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AI USE COMPACT: USE OF GENERATIVE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI) IN GRADUATE EDUCATION
This document is meant to serve as a starting point for discussions and agreements surrounding the use of generative AI in graduate training activities and assessments. In particular, the positive and negative impacts of AI use merit special consideration as they apply to data analysis and the preparation of manuscripts, the comprehensive exam/dissertation proposal and the dissertation. Faculty advisors should, in consultation with grad program/unit leadership, provide students with guidelines regarding which uses of generative AI are considered appropriate, beneficial, and permitted, versus which uses are destructive, unethical, or prohibited.

POSITIVE IMPACTS OF GENERATIVE AI
· Proofreading – AI could provide sophisticated feedback on language use, which could be particularly helpful for those using English as a second language.
· Visuals – AI could provide schematics or cartoons more easily than drawing and more customizable than image databases.
· Formatting – AI could enhance document appearance and overall style aesthetics.
· Time saving – AI could help save time and minimize tedium performing everyday tasks including routine calculations, code, or tasks.
· Skills development – mastery of the ethical and effective use of AI platforms may build transferrable sills and augment career preparation.

NEGATIVE IMPACTS OF GENERATIVE AI
· Environmental impacts – The use of AI typically requires greater energy than non-AI computation. This can lead to increased water usage and increased carbon emissions.
· Intellectual property impacts – The use of AI typically involves sharing documents, figures, and/or data, which could be confidential or proprietary.
· Ethical impacts – The use of AI poses risks of plagiarism, error, bias, and inappropriate sharing of confidential material. 
· Training impacts – The use of AI impinges on student training in critical thinking, analytical reasoning, persuasive writing, arguing from evidence.
· Economic impacts – increased energy costs and decreased human costs could have unpredicted economic effects.

COLLEGE OF NATURAL SCIENCE AI USE GUIDELINES
· Only MSU-approved platforms may be used: https://ai.msu.edu/
· User must be logged into MSU-approved platform with MSU account.
· Students must follow graduate program guidelines on AI use.
· Students must consult with their primary research mentor regarding AI use and should document on page 2.
· Students should be able to explain how AI was used in their research, including which tools/models were used and which processes and algorithms are used by these tools/models.



STUDENT-SPECIFIC AI USE EXPECTATIONS
Student Name:
Student Major(s):
Faculty Advisor:
Exam/assessment/document type:

1. Describe, or provide examples of, appropriate uses of AI in the exam/assessment/document type(s) listed above.

2. How will AI use be disclosed or documented in this context?

3. Describe, or provide examples of, inappropriate uses of AI in this setting.


Name, Signature, Date (Student)



Name, Signature, Date (Advisor)
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