
Present, Exhibit, or Sponsor at the 29th
Annual Michigan Rural Health

Conference
The Michigan Center for Rural Health is accepting presentation proposals for
the 29th Annual Michigan Rural Health Conference, taking place April 23–24,
2026, at the Soaring Eagle Resort in Mt. Pleasant. Presentation topics broadly
reflect the realities of rural health in Michigan and may include workforce
development, care delivery and innovation, Rural Health Clinic operations and
sustainability, population and community health, behavioral and mental health,
health equity, and emerging issues facing rural communities. The Call for
Presentations closes December 31.
 
Exhibitor and sponsor opportunities are now open, offering organizations
the chance to engage with rural health providers, administrators, and
community partners from across Michigan. Additional conference details,
including proposal submission and participation opportunities, can be found on
our website.

Attendee registration will open in early February.

More Information

Congratulations to Michigan’s 2025 Rural
Get with The Guidelines® Award

Recipients

https://mcrh.msu.edu/news-and-events/arhc-info


The Michigan Center for Rural Health proudly congratulates the Michigan
hospitals recognized by the American Heart Association for their outstanding
achievement in the 2025 Get With The Guidelines® Rural Awards. These
hospitals have demonstrated exceptional commitment to delivering high-
quality, evidence-based care that improves outcomes for patients across rural
communities.

Stroke – Rural Gold
McLaren Northern Michigan
Memorial Healthcare
MyMichigan Medical Center – West
Branch
Munson Medical Center
ProMedica Charles and Virginia
Hickman Hospital
Scheurer Health
Corewell Health Big Rapids Hospital
Corewell Health Gerber Hospital
Corewell Health Ludington Hospital
Corewell Health Pennock Hospital
Corewell Health Reed City Hospital
Trinity Health Shelby Hospital
UP Health System Marquette

CAD – Rural ACS Bronze
Mackinac Straits Health System
Scheurer Health
 
CAD – Rural STEMI Bronze
Eaton Rapids Medical Center
Scheurer Health
 
CAD – Rural STEMI Silver
Mackinac Straits Health System
McKenzie Health System

Stroke – Rural Bronze
Aspirus Iron River Hospital
McLaren Lapeer Region
McLaren Thumb Region
MyMichigan Medical Center – Alma
MyMichigan Medical Center – Standish
 
Stroke – Rural Silver
Eaton Rapids Medical Center
McKenzie Health System
McLaren Central Michigan
MyMichigan Medical Center – Clare
MyMichigan Medical Center – Alpena
MyMichigan Medical Center – Gladwin
UP Health System Portage
Corewell Health Greenville Hospital

Heart Failure – Rural Silver
Corewell Health Big Rapids Hospital
Corewell Health Gerber Hospital
Corewell Health Greenville Hospital
Corewell Health Ludington Hospital
Corewell Health Pennock Hospital

These awards recognize hospitals that consistently deliver high-quality,
research-based care and demonstrate a strong commitment to improving
outcomes in rural communities. Get With The Guidelines®, developed by the



American Heart Association, helps hospitals put the latest evidence into
practice by standardizing care, reducing variation, and supporting continuous
quality improvement. Participation provides teams with clear metrics,
actionable data, and opportunities for national recognition—ultimately
strengthening patient care across Michigan.

Immunization Updates

Influenza Activity Rising: MDHHS Urges Immediate
Vaccination 

Influenza activity is increasing nationally and in Michigan, prompting the
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) to urge
immediate vaccination. A new H3N2 variant, subclade K, is driving early and
more intense flu activity internationally and may signal similar trends here. 
 
Despite the emergence of this variant, current-season flu vaccines continue to
provide meaningful protection, preventing 70–75% of flu-related hospital visits
in children and 30–40% in adults, according to early UK data. Michigan’s flu
vaccination rate remains low at 18%, raising concern for increased illness,
emergency department visits, and hospitalizations, especially among
unvaccinated and high-risk individuals. 
 
Last season saw more than 33,000 flu-related hospitalizations in Michigan and
the highest recorded pediatric flu mortality in the state’s history. MDHHS
recommends vaccination for everyone 6 months and older, along with
preventive measures such as staying home when sick, improving ventilation,
and practicing good hand hygiene. 

More Information

Michigan Adopts Updated Vaccine Recommendations

MDHHS has adopted updated immunization schedules from the American
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), American Academy of Family Physicians
(AAFP), and American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) as
Michigan’s standards of care. 
 
Clinicians should use the following guidance: 
• AAP schedule for children and adolescents (birth–18) 
• AAFP schedule for adults 19+ 

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/keep-mi-healthy/infectious-diseases/seasonal-respiratory-viruses
http://chrome-extension//efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP-Immunization-Schedule.pdf
https://www.aafp.org/family-physician/patient-care/prevention-wellness/immunizations-vaccines/immunization-schedules/adult-immunization-schedule.html


• ACOG schedule for pregnant individuals 
• IDSA guidance for immunocompromised children and adults 
 
These updates were endorsed by the Michigan Advisory Committee on
Immunizations (MACI) and align with MDHHS recommendations for COVID-
19, flu, and RSV for the 2025–26 season. Providers can access schedules
and VFC program resources through the MDHHS Immunization
Recommendations webpage. 

Vaccine Safety: Reinforcing the Evidence

MDHHS continues to affirm that extensive scientific research shows no causal
link between vaccines and autism. More than 40 high-quality studies
involving over 5.6 million individuals across multiple countries confirm this
conclusion. Leading national organizations, including AAP and AAFP,
continue to reinforce vaccine safety and the importance of maintaining strong
vaccination confidence. 

Do you have a story to share? Know a rural organization or individual making a
difference? Email Laura Stoddard, Social Drivers of Health Manager,
at laura.mispelon@affiliate.msu.edu, and let us share your story!

http://chrome-extension//efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.acog.org/-/media/project/acog/acogorg/files/pdfs/publications/recommended-maternal-vaccines_table-and-summary.pdf?utm_campaign=&utm_content=MaternalImmunization-Infographic_Nov2025
https://academic.oup.com/cid/article/58/3/e44/336537
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/doing-business/commissions-boards/michigan-advisory-committee-on-immunizations
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/doing-business/commissions-boards/michigan-advisory-committee-on-immunizations
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/adult-child-serv/childrenfamilies/immunizations/public/findimms
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/adult-child-serv/childrenfamilies/immunizations/immunization-recommendations-for-michigan
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/adult-child-serv/childrenfamilies/immunizations/immunization-recommendations-for-michigan
https://www.aap.org/en/news-room/news-releases/aap/2025/statement-by-aap-president-susan-j.-kressly-md-faap-on-changes-to-cdcs-website-on-autism
https://www.aafp.org/news/media-center/statements/linking-vaccines-to-autism-is-unproven-and-dangerous.html
mailto:laura.mispelon@affiliate.msu.edu


When the Northern Michigan University Center for Rural Health
(NMUCRH) celebrated its fifth anniversary in 2025, it marked not only half a
decade of vital rural health efforts in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, but also the
debut of a new initiative: the inaugural U.P. Future Health Leaders Camp (U.P.
FHLC). The 2025 camp, held in July, brought together 36 ninth- and tenth-
grade students from across the U.P. for a week of immersive health education
and career exploration on NMU’s campus, and offered a glimpse of how rural
communities may begin to close the health workforce gap.

The launch of U.P. FHLC comes at a crucial time. According to projections
from the National Center for Health Workforce Analysis, the demand for
physicians, physical therapists, dentists and dental hygienists, nurses (RNs &
LPNs), mental health counselors, and other healthcare professionals has
already, or will soon, outpace supply — especially in nonmetropolitan areas 1 .
For example, forecasts show an anticipated shortage of over 200,000
registered nurses and over 300,00 licensed practical nurses by 2037, with this
shortage being felt even more acutely in rural regions like the U.P. 1 Workforce
shortages can result in reduced access to care, increased wait times for
patients, further strain on the healthcare system, and a potential for decreased
quality of care 2 . Furthermore, with no medical, dental, or physical therapy
graduate programs in the Upper Peninsula, students must leave to pursue
further education. Financial constraints and a more limited job market may
then keep them in these more metropolitan areas, often despite motivations to
return.

The U.P. Future Health Leaders Camp could not have been more successful in
its inaugural year thanks to the collaboration and support of so many
individuals. We look forward to continuing to expand the program so that more
youth can discover new passions for healthcare, develop new connections,
and build up our workforce from within. The NMUCRH has already begun
planning for next year’s U.P. Future Health Leaders Camp. If you are
interested in participating, sponsoring, or supporting the 2026 program, please
reach out to Anna Christiansen.

Read the Full Story

 

Helping to Drive Revenue Cycle
Excellence in Michigan CAHs﻿

The Michigan Center for Rural Health is continuing its Performance
Improvement Collective (PIC) work with a focused effort on two critical revenue
cycle measures for CAHs: Clinic Accounts Receivable (AR) Days and Clean
Claims Rate. These metrics play a central role in financial stability, staff
workload, and the overall patient experience.
MCRH is partnering with Jonathan Pantenburg, Principal at Wintergreen, who
is serving as the lead consultant supporting this work.

https://nmu.edu/ruralhealth/
mailto:annchris@nmu.edu.
https://mcrh.msu.edu/news-and-events/news/2025/12/sor-dec-2025


Together, we are helping hospitals break down silos between finance, quality,
billing, and clinical operations. Participating CAHs are examining front-end
workflows, documentation practices, coding accuracy, and payer-specific
challenges that contribute to delays and claim rejections.

Early work has already identified opportunities to standardize processes,
improve staff understanding of key metrics, and strengthen communication
across departments. This collaborative, data-driven approach continues to
enhance CAH performance statewide and supports rural hospitals in building
stronger, more efficient revenue cycle operations.

Reach out to Jeff Nagy with any questions.

New Resource: RUPRI Center for Rural
Health Analysis on Preventative Care for
Rural Residents (Traditional Medicare vs.

Medicare Advantage)﻿

This policy brief examined rural and urban differences in barrier to care and
use of preventive care services among enrollees in traditional Medicare and
Medicare Advantage. We used Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey data to
examine barriers to care, such as out of pocket costs, and utilization
measures, such as flu shots and cholesterol tests, comparing rural and urban
Medicare Advantage enrollees, rural and urban traditional Medicare enrollees,
and rural traditional and Medicare Advantage enrollees. Several key findings
include:

Rural Medicare Advantage enrollees faced more barriers in accessing
health services due to cost, compared to both their urban counterparts
and to all traditional Medicare enrollees.
A higher percentage of rural Medicare Advantage enrollees reported
trouble getting care due to cost compared to rural traditional Medicare
enrollees.
A lower proportion of rural enrollees in both traditional Medicare and
Medicare Advantage received a flu shot compared to their urban
counterparts.
Female Traditional Medicare enrollees living in rural areas were the least
likely to utilize health care services compared to both their urban
counterparts and Medicare Advantage enrollees.

mailto:jeff.nagy@affiliate.msu.edu


Check out additional resources from the RUPRI Center.

Read the Full Brief

Data Tools and Resources to Understand
Key Social Drivers of Health from Poverty
Solutions at the University of Michigan 

Poverty Solutions out of the University of Michigan has a variety of tools and
resources to help local leaders understand social drivers of health in their
communities. Key resources include:

Michigan Poverty and Well-Being Map: This map combines several
indicators to provide a snapshot of poverty and well-being across
Michigan, including ALICE, Housing Cost Burdened, Without Health
Insurance and more.
The Transportation Security Index: The first validated measure of
transportation security that offers insights into who experiences
transportation insecurity and enables researchers and practitioners to
determine both the causes and consequences of transportation insecurity
as well as identify which interventions can improve this condition.
Child and Youth Homelessness Data Profiles: Child and youth
homelessness data at the county and Congressional levels. The profiles
also include data at the national, state, and school district levels.
Index of Deep Disadvantage: To understand disadvantage across the
U.S., researchers developed an Index of Deep Disadvantage using the
same data for both counties and cities, which allows for direct
comparison. This index represents a holistic look at disadvantage, using
health indicators (life expectancy, low infant birth weight), poverty metrics
(rates of poverty and deep poverty), and social mobility data (Opportunity
Insights Mobility Metrics).

 
To learn more about Poverty Solutions at the University of Michigan, visit the
website, read policy briefs and publications, and learn more about their
projects.

 

RHCs and CAHs Participating in the
Medicare Shared Savings Program

https://rupri.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_content=Image%3A%20RUPRI%20-%20Rural%20Health%20Policy%20Institute&utm_source=d.pubhealth.rupri&utm_campaign=RUPRI%20Center%20Announcements&utm_id=1186247592.1474579872
https://rupri.public-health.uiowa.edu/publications/policybriefs/2025/Impact%20of%20High%20Hospital%20Fixed-Cost%20Ratios.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_content=The+Impact+of+High+Hospital+Fixed-Cost+Ratios+on+Rural+Populations&utm_source=d.pubhealth.rupri&utm_campaign=RUPRI+Center+Announcements&utm_id=1186247592.1474579872
https://poverty.umich.edu/research-funding-opportunities/data-tools/michigan-poverty-well-being-map/
https://poverty.umich.edu/research-funding-opportunities/data-tools/the-transportation-security-index/
https://poverty.umich.edu/research-funding-opportunities/data-tools/child-and-youth-homelessness-in-the-united-states-data-profiles/
https://poverty.umich.edu/research-funding-opportunities/data-tools/understanding-communities-of-deep-disadvantage/
https://poverty.umich.edu/
https://poverty.umich.edu/
https://poverty.umich.edu/research-funding-opportunities/publications/
https://poverty.umich.edu/research-funding-opportunities/projects/


(MSSP): Characteristics of the Providers
and Communities 

Since the launch of the Medicare Shared Savings Program (MSSP), the
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services has implemented several changes
aimed at broadening the program’s appeal and impact. These updates are
credited with increasing the number of Rural Health Clinics (RHCs) and Critical
Access Hospitals (CAHs) choosing to participate in MSSP. 
 
Key Findings: 

In 2023, approximately one-third of RHCs (35.9 percent) and CAHs (33.4
percent) participated in MSSP. 
Provider-based RHCs had a much higher participation rate (42.7 percent)
compared to free-standing RHCs (23.3 percent). 
Participating CAHs and RHCs tend to be larger organizations, with bigger
staff sizes, more patient encounters, and stronger finances, including
higher revenue and lower expenses. 

More Information

Michigan’s Updated Resource for Aging
Drivers

Older Michigan residents want to maintain their independence, and for many
that means continuing to drive. By using smart self-management techniques to
review their driving skills, older drivers can keep driving longer while limiting
risks to themselves and others. 
Michigan's Guide for Aging Drivers and Their Families was developed to
improve older-driver safety by providing aging drivers as well as their families
and caregivers with information about the licensing process, resources that
help maintain safe driving, suggest alternative transportation options and
more. The guide instructs aging drivers on how best to maintain their driver's
license for as long as it is safe for them and others on the road. 

Learn More

https://files.constantcontact.com/ad8db403301/9cdd9eb4-9529-4ba3-b987-2d279eaebd4d.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/en/agingdriver/michigans-guide-for-aging-drivers-and-their-families


Michigan HARA and COC Contact Lists:
New Referral Resources for RHCs

The State of Michigan has released updated contact lists for Housing
Assessment and Resource Agencies (HARAs) and Continuum of Care (COC).
These networks serve as key entry points for individuals seeking housing
support and can help Rural Health Clinics connect patients to local services
more efficiently. 
 
HARAs act as county-level hubs for assessing housing needs and directing
individuals to appropriate assistance. COCs bring together regional partners to
coordinate housing and homelessness services, offering an important pathway
for stronger community referrals. These new contact lists make it easier for
clinics to identify local partners and strengthen connections to essential
housing resources. 

HARA Information

CoC Information

Expand Your Expertise in Quality and
Patient Safety with Free Access to IHI

Open School

Members of the Michigan Critical Access Hospital Quality Network have a
special opportunity to deepen their knowledge of patient safety and quality

https://www.michigan.gov/mshda/-/media/Project/Websites/mshda/homeless/contact-lists/MSHDA-HARA-Contact-List-PDF.pdf?rev=daf07545672e4a33a893f20ab40cf275&hash=9D4DCD1847DCC9D67EFC59A13B846653
https://www.michigan.gov/mshda/-/media/Project/Websites/mshda/homeless/contact-lists/MSHDA-CoC-and-LPB-Contact-List-PDF.pdf


improvement through the Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI) Open
School.

Through the Michigan Center for Rural Health free spots are available for
members to complete a curated series of online learning modules and earn the
Basic Certificate in Quality and Safety. These self-paced, interactive courses
build foundational skills that strengthen quality improvement work in rural
healthcare settings, making them an excellent fit for both new and experienced
team members.

MCRH encourages hospital quality leaders to take advantage of this
opportunity to stay current with best practices that drive improved outcomes for
patients. This program offers practical, applicable tools for day-to-day
improvement efforts while also providing nationally recognized certification.
Participants who complete the required modules will earn the IHI Basic
Certificate in Quality and Safety, a credential that demonstrates commitment to
excellence in patient care.

To learn more or reserve your free spot, contact Amanda St. Martin, Hospital
Programs Manager, at amanda.saintmartin@affiliate.msu.edu.   

Rx Kids Opens Application Process for
Michigan Communities 

Rx Kids, a groundbreaking maternal and infant health initiative, is inviting
Michigan communities to apply to become future program sites as part of its
next phase of statewide expansion. Led by the Michigan State University
Pediatric Public Health Initiative, in collaboration with Poverty Solutions at the
University of Michigan and administered by the nonprofit GiveDirectly, Rx Kids
provides no-strings-attached cash prescriptions to pregnant individuals and
families with newborns in designated high-need communities. Participants
receive $1,500 during pregnancy, followed by $500 per month during a baby’s
first 6 or 12 months, depending on the program model selected.
 
Rx Kids is designed to reduce financial stress during pregnancy and early
childhood—periods that are critical for lifelong health and development.
Evidence from similar guaranteed-income models shows improvements in
maternal and infant health outcomes, increased household stability, and
positive ripple effects for local economies.
 
With strong state investment and growing local partnerships, Rx Kids aims to
reach thousands of Michigan babies over the next three years, focusing on
communities facing the greatest economic and health challenges. To ensure

https://my.ihi.org/portal/content/knowledge/openschool-courses.aspx
https://my.ihi.org/portal/content/knowledge/openschool-courses.aspx
mailto:amanda.saintmartin@affiliate.msu.edu.
https://rxkids.org/


maximum impact, fidelity, and scalability, Rx Kids operates as a plug-and-play
program. Centralized oversight covers administration, fundraising, marketing
and communications, and evaluation—allowing communities to focus on
outreach, engagement, and celebration.
 
Each participating community identifies:

One Community Champion to serve as the local point person, and
Unlimited Rx Kids Stakeholders to support outreach, enrollment, and
community engagement.

 
The State of Michigan has committed $250 million over three years to Rx Kids,
enabling significant expansion into additional high-need communities. This
investment also reduces the amount of non-state matching funds required for
local participation, making the program more accessible than ever. Rx Kids
funding is structured as a public-private partnership, blending state dollars with
contributions from municipalities, foundations, nonprofits, corporations, and
individual donors.
 
In anticipation of launching dozens of new Rx Kids sites in 2026, the Rx Kids
team is excited to share this open application opportunity with Michigan
communities.

Please note that applications are still open, as RX Kids and other organizations
navigate recent funding cancelations by the Michigan House Appropriations
Committee late last week.
 
Next Steps for Interested Communities
Request a Funding Summary
Communities can begin by completing a short form to receive a customized
Funding Summary, which includes:

Estimated number of births
Medicaid birth rate
Required match funding for either the Prenatal + 6-month or Prenatal +
12-month program model

 
Submit a Community Application
Identified Community Champions must complete the full Community
Application by February 14 .
Not ready to apply? The next open application process is planned for Summer
2026.
 
How Applications Will Be Evaluated

Applications will be considered based on three core criteria:
1. Is the community high-need?
2. Are the required matching funds committed?
3. Is there demonstrated community interest and an identified Community

Champion?

A recording of the informational webinar is available for communities
seeking additional details.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSee_3MilCXbVhWSVDKcD2dA24OPxYPubNt532h19NIDO_j37g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSee_3MilCXbVhWSVDKcD2dA24OPxYPubNt532h19NIDO_j37g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe_W2OBrQ3EVfn0XRuH_tc0v1lgwKWq4ukCunyoYnnI0ze9Eg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe_W2OBrQ3EVfn0XRuH_tc0v1lgwKWq4ukCunyoYnnI0ze9Eg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe_W2OBrQ3EVfn0XRuH_tc0v1lgwKWq4ukCunyoYnnI0ze9Eg/viewform
https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/Michigan+Rx+Kids+Expansion%3A+Webinar+for+Interested+Communities/1_6j7ara0m/395329713
https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/Michigan+Rx+Kids+Expansion%3A+Webinar+for+Interested+Communities/1_6j7ara0m/395329713


 
For questions or support, please contact rx-kids@msu.edu.

New Rural Health GoingPro Talent Fund
Awardees Announced!

The Going PRO Talent Fund makes awards to employers to assist in training,
developing and retaining current and newly hired employees. Training funded
by the Going PRO Talent Fund must be short-term and fill a demonstrated
talent need experienced by the employer. Training must lead to a credential for
a skill that is transferable and recognized by industry.
 
The state of Michigan has shared businesses and organizations across the
state who have been awarded funds for the FY26 Cycle 1. The Michigan
Center for Rural Health would like to congratulate our friends in rural
healthcare all across rural Michigan who have been awarded training funds:
 

Aspire Rural Health System
Harbor Beach Community Hospital - Harbor Beach
Scheurer Health Pigeon
Bronson South Haven Hospital
Bronson Commons
Hillsdale Hospital
Aspirus Ironwood Hospital
St Francis Hospital - Escanaba
UP Health System- Bell - Ishpeming
UP Health System- Portage - Hancock
Up Health System- Marquette

 
Congratulations and happy training to these rural partners! For any questions
regarding GoingPro, reach out to our Workforce Initiative Manager, Kyra
Burkeen. 

MBQIP Upcoming Deadlines, Reporting
Reminders, and Resources

mailto:rx-kids@msu.edu
https://www.michigan.gov/leo/bureaus-agencies/wd/programs-services/going-pro-talent-fund
mailto:kyra.burkeen@affiliate.msu.edu
mailto:kyra.burkeen@affiliate.msu.edu


MBQIP Data Submission Deadlines
MCRH continues to provide monthly Medicare Beneficiary Quality
Improvement Project (MBQIP) updates that will help improve the quality of
care provided in Critical Access Hospitals (CAHs).
 
Resource Updates for Critical Access Hospitals that reflect the new MBQIP
Core Measure Set  
 
MBQIP Navigator

Updated to remove the SD0H-1 and SDOH-2 measures
 
 MBQIP Information Guide

Updated to remove the SDOH-1 and SDOH-2 measures as well as
outdated MBQIP 2025 language 

 
Monthly MBQIP Data Submission Deadlines

Updated monthly with MBQIP data submission deadlines. The SDOH-1
and SDOH-2 measures have been removed from this resource.  

 
Data Submission Guides
These guides provide detailed instructions for submitting MBQIP measure
data. They include measure details, linked trainings and step-by-step data
submission instructions for the measure:

Hybrid-Hospital Wide Readmissions Data Submission Guide
Safe Use of Opioids-Concurrent Prescribing Data Submission Guide
CAH Quality Infrastructure Submission Guide
MBQIP Navigator

 
UPCOMING DEADLINES:  
December 2025 Upcoming MBQIP Deadlines  
 
January 14, 2026  
Hospital Consumer Assessment of Healthcare Providers and Systems
(HCAHPS) Q3 2025 encounters (7/1/25-9/30/25) is due January 14, 2026.
Submission is through the HQR Secure Portal-Vendor. Quality Assurance
Guidelines V.19.0  
 
February 2, 2026   

https://www.telligen.com/rqita/mbqip-measures/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.telligen.com/rqita/mbqip-measures/__;!!HXCxUKc!0ZipPu1Ak1HbunxoPqanEsOUxrmFUFulNyxBLQl2VHKY3QkjcIstIqAEdpP5u-Eg9PQ8KB0-mPr1oJywXUZMdJG7Tgz3m8yUjcCArbcSww6lfad8Qg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.telligen.com/rqita/data-reporting/__;!!HXCxUKc!0ZipPu1Ak1HbunxoPqanEsOUxrmFUFulNyxBLQl2VHKY3QkjcIstIqAEdpP5u-Eg9PQ8KB0-mPr1oJywXUZMdJG7Tgz3m8yUjcCArbcSww60rfz8XA$
https://www.telligen.com/rqita/data-submission-guides/
https://www.telligen.com/rqita/data-submission-guides/
https://www.telligen.com/rqita/data-submission-guides/
https://www.telligen.com/rqita/data-submission-guides/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/hcahpsonline.org/en/quality-assurance/__;!!HXCxUKc!ynVNcQKQpszu7E8bGRYuf4SNBFwt-Vcn52xRmtzOLbpWQ3Nr9l6X6GMtRVfDNT2nIuKm93_LVxLlfzB4bzKcdFOKrqzfIBFvQmMeiTQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/hcahpsonline.org/en/quality-assurance/__;!!HXCxUKc!ynVNcQKQpszu7E8bGRYuf4SNBFwt-Vcn52xRmtzOLbpWQ3Nr9l6X6GMtRVfDNT2nIuKm93_LVxLlfzB4bzKcdFOKrqzfIBFvQmMeiTQ$


Emergency Department Transfer Communication (EDTC) Q4 2025
encounters (10/1/25-12/31/25) are due February 2, 2026. Connect with
Crystal Barter @ barthcry@msu.edu for submission process details.
 
February 2, 2026   
Reporting Median time from ED arrival to ED departure (OP-18) Q3 2025
encounters (7/1/2025-9/30/2025) is due February 2, 2025. Submission is
through the HQR Secure Portal-Outpatient. Previous CART users
may enter abstractions into the HQR abstraction tool. Outpatient Quality
Reporting Specifications version 18.0a  
 
March 1, 2026
Antibiotic Stewardship CY 2025 is due March 1, 2026. Submission is
through the NHSN Secure Portal. Antibiotic Stewardship Resources
 
March 2, 2026
Safe Use of Opioids- Concurrent Prescribing CY 2025 encounters is due
March 2, 2025. Specifications CMS eCQM ID CMS506v6. Submission is
through the HQR Secure Portal. This measure is a MBQIP and an eCQM
measure. 

﻿Upcoming MCRH Educational
Events

Grand Rounds:

Wednesday, January 28 | 12 - 1 pm ET
Veterans Series Grand Rounds – more info to come soon!
Speaker: Adam McGuire, PhD
Register Here
CE for social work, nursing, and community health workers. Physicians and other
professionals can self-claim 1.0 hours. 

Tuesday, February 3 | 12 - 1 pm ET – New Behavioral Health 3-part series!
Behavioral Health Grand Rounds: Initial Level of Care Assessments in Addiction
Treatment
Speaker Gennie Groover, MSW
Register Here
CE for social work and addiction professionals (NASW-MI and MCBAP). Other
professions can use the certificate to self-claim 1.0 hours.

Friday, February 27 | 1 - 2 pm ET
Oral Health Grand Rounds: Improving Oral Health Access for Veterans
Speaker: Holli Seabury, EdD
Register Here
CE for dental providers: dentists, dental hygienists, dental therapists, and dental
assistants. CE for nursing, social work, and community health workers. Other
professionals can use the certificate to self-claim hours.

Project ECHO:

mailto:barthcry@msu.edu
https://qualitynet.cms.gov/outpatient/specifications-manuals#tab1
https://qualitynet.cms.gov/outpatient/specifications-manuals#tab1
https://www.telligen.com/rqita/antibiotic-stewardship/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ecqi.healthit.gov/ecqm/eh/2024/cms0506v6?qt-tabs_measure=measure-information__;!!HXCxUKc!waB5SbDn2FK8Wu-A8cK3C8Gp02bj2r6M-_3xpz41qmxPNv0vHRVP9qdPX-c2SuDy_vwwXzf0HOwwdDHdrjMG2cDztAJnLA$
https://msu.zoom.us/meeting/register/aUOa2u16Qdi4Mxcx-53u9Q#/registration
https://msu.zoom.us/meeting/register/LgELe_EQSk2GGUfPDKSNVQ#/registration
https://msu.zoom.us/meeting/register/LgELe_EQSk2GGUfPDKSNVQ#/registration


Diabetes ECHO
January 20 | 12 - 1 pm ET – Diabetes and Mental Health Distress
Speaker: Kim Pfotenhauer, DO
To register, email Renee Calkins: renee.calkins@affiliate.msu.edu
CME available! Physicians, PAs, and nurses can use CME for license renewal.

Infectious Disease – more info to come soon! 

﻿ADDITIONAL NEWS & RESOURCES:
﻿RURAL EMERGENCY HOSPITALS:
Thinking of Converting to REH? Key Observations from Financial Modeling

Updated Guidance for Rural Emergency Hospitals (REHs)

PALLIATIVE CARE:
Access to Outpatient Palliative Care: Insights from Michigan

TELEHEALTH:
Expanding Dental Care to Children Through Telehealth 

Building Michigan’s State Broadband Plan

New Resource – Fact Sheet from Center for Connected Health Policy on telehealth related
changes under the Proposed 2026 Physician Fee Schedule (PFS)

Reminder – Telehealth Resources (telehealth basics, telehealth coverage, payment parity, state
specific resources) from the Upper Midwest Telehealth Resource Center

HOSPITAL PROGRAMS:
Michigan Value Collaboration Rural Health Workgroup July Meeting

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Rural Emergency Hospital Specifications
Manual version 3.0 

PRIMARY CARE:
CMS Enhancing Coverage of Preventive Services Under the Affordable Care Act 

CMS Finalizes New Model to Improve Access to Kidney Transplants

Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) Funding: Improving Mental and Behavioral
Health – Letters of Intent January 14

CMS Announces New Lower Drug Prices for 2026 / Negotiated Pricing Fact Sheet

CMS Innovation in Behavioral Health Model

New Changes to Behavioral Health Intensive Outpatient Program Coverage in Medicare

Medicare Advantage Plan Growth in Rural America: Availability of Supplemental Benefits

SOCIAL DRIVERS OF HEALTH:
Updated Michigan Overdose Data to Action Dashboard

HHS Launches New "Food as Medicine" Resources

The U.S. Playbook to Address Social Determinants of Health

MiTracking Program: Michigan-specific environmental, health & population data

Geographic and Demographic Correlates of Living in Manufactured Homes: Implications for
Health

SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER:

mailto:renee.calkins@affiliate.msu.edu
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNtcy5nb3YvZmlsZXMvZG9jdW1lbnQvcXNvLTI0LTIwLXJlaC5wZGYiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwOTEyLjMxNzQ2MSJ9.rtrkW44-DZc9tLJXWokS4ozDRw7x5s3xbSt8w4MjHxE/s/215089324/br/249019833253-l__;!!HXCxUKc!1QzPqLYqvEz3bwbK9d-2a4CoA2nT1FVhR7_7eRxEqHQjS7GL7pRe-dlvDx9x6wuCB68xxvb9qS7qHvqAIYD5mbKvsOigBg$
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https://itif.org/publications/2024/07/01/building-michigans-state-broadband-plan-with-jessica-randall/
https://telehealthresourcecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/PROPOSED-2026-PHYSICIAN-FEE-SCHEDULE-FINAL.pdf
https://telehealthresourcecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/PROPOSED-2026-PHYSICIAN-FEE-SCHEDULE-FINAL.pdf
https://www.umtrc.org/resources/reimbursement/understanding-telehealth-payment-and-coverage-parity/?back=resources
https://www.umtrc.org/resources/reimbursement/understanding-telehealth-payment-and-coverage-parity/?back=resources
https://telehealthresourcecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/PROPOSED-2026-PHYSICIAN-FEE-SCHEDULE-FINAL.pdf
https://umich.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwufuCurTsqHd28JdGRq7LJxj7oxF_tRbyU#/registration
https://qualitynet.cms.gov/reh/specifications-manuals
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https://www.pcori.org/funding-opportunities/announcement/improving-mental-and-behavioral-health-topical-pcori-funding-announcement-cycle-1-2025
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNtcy5nb3YvbmV3c3Jvb20vcHJlc3MtcmVsZWFzZXMvbmVnb3RpYXRpbmctbG93ZXItZHJ1Zy1wcmljZXMtd29ya3Mtc2F2ZXMtYmlsbGlvbnM_bWt0X3Rvaz1OekV3TFZwTVRDMDJOVEVBQUFHVTlxbG5HMGNNcDY2ZkRYbUFJeHpjLUg0QVhLQW9EamNibTdIa0VIMXE3bVFmQTVZV1ZEa2xWc1dHU1BJYlduUHhPQXB2LTBVWl93UGtLMUVnWENOMDQxYW50b1BQQnE5X1RidXVrdVhqYXNRS3FnIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDgyMi45OTM2ODg0MSJ9.Dkqubl0IskTQPQaBOUrHa4DJ_SvadiSweYAFQjJ5-NY/s/215089324/br/247808776550-l__;!!HXCxUKc!zVWZEJ4nSaK9eFTKGb6VayXzU5tEhbcTmxx6ISlhvE3oz4r8_UTzU4DWve8TAOxDGxypqsdwR0tdJTOMy-03aHTW68SA6A$
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/fact-sheet-negotiated-prices-initial-price-applicability-year-2026.pdf?mkt_tok=NzEwLVpMTC0
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxNDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNtcy5nb3YvcHJpb3JpdGllcy9pbm5vdmF0aW9uL2lubm92YXRpb24tbW9kZWxzL2lubm92YXRpb24tYmVoYXZpb3JhbC1oZWFsdGgtaWJoLW1vZGVsIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDgwOC45ODc2ODAyMSJ9.OG7X3mneYGPBfhwt3OfNxK7jgZBql528zZHXyQ2scqI/s/2155941565/br/247126361747-l__;!!HXCxUKc!wFgJSoY9l0EQ-Rd-Xqo2vc8Rs6elzocS9UqqnH4s-XcIsbOadr_UK3mIeAqWmyauUMwy4KUQPzvf_2-3vDfVmP8$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNoY3Mub3JnL3Jlc291cmNlL25ldy1jaGFuZ2VzLXRvLWludGVuc2l2ZS1vdXRwYXRpZW50LXByb2dyYW0tY292ZXJhZ2UvIzp-OnRleHQ9V2l0aCUyMENNUyUyNyUyMDIwMjQlMjBmaW5hbCUyMHJ1bGUsY2VudGVyJTJDJTIwb3IlMjBydXJhbCUyMGhlYWx0aCUyMGNsaW5pYy4iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwODA4Ljk4NzY4MDIxIn0.2haMsZeg2oisystM8ZVwU766cUs2fmlNN16iw56hUXs/s/2155941565/br/247126361747-l__;!!HXCxUKc!wFgJSoY9l0EQ-Rd-Xqo2vc8Rs6elzocS9UqqnH4s-XcIsbOadr_UK3mIeAqWmyauUMwy4KUQPzvf_2-3bu3v1cU$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnJ1cmFsaGVhbHRocmVzZWFyY2gub3JnL2FsZXJ0cy82MTIiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNTA5Ljk0NTM0OTQxIn0.FR8Huueybvo8zbfgqF5ljzSvXxYCah0bOfWoAuuDW8c/s/215089324/br/242121204245-l__;!!HXCxUKc!xhNDbkoAwybzTSgeBohFtIX4Ea-DM0KUxq3S2j1ObCpwPt3uMoi2NvlVuWs_3KXuNXE0IW7AJ2QGIp8jxfLHPK8BIOTkyg$
https://www.michigan.gov/opioids/category-data?utm_campaign=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vaGVhbHRoLmdvdi9mb29kaXNtZWRpY2luZSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDEwMDkuMTY0MDkyMSJ9.kRo4SxjdgE8TExqUGqHBNfoC4sSIy8N_xDwBsGfO-EY/s/2954806006/br/250680356775-l__;!!HXCxUKc!0GUF5pMur-m0K_hsAlKto2JBl8F726OazPvrTUYcm-lKCiJGP-vQ0FPTbEStHL4kQ-PFKRNzpEm8EUPYkiwggDAO_5LYbZ3_nHM$
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/SDOH-Playbook-3.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-prev/environmental-health/topics/mitracking
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fwww.ruralhealthresearch.org*2Falerts*2F669/1/01010197f9adfb18-3a808e86-e00e-4830-891f-197e54fbb795-000000/IqybrVs3nV-JG1nnRznKX3Sa9QL5gh9mg3MAZCY1WnQ=413__;JSUlJQ!!HXCxUKc!wfDJE6Ry_KuAhTuJoCbq1UTteWRTcQagE_zNRoGRCeya6fVfmr6zWWnKcsp8qsgstXH_qlotov5PrafHDKH-gTOcEL6axQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fwww.ruralhealthresearch.org*2Falerts*2F669/1/01010197f9adfb18-3a808e86-e00e-4830-891f-197e54fbb795-000000/IqybrVs3nV-JG1nnRznKX3Sa9QL5gh9mg3MAZCY1WnQ=413__;JSUlJQ!!HXCxUKc!wfDJE6Ry_KuAhTuJoCbq1UTteWRTcQagE_zNRoGRCeya6fVfmr6zWWnKcsp8qsgstXH_qlotov5PrafHDKH-gTOcEL6axQ$
https://attcnetwork.org/take-10-transforming-care-for-women-with-substance-use-disorders-suds-and-their-families-webinar-series/


Take 10! Transforming Care for Women with Substance Use Disorders (SUDs) and Their
Families Webinar Series

Opioid Settlement Resource Center - The Michigan Association of Counties (micounties.org)

Opioid Settlement Overview Table

Recovery-Ready Workplace Toolkit for Businesses

Rural Communities Opioid Response Program – Pathways

WORKFORCE:

Behavioral Health Workforce Education and Training Program for Paraprofessionals

Statewide Investment Helps Youth Explore Future Careers In Michigan

Mental Health in the Rural Workplace

Navigating Workplace Violence: Safety Strategies for Managing Agitation and Aggression

VETERANS:

Early Alert is a free wellness service offering connection and resources for anyone who as ever
served in the military! 

Sign up for Veterans Health Updates

Sign up for the VA Office of Rural Health (ORH) quarterly newsletter

Federal EHR helps catch lung cancer earlier for Veterans - VA News

Beware: Scammers are impersonating the Department of Veterans Affairs!

Please help us identify needs for Veterans and their providers by completing this survey,
preferably by Jan 10, 2026

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:

Obstetric Care Access at Rural Hospitals in the United States

Local Data for Equitable Communities Grant Program

Rural Residency Planning and Development (RRPD) program

New Map Shows Rural Emergency Hospitals

ICYMI: CMS repeals Minimum Staffing Standards for Long-Term Care (LTC) Facilities and
Medicaid Institutional Payment Transparency Reporting Final Rule that was finalized in April
2024

2026 Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Training Series 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO MCRH'S
2025 ORGANIZATIONAL SPONSORS

  

https://attcnetwork.org/take-10-transforming-care-for-women-with-substance-use-disorders-suds-and-their-families-webinar-series/
https://attcnetwork.org/take-10-transforming-care-for-women-with-substance-use-disorders-suds-and-their-families-webinar-series/
https://micounties.org/opioid-settlement-resource-center/
https://files.constantcontact.com/ad8db403301/10dc57ef-0f17-4f0c-a30a-854f667a2368.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/RRW-hub/Toolkit
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/358167
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/355770
https://www.michigan.gov/leo/news/2024/07/09/statewide-investment-helps-youth-explore-future-careers-in-michigan
https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_pIR5ztVtRcKNgHR3V3cMow#/registration
https://web.cvent.com/event/db371704-7575-45d2-b007-3c582561fd74/summary
https://files.constantcontact.com/ad8db403301/34451ec7-8d65-4b48-9412-02eef93173bb.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ad8db403301/34451ec7-8d65-4b48-9412-02eef93173bb.pdf
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USVA/subscriber/new/
https://www.ruralhealth.va.gov/newsroom/newsletter.asp
https://news.va.gov/141444/federal-ehr-helps-catch-lung-cancer-earlier-for-veterans/
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/USVHA/2025/11/24/file_attachments/3471962/VA%20Overpayment%20Scam%20Infographic%2009-26-2025%20508%20Compliant.pdf
https://uteppsychology.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dajWB7CKdShrjTM
https://uteppsychology.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dajWB7CKdShrjTM
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fwww.ruralhealthresearch.org*2Fpublications*2F1696/1/01010193baf68643-b9416688-2e3f-49c5-bbac-2bea3af59256-000000/id362LJv9LU92gsxHGpZUEoy3wimT4aX5vnsQhwDxzE=383__;JSUlJQ!!HXCxUKc!0JOS0tSJA65mgdFW2ct7LdmsOnBypSGs2glhCEbBizVx5jo1ViN5eaL8omrv20qrIwb6F28Au1ANulasXqbPqWqz0vEp_Q$
https://localdataforequitablecommunities.org/?&utm_source=urban_ea&utm_campaign=local_data_for_equitable_communities_2025_RFP&utm_id=health_and_health_care&utm_content=general&utm_term=local_data_use
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https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/medicare-and-medicaid-programs-minimum-staffing-standards-long-term-care-facilities-and-medicaid-0
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/medicare-and-medicaid-programs-minimum-staffing-standards-long-term-care-facilities-and-medicaid-0
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/MIDHHS/2025/12/17/file_attachments/3497699/CBC%20-%20ASD%20Training%20-%20All%20Trainings%2012.17.25.pdf


 

 

Is your organization interested in becoming a 2025 MCRH
Organizational Sponsor?

﻿Please message com.mcrhaa@msu.edu for more information on this
branding opportunity.

 Complete Organizational Sponsor Details

Stay updated by visiting the Michigan Center for Rural Health's
website and following us on social media.

 

Learn More

 Subscribe to the MCRH Newsletter

                 

Michigan Center For Rural Health | 909 Wilson Road B-218 W Fee Hall | East Lansing, MI 48824 US
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