atlanta, GA, April 30, 2007. 
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Legault, R. L., K. J. Smarick, C. D. Maxwell, and S. Chermak. “Creating a Data Archive to 

Facilitate Research on Understanding and Responding to Terrorism.” Spring NVAC Consortium 

Meeting, Washington, May 14-15, 2007. 

 

Chermak, S. Kercher Center for Social Research, “Creating a Far Right Crime Database.” 

Western Michigan University, April 10, 2007.  

 

Chermak, S. Youth Violence Prevention Conference, supported by the Des Lee Collaborative 

Vision, University of Missouri-St. Louis. “Youth Violence in the Media,” St. Louis, Missouri, 

April 12-13, 2006. 

 

Chermak, S. International Conference on TV Presentation of Crime, “The Presentation of 

Terrorism in the News.” Milan, Italy, May 15-16, 2003. 

 

Chermak, S. The Annual Conference on Criminal Justice Research and Evaluation: National 

Institute of Justice, “Measuring Police-Community Interaction Using Observational Data: 

Lessons from Two Years in the Field” (with Brian Renauer and Ed McGarrell), July 22-25, 

2001. 

 

Chermak, S. Oklahoma Scholar-Leadership Enrichment Program, “The Social Construction of 

the Militia Movement.”  Cameron University, Oklahoma, March 8, 2001. 

 

Chermak, S. The Annual Conference on Criminal Justice Research and Evaluation: National 

Institute of Justice, “Strategic Approaches to Community Safety” (with Ed McGarrell), July 16-

19, 2000. 

 

Chermak, S. The Annual Conference on Criminal Justice Research and Evaluation: National 

Institute of Justice, “Measuring Participation in Community Policing Meetings” (with David 

Duffee, Ed McGarrell, Brian Renaur, and Jason Scott), July 16-19, 2000. 

 

Chermak, S. The Annual Conference on Criminal Justice Research and Evaluation: National 

Institute of Justice, “The Effects of Directed Patrol on Crime, Fear of Crime, and Citizen 

Satisfaction with the Police” (with Ed McGarrell and Alexander Weiss), July 30, 1998. 

 

Chermak, S. Department of American Studies, Indiana University, American Studies Workshop, 

“The Framing of Militias in the Media.” November 14, 1997.  

 

Chermak, S. Woodrow Wilson School Policy Conference, “Pretrial Publicity and Capital 

Punishment Cases” (with Marla Sandys), Princeton University.  November 11, 1994.  

 

Chermak, S. Indiana Victim Assistance Association, “The Presentation of Race in Crime 

Stories.”  Issues in Victimization Conference, April 22, 1994. 

 

Teaching 

 

Courses Taught  
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 Terrorism (Graduate) 

Criminal Justice Administration (Undergraduate) 

 Criminal Justice Organizations (Graduate) 

 Criminal Justice Policy (Undergraduate/Graduate) 

 Criminal Justice Theory (Graduate) 

 Crime, Criminal Justice and the Media (Undergraduate) 

 Domestic and International Terrorism (Undergraduate) 

 Victimology (Undergraduate) 

 Seminar on Pedagogy (Graduate) 

 

Student Mentoring 

 

Dissertation Committees (Chaired) 

 

Rodgers, Kourtnie.  2024.  “Public Information Officers and Social Media:  New Media, New 

Methods?”  Michigan State University.  

 

Turner, Noah.  2024.  “Exploring Criminogenic Differences Between Violent, Nonviolent 

Criminal, and Nonoffending Extremists.”  Michigan State University.  

 

Adams, Elizabeth.  2023. “I don’t got my baby, I don’t got nobody.  Parenting Problems and 

Ideologies Among Mothers on Probation and Parole.”  Michigan State University.  

 

Abel, Meagan.  2023.  “News Coverage of Mass Murder in the United States: 

2004-2018.”  Michigan State University.   

 

Gibson, Mark.  2022.  “Action-Oriented studies in Green Criminology and a harmful pet wildlife 

trade in Trinidad and Tobago.”   Michigan State University.   

 

Klein, Brent.  2020.  “Pathways to School Shootings Towards a Dual-Process Developmental 

Situational Model of Choice.”  Michigan State University. 

 

Fitzgerald, Sarah.  2017.  “Assessing the Vulnerability of Targets of Lethal Domestic 

Extremism.”  Michigan State University.   

 

Liebler, Julie.  2015.  “The Use of Classification Schemes by Police Investigators.”  Michigan 

State University.  

 

Drew, Jack.  2015.  “Sensitive but Unclassified: Examining the Use of Electronic Information 

Sharing Systems by Law Enforcement Agencies in the United States.”  Michigan State 

University.  

 

Sullivan, Brandon.  2015.  “Network Dynamics of the American Far-Right Criminal Anti-Tax 

Movement.”  Michigan State University.   
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Suttmoeller, Michael.  2014.  “The Role of Leadership and Other Factors in the Organizational 

Death of Domestic Far-Right Extremist Organizations.”  Michigan State University.   

 

Martz, Ryan.  2014.  “Bias Crime Incident in United States Counties, 2000-2009: An Application 

of Social Disorganization Theory.”  Michigan State University. 

 

Lauger, Tim.  2010.  “Known in “Naptown:” Legitimacy, Reputation, and Violence in the 

Intergang Environment.”  Indiana University.  

 

Gruenewald, Jeffrey.  2009.  “Ideologically-Motivated Homicide in the United States, 1990-

2008: A Comparison of Far-Right and Identity-Based Homicide Events.”  Michigan State 

University. 

 

Mystrol, Brad.  2006.  “Myth, Culture, and Meaning: Police Patrol, Citizen Alcohol Use and the 

Social Construction of the Alcohol-Related Workload Myth.”  Indiana University.   

 

Lindsteadt, Greg.  2006.  “You Play you Stay:  The Potential Consequences of Institutional 

Misconduct for Indeterminately Sentenced Youth.”  Indiana University. 

 

Gray, Shani.  2005.  “Faith-Based Organizations and Community Crime Initiatives.”   Indiana 

University. 

 

Giblin, Matt.  2004.  “Institutional Theory and the Recent Adoption and Activities of Crime 

Analysis Units in U.S. Law Enforcement Agencies.”  Indiana University. 

 

Brown, Michelle.  2003.  “Penological Crisis in America: Finding Meaning in Imprisonment 

Post-Rehabilitation.”  Indiana University. 

 

Dissertation Committees (Member) 

 

Sanders, Kaelyn. 2025. “Digital (In)Justice: An Intersectional Study on Black Returning 

Citizen’s Socio-Digital Inequalities.”  Michigan State University 

 

Oliphant, Stephen.  2023.  “State Firearm Relinquishment Laws and their Effects on Suicide, 

Homicide, and Intimate Partner Homicide.”  Michigan State University 

 

Boratto, Rae.  2023.  “Compliance and Non Compliance in the Canadian Tortoise & Freshwater 

Turtle Pet Trade.”  Michigan State University.  

Dillon, L.  2023.  “Investigating Key Risk Factors Across Violent and Non-Violent Extremists in 

the United States.” John Jay College of Criminal Justice. 

Duran, Celinet.  2022.  “Extremism in America: Exploring Variations in Ideologically Motivated 

Fatal Violence.”   John Jay College of Criminal Justice.   

Greene, Emily.  2022.  “Mitigating the Harm of Public Mass Shooting Incidents Through 

Situational Crime Prevention.”  Michigan State University. 
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Chan, Fiona.  2022.  “Enhancing Crime Enforcement with Machine Learning—A 

Multidisciplinary Risk Factor Approach.”  Michigan State University.  

De Biasi, Alaina.  2020.  “The Search for The Broken Windows Tipping Point: A Dose-

Response Propensity Score Assessment of the Relationship between Disorder and Violent 

Crime.” Michigan State University.  

 

Chua, Yi-ting.  2019.  “Understanding Radicalization Process in Online Far-right Extremist 

Forums Using Social Influence Model.”  Michigan State University.   

 

Goodsen, Marva.  2019.  “Female Offenders’ Egocentric Social Networks and Access to Needed 

Resources.”  Michigan State University.   

 

Drake, Greg.  2019.  “A National Evaluation of the Blue Courage Training Program.”  Michigan 

State University.  

 

Silva, Jason.  2019.  “A Media Distortion Analysis of Mass Shootings.”  John Jay College of 

Criminal Justice.   

Seung Pak.  2017.  “Private Security Officers’ Perceptions of Police Legitimacy in South Korea: 

Implications for Police-Private Security Cooperation.”  Michigan State University. 

 

Fejes, Leve.  2016.  “Investigating Consumer Demand for Counterfeit Goods.”   

Michigan State University.  

 

Cassidy, Michael.  2016.  “Examining Interjudge Sentencing Disparities within Court 

Communities.”  Michigan State University.   

 

Bohmert, Miriam Northcutt.  2014.  “Access to Transportation and Outcomes for Women on 

Probation and Parole.”  Michigan State University.  

 

Madan, Manish.  2013.  “Understanding Attitudes Toward Spousal Abuse:  Beliefs about Wife-

Beating Justification Amongst Men and Women in India.”  Michigan State University. 

 

Fischer, Penny.  2013.  “The Police Organization, Stress, and the Intersection of Gender, Race 

and Sexual Orientation.”  Michigan State University.  

 

Yingling, Julie.  2013.  “Qualitative Study of Pathways to Involvement and Law Enforcement 

Avoidance Strategies in Methamphatamine Markets.”  Michigan State University.  

 

Stevens, Tia.  2013.  “Effects of County and State Economic, Social, and Political Contexts on 

Racial/Ethnic and Gender Differences in Youth’s Penetration into the Justice System.”  

Michigan State University. 

 

Johnson, Joe.  2012.  “From the Streets to Street Worker: Transitions and Transformations In and 

Out of Crime.”  Michigan State University.  
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Clouter, Barbara.  2012.  “Development of Mitigation Strategies Toward Preventative Postures 

in Food Defense.”  Michigan State University. 

 

Ali, Mohammed.  2012.  “Analysis of the Labeling Discourse between the Jamaat UD Dawa and 

its Critics Seen Through the Pakistani Print Media.”  Michigan State University.  

 

Carter, Jeremy.  2011.  “Police Innovation:  Exploring the Adoption of Intelligence-Led 

Policing.”  Michigan State University.  

 

Perry, Alice.  2010.  “The Evolution of Police Organizations and Leadership in the United States: 

Potential Political and Social Implications.”  Northeastern University.  

 

Bryant, Jennifer.  2008.  “Vigilance on the Border: An Exploration of the Dynamics of Civilian 

Patrol.”  SUNY-Albany. 

 

Sevinc, Bilal.  2008.  “Participation in Terrorist Organizations: An Analysis of Left Wing 

DHKP/C and Religiously Motivated Turkish Hezbollah Terrorist Organizations.”  Michigan 

State University 

Karakus, Onder.  2008.  “A Quantitative Analysis of the Growing Business of Organized Crime:  

Structural Predictors of Cross-National Distribution of Human Trafficking Markets and 

Trafficking in Women in Turkey.”  Michigan State University.  

 

Burgess Proctor, Amanda.  2007.  “An Intersectional, Grounded Theory Analysis of Domestic 

Violence: Understanding the Experiences of Marginalized Battered Women.”  Michigan State 

University. 

 

Lilley, David.  2006.  “Assessing Jurisdiction-Level Crime Trends During the 1990s. An 

Analysis of the Impact on Policing Changes.”  Michigan State University.  

 

Ahn, Helen.  2005.  “Hate Crime Victimization.”  Indiana University. 

 

Scott, Jason.  2005.  “The Impact of Co-production on Community Social Control.”  The 

University at Albany. 

 

Whiteacre, Kevin.  2003.  “Measuring Success:  Reassessing the Impact of Drug Courts.”  

Indiana University. 

 

Lavin, Danielle.  2002.  “Building a Case and Getting Out?: Inmate Strategies for Obtaining 

Parole.”  Indiana University. 

 

Hipple, Natalie Kroovand.  2002.  “Police Officer Facilitated Versus Civilian Facilitated Family 

Group Conferences: Does It Matt Who the Facilitator Is?”  Indiana University. 

 

Lovell, Jarett.  2001.  “Police Performances: Media Power & Impression Management in 

Contemporary Policing.”  Rutgers University. 
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Cragin, Tom.  1996.  “Cultural Continuity in Modern France: The Representation of Crime in the 

Popular Press of Nineteenth-Century Paris.”  Indiana University.     

 

Master’s Thesis Committees (Chair) 

 

Mae Griffith.  2023.  “Application of Routine Activity Theory to Cybercrimes in the Extremist 

CyberCrime Database.”  Michigan State University.    

Lindsay, Lance.  2021.  “An Exploratory Test of Far-Right Extremists Protective and Putative 

(Risk) Factors.”  Michigan State University. 

 

Morgan, Skyler.  2019.  “Overshadowed: The Media’s Representation of Gender and Domestic 

Terrorism.”  Michigan State University.   

 

Brown, Kyleigh.  2018.  “American Mass Shooters and Suicide.”  Michigan State University.  

 

Fitzgerald, Sarah.  2011.  “The Impact of Religion on Domestic Right Wing Extremist Groups 

and Organizational Violence.”  Michigan State University.     

 

Ayub, Nayatt.  2007.  “The Influence and Importance of Media Coverage on Project Safe 

Neighborhoods.”  Michigan State University.  

  

Justis, Greg.  2006.  “Images of Legitimacy:  The CSI Effect and Popular Newspapers.”  

Michigan State University.   

 

Tosun, Hamza.  2006.  “Turkish Police Perceptions and Attitudes Toward Using Computer 

Technology in Police Cars.”  Michigan State University.   

 

Welker, Holly.  2006.  “An Examination of the Impact of Probation Officer Activity on Offender 

Behavior.”  Indiana University.  

 

Corsaro, Nick.  2003.  “Disorganized Neighborhoods and Restorative Justice: An Examination of 

Social Characteristics and the Indianapolis Juvenile Justice Experiment.”  Indiana University.  

 

Master’s Thesis Committees (Member) 

 

Mitnick, Zachary.  2018.  “News Coverage of Terrorism.”  John Jay College of Criminal Justice. 

 

Ishola, Oluwatobi Taiwo.  2017.  “Effect of Suspect's Gender on Police Use of Physical Force.”  

Michigan State University.   

 

Carr, James.  2016.  “Trickle-Down Effect:  Do Officer Perceptions of Organizational “Fair 

Treatment” Influence the Way They View the Public?”  Michigan State University.   

 

Reese, Kristen.  2015.  “Association and Differentiation of Corresponding Unburned and Burned 

Smokeless Powders Utilizing Physical Characteristics, Chemical Characteristics, and 

Multivariate Statistical Analysis.”  Michigan State University.     
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Welch, Michael.  2014.  “Police Murders: Deadly Encounters with Sovereign Citizens.”  Naval 

Postgraduate School. 

 

Gicale, Stephen.  2011.  “The Effects of Cyanoacrylate Fuming on the Quantity and Quality of 

DNA Recovered from Deflagrated Pipe Bombs.”  Michigan State University, Forensics.  

 

Raehtz, Sterling.  2011.  “Accounting for Uncertainty in Viewshed Analysis of IED Ambush 

Sites in Afghanistan.”  Michigan State University, Geography. 

 

Lenz, Erin.  2008.  “Rhizobial T-RFLP Analysis for Differentiating Soils and Habitats.”  

Michigan State University.  

 

Mutolo, Michael.  2006.  “Molecular Identification of Pathogens in Ancient Skeletal Remains 

from Butrint and Diaporit Albania.”  Michigan State University.  

 

Schrock, Peter.  1998.  “The Cultural Representations of David Duke.”  Indiana University.   

 

Harty, Tammy.  1998.  “The Effects of Pretrial Publicity on Predisposition Towards Guilt: A 

Comparison of Undergraduates, Potential Jurors, and Actual Jurors.”  Indiana University.  

 

Brown, Michelle.  1997.  “Implementing Order: The Development of the Criminal Justice 

Perspective in the United States.”  Indiana University. 

 

Johnson, Jennifer.  1996.  “A Descriptive Analysis of a Monroe County CASA Program.”  

Indiana University.   

 

Rodriquez, Rodrigo Zelaya.  1996.  “The Securities and Exchange Commission's Use of its News 

Administrative Remedies (1992-1994).”  Indiana University. 

 

 

Engagement, Outreach, and Service 

 

Policy Roundtable, Dangerous Organizations and Individuals, META, September 18, 2025 

 

Freilich, J. and S. Chermak. NIJ Virtual Conference on School Safety. February 16-18, 2021. 

 

Scrivens, R., T.W. Wojciechowski, J. D. Freilich, S. M. Chermak, and R. Frank. “Comparing the 

Online Posting Behaviors of Violent and Non-Violent Right-Wing Extremists.” Invited 

presentation at the AVERT Research Network Webinar Series, Deakin University’s Alfred 

Deakin Institute for Citizenship and Globalisation. July 2021. 

 

Scrivens, R., Wojciechowski, T. W., Freilich, J. D., Chermak, S. M., and Frank, R. “Comparing 

the Online Posting Behaviors of Violent and Non-Violent Right-Wing Extremists.” Invited 

presentation at Twitter’s External Speaker Seminar Series. March 10, 2021. Invited presentation 

at Twitter’s External Speaker Seminar Series. March 10, 2021. 
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Scrivens, R., Wojciechowski, T. W., Freilich, J. D., Chermak, S. M., and Frank, R. “Comparing 

the Online Posting Behaviors of Violent and Non-Violent Right-Wing Extremists.” Invited 

presentation at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy CVE Roundtable Series. April 13, 

2021. 

 

Chermak, S. Research Update, National Counterterrorism, Innovation, Technology, and 

Education Center, Annual Meeting, June 29, 2021. 

 

Scrivens, R., Wojciechowski, T. W., Freilich, J. D., Chermak, S. M., and Frank, R. “Comparing 

the Online Posting Behaviors of Violent and Non-Violent Right-Wing Extremists.” Invited 

presentation at the Uncovering and Understanding the Far-Right Online Ecosystem Symposium, 

University of Exeter. September 8, 2021. 

 

Scrivens, R., and S. Chermak. “Posting Extremism – Violent and Non-violent Right-wing 

Extremist Behaviors Online and Implications for Policy and Practice,” RESOLVE’s Racially and 

Ethnically Motivated Violent Extremism (REMVE) Research Initiative. October 19, 2021. 

 

Turner, N., S. Chermak, and J. Freilich. “Attacks from Lone Terrorists in the US are more 

Severe Than Those who are Affiliated with Groups.  LSE US Centre, United States politics and 

Policy. October 15, 2021. 

 

Chermak, S. Community Resilience Early Warning System Grant, awarded to the Muflehun 

from DHS. Role: Project Advisor. 2020-2021. 

 

Freilich, J., and S. Chermak.  Tackling Hate Project. Partnership with Matteo Vergani, Deakin 

University and the Alfred Deakin Institute for Citizenship and Globalisation.  Contributed 

content, video lectures, and review. 2020. 

 

Freilich, J., S. Chermak, B. Klein, J. Gruenewald, and W. Parkin. “The Nature of Violent 

Ideological Motivated Crime and Foiled Plots Committed by US Extremists.” Final Report. 

Maryland: Center on Terrorist and Responses to Terrorism. 2019. 

 

Chermak, S. Michigan Preventing Targeted Violence in State Task Force and Workshop. 

January 22-23, 2019. 

 

Parkin, W., C. J. Mills, J. Freilich, S. Chermak, and J. Gruenewald. “Far-Right Fatal Ideological 

Violence Against Religious Institutions and Individuals in the US; 1990-2018.” START 

Research Brief. 2018. 

 

Innes, M., H. Innes, B. Dobreva, S. Chermak, L. Huey, and A. McGovern. “From Minutes to 

Months: A Rapid Evidence Assessment of the Impact of Media and Social Media During and 

After Terror Events.” A Report to the Five Country Ministerial Countering Violent Extremism 

Working Group. Cardiff University, Cardiff, Wales. 2018. 
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Chermak, S. Canadian Staffing Symposium. Cobourg Police Services. Using Focus Groups to 

Inform Police Staffing Decisions. November 7, 2017. 

 

Freilich, J., S. Chermak, W. Parkin, and J. Gruenewald. “Twenty-Five Years of Ideological 

Homicide Victimization in the United States of America.” Research Report to the Office of 

University Programs, Science and Technology Directorate, Washington, D.C.: US Department of 

Homeland Security. 2015. 

 

Sullivan, B., J. Freilich and S. Chermak. “Financial Crime Schemes Perpetrated by Far Right 

Extremists in the United States: 1990-2013.” Research Brief. Washington, D.C.: National 

Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism. 2015. 

 

Gruenewald, J., W. Parkin, B. Smith, S. Chermak, J. Freilich, P. Roberts, and B. Klein. 

“Validation of the Nationwide Suspicious Activity Reporting (SAR) Initiative.” Research Brief, 

National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism. 2015. 

 

Belli, R., J. D. Freilich, S. M. Chermak, and K. Boyd. “Exploring the U.S. Crime-Terror Nexus: 

Terrorist Networks and Trade Diversion.” Research brief published by the National Consortium 

for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START). November [online]. 2014. 

Chermak, S., C. Scheer, and J. M. Wilson. “Police Consolidation: Engaging the News Media.” 

Washington, D.C.: COPS Office. 2014. 

 

Freilich, J.D., S. M. Chermak, J. Gruenewald, and W. S. Parkin. “Far-Right Violence in the 

United States: 1990-2013.” Background fact-sheet published by the National Consortium for the 

Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START). June [online]. 2014. 

 

Gruenewald, J., J. D. Freilich, S. M. Chermak, and W. S. Parkin. “Violence Perpetrated by 

Supporters of A l-Qa’ida and Affiliated Movements (AQAM): Fatal Attacks and Violent Plots in 

the United States.” Research brief published by the National Consortium for the Study of 

Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START).  June [online]. 2014. 

 

Sullivan, B. A, S. M. Chermak, J. M. Wilson, and J. D. Freilich. “The Nexus Between Terrorism 

and Product Counterfeiting.” Background research brief published by the Center for Anti-

Counterfeiting and Product Protection (A-CAPP). July 2014. 

 

Sullivan, B. A, J. D. Freilich, and S. M. Chermak. “Financial Crime and Material Support 

Schemes Linked to Supporters of al Qa’ida and Affiliated Movements (AQAM) in the United 

States: 1990 to June 2014.” Research brief published by the National Consortium for the Study 

of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START).  November 2014 [online]. 

 

Sullivan, B.A, J. D. Freilich, and S. M. Chermak. “Describing the American Far-Right Criminal 

Anti-Tax Movement.” Research brief published by the National Consortium for the Study of 

Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START).  October 2014 [online]. 

 

Chermak, S., C. Scheer, and J. M. Wilson. “Police Consolidation: Engaging the News Media.” 

Washington, D.C.: COPS Office. 
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Sullivan, B., S. Chermak, J. Wilson, and J. Freilich. “The Nexus Between Terrorism and Product 

Counterfeiting.”  A-CAAP Presentation. 2014. 

 

Gruenewald, J., J. D. Freilich, S. Chermak, and W. Parkin. “Far Right Violence in the United 

States.” Report prepared for START in response to Las Vegas Shootings, June 2014. 

 

Gruenewald, J., JD. Freilich, S. Chermak, and W. Parkin. “Violence Perpetrated by Al Qaeda 

and Affiliated Movements (AQAM) Violence.”  A Final Report Presented to the National 

Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism and the Department of 

Homeland Security. Washington, D.C.:  Department of Homeland Security. 2014. 

 

Freilich, J.D., and S. M. Chermak. “Hate Crimes.” US Department of Justice:  Community 

Oriented Policing Services. 2013. 

 

Chermak, S., C. Scheer, and J. Wilson. Police Consolidation in the News. A Research Primer 

Submitted to the Office of Community Oriented Policing, Washington, D.C. 

 

Freilich, J. D., S. Chermak, W. Parkin, and J. Gruenewald. Research Brief on Far Right Violence 

(following Wisconsin shootings). Released through the START center, August 9, 2012. 

 

Freilich, J. D., S. Chermak, and M. Suttmoeller. “Comparing Violent and Nonviolent Hate 

Groups.” Research Presentation to DHS Teleconference, April 19, 2012. 

 

Cater, D., E. McGarrell, S. Chermak, and J. Carter. Police Chief Magazine, “Understanding the 

Intelligence Practices of State, Local, and Tribal Law Enforcement Agencies.” The Police Chief, 

June 2012, p. 10. 

 

Chermak, S. Research Brief Published, Political Extremism and Financial Crime in the United 

States.  National Center for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism, January 16, 

2012. 

 

Chermak, S. Trainer for the DHS funded law enforcement training program, “Law Enforcement 

Intelligence Training for State, Local, and Tribal Law Enforcement Agencies” (Principal 

Investigator: David Carter). 2006-2011. 

 

Chermak, S. Trainer for the DHS funded law enforcement training program, “Sustaining the 

Intelligence Function” (Principal Investigator: David Carter). 2008-2012.   

 

Chermak, S. Trainer for the MSU Staff and Command Class, “Crime and the Media,” June 2008. 

 

Publications 

 

Freilich, J., S. Chermak, J. Lynch, and W. Parkin. “Improvised Explosive Devices.” Prepared as 

background paper, Human and Social Forces in the Spread of the IED Threat: Innovation, 

Diffusion, and Adaptation. College Park, Maryland, 2009. 



 41 

 

Weiss, A., and S. Chermak.  “Managing Perceptions During Crisis Situations.” Prepared as a 

background paper for a Law Enforcement Summit, “Demonstrating Law Enforcements’ Vital 

Local, State, and National Efforts.”  Chicago, Illinois, June 2006.   

 

Chermak, S., and A. Weiss. “Marketing Community Policing in the News:  A Missed 

Opportunity?” Research in Brief.  US Department of Justice:  National Institute of Justice, 2003. 

 Reprinted in The Law Enforcement Journal, 2004, 10(1): 76-78. 

 

Scott, J., D. Duffee, and S. Chermak. “Report to the Indianapolis Resident Leaders on the PCIP 

Resident Organization Survey.” Submitted to Neighborhood Association Leaders, Indianapolis, 

Indiana. 2001. 

 

McGarrell, E., S. Chermak, and A. Weiss. “Targeting Firearms Violence Through Directed 

Police Patrol.” Indianapolis, IN: Hudson Institute. 1999. 

 

McGarrell, E. F., S. Chermak, M. Haag, C. Briley, G. Brinker, T. Kunz, and J. Trice. 

Indianapolis Violence Reduction Partnership: A Multi-Agency Problem Solving Process to 

Reduce Violent Crime, Technical Report. Crime Control Policy Center.  Indianapolis, IN: 

Hudson Institute. 1999. 

 

Committee/Task Force Participation 

 

 2024-present Genesee County Youth Violence Task Force 

2003-2005 Project Safe Neighborhoods Task Force 

 1997-2005 Indianapolis Violence Reduction Partnership 

1993-1994 Indiana Domestic Violence Task Force 

 

Professional Service 

 

Michigan State University (last 5 years) 

 College Research Committee (2024-2026) 

School Search Committee (2019-2024) 

Tenure and Promotion Committee (2019-2021) 

Faculty Advisor Committee Chair (2022-2025) 

Qualifying Papers Examination Committee (2021-2024) 

 

National Service Activities 

 

Membership 

American Society of Criminology 

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences 

 

Committee Activities 

Fulbright National Screening Committee, 2005-2028 

August Vollmer Award Committee, ASC, 2025-2026 
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Program Committee Member, Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, 2025-2026 

Chair, Bruce Smith Award, Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, 2024. 

Committee Member, Distinguished Scholar Award, American Society of Criminology 

Division on Terrorism & Responses to Terrorism (2024) 

Vice Chair, American Society of Criminology Division on Terrorism & Bias Crime 

(2019) 

 

Conference Participation and Paper Presentations (last 5 years) 

 

Melde, C., D. Carson, and S. Chermak. Open Source Data and Criminal History Records.  

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, Denver, March 2025. 

 

Litterer, S., T. Holt, R. Scrivens, and S. Chermak. 2024. Examining Telegram Groups and 

Channels. American Society of Criminology Meetings, San Francisco.  

 

Turner, N., E. Greene-Colozzi, B. Klein, J. Freilich, and S. Chermak. 2024. Comparing Warning 

Behaviors Demonstrated by Violent Extremists and Mass Shooters.  American Society of 

Criminology Meetings, San Francisco. 

 

Wearth, K., B. Hayes, J. Gruenewald, and S. Chermak. 2024. Understanding Hate Crimes from a 

Theoretical and Empirical Perspective. American Society of Criminology Meetings, San 

Francisco.  

 

Gaudette, T., S. Chermak, J. Freilich, and B. Klein. 2024. Profiling School Violence Offenders 

Using Latent Class Analysis. American Society of Criminology Meetings, San Francisco. 

 

Gaudette, T., S. Chermak, and J. Freilich. 2024. Theoretical Explanations of K-12 School 

Shootings in the United States: A Case Control Approach. Academy of Criminal Justice 

Sciences, Chicago. 

 

Gaudette, T. J. Freilich, and S. Chermak. 2023. Understanding School Shootings. American 

Society of Criminology, Philadelphia. 

 

Holt, T., M. Griffith, N. Turner, E. Greene-Colozzi, J. Freilich, and S. Chermak. 2023. American 

Society of Criminology, Philadelphia. 

 

Scrivens, R., Freilich, J. D., Chermak, S. M., and Frank, R. 2023. Data Collection in Online 

Terrorism and Extremism Research: Strengths, Limitations, and Future Directions. Accepted at 

the European Society of Criminology Working Group on Radicalization, Extremism, and 

Terrorism’s 2023 Terrorism and Extremism Colloquium on Extremism in Times of Uncertainty. 

January 26, 2023. 

 

Turner, N., S. Chermak, J. Freilich. 2021. An Examination of the Severity of Lone-Actor 

Attacks, American Society of Criminology, Chicago, 2021. 
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Dillon, L., J. Freilich, and S. Chermak. 2021. Comparing ERG22 and VERA-2 Factors Within 

and Across Violent Extremists and Non-Violent Extremists in the United States, American 

Society of Criminology, Chicago, 2021. 

 

Brackett, D. N., B. Klein, E. Greene-Colozzi, S. Chermak, and J. Freilich. 2021. Perpetrator and 

Event Characteristics of Mass School Shootings, American Society of Criminology, Chicago, 

2021. 

 

Sanders, K., S. Chermak, J. Freilich, and B. Klein. 2021. School Shootings and Suicide: A 

Comparison of Schools Shooters Who Commit Suicide and Non-Suicide School Shooters, 

American Society of Criminology, 2021. 

 

Helm, B., R. Scrivens, T. Holt, S. Chermak, and R. Frank. 2021. Examining the Incel 

Community on Reddit.   American Society of Criminology, 2021. 

 

Klein, B., J. Kochenek, S. Chermak, and J. Freilich. 2019. An Empirical Examination of 

American Terrorists’ Targeting Decisions.”  American Society of Criminology Meetings, San 

Francisco. 

 

Scrivens, R., R. Frank, T. Holt, J. Freilich, and S. Chermak. 2019. On-Line/Off-Line Interactions 

of Hate.” TASM Conference: An International Terrorism and Social Media Conference, 

Swansea University, June 25-26, 2019. 

 

Editorial Boards 

Criminology and Public Policy, Editorial Board (2025-present) 

Justice Quarterly, Editorial Board (2003-2007; 2019-2025) 

Advisory Board, Northeastern series in Criminology and Justice Policy (2010-2012) 

Journal of Crime and Justice (2010-2020) 

The Open Criminology Journal (2007-2020) 

Journal of Crime and Popular Culture (2005-2011) 

Crime, Media, and Culture: An International Journal (2005-2020) 

Journal of Crime, Conflict and the Media (2003-2005)  

Series Editor, “Crime and the Media,” Praeger Publishing (2002-2020) 

 

Ad Hoc Reviewer Activities (last 5 years) 

 

2025: Criminology (4); Criminology and Public Policy (2); Terrorism and Political Violence (5), 

Deviant Behavior, Journal of School Violence; Policing: A Journal of Policy and Practice, Injury 

Epidemiology 

 

2024: Crime and Delinquency, Dynamics of Assymetic Conflict; Criminology and Public Policy; 

Criminology (5); Terrorism and Political Violence (10); Criminal Justice and Behavior, Deviant 

Behavior (6); Justice Quarterly (4); Journal of School violence; Journal of Research in Crime and 

Delinquency; International Journal of Comparative and Applied Criminal Justice 
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2023: Terrorism and Political Violence (10); Police Quarterly (2), Justice Quarterly (2); 

Dynamics of Asymmetric Conflict (1); Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency; Journal 

of School Violence; Deviant Behavior 

 

2022: Justice Quarterly (5), Criminal Justice and Behavior, Terrorism and Political Violence (7), 

Criminology and Public Policy; Criminology (3); International Journal of Comparative and 

Applied Criminal Justice 

 

2021: Terrorism and Political Violence (7); Journal of School Violence; Dynamics of 

Asymmetric Conflict; Criminology; Deviant Behavior; Behavior Sciences of Terrorism and 

Political Aggression; International Journal of Comparative and Applied Criminal Justice; Journal 

of Peace Research 

 


