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Getting to know Jileesa
-a woman with a disability, a mother, and a part of 
the LGBTQ+ community.

-passion for the outdoors, and enjoys traveling, 
hunting, fishing, camping, and rock hunting. 

-Her Power! since 2010. a camp counselor, personal 
assistant, and has been involved with the recruitment 
and registration process for Her Power! 

-an Outdoor Recreation AT Specialist for the 
Michigan assistive technology program (MATP) at 
Michigan Disability Right Coalition (MDRC).



Getting to know Abby
- Proud neurodivergent woman.

- Part of Her Power! Her Pride! Since its start in 
2010 a yearly four -day event where girls across 
Michigan challenge media stereotypes and 
shatter myths about what it means to be a teen 
girl with a disability and develop/strengthen their 
disability pride. 

- Passionate for assistive technology (AT) and 
spreading the word about disability pride! being 
in nature, entomology, photography, crafting, 
video games and reading. 



Our Mission

Our mission is to cultivate disability pride and 
strengthen the disability movement by 
recognizing disability as a natural and beautiful 
part of human diversity while collaborating to 
dismantle all forms of oppression.



What We Focus On

• Disability Justice Infrastructure
• Ending Violence
• Racial Equity
• Increasing Tech Access
• Independence and transitioning
• Public Health - Ending Social Isolation



Michigan Assistive Technology Program (MATP) 
• MATP is a FREE, federally funded program that provides AT-

related supports around the state.

• MATP serves people of all ages!

• MATP provides:
• Demonstrations
• Loan Program (Lending Library)
• Awareness Information
• Training
• Technical Assistance 
• Resources
• Services to increase access to assistive technology 

devices

• MATP is by people with disabilities for people with disabilities, 
their allies, and other community members.



Resources and Funding AT 

MATP can refer individuals to organizations that 
can assist with funding.

We have a resource list with various funding 
information available.

Our goal is to fill the gaps on access to AT.

We can direct individuals to other organizations 
that may specialize in certain needs.  



Michigan Assistive Technology Program (MATP)

What is AT?

MATP defines AT as any tool, software, or app that can help people 
with disabilities, including older adults, do what they want to do. 

Technology can make things easier for everyone.  For people with 
disabilities, AT opens up possibilities.



Michigan Assistive Technology Program (MATP)

MATP helps people with disabilities gain access to AT 
devices that can assist with:

●Community Living
● Low Vis ion
● Me nta l He a lth and  

Re c ove ry
● Ne urodive rs ity
● Outdoor Re c re a tion
● Gaming
● Garde ning
● Environme nta l Controls
● He aring  Los s
● Re ading

● Pare nting  with a  Dis ab ility
● Augme nta tive  and  

Alte rna tive  Communic a tion 
(AAC)

● Cooking  / Ea ting
● Cra fting
● Organiz ing  
● Cale nda r Re minde rs
● c onne c ting  with frie nds  

and  family



Smart Speakers
●Smart Spe ake r with vide o s c re e n.

● Watc h movie s , vide os , ne ws  s torie s .

● Conne c t via  vide o with othe r pe ople  who have  Smart 

Spe ake r Vide o De vic e .

● Can p lac e  voic e  c a lls .

● Conne c t to  othe r de vic e s  tha t have  vide o 

c ompone nts  (i.e . Ring  doorbe ll c ame ra ).

● Cooking  re c ipe s  tha t re ad  and  s how re c ipe  and  

ingre die nts .



Robotic Pets
• A pet that you do not have to feed, 
water, clean -up after…

• A pet that interacts with you

• From dogs, to cats, and even birds!

• A fish tank? Yes!



AT for Gaming 
• Assistive Tech for tabletop gaming 
• Adaptive Controllers
• Switches
• Information on Accessibility features 

on consoles



What does gaming have to do with 
social isolation?

●Accord ing  to  Able Game rs , 35-4 5%  of 
pe op le  with d is ab ilitie s  we re  
p rofound ly s oc ia lly is ola te d  e ve n 
be fore  COVID. 

● Re s e arch on d ig ita l game s  has  s hown 
tha t the y contribute  to  highe r le ve ls  of 
we ll-be ing , le s s  de pre s s ion, and  le s s  
ne ga tive  a ffe c t amongs t olde r adults  
(Alla ire  e t a l., 20 13).

● Going  to  an a rcade  or gaming  me e tup  is  
a ls o good  for combating  s oc ia l is ola tion 
but is  not a lways  an op tion.

● Vide o game s  a llow ind ividua ls  to  conne c t 
with family and  pe op le  who have  s imila r 
inte re s ts . 

● He lps  to  c re a te  an amazing  s upport 
ne twork and  fos te r life long  frie nds hips  
which has  s uch a  pos itive  impac t on 
one ' s  we ll be ing .



AT for 
Painting

Art Roller is a new painting technique using adaptive 
equipment. Can be used in a variety of ways

Information on DIYs like 
making your own custom grip 

with air dry clay

These are just one of the many 
varieties of paintbrushes in our 
inventory with alternate grips



AT for Outdoor Recreation 

• Ebikes
• Fishing
• Camping
• Hiking
• Hunting
• Gardening
• Rock Hunting
• Birdwatching 



Take Away
We are here to help! 

We provide demonstrations on how to use devices.

If you are interested in a device, but unsure if it will 
work, worried about funding, or if your organization 
does not have the capacity to learn a new device. 
We can help. 

You can borrow the devices and try them! 

The device does not have to be in our lending 
library, we add new inventory all the time. 

We are a free, federally funded program, we are 
here for you to learn and create a space for more 
access to AT devices. 



Contact Us
If you are interested in learning more about our organization, receiving training, AT 
demonstrations, or need information and assistance please contact us. 
The link to our resource guide, that includes more information and how to contact 
us is in the chat. 

Jileesa Irwin : jileesa@mymdrc.org
248 -860 -5336

Abby Squires: abby@mymdrc.org

General Contact Information:
Phone: 517-333 -2477  |  Email: AT@mymdrc.org
Website: www.mymdrc.org

mailto:jileesa@mymdrc.org
mailto:abby@mymdrc.org


Self - discovery.
Cultivate Community.
Develop Pride.
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