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EDUCATION
Ph.D.			The Pennsylvania State University, 2023 – Criminology
Dissertation: Grounding the Digital in the Physical - Investigating the Links Between Neighborhood-level Digital Technology and Cybercrime Offending
M.S.			The University of Alabama, 2019 – Criminology & Criminal Justice
B.A.			The University of Alabama, 2017 – Criminology & Criminal Justice

ACADEMIC POSITIONS
2023-Present	Assistant Professor (Tenure Track), School of Criminal Justice, Michigan State University.
2024- Present	Center Associate (Co-Investigator), Center for Cybercrime Investigation and Training.

PEER REVIEWED JOURNAL ARTICLES (* indicates graduate student co-author)
Cui, K.*, & McNealey, R. (2026). Playing it Safe: Comparing Online Precautionary Measures of Cyber Offenders and Victims. Victims & Offenders, 1–21. https://doi.org/10.1080/15564886.2026.2674734
Maher, C. A., McNealey, R. L., Fisher, T., Krupa, J. M., & Holt, T. J. (2026). Assessing the Gendered Risks of Online Fraud Victimization in a General Population Sample. Crime & Delinquency, 00111287261453812. https://doi.org/10.1177/00111287261453812
Holt, T. J., Maher, C. A., McNealey, R., & Fisher, T. (2026). A Scoping Review of the Knowledge Base Regarding the Law Enforcement Response to Cybercrime. Deviant Behavior, 1–13. https://doi.org/10.1080/01639625.2026.2668005
Maher, C. A., McNealey, R. L., Fisher, T., & Holt, T. J. (2026). You’ve got (no) mail: Unpacking risk of non-delivery fraud victimization among an online sample. Journal of Criminal Justice, 104, 102644. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcrimjus.2026.102644
Maher, C. A., McNealey, R. L., & Figueroa, C. I.* (2026). Financial fragility and fear of fraud: Findings from the crime survey of England and Wales. Journal of Economic Criminology, 12, 100222. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jeconc.2026.100222
Maher, C.A., McNealey, R.L.  Cui, K.* (2026)  Disabilities and Fear of Violent Crime: Correlates and Consequences. Journal of Criminal Justice, 103. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcrimjus.2026.102616
Carter, T., & McNealey, R. L. (2025). Protection motivation and cybersecurity intentions: a visual conjoint experiment. Journal of Experimental Criminology, 1-28.
McNealey, R. L., Figueroa, C.I.*, Maher, C.A. (2025) ‘Police Can’t Help You’: Exploring influences on perceptions of policing cybercrime. Journal of Criminal Justice, 101. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcrimjus.2025.102542.
McNealey, R. L., Figueroa, C.I.*, Burden, M.* (2025) Identifying Cross-Contextual Fear of Crime: A Comparison of the Victimization-Fear Relationship Between Offline and Online Contexts. Global Crime, 1-24. https://doi.org/10.1080/17440572.2025.2561662
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11292-025-09717-1
Krupa, J. M., Holt, T. J., Fisher, T., McNealey, R. L., & Holt, K. (2025). Cybercrime and Cyber Investigations: Development of a Training Curriculum for Law Enforcement Personnel. Journal of Criminal Justice Education, 1-23. https://doi.org/10.1080/10511253.2025.2596018
Deryol, R., McNealey, R. L., & Wilcox. P. (2025) “Adolescent cybervictimization in 31 countries: The gender gap, gendered opportunity, and the contextual influence of gender inequality”. Social Problems. https://doi.org/10.1093/socpro/spad049
McNealey, R. L. & Ghazi-Tehrani, A. K. (2024) Risky Digital Behavior or Risky Digital Places? Victimization Risk Perception and Evaluation on the Internet. Journal of Crime & Justice. https://doi.org/10.1080/0735648X.2023.2244927
Nguyen, H., McNealey, R., & Thomas, K. J. (2024) The Contextual Generality of Crime: Workplace and Street Crime. Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency. https://doi.org/10.1177/00224278231166073
Said, I. & McNealey, R. L. (2023) Non-Consensual Distribution of Intimate Images: Exploring the Role of Social and Legal Attitudes in Victimization and Offending. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. https://doi.org/10.1177%2F08862605221122834
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EDITED BOOK CHAPTERS
2023	McNealey, R. L. & Lee, J. R. (2023). The Illicit Stolen Data Market. In Byrne, J. & Hummer, D. (Eds.) Handbook on Technology & Crime. Edward Elgar Publishing.
2019	McNealey, R. L. (2019). TOR (The Onion Router) Network. In Reichel, P. (Ed.) Global Crime: An Encyclopedia of Cyber Theft, Weapons Sales, and Other Illicit International Activity. ABC-CLIO.

CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION
2025	McNealey R. L. (Panel Chair) Research on the State of Cybercrime and Law Enforcement Capability in the United States [Conference Panel] 2025 ASC Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., United States.
2025	McNealey, R. L. (presenter), Fisher, T., Holt, T.J., Holt, K., Krupa, J. Addressing the Cyber Dark Figure of Crime: Examining cybervictimization, place, and reporting behaviors. [Conference Presentation]. 2025 ASC Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., United States.
2025	Cui, K., McNealey, R. L. Playing It Safe: Comparing Online Precautionary Measures of Cyber Offenders and Victims [Conference Presentation]. 2025 ACJS Annual Meeting, Denver, CO, United States. 
2024	McNealey, R. L. (presenter) Examining the Relationship Between Rurality, Digital Distress, and Cybervictimization Experiences of U.S. Adults [Conference Presentation]. 2024 ASC Annual Meeting, San Fransisco, CA, United States.
2024	McNealey, R. L. (presenter), Ingham, C., Burden, M. Cross-Contextual Victimization & Fear [Conference Presentation]. 2024 Human Factor of Cybercrime Conference, Montreal, Quebec, Canada. 
2023	McNealey, R. L. (presenter) & Fisher, T. Investigating the Cross-Contextual Online and Offline Victim-Offender Overlap Among U.S. Adults [Conference Presentation]. 2023 ASC Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA, United States.
2022	McNealey, R. L. (presenter) Communities & Digital Crime: Identifying the Links Between Community-Level Internet Technology and Cyber Offending [Conference Presentation]. Annual Human Factor in Cybercrime Conference, Clearwater, FL, United States.
2022	McNealey, R. L. (presenter) Communities, Collective Efficacy, & Cybercrime: Identifying Links Between Urbanicity, Collective Efficacy, and Cyberoffending [Conference Presentation]. 2022 ASC Annual  Meeting, Atlanta, GA, United States.
2022	Iman Said (presenter) & McNealey, R. L. Non-Consensual Image Sharing Behavior Among College Students [Conference Presentation]. 2022 Annual Meeting of the Society for the Study of Social Problems.
2022	Iman Said (presenter) & McNealey, R. L. Non-Consensual Image Sharing Behavior Among College Students [Conference Presentation]. 2nd PSU/UMD/UPENN Virtual Mini-Conference.
2021 	McNealey, R. L. (presenter) Does Digital Location Matter? Measuring Risk Perception of Computer-Focused Victimization on the Internet [Conference Presentation]. Annual Human Factor in Cybercrime Conference, Virtual. (Session recording available online)
2021	McNealey, R. L. (presenter), Nguyen, H., & Thomas, K. Workplace Crime: On the Contextual Generality of Criminal Behavior [Conference Presentation]. 2021 ASC Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL, United States.
2021	McNealey, R. L. (presenter) Risky Digital Behavior or Risky Digital Places? Victimization Risk Perception and Evaluation on the Internet [Lightning round]. PSU/UMD/UPENN Virtual Mini-Conference.
2021	McNealey, R. L. (presenter) Risky Business on the Internet: Using quasi-experimental vignette design to measure perceived risk of malware victimization [Conference session]. 2020 ASC Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., United States. (Conference canceled).
2018	McNealey, R. L. (presenter) & Ghazi-Tehrani, A. K. Seeking a Relationship Between Socioeconomic Status, Internet Use, and Malware [Conference session]. 2018 ASC Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA, United States.
TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Instructor of Record
Michigan State University School of Criminal Justice
	CJ 879: Interpersonal Cybercrimes, SCJ Online Master’s Program
	CJ 875: Digital Forensic Investigations, SCJ Online Master’s Program
Penn State University Department of Sociology & Criminology
Fall 2019/22		CRIM250W Lab: Research Methods
Spring 2020
Summer 2022	CRIM100: Introduction to Criminal Justice
Invited Lectures
2025	“Image-Based Cybervictimization: Scams, frauds, and emerging threats”, Michigan State University, Scams and Frauds (CJ 491-003)
2025	“Crime in a Digital Society: Understanding cybercrime and its impacts”, Michigan State University, Families, Law, and Social Policy (ISS 308)
2024	“Cybercrime & the Individual: Understanding Cyber Victimization & Offending”, Penn State University; Women & Justice undergraduate course (3 sections).
2024	“Digital Criminology: Perspectives on Emerging Forms of Crime”, Penn State University; Introduction to Criminology undergraduate course.
2024	“Digital Criminology: Perspectives on Emerging Forms of Crime”, Purdue University; Criminological Theory undergraduate course.
UNIVERSITY & DEPARTMENT SERVICE
Michigan State University, School of Criminal Justice
2025		Chair; Kexin Cui Guidance Committee
2025		Member; Narelle Hickmon Guidance Committee
2025		Member; SCJ Faculty Advisory Committee
2025		Member; SCJ Theory Qualifying Papers Committee
2024		Chair; Bylaws Committee
2024	Member & Affirmative Action Advocate; Tenure-track Assistant Professor Hiring Committee
2024	Member; Makayla Burden Dissertation Committee
2024		Member; Post-doc Hiring Committee
2023		Member, Bylaws Committee
The Pennsylvania State University, Department of Sociology & Criminology
2022-2023 	Criminology Journal Club – Coordinator
2022-2023 	Ph.D. Program Recruitment Committee – Member & Co-chair
2022-2023	Social Events Committee – Member 
2021-2023      Coding & Data Committee – Member & PRI Methods Workshops Coordinator



AD HOC JOURNAL REVIEWS
Criminology										 	(1)
Deviant Behavior									 	(1)
Victims & Behavior									 	(1)
Sociological Spectrum								 	(1)
Palgrave MacMillan Cyber Series							 	(1)
Journal of Crime & Justice								 	(1)
International Journal of Web-Based Communities					 	(1)
Journal of Research in Crime & Delinquency						(1)
Journal of Criminal Justice									(2)
Humanities & Social Science Communication						(2)
Global Crime											(2)
International Journal of Bullying Prevention							(1)
Victims & Offenders										(1)
Routledge Publishing										(1)
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse									(1)

SURVEY DESIGN & DATA COLLECTION
2025	“Assessing the Prevalence of Cybercrime Offending” (funded) – designed by Drs. Taylor Fisher, Thomas Holt, & Rachel McNealey, survey of U.S. adults distributed via Centiment.
2025	“Assessing the Impact of AI on Behavior” (funded) – designed by Drs. Taylor Fisher, Thomas Holt, Rachel McNealey, and Cooper Maher, survey of U.S. adults distributed via Qualtrics.
2025	“Assessing Cybersecurity Among Agricultural Producers” (funded) – designed by Drs. Thomas Holt & Rachel McNealey, survey of U.S. agricultural producers distributed via industry networks.
2025	“Exploring Michigan K-12 Educational Institution Cybersecurity Practices” (funded) – designed by Drs. Taylor Fisher, Thomas Holt, and Rachel McNealey, survey of Michigan school district IT leaders distributed via listserv.
2025 	“Cyber-Investigative Experience and Training Survey (Campus Police)” - designed by Drs. Jeff Rojek, Tom Holt, & Rachel McNealey, national-level survey of campus law enforcement agencies distributed via email.
2025	“Understanding Risk, Procedural Fairness, & Protective Behaviors Online” – designed by Drs. Rachel McNealey & Travis Carter, distributed via Qualtrics.
2025	“Assessing Cybercrime Victimization and Reporting Among Michigan Residents” (funded) – designed by Drs. Rachel McNealey, Taylor Fisher, & Tom Holt, distributed via Centiment.
2024	“Cyber-Investigative Expertise and Training Survey” (funded) – designed by Drs. Jeff Rojek, Tom Holt, & Rachel McNealey, national-level survey of law enforcement distributed via mail.
2021	“Reactions to Crime” – designed by Rachel McNealey & Principal Investigator Dr. Pam Wilcox, distributed by YouGov
2021	“Non-Consensual Image Sharing Among College Students” – designed by Rachel McNealey & Iman Said, distributed at Penn State University
2019	“Routine Activities and Malware Online” (funded) – designed by Rachel McNealey & overseen by Dr. Erin Kearns, distributed via Amazon MTurk

STATISTICAL METHODS TRAINING
Structural Equation Models with Latent Variables ICPSR Summer Program 2022, Dr. Sandra Marquart-Pyatt, July 18 – August 12, 2022.
Causal Inference and Research Design, Dr. Scott Cunningham. May 5-7, 2020.

AWARDS, HONORS, & SUPPORT
2023	Honorable Mention: Penn State Criminology Graduate Student Research Paper Competition
2019-2021	Graduate Scholar Award, The Pennsylvania State University Department of Sociology & Criminology
2019-2023	Full Tuition Remission and Graduate Assistantship, The Pennsylvania State University Department of Sociology & Criminology
Graduate Research Assistant to Drs. Holly Nguyen & Pam Wilcox
2018	Conference Travel Grant, The University of Alabama Graduate School
2017-2019	Full Tuition Remission and Graduate Assistantship, The University of Alabama Department of Criminology & Criminal Justice
Graduate Teaching Assistant to Drs. Diana Summers & Matthew Dolliver
2013	Alpha Lambda Delta National Academic Honor Society
2013	The University of Alabama Scholar Award (Tuition Scholarship)
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