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MSU Sustainability 
 

CONSENT Sustainability has become a focal point within institutions of higher education. We 

are currently conducting a campus-wide assessment of Michigan State University's operational 

sustainability. 

   

 This survey will assist in measuring greenhouse gas emissions on campus, that is our "carbon 

footprint”.  A key component in measuring this is the daily commuting habits of the campus 

community. In addition, this survey will help us gather employee input on campus sustainability 

initiatives at MSU and understand employee perspectives and behaviors related to sustainable 

practices. 

  

 We are asking you to help us do this by completing this short sustainability and transportation 

survey. Your answers will help us: (a) estimate the baseline impact of commuting emissions and 

identify potential strategies to make traveling to and across our campus more sustainable, and 

(b) establish baseline measures of employee awareness of and participation in the institution’s 

sustainability initiatives. We will use this information to inform future sustainability initiatives at 

MSU. 

  

 Participating in this confidential survey is completely voluntary. You may decline to participate, 

decline to answer certain questions, or discontinue participation at any time. The survey should 

take no more than 10 minutes to complete.  

   

 The Office for Survey Research will make every effort to keep your data private to the full 

extent allowed under the law, however, there are certain times that OSR is required by law or 

Michigan State University policies if someone reported child abuse, sexual misconduct, or child 

pornography where they may have to share some data with the proper authorities. 

   

 By selecting YES below and then proceeding with the survey, you are voluntarily 

consenting to participate in the survey and allowing your responses to be used for 

institutional research purposes. 

o YES  (1)  

o NO - I decline consent  (2)  
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Q2 We would like to start by asking you about what modes of transportation you use on 

the days you work on campus. 

  

 Please indicate what is the primary mode of transportation you use to commute to campus 

during a typical week. If you use more than one mode in a day (i.e. walk to the bus stop to take 

the bus to campus) choose the mode with the most miles traveled. 

 

Don't 
Work 
This 
Day 
  
(1) 

Drive 
Alone 
  

(2) 

Carpool 
  

(3) 

Public 
Bus 

  
(4) 

Bike 
  
(5) 

Walk 
  
(6) 

Motorcycle/ 
Moped/ 

Motorized 
Scooter (7) 

Ride 
hailing 

service/taxi 
(Uber, Lyft) 

(8) 

Telecommute  
(9) 

Monday  (1)  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  

Tuesday  (2)  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  

Wednesday  
(3)  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  

Thursday   (4)  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  

Friday (5)  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  

Saturday  (6)  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  

Sunday   (7)  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  

 

Q3 Approximately how many miles, on average, is your daily one-way trip to campus? (Round 

to the nearest whole number, for example if less than one mile, enter 1). 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
 

Q4 What is the 5-digit zip code from where you regularly commute (your primary residence) to 

campus? 
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Q5 On the days you drive to campus, what type of vehicle is usually driven? 

o Gas powered car or truck  (1)  

o Hybrid car or truck  (2)  

o Plug-in hybrid car or truck  (3)  

o Fully electric car or truck  (4)  

o Other, please specify:  (5) 

__________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

[ASKED ONLY TO THOSE WHO DO NOT CURRENTLY DRIVE HYBRID, PLUG-IN HYBRID, 

ELECTRIC CAR] 

 

Q6 How likely are you to purchase a hybrid, a plug-in hybrid, or fully electric car or truck in the 

next five years? 

o Very unlikely   

o Somewhat unlikely    

o Neither likely nor unlikely   

o Somewhat likely   

o Very likely   

[ASKED TO THOSE WHO CURRENTLY DRIVE HYBRID, PLUG-IN HYBRID, ELECTRIC 
CAR] 

 

 

Q7 Have you encountered any of the following issues commuting to campus using a plug in 

hybrid or electric vehicle? 

▢ The closest charging stations to my building are over 10 minutes away  (1)  

▢ The charging stations are usually full when I need to use one  (2)  

▢ My work schedule makes it difficult to move my car in a timely manner once it’s fully 

charged  (3)  

▢ Other issue(s), please specify:  (4)  

▢ ⊗I haven't experienced any issues  (5)  
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 [THIS WILL ONLY BE ASKED TO PEOPLE WHO LIVE >=3 MILES FROM CAMPUS OR 

LIVE IN THE 48823 ZIP CODE – ARE THERE OTHER NEARBY ZIPS THAT SHOULD BE 

INCLUDED? 

 

Q8 What are some of the reasons why you do not use alternative transportation (bike, walk, 

public bus, etc.) to commute to campus? Please check all that apply. 

▢ Time/Convenience - using alternative transportation would take too long    (1)  

▢ Lack of infrastructure - bicycle lanes/paths, sidewalks, bus routes, bike parking, etc.  (2)  

▢ Lack of shower/changing facilities  (3)  

▢ Lack of bus routes  (4)  

▢ Buses come too infrequently/times don't match my work schedule.  (5)  

▢ Personal reasons - taking children to school/day care/home, etc.  (6)  

▢ Emergencies - I need a vehicle in case I have to go somewhere unexpectedly.   (7)  

▢ Personal Safety    (8)  

▢ Physically unable due to a health limitation or disability  (9)  

▢ Other, please specify  (10) 

__________________________________________________ 

 

Q9 We are interested in learning more about employee’s knowledge and use of 

commuting resources currently available to the MSU community. 

  

For each of the following, please indicate whether you have used the resource, are aware of the 
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resource, but have not used, or are unaware of the resource. 

   

 Yes, Used           (1) 
Aware, Have Not 

Used         (2) 

Unaware of 
Program/Resource                                                                                                                    

(3) 

MSU Bikes Service Center   
(1)  o  o  o  

Zipcar   (2)  o  o  o  

 o  o  o  

CATA Clean Commute 
(Carpool/Vanpool/Bikepool)   

(4)  
o  o  o  

MichiVan-Commute with 
Enterprise   (5)  o  o  o  

Regional trail system for 
walking/biking (6)  o  o  o  

Reduced monthly parking 
permit ($24.50 per month) 

for registered carpool 
users. (7)  

o  o  o  

 

 

Q10 How effective do you think each of the following community programs would be in 

increasing employees use of alternative forms of transportation to campus? 

 
Very 

Ineffective 
(1) 

Ineffective  
(2) 

No Effect 
(3) 

Effective (4) 
Very 

Effective  (5) 

Reserved parking for 
carpoolers  (1)  o  o  o  o  o  

Guaranteed ride home 
program for carpoolers 

that offers reimbursement 
for taxi fare or car rental 
should an emergency 

occur that requires leaving 
campus before carpool 

scheduled departure. (2)  

o  o  o  o  o  
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Q11 The next series of questions focus on sustainability more broadly at MSU. 

  

Sustainability refers to its integration across the following areas at MSU:    

 

• Academics (e.g., teaching, learning, research) 

• Operations (e.g., infrastructure and practices related to energy, water, waste, grounds, 
transportation) 

• Campus engagement (e.g., programs for the campus community to embrace sustainable 
actions in their daily routines) 

• Community outreach (e.g., collaborative partnerships that connect university resources 
with community knowledge in mutually beneficial ways) 

• Planning (e.g., sustainability coordination and planning at an institutional level)  
 

 

 

Q12 How important is it to you that sustainability be a part of MSU's culture? 

 1 (1) 2 (2) 3 (3) 4 (4) 5 (5)  

Not 
Important at 

all 
o  o  o  o  o  

Very 
Important 

 

 

 

 

Q13 To what extent do you believe that sustainability is already embedded in the culture at 

MSU? 

 1 (1) 2 (2) 3 (3) 4 (4) 5 (5)  

Not at All o  o  o  o  o  Completely 

 

 

 

 

Q14 To what extent do you believe that MSU is committed to sustainability? 

 1 (1) 2 (2) 3 (3) 4 (4) 5 (5)  

Not at All o  o  o  o  o  Completely 
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Q15 How important is it that Michigan State University reduces its carbon footprint or impact on 

the environment? 

 1 (1) 2 (2) 3 (3) 4 (4) 5 (5)  

Not 
Important at 

all 
o  o  o  o  o  

Very 
Important 

 

 

 

 

Q16 How familiar are you with Michigan State University’s goal to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions by 50% by 2030? 

 1 (1) 2 (2) 3 (3) 4 (4) 5 (5)  

Not at All 
Familiar o  o  o  o  o  

Very 
Familiar 
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Q17 How much impact do you think each of the following have on Michigan State University's 

"carbon footprint" on the environment? 

 
No Impact at 

All 
1 (1) 

2 (2) 3 (3) 4 (4) 
Significant 

Impact 
5 (5) 

Your 
commuting 
habits (1)  

o  o  o  o  o  

Your waste 
and recycling 

habits (2)  
o  o  o  o  o  

Your energy 
and water use 

(3)  
o  o  o  o  o  

 

Q18 We are also interested in learning more about you own "green" behaviors. 

  

 How often while working on campus do you do the following? 

 
Never 

(1) 
Sometimes (2) 

About half the 
time (3) 

Most of the 
time (4) 

Always (5) 

Turn off the lights in an 
empty room. (1)  o  o  o  o  o  

Use power saving mode 
on your computer. (2)  o  o  o  o  o  

Turn off electronic devices 
in your office when you 
leave for the day. (3)  

o  o  o  o  o  

Unplug your cellphone 
charger when not actively 
charging your phone. (4)  

o  o  o  o  o  

Recycle (5)  o  o  o  o  o  

Print double-sided (6)  o  o  o  o  o  

Use a reusable water 
bottle, coffee cup, travel 

mug, etc.  (7)  
o  o  o  o  o  

Use reusable dishware 
when eating at work. (8)  o  o  o  o  o  

 

Q19 Next, we would like to measure employee’s awareness of current campus 

sustainability programs. 
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Which of the following campus sustainability programs are you familiar with?  Please check all 

that apply  

▢ Office of Sustainability   (1)  

▢ Building recycling stations  (2)  

▢ MSU Public Recycling Drop Off Station   (3)  

▢ MSU Surplus Store   (4)  

▢ MSU Vermicomposting Program   (5)  

▢ South Campus Anaerobic Digester   (6)  

▢ MSU Shadows Wood Recovery Initiative   (7)  

▢ W.J. Beal Botanical Garden   (8)  

▢ MSU Student Organic Farm  (9)  

▢ ⊗I am not familiar with any of the programs  (10)  

Q20 How would you rate your level of knowledge on how and where to do each of the 

following? 

 

Not 
Knowledgeable 

at All 
1 (1) 

2 (2) 3 (3) 4 (4) 
Extremely 

Knowledgeable 
5 (5) 

Recycle plastics (1)  o  o  o  o  o  

Recycle paper (2)  o  o  o  o  o  

Recycle cardboard (3)  o  o  o  o  o  

Recycle printer ink and toner 
cartridges (4)  o  o  o  o  o  

Report energy issues or water leaks 
(5)  o  o  o  o  o  

Evaluate sustainable catering 
options (6)  o  o  o  o  o  

Collect food waste from an office 
event for composting (7)  o  o  o  o  o  

Find, evaluate and purchase the 
most sustainable option when 

making a university purchase.  (8)  
o  o  o  o  o  
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Q21 How interested would you be in participating in any of the following programs offered at 

MSU? 

 

Not 
Interested 

at All 
1 (1) 

2 (2) 3 (3) 4 (4) 
Very 

Interested 
5 (5) 

MSU professional 
development class about 

sustainability  (1)  
o  o  o  o  o  

MSU professional 
development class about 

green purchasing and 
sustainable certifications 

(2)  

o  o  o  o  o  

Green Office Certification 
-- Implementing 

sustainable practices in 
your office  (3)  

o  o  o  o  o  

Individual or office 
composting program -- 

collect vegan food scraps 
or coffee grounds and 

drop off on campus  (4)  

o  o  o  o  o  

Department bike rentals. 
(5)  o  o  o  o  o  

Community supported 
agriculture (CSA) 

discount or voucher 
program for fresh, local 

produce (6)  

o  o  o  o  o  

Pollinator Garden 
Volunteer Days - pull 
weeds, mulch, etc. at 

campus pollinator 
gardens  (7)  

o  o  o  o  o  

Campus Bike Tour  (8)  o  o  o  o  o  

Tour of the MSU 
Recycling Center  (9)  o  o  o  o  o  

Tour of the Student 
Organic Farm  (10)  o  o  o  o  o  
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Q22 That was our last question. If you have any additional comments about 

sustainability at MSU, please provide them below. 

   

________________________________________________________________ 
 


