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Education

NIH Postdoctoral Fellow, Harvard Graduate School of Education



       2005 - 2008

Research:
Symbol and Social Skills in At-Risk Children



Doctor of Philosophy of Human Development, University of California, Davis 
           

      2004
Dissertation: 
Effects of Symbolic Gestures as a Caregiving Tool: Children’s Social and Language Development and Mothers’ Perceptions and Behavior 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology (summa cum laude), Simpson College, Redding, CA 

      1997

Academic Positions

Professor, Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University         
      2023 - 

Director of Graduate Studies, HDFS, Michigan State University 



      2019 - 

Associate Chair, Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University               2020 - 2023

Associate Professor, Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University         2015 - 2023

Assistant Professor, Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University          2009 - 2015
Principle Investigator, Literacy Achievement Research Center, Michigan State University       2009 - 2013
Senior Research Coordinator, Harvard Medical School and Massachusetts General Hospital    2008 - 2009

Faculty Fellow, Human & Community Development, University of California, Davis  
       2004 - 2006
Honors & Awards

2023 Strategic Program Assessment Strategic Priority Implementation Award 


  $5,000 
Graduate School, Michigan State University
Awarded to the Human Development & Family Studies Graduate Program    

2020 Outstanding Graduate Program Community Award, 





 $5,000 
Graduate School, Michigan State University
Awarded to the Human Development & Family Studies Graduate Program   

Exceptional Emerging Leader 2015, Emerging Leaders in the Field of Early Care and Education 
Child Care Exchange and ExchangeLive, May, 2015  
Faculty Fellow, Strategies and Tools across Fields (STAF): Teaching with Writing.
 
  $1,000
Writing Center, Michigan State University, May-August 2014 
Lilly Teaching Fellow, “Using technology to enhance quantitative literacy and effective  
 
$14,000
decision-making among ECE students,” Michigan State University, 2013-2014
Faculty Initiate to Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society, Michigan State University Chapter, 
Michigan State University, April 21, 2012 

Award of Distinction for Young Alumni, College of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences, 
University of California, Davis, October 8, 2010 

Clinical Research Fellow, Loan Repayment Program, 2009-2011




 $16,000
National Institute of Deafness and Other Communication Disorders, NIH
MSU Extension Summer Fellowship for Family Research, 2009




   $7,800

Postdoctoral Fellow Travel Award, International Conference on Infant Studies, 2008

      $400

Young Investigator Award for Early Contributions to the Field of Infant Mental Health, 

      $500

World Association of Infant Mental Health, 2006


Clinical Research Fellow, Loan Repayment Program, 2006-2009




 $35,862
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, NIH
Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service Award, 2005-2008



        ($136,840)

National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, NIH

Faculty Fellowship, University of California, Davis, 2004





 $45,600

 
Office of the President, University of California,

Outstanding Graduate Student Teaching Award, University of California, Davis, 2004

      $250

Community Service Award, Human Corps of UC Davis, 1998, 2002, 2004

Dissertation Year Fellowship, Office of the President, University of California, 2003

 $24,500

Professors for the Future Fellowship and Honors Program,
2002


`

   $3,000

 
Office of Graduate Studies, University of California, Davis, 

Frank & Carolan Walker Fellowship, University of California, Davis, 2002


 $15,000

Child Development Scholars Fellowship, National Institute of Drug Abuse, NIH, 2001

      $750

Honor in Recognition of Commitment to the Children of California, 1998

Child Development Policy Advisory Committee of the California State Legislature,


UC DC Graduate Research Fellow, University of California, Davis in Washington D.C., 1998
   $3,000

Frank & Grace Benedix Fellowship, University of California, Davis, 1997



   $4,500
President’s Cup, for greatest contribution by a graduating senior, Simpson College, 1997

Leadership Award and Scholarship, Simpson College, 1996 




      $750

Dean’s List Honors Scholarship, Simpson College, also 1993, 1995, 1996



   $4,500 

Research Funding 









External Awards 








Principal Investigator “Great First Eight PreK-3 & PreK-4 Curriculum Development”      
         $94,000
Subcontract from Stand for Children  
2024 -2025 
PD 71331 
Principal Investigator “Great First Eight PreK-3 & PreK-4 Curriculum Development”      
         $124,574
Subcontract from Stand for Children  
2023 -2024 
PD 71331 
Principal Investigator (PI: Duke) “Great First Eight Birth to Five Curriculum Development”       $118,071
Subcontract from a Private Anonymous Donation to the University of Michigan 
2022 -2023 
PD 38963
Principal Investigator (PI: Duke) “Great First Eight Infant Toddler Curriculum Project”
           $322,018
Subcontract from a Private Anonymous Donation to the University of Michigan 
2019 – 2022 
PD 38963 
Collaborator and Consultant (PI: Farkas), Promotion of mentalization in significant

           
adults and theory of the mind in preschoolers: design, implementation and 
assessment of a story-based intervention for educational staff and parents of 
3-year-old children attending kindergarten. (Promoción de Mentalización en Adultos Significativos y Teoría de la Mente en Párvulos: Diseño, implementación y evaluación de una intervención basada en cuentos para personal educativo y padres de niños de 3 años que asisten a jardín infantil),  
Comisión Nacional de Investigación Científica y Tecnológica, Chile 
FONDECYT #1180047, 2018 –2021 
Co-Principal Investigator (PI: Brophy-Herb) “Trajectories of Teacher Stress: The Roles 
           $441,541
Coping and Prior Exposure to Trauma.”  
NIH, NICHD, AN # 4040081, 2017- 2020  
5R21HD090406-02 
Scored 5th percentile 

Consultant and Co-Author, (PI: Chazan-Cohen) “CUPID Dataset Preparation.”


$30,000
Grant to the University of Massachusetts Foundation from the 
Foundation for Child Development, 2017-2018
Principal Investigator, (PIs: Stacks, Muzik) “Recognizing, Reflecting, and
        
       
        $2,468,105
Responding to Infant/Toddler Cues: An Integrated Parent-Teacher Intervention 
to Support Social-Emotional Development through Caregiver Mindfulness and 
Sensitivity.” 
ACF-OPRE 90YR0092, Early Head Start University Partnership grant, 2015-2021 
Principal Investigator, “Knowledge, Dispositions, and Skills for Working with Infants
   
  $7,000 
and Toddlers with Special Needs (KiDS-WITS): Creating a Tool to Assess 
Student Competencies.” 
Early On Center for Higher Education Faculty Grant, 2015-2016 
Collaborator and Consultant (PI: Farkas), “Análisis desde una perspectiva 
           

           $117,330
evolutiva y cultural del uso de la comunicación gestual en infantes y pre-escolares, 
en la expression y comprensión de los estados internos y su impacto en el desarrollo 
socio-emocional de los niños(as).” (Analysis from a cultural evolutionary perspective 
of the use of gestural communication in infants and preschoolers in the expression 
and understanding of internal states and its impact on socio-emotional development 
of children.),  Fondo del Desarrollo Científico y Tecnológico, funded by Comisión 
Nacional de Investigación Científica y Tecnológica, Chile, 2011 –2014 
FONDECYT No. 1110087
Co-Principal Investigator (PIs: McNall, Fitzgerald), “Project LAUNCH Michigan.”
           $650,298
Contract with Michigan Department of Community Health, funded by the 
US Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration and the 
Administration for Children & Families, 2009 – 2014  
Co-Author (PI: Catherine Ayoub), “Longitudinal Mechanisms of EHS Program Impact: 
           $156,000
High-risk Parenting and Child’s Self-Regulation and Language Development to Pre-Kindergarten,” DHHS, Administration for Children and Families, 2007-2009 

Principal Investigator (Co-I: Kurt Fischer), “Symbol and Social Skills in At-Risk Children.”       $136,840

National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, 2005 - 2008

Principal Investigator, “Insight into Infants’ Internal Worlds.” 




 $32,000 

Eichhorn Family Trust, 2004 - 2006

Internal Awards 









Principal Investigator,
Birth to Five Internal State Talk Scoping Review 



  $3,000
Provost’s Undergraduate Research Initiative (PURI),
College of Social Sciences, MSU, 2024-2025  
Principal Investigator,
Mentalization in Storybooks   





  $4,000
Provost’s Undergraduate Research Initiative (PURI),
College of Social Sciences, MSU, 2019-2020  
Principal Investigator,
Mentalization in Children’s Storybooks        




  $2,000
Provost’s Undergraduate Research Initiative (PURI),
College of Social Sciences, MSU, Summer 2019  
Principal Investigator,
Hearts & Minds on Babies, & Korean Infants’ Development of Emotional   $6,000
Expression, Provost’s Undergraduate Research Initiative (PURI),
College of Social Sciences, MSU, 2018-2019  
Principal Investigator,
Cross-Cultural Expression of Emotion        




  $1,000
Provost’s Undergraduate Research Initiative (PURI),
College of Social Sciences, MSU, Summer 2018  
Principal Investigator,
Cross-Cultural Expression of Emotion & Korean Infants’ Development        $6,500
of Emotional Expression, Provost’s Undergraduate Research Initiative (PURI),
College of Social Sciences, MSU, 2017-2018  

Principal Investigator,
Cross-Cultural Expression of Emotion & Korean Infants’ Development        $4,500
of Emotional Expression, Provost’s Undergraduate Research Initiative (PURI),
College of Social Sciences, MSU, Summer, 2017   

Principal Investigator,
Cross-Cultural Expression of Emotion & Korean Infants’ Development        $6,000
of Emotional Expression, Provost’s Undergraduate Research Initiative (PURI),
College of Social Sciences, MSU, 2016-2017   

Principal Investigator,
Cross-Cultural Expression of Emotion, Provost’s Undergraduate 
   
   $2,000
Research Initiative (PURI), College of Social Sciences, MSU, 2015-2016   

Principal Investigator,
Cross-Cultural Expression of Emotion, Provost’s Undergraduate 
   
   $4,000
Research Initiative (PURI), College of Social Sciences, MSU, 2014-2015   

Co- Investigator (PI: Brophy-Herb) “Relations between Toddler Self-Regulation and           
$37,500
Maternal Emotion-Related Socialization Behaviors.”
MSU Discretionary Fund Initiative, 2013 - 2015

Principal Investigator,
Cross-Cultural Expression of Emotion, Provost’s Undergraduate 
   
   $6,000
Research Initiative (PURI), College of Social Sciences, MSU, 2013-2014   

Principal Investigator,
Undergraduate Mentoring in the IIIW Lab, Provost’s Undergraduate 
   $7,600
Research Initiative (PURI), College of Social Sciences, MSU, 2012-2013   

Principal Investigator,
Undergraduate Mentoring in the IIIW Lab, Provost’s Undergraduate 
   $5,750

Research Initiative (PURI), College of Social Sciences, MSU, 2011-2012   

Principal Investigator,
Undergraduate Mentoring in the IIIW Lab, Provost’s Undergraduate 
   $8,000

Research Initiative (PURI), College of Social Sciences, MSU, 2010-2011   

Principal Investigator,
Undergraduate Mentoring in the IIIW Lab, Provost’s Undergraduate 
   $5,000

Research Initiative (PURI), College of Social Sciences, MSU, Summer 2010  

Graduate Student Investigator, “Effects of Symbolic Gestures as a Caregiving Tool.” 

   $3,500 

Jastro-Shields Graduate Research Grant, 2001 - 2003

Graduate Student Investigator, “Gesturing as a Caregiving Tool: Effects on Caregivers.” 

   $2,500 

Jastro-Shields Graduate Research Grant, 1999 - 2000 

Student Research Funding   








Principal Investigator and Mentor, (Student PI: Loria Kim) “Administrative Support and 

$50,000
Well-being of Infant, Toddler, and Preschool Educators.” 
Early Care and Education Research Scholars: Child Care Dissertation Grant, 
Office of Planning, Research, & Evaluation, Administration for Children and Families, 
2022-2024 
ACF # 90YE0265-01-00 
Mentor (PI: Kwon, PhD Candidate) “Early Communication between Parents and Preverbal       
$33,000
Children in South Korea and the United States,” Foreign Language and Area 
Studies Fellowship, Center for Advanced Study of International Development & 
The Center for Gender in Global Context, Michigan State University, funded by the 
U.S. Department of Education, 2016-2017 

Mentor and Co-I, (PI: Decker, PhD Candidate) “Communication between Hearing Parents             $4,990
and Young Children with Hearing Loss: Information Parents Receive and Utilize to 
Support Children’s Language Development,” 
Fahs-Beck Fund for Research & Experimentation, New York Community Trust, 
2014-2015 
Mentor and Co-I, (PI: Decker, PhD Candidate) “Understanding the Influence of Early                    $6,998
Intervention: Information Parents Receive and Utilize to Support the Language 
Development of Infants and Toddlers with Hearing Loss”           
Early On Center for Higher Education Faculty Grant, 2014-2015 
Mentor and Co-I, (PI: Decker, PhD Candidate) “Parents’ communication choices for 

  $2,000
children who are deaf or hard of hearing and their vulnerability to maltreatment: 
Information sources and the influence of the media”           
Children’s Trust Fund of Michigan, 2009
Research Funding Applications Under Review 

Co-Investigator, (PIs: Paul, Savage) “PROGRESS for the primary prevention of early               $3,825,000 overweight in low-income, rural families.” 
NIH R01 
Submitted February 2024  
Peer-Reviewed  Publications 
* Graduate students 

** Undergraduate students 

1. *Green, K.S., *Johnson, A., Brophy-Herb, H. E., *Cook, J., Barron, C., *Kim, L., *Perkins, H., Stacks, A., Vallotton, C., & Borelli, J.L. (in press). Infant and toddler teachers reveal the interconnections between relationships and professional well-being during the COVID-19 pandemic. Accepted to Journal of Early Childhood Research.
2. *Barron, C. C., Brophy-Herb, H., Vallotton, C.D., Weathington, B., Muzik, M., Rosenblum, K., & Stacks, A. M. (in press). Promoting reflective leadership within Early Head Start: A qualitative study of a professional development training for administrators. Accepted to HS Dialog, January 2024. 
3. *Eddie, A., Vallotton, C.D., Brophy-Herb, H., & Douglas, S. D. (in press). The I Can/ You Can Framework for Ethnic-Racial Socialization in Infancy and Toddlerhood. Accepted to Young Children
4. Lippard, C., Vallotton, C. D., Fusaro M., Chazan Cohen, R., Peterson, C., *Kim, L., & Cook, G. (2024). Practice matters: How practicum experiences change student beliefs. Journal of Early Childhood Teacher Education, 1-25. https://doi-org.proxy1.cl.msu.edu/10.1080/10901027.2024.2351471
5. Brophy-Herb, H.E., Stacks, A.M., Frosch, C., Brincks, A. M., *Cook, J. L., Vallotton, C. D., *Perkins, H. A.,* Kim, L. E., Carson, R., Muzik, M., Rosenblum, K., & Jennings, P. A. (2024). The effects of a relationship-focused professional development intervention on infant and toddler teachers’ mindfulness-based strategies for coping. Early Childhood Education Journal, 52, 243–257. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10643-022-01416-0
6. Barron, C. C., Vallotton, C. D. Stacks, A. M., *Oates, O., *Adekoya, A. R., Muzik, M., Rosenblum, K., & Brophy-Herb, H. E. (2023). Bridging the gap: Feasibility, appropriateness, and acceptability of an integrated attachment-based training for teachers and parents in Early Head Start. HS Dialog, 26(2), 48-70. https://doi.org/10.55370/hsdialog.v26i2.1355 
7. Barron, C. C., Vallotton, C. D. Stacks, A. M., *Oates, O., *Adekoya, A. R., Muzik, M., Rosenblum, K., & Brophy-Herb, H. E. (2023). Implementation of an integrated training for parents and teachers in Early Head Start: A research to practice summary. HS Dialog, 26(2), 107-111. https://doi.org/10.55370/hsdialog.v26i2.1605 
8. Beffel, J., Nuttall, A., Vallotton, C. D., Peterson, C., & Decker, K. B. (2023). Influences of sibling disability and childhood caregiving experiences on interest in a disability-specific helping profession. Child and Youth Services Review, 146(C). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2023.106817 
9. Stacks, A., *Halquist, K., Brophy Herb, H., Barron C., Muzik, M.., Rosenblum, K., & Vallotton C. D. (2023). University-Community Partnerships to Support Responsive Caregiving: The Hearts and Minds on Babies Implementation Story. Early Childhood Education Journal, January 2023 https://doi.org/10.1007/s10643-022-01440-0 

10. Vallotton, C. D., Gardner-Neblett, N., *Kim, L., Harewood, T., & Duke, N. (2023). Ready for Read Alouds: 10 Practices for Book-Sharing with Infants and Toddlers. The Reading Teacher, 76 (4), 459-469. doi:10.1002/trtr.2176. 

11. Albert, R., *Ernst, M., & Vallotton, C. D. (2022). Infant vocalizations elicit simplified speech in childcare settings. Infancy, 28(2), 322-338. DOI: 10.1111/infa.12520
12. Brophy-Herb, H., Brincks, A., *Cook, J., Stacks, A., Vallotton, C. D., Frosch, C., Carson, R., Wheeler, R., *Perkins, H., & Jennings, P.  (2022). Stress Intensity and Exhaustion Among Infant and Toddler Teachers: Descriptive Analysis and Associations with Sources of Stress and Coping Strategy Use. Early Education and Development, 34(7), 1545-1564.  DOI: 10.1080/10409289.2022.2151399 
13. Gardner-Neblett, N., *Addie, A., *Eddie, A., Chapman, S., Duke, N., & Vallotton, C. D. (2022). Bias Starts Early. Let’s Start Now: Developing an Anti-Racist, Anti-Bias Book Collection for Infants and Toddlers. The Reading Teacher, 76 (4), 505-510. doi:10.1002/trtr.2169 
14. *Perkins, H. A., Brophy-Herb, H., *Hyunjin-Choi, H., *Williams, J., *Daliamonte-Merckling, D., **Mitchell, K., & Vallotton, C. D. (2022). Sex differences in toddlers’ negative attributions to challenges: Associates with maternal emotion coaching and emotional awareness. Social Development,31 (3), 749-764. https://doi.org/10.1111/sode.12570 
15. Santelices, M. P., Vallotton, C. D., Farkas, C., *Chang, T-F, Franco, E., & *Gallardo, A. M. (2021). Mothers’ use of regulatory talk with toddlers in Chile and the US: How do cultural values and children’s gender affect mothers’ regulatory talk at 12 and 30 months? Children, 2021, 8, 874.  https://doi.org/10.3390/children8100874 
16. Fusaro, M., Lippard, C., Cook, G., Decker, K. B., Vallotton, C. D., & the Collaborative for Understanding the Pedagogy of Infant/toddler Development (CUPID) (2021). The role of practice-based experiences in undergraduates’ infant/toddler caregiving competencies. Journal of Early Childhood Teacher Education, DOI: 10.1080/10901027.2021.1954566.  
17. Hatton-Bowers, H., McPherran Lombardi, C., *Kemp, B., Decker, K. B., Virmani, E. A., Brophy-Herb, H., & Vallotton, C. D. (2021). Risks and resources for college students’ mental health: ACEs, attachment, and mindfulness. Journal of American College Health, DOI: 10.1080/07448481.2021.1942007. 

18. Vallotton, C. D., Mortensen, J. A., Burnham, M., Decker, K. B., Beeghly, & the Collaborative for Understanding the Pedagogy of Infant/toddler Development (CUPID) (2021). Becoming a better behavior detective: A developmental and contextual lens on behavior. Young Children, 76 (1), 20-29. 
19. Virmani, E.A., Hatton-Bowers, H., Lombardi, C., Decker, K. B., King, E., Potter Plata, S., Vallotton, C. D., & the Collaborative for Understanding the Pedagogy of Infant/toddler Development (CUPID) (2020). How are preservice early childhood professionals’ mindfulness, reflective practice beliefs, and individual characteristics associated with their developmentally supportive responses to infants and toddlers? Early Education and Development, 31(7), 1052-1070. https://doi.org/10.1080/10409289.2020.1798718
20. Gardner-Neblett, N., Henk, J. K., Vallotton, C. D., *Rucker, L., & Chazan-Cohen, R. (2020). Which professional development matters? Differential predictions of beliefs and practices among infant-toddler and preschool teachers. Journal of Early Childhood Teacher Education, 1-23, DOI: 10.1080/10901027.2020.1735584; https://doi.org/10.1080/10901027.2020.1735584  

21. *Wang, W., Vallotton, C. D., & Bowles, R. (2020). Ethnic variances in socializing young children’s mastery motivation among White, African American, and Hispanic low-income families. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 51, 329-337. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2019.12.012  

22. Farkas, C., Santelices, M-P, Vallotton, C. D., Brophy-Herb, H., Iglesias, M., Sieverson, C., Cuellar, P., & Álvarez, C. (2020). Children’s storybooks as a source of mental state references: Comparison between books from Chile, Colombia, Scotland, and USA. Cognitive Development, 53, 100845, 1-16.
23. *Woldarsky, V., *Urzua, C., Farkas, C., & Vallotton, C. D. (2019). Differences in Chilean and USA Mothers Sensitivity Considering Child Gender and Temperament, Journal of Child and Family Studies, 28, 1937-1947. 

24. Mortensen, J., Kucskar Mitsch, M., Decker, K., Plata-Potter, S. I., Brophy-Herb, H., Vallotton, C. D., & Buell, M. J. (2019). Building bridges to overcome widening gaps: Challenges in addressing the need for professional preparation of infant/toddler practitioners in higher education. Occasional Paper Series, 42, 86-103. 

25. Walsh, B. A., Mortensen, J. A., Peterson, C. A., Cassidy, D., & CUPID (2019). Competency alignment and certification for preservice home visitors. Family Relations 2019, 1-12. Doi: 10.1111/fare.12414 

26. Lippard, C., Fusaro, M., *Decker, K., & Vallotton, C. D. (2019). Effects of prior formal and informal caregiving experiences on undergraduates’ infant/toddler caregiving knowledge and beliefs. Early Childhood Teacher Education, 40(4), 409-429. https://doi.org/10.1080/10901027.2019.1607632. 
27. Tamis-LeMonda, C. S., Luo, R., Bandel, E. T., McFadden, K. E., & Vallotton, C. D. (2019). The early home learning environment predicts children’s 5th grade academic skills. Applied Developmental Science, 23 (2), 153-169. https://doi.org/10.1080/10888691.2017.1345634 

28. Paul, I. M., Hohman, E. E., Birch, L. L., Shelly, A., Vallotton, C. D., & Savage, J. S. (2019). Exploring infant signing to enhance responsive parenting: Findings from the INSIGHT study. Maternal and Child Nutrition, 2019:e12800.  https://doi.org/10.1111/mcn.12800 
29. Brophy-Herb, H., Williamson, A. C., Cook, G., Torquati, J., *Decker, K., Vu, J., Vallotton, C. D., Duncan, L., and the Collaborative for Understanding the Pedagogy of Infant/Toddler Development (2019). Preservice students’ dispositional mindfulness and developmentally supportive practices with infants and toddlers. Mindfulness, 10, 759-768. 
30. *Konishi, H., *Karsten, A., & Vallotton, C. D. (2018). When they can’t use their words: Toddlers use signs in service of self-regulation. Infant Mental Health Journal, 39,730-750. doi: 10.1002/imhj.21740
31. *Senehi, N., Brophy-Herb, H. E., & Vallotton, C. D. (2018). Effects of maternal mentalization-related parenting on toddlers’ self-regulation. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 44, 1-14. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2018.02.001 

32. Knolle, F., Vallotton, C., & Ayoub, C. (2018). Maltreated children use more grammatical negations. Journal of Child and Family Studies, 27, 453-464. DOI 10.1007/s10826-017-0905-3 

33. *Kwon, A., Vallotton, C. D., Kiegelman, M., & Hughes Wilhelm, K. (2018). Cultural diversification of communicative gestures through early childhood: A comparison of children in English-, German- and Chinese-speaking families. Infant Behavior and Development, 50, 328-339.  https://doi.org/10.1016/j.infbeh.2017.10.003 
34. *Kast, M. J., Farkas, C. & Vallotton, C. D. (2017). Diferencias en sensibilidad parental entre madres y padres de Chile y Estados Unidos [Parental sensitivity differences between mothers and fathers from Chile and USA]. Psicoperspectivas, 16(3), 137-148. doi:10.5027/psicoperspectivas-vol16-issue3-fulltext-950
35. Farkas, C., Vallotton, C. D., Strasser, K., Santelices, M. P., & Himmel, E. (2017). Social-emotional skills of Chilean children between 12 and 30 months of age: When do adults’ competencies matter? Infant Behavior and Development, 49, 192-203, DOI 10.1016/j.infbeh.2017.09.010
36. *Munoz, P., Farkas, C., & Vallotton, C. D. (2017). Gestural representation of emotions: A comparative study on Chilean and American women. Journal of Child and Family Studies, 8, 2166-2174. DOI 10.1007/s10826-017-0724-6 (NOTE: Mistakenly published without Vallotton as author, erratum published in June, 2017). 
37. *Chang, T., Farkas, C., & Vallotton, C. D. (2017). US and Chilean mothers’ use of mental references through languages with infant girls and boys in story times: Does socialization of gender role through languages emerge as infancy? Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology, 48, 1271-1287. DOI 10.1177/0022022117720752

38. *Muzard, A., *Kwon, A., *Espinosa, N., Vallotton, C. D., & Farkas, C. (2017). Infants’ emotional expression: Differences in the expression of pleasure and discomfort between infants from Chile and the United States. Infant and Child Development, 26(6); e2033. Doi: 10.1002/icd.2033 

39. *Karsten, A., *Foster, T., *Decker, K. B., & Vallotton, C. D. (2017). Toddlers take Emotion Regulation into their Own Hands with Infant Signs. Young Children, 72(1), 38-43. 
40. Vallotton, C. D., *Decker, K. B., *Kwon, A., & *Wang, W., *Chang, T-Z, (2017b). Quality and quantity of gestural input: Caregivers' sensitivity promotes caregiver-infant bidirectional communication through gestures. Infancy, 22 (1), 56-77. Doi: 10.1111/infa.12155
41. Vallotton, C.D., Mastergeorge, A.M., *Foster, T., *Decker, K. B., & Ayoub, C. (2017a). Parents’ supports for early vocabulary development: Specific effects of sensitivity and stimulation through infancy. Infancy, 22 (1), 78-107, DOI: 10.1111/infa.12147. 

42. *Harewood, T., Vallotton, C. D., & Brophy-Herb, H. (2017). More than just the breadwinner: the effects of fathers’ parenting stress on children’s language and cognitive development. Infant and Child Development, 26 (2), e1984. DOI: 10.1002/icd.1984 
43. Roggman, L., Petersen, C., Chazan-Cohen, R., Ispa, J., *Decker, K., Cook, G., Hughes Belding, K., & Vallotton, C. D. (2016). Preparing home visitors to partner with families of infants and toddlers. Early Childhood Teacher Education, 37(4), 301-313. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10901027.2016.1241965
44. *Decker, K. B., & Vallotton, C. D. (2016). Early intervention for children with hearing loss: Information parents receive about supporting children’s language. Journal of Early Intervention, 38, 151-169. DOI: 10.1177/1053815116653448

45. Farkas, C., & Vallotton, C. D. (2016). Differences in infant temperament in Chile and the US. Infant Behavior and Development, 44, 208-218. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.infbeh.2016.07.005 

46. Vallotton, C. D., *Harewood, T., *Froyen, L., Brophy-Herb, H., & Ayoub, C. (2016). Child Behavior Problems: Mothers’ and Fathers’ Mental Health Matters Today and Tomorrow. Accepted to Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 37, 81-93. Doi: 10.1016/j.ecresq.2016.02.006
47. *Wang, W., & Vallotton, C. D. (2016). Cultural transmission through infant signs: Objects and actions in U.S. and Taiwan. Infant Behavior and Development, 44, 98-109. DOI:10.1016/j.infbeh.2016.06.003 
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21. **Prainito, L., & **Algarin, P. (April 4, 2014). Representation of Emotion through Words and Gestures: Differences in Fathers and Mothers. University Undergraduate Research and Arts Forum, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, April 4, 2014.
22. **Algarin, P., **Evans, J., & **Pastoria, S. (April 12, 2013). Do adults from different cultures express emotional cues differently through body movement? University Undergraduate Research and Arts Forum, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, April 12, 2013.
23. **Beckett, A. (April 12, 2013). A Speed date with technology: Finding the right program for analyzing audio and video data. University Undergraduate Research and Arts Forum, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, April 12, 2013.
24. **Martin, A., & **Naseem, H. (April 12, 2013). Follow my lead: Importance of parental responsiveness to child’s initiations. University Undergraduate Research and Arts Forum, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, April 12, 2013. Won first place, Social Science: General - Section II.  
25. **Prainito, L., & **Starostanko, A. (April 12, 2013). Associations between caregivers’ level of education and their use of mental state language with young children. University Undergraduate Research and Arts Forum, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, April 12, 2013. Won first place Social Science: General - Section I.  

26. **Lennon, K., **Manns, E., **Mondro, S., **Ozuch, C., *Decker, K., Skibbe, L., & Vallotton, C. D. (April 13, 2012).  Pragmatic language use of children with specific language impairment: Differences across scenarios. University Undergraduate Research and Arts Forum, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, April 13, 2012. Won first place Social Science.  
27. **Mondro, S., **Lennon, K., **Manns, E., **Ozuch, C., *Decker, K., Skibbe, L., & Vallotton, C. D. (April 13, 2012).  Gender differences in children with SLI: The role of language demands on play activity preference. University Undergraduate Research and Arts Forum, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, April 13, 2012. 

28. **McGrew, E., **Gutowski, E., Vallotton, C. D., *Decker, K. B., Fusaro, M., & *Hayden, J. (April 13, 2012). Pragmatic language in a teaching context: Is a gesture worth a thousand words? University Undergraduate Research and Arts Forum, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, April 13, 2012.
29. **Gutowski, E., **McGrew, E., Vallotton, C. D., *Decker, K. B., Fusaro, M., *Hayden, J. (April 13, 2012). Parents’ gestures give some children the upper hand. University Undergraduate Research and Arts Forum, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, April 13, 2012.
30. *Decker, K. B., *Zientek, A., **Bentley, S. S., & Vallotton, C. D. (April 25, 2011). Understanding parental communication decisions for children who are deaf or hard of hearing: Influences of social bias and parenting values.  Graduate Academic Conference, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, April 25, 2011. Won first place in category. 
31. *Zeintek, A., *Topor, J., *Decker, K. B., **Bentley, S., **Gutowski, E., & Vallotton, C. D. (April 25, 2011). Trajectories of symbolic gesture acquisition and use in infants and toddlers. Graduate Academic Conference, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, April 25, 2011.

32. *Su, C., Vallotton, C. D., *Decker, K. B., & **Scott, M. (April 25, 2011). Cross-cultural variation in parents’ values and teaching techniques. Graduate Academic Conference, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, April 25, 2011. 
33. *Topor, J.S., *Grimm, F., Vallotton, C. D., Ayoub, C., *Decker, K. B., & **Szczubialka, L. M. (April 25, 2011). The content of speech of maltreated and non-maltreated children during peer-interaction. Graduate Academic Conference, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, April 25, 2011. 
34. **Gutowski, E., Vallotton, C. D., Fusaro, M., *Hayden, J., & *Decker, K. B. (April 8, 2011). How parents lend a helping hand in children’s puzzle solving. University Undergraduate Research and Arts Forum, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, April 8, 2011.  

35. **Keane, K. M., **Scott, M., **Gutowski, E., *Decker, K. B., & Vallotton, C. D. (April 8, 2011). Effect of parents’ language on children’s problem solving abilities. University Undergraduate Research and Arts Forum, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, April 8, 2011.  

36. **Manns, E.T., **Lennon, K., *Decker, K. B., Skibbe, L., & Vallotton, C. D. (April 8, 2011). Measuring parent-child communication during semi-structured interaction in dyads that include children with specific language impairment. University Undergraduate Research and Arts Forum, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, April 8, 2011. 
37. **Bentley, S. B., **Scott, M., *Decker, K. B., & Vallotton, C. D. (April 8, 2011). The language of self-regulation in toddlerhood. University Undergraduate Research and Arts Forum, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, April 8, 2011.
Presentations in Preparation and Under Review

Invited Addresses 
Vallotton, C. D. (December 9, 2024). How are Early Head Start teachers’ professional development experiences associated with their work-related stress and qualities of teacher-child interactions? Federal Early Learning and Development Research Workgroup, Washington, DC. 
Vallotton, C. D. (November 23, 2024). What’s Next in Infant Toddler Research? Panel presentation for the Infants and Toddlers: Practice, Pedagogy and Research Conference, Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia.
Vallotton, C. D. (November 22, 2024). Developmental Sensitivity: Find your own “Sensitivity Superpowers” so you can learn from infants how to support their development. Opening keynote address for the Infants and Toddlers: Practice, Pedagogy and Research Conference, Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia. 
Vallotton, C. D. (April 24, 2023). Shut up and watch! How children show us what they need and how to care for them. 13th Annual Gertrude Weigum Hinsz Lecture, University of North Dakota, Fargo, North Dakota. 
Vallotton, C.D. (June 18, 2019). Measuring Competencies for Working with Infants and Toddlers with Special Needs and their Families. Webinar for the Early On Center for Higher Education, Michigan. 

Vallotton, C. D. (May 14, 2019). Developing a Workforce to Support our Youngest Learners. University of Nebraska, Lincoln. 
Vallotton, C. D., & Skibbe, L. (September 6, 2018).  Essential Practices for Language and Emergent Literacy, Birth to Age 3. Early Literacy Task Force, Michigan Department of Education, Intermediate School, Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators.
Vallotton, C. D. (June 21, 2018). Development of Research-Based Comprehensive Competencies for Infant/ Toddler Educators. Community of Practice Tools to Support I/T Core Knowledge and Competency Development. 
Vallotton, C.D. (September 28, 2017). What do our students know, value, and believe about working with infants and toddlers with special needs and their families? Early On Center for Higher Education and Michigan Department of Education, DeWitt, MI. 
Vallotton, C. D. (September 13, 2017). Most Vulnerable Learners, Most Vulnerable Teachers. Forum on Early Childhood Education for At-Risk Children. Institute for Public Policy and Social Research, Lansing, MI.  
Vallotton, C. D. (July 18, 2017). Competencies to Develop the Infant / Toddler Workforce. Michigan Infant Toddler Career Pathway Stakeholder Group, Michigan Department of Education, Lansing, MI.  
Vallotton, C. D. (January 4, 2017). Competencies to Develop the Infant / Toddler Workforce. Developing and Assessing Competencies for Teachers and Caregivers Serving Infants and Toddlers Meeting, Department of Health & Human Services, Administration for Children & Families, Office of Planning, Research, & Evaluation, Washington, D.C. 
Vallotton, C.D., & *Harewood, T. (June 10, 2016). What do our students know, value, and believe about working with infants and toddlers with special needs and their families? Early On Center for Higher Education Faculty Colloquium, East Lansing, MI. 
Vallotton, C.D. (May 20, 2015). How to Survive and Thrive AFTER Graduate School. Human Development Graduate Group, University of California, Davis, CA. 
Vallotton, C.D. (January 5, 2015). Collaborative for Understanding the Pedagogy of Infant/Toddler Development. Annual Meeting of the Network of Infant/Toddler Researchers, Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation, Washington, D.C.

Vallotton, C.D. (January 9, 2014). Collaborative for Understanding the Pedagogy of Infant/Toddler Development: A Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Effort to Improve Teaching and Enhance Practice for those Serving Infants, Toddlers, and their Families. Annual Meeting of the Network of Infant/Toddler Researchers, Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation, Washington, D.C.

Vallotton, C.D. (October 30, 2013). Cultural differences in parents’ motives, methods, and priorities for early communication: Results from the U.S. and Taiwan. Psychology Department Colloquium Series, Grand Valley State University, Allendale, MI. 
Vallotton, C.D. (June 28, 2012). Toddlers take self-regulation into their own hands: Symbolic gestures as tools for participating in regulatory interactions. Psychology Department Colloquium Series, Pontifica Universidad Católica de Chile, Santiago, Chile. 
Vallotton, C.D. (June 14, 2012). Toddlers take self-regulation into their own hands: Symbolic gestures as tools for participating in regulatory interactions. Psychology Department Seminar, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA. 
Vallotton, C.D. (April 6, 2012). Do infant signs change minds? Preverbal children use symbolic gestures to reveal and construct their social-emotional skills. Human Development & Family Studies Seminar Series, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN. 
Vallotton, C.D. (November 25, 2011). In-service Professional Development in the U.S. Context of Early Child Care and Education: Opportunities to Understand Infants and Toddlers. International Directions in Infant-toddler Education and Care, Charles Stuart University, Bathurst, AU. 
Vallotton, C.D. (November 23, 2011). Infant signs reveal infant minds to early childhood educators. Symposium on Infant-Toddler Education and Care: Exploring Diverse Perspectives on Theory, Research and Policy, Charles Stuart University, Bathurst, AU. 

Vallotton, C.D. (May 15, 2011). Infant Signs as Intervention: A Tool for Promotion Healthy Communication, Relationships and Development for Preverbal Children and their Parents. Biennial Meeting of the Michigan Association for Infant Mental Health, Ann Arbor, MI. 

Vallotton, C.D. (February 24, 2011). Infant signs change minds: What infants' symbolic gestures reveal about the cognitive and social capacities of the preverbal mind. Merrill Palmer-Skillman Institute Colloquium and Professional Development Series. Wayne State University, Detroit, MI.  

Vallotton, C.D., Mastergeorge, A.M., & Ayoub, C.A. (October 29, 2009). Intersecting domains of development in and out of the Early Head Start context. Presented at the Consortium of the National Early Head Start Research and Evaluation Team, Silver Springs, MD. 

Vallotton, C.D. (October 21, 2009). Using infant signs with infants and toddlers: Promoting healthy communication, relationships ,and development (tribute to John Reid). 37th Annual Tuuri Day Conference, Mott Children’s Health Center, Flint, MI.  

Vallotton, C.D. (October 12, 2009). In the mind of the beholder, and of the gesturer: Effects of infants’ symbolic gestures on their own and others’ minds. Developmental Brown Bag Seminar Series, University of Chicago. 

Vallotton, C.D. (August, 2008). Opening our Minds to the Baby’s Mind. In H. Fitzgerland (Chair) WAIMH President’s Symposium, to be conducted at the 11th Congress of the World Association of Infant Mental Health, Yokohama, Japan. 

Vallotton, C.D. (April, 2007). Symbol skills as tools to build social skills in early childhood. Paper presented at the Harvard Graduate School of Education, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. 

Vallotton, C.D. (December, 2006). Learning about Minds: Concurrent Learning Processes for Children, Teachers, Parents, & Scientists. Presented for Take 5: Five Takes on Mind, Brain, & Education, Harvard Graduate School of Education, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. 

Vallotton, C.D. (March, 2005). Changing maternal representations indirectly ~ Through the child. Paper presented at the Departments of Psychology and Human Development, University of California, Davis. 

Vallotton, C.D. (June, 2004). Symbolic gesture and emotional development of young children: A window into the integration of cognition and emotion. Invited lecture sponsored by the Eichhorn Family House speaker series, presented at the Eichhorn Family House, Center for Child and Family Studies, University of California at Davis. 

Vallotton, C.D. & Harper, L.V. (October, 2003). Why don’t they just let it go? Differences between what infants “know” and what they can do with it. Paper presented at the Department of Human and Community Development, University of California, Davis.

Vallotton, C.D., Grinbaum, L., & Acredolo, L.P. (December, 2003). Useful Tools for Helping Infants & Toddlers Cope with Distress. Research-to-practice workshop presented at The Annual Zero To Three National Training Institute, New Orleans, LA. 

Vallotton, C.D. (May, 2001). Symbolic gesturing as a caregiving tool. Paper presented at the Department of Human and Community Development, University of California, Davis. 

Invited Addresses at MSU

Vallotton, C.D. (October 2, 2015). Toddlers’ Use of Symbols in Self-Regulation: Functions of Words and Gestures in Regulatory Interactions. Cognitive Forum, Psychology Department, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI. 
Vallotton, C.D. (April 24, 2014). Using Technology to Enhance Quantitative Literacy and Effective Decision-Making Among Early Child Education Students. Annual Lilly Teaching Fellowship Celebration, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI.
Vallotton, C.D. (March 20, 2014). Cultural differences in parents’ motives, methods, and priorities for early communication: Results from the U.S. and Taiwan. Human Development and Family Studies Department Speaker Series, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI.
Vallotton, C.D. (April 21, 2012). Success Starts Here. Phi Kappa Phi Initiation Ceremony, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI.  
Vallotton, C.D., & *Harewood, T. (October, 2010). More than just biology: Gender differences in children’s responses to early environments. Human Development Initiative Brownbag Lecture Series, Michigan State University. 

Vallotton, C.D. (November 17, 2009). A bridge to somewhere: The development of gesture and language in one infant. Presented at the Literacy Achievement Research Center Principal Investigator’s Meeting, MSU. 

Vallotton, C.D. (September 24, 2009). The development of gesture and the effects of gesture on development. Presented at the Brownbag Seminar Series in Family & Child Ecology, MSU.

Vallotton, C.D. (February, 2009). Opening our minds to the baby’s mind: How “Listening” to infant signs complements and extends our knowledge of infants and their development. Presented to a meeting of the students in the Interdisciplinary Graduate Certificate in Infancy and Early Childhood, MSU. 

Teaching & Mentoring
Director of Graduate Studies, Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University

Professional Learning Series for Graduate Students. In collaboration with the HDFS Graduate Student Advisory Council (GSAC), designed and delivered a series of 8 non-credit professional learning workshops to advance graduate students’ competencies and support their timely progress through the program. Topics include: CV’s & Resumes; Research Statements; Teaching Philosophy Statements; Integrating DEI into job market materials; Managing Your Time and Your Advisor; Annual Progress Reports: What Are They Good For?; Comprehensive Exam and Dissertation Processes; Forms, Forms, Forms!; Preparing for the Academic Job Market; Translatable Skills for Alternative Careers; others as students express a need. 
Teaching & Learning Workshop Series. Designed and delivered a non-credit series of 8 workshops to build a cohesive set of knowledge and skills to design and deliver undergraduate coursework based on principles of adult learning and research on educational practice. 

Assistant, Associate, & Full Professor, Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University

Parenting, HDFS 414. Designed and delivered large undergraduate course on the science and practice of parenting. Students learn about and compare personal experience and science as sources of knowledge related to parenting content, develop knowledge of child development from birth through early adulthood, the influences of parents/ families on development, and strategies for effective parenting. They complete increasingly challenging written assignments, and develop skills for analyzing and communicating about parenting topics. In Fall 2021, delivered in hyflex integrated in-person and online modes. 
Social-Emotional Development Birth to 5: Biology, Relationship, & Culture, HDFS 826. Designed and delivered graduate course on early social-emotional development, integrating historical perspectives and current research across disciplines including biology, psychology, and anthropology. 

Quantitative Observational Methods for Studying Behavior and Development: Build Your Own Coding System from Concept to Reliability, HDFS 924. Designed and delivered course on the history, principles, and practical issues involved in developing and implementing coding systems to measure behavior of individuals, dyads, and groups (e.g. classrooms). Students each develop their own coding systems for their own projects as part of the course, pilot testing their measures and assessing inter-coder reliability.    
Assessment of Young Children, HDFS 421. Designed and delivered upper division undergraduate course on assessment of young children in the context of early child education, special education, and early intervention; includes both selecting and interpreting standardized assessments, as well as creating alternative forms of assessment; course meets MI state standards for early child educators and those seeking a state of Michigan Early Childhood ZS Endorsement for General and Special Education.  

Lilly Teaching Fellowship, Michigan State University, 2013-2014. As part of the Lilly Teaching Fellowship, designed and conducted a Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SOTL) project titled, Using technology to enhance quantitative literacy and effective decision-making among ECE students, to enhance the learning outcomes HDFS 421. This project utilized tablet computer technology to enhance the immediacy and flexibility of students’ interactions with quantitative assessment information in order to improve quantitative literacy outcomes. 
Infant Development and Program Planning, HDFS 322. Developed and delivered upper-division undergraduate course to translate research to practice in infant and toddler development, education, and intervention; course meets MI state standards for early child educators and those seeking a state of Michigan Early Childhood ZS Endorsement for General and Special Education. 
Teaching Fellow, Harvard Graduate School of Education


Emotional Development: Biology, Relationships, & Culture, H-137, Fall 2006. Co-Instructor with Kurt Fischer for large graduate seminar course, responsible for co-designing course content and assignments, delivering lectures, facilitating class discussion, using web-based course management, and grading student assignments. 

Applied Data Analysis, S-052, Fall 2006. Held office hours and graded student assignments for large graduate statistics course on statistical analyses including building and comparing taxonomies of regression models, multilevel modeling, nonlinear regression analysis, binomial and multinomial logistic regression analysis, and others.  
Instructor, Human & Community Development, University of California, Davis 

Social and Personality Development, PSC 142/HDE 102, Summer 2004, Winter 2005, Summer 2005. Developed curriculum and delivered upper division course fulfilling GE writing requirements, supervised Teaching Assistants. 

Contemporary American Family, HDE 110, Summer 2002, Spring 2005. Developed curriculum and delivered lecture course required for Human Development majors; 150 to 200 students, used web-based course management, supervised Teaching Assistants. 

Field Experiences with Children and Adolescents, HDE 141, Winter 2003. Developed curriculum and delivered supervisory course fulfilling internship requirement for Human Development majors, supervised Teaching Assistant. 
Family and the Life Cycle, HDE 15, Summer 2000. Developed curriculum and delivered lower-division lecture course.   

Internship in Child Development Research, PSC 192/HDE 192, Fall 2004, Winter 2005, Spring 2005. Trained and supervised research assistants in applied child development research.  

Introductory Research Conference, HDE 190C, Fall 2004, Winter 2005, Spring 2005. Facilitated small discussion course required for research assistants focused on theory and methods in child development research. 
Teaching Assistant, Human Development, University of California, Davis

Field Experiences with Children and Adolescents, HDE 141, Spring 2000, Fall 2000, Winter 2001, Fall 2001.   

Contemporary American Family, HDE 110, Spring 1998, Winter 2002.
Human Sexuality, HDE 12, Summer 2003.
Teaching Assistant, Psychology and Philosophy Departments, Simpson College 


Introduction to Psychology, Fall 1995, Fall 1996. 

Introduction to Western Philosophy, Spring 1996, Spring 1997.

Marriage and Family, Spring 1996.


Human Sexuality, Spring 1997.  

Invited Class Lectures 
Signs of Emotion: What can preverbal children “say” about emotion? And what can we learn from what they say? Methods and Concepts in Research on Development of Emotion and Cognition, Harvard Graduate School of Education, October, 2005. 

Child Development and Public Policy, Contemporary American Family, UC Davis, June, 1998, March, 2002, June, 2004. 

Symbolic Gesturing in Language Development, Cognitive Development, Sacramento State University, February, 2003.   

Domestic Violence in the American Family, Contemporary American Family, UC Davis, February 2002. 

Symbolic Gesturing as a Caregiving Tool, Field Experiences with Infants and Toddlers, UC Davis, January, 2001.

Integration of Theory and Research in Child Development, Research Methods, Simpson College, March, 2000. 

Cognitive Development in the Infant Garden, Field Experiences with Infants and Toddlers, UC Davis, April, 2000. 

Peer-Tutoring Program Director, Simpson College, Fall 1995 – Spring 1996. Managed peer-tutoring program required for 50+ students on academic probation. Recruited and trained peer-mentors; paired mentors and mentees; implemented weekly accountability system for mentors and mentees; tutored 3 mentees. 
Scholarly Leadership 

Co-chair, Infant/Toddler Professional Competencies Workgroup, Michigan Stakeholders: Career Pathway for Infant Toddler Workforce, Office of Great Start Michigan Leadership Team, and the National Center on Early Childhood Development, Teaching and Learning. September, 2017 
Higher Education Representative, Michigan Stakeholders: Career Pathway for Infant Toddler Workforce, Office of Great Start Michigan Leadership Team, and the National Center on Early Childhood Development, Teaching and Learning. Appointed June 2017 for ongoing service role. 
Advisory Panel Member and Presenter, Developing and Assessing Competencies for Teachers and Caregivers Serving Infants and Toddlers, Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation (OPRE), Administration for Children and Families (ACF), January 4, 2017 in Washington, D.C.
Member, Home-Based Early Care and Education Workgroup, Child Care Policy Research      2015 –2017 
Consortium (CCPRC).  
      


 
      
This group is convened by the US DHHS Administration for Children and Families (ACF), and supported by the Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation (OPRE) and the Office of Child Care (OCC) in order to increase the nation’s capacity for high quality, informative child care research. 
Steering Committee Member, Network of Infant/toddler Researchers (NITR), 
      
      2015 –2019 
The Steering Committee of NITR plans the direction of the NITR group; it is composed of national infant/toddler experts and OPRE representatives. 

Member, Network of Infant/toddler Researchers (NITR) 
      


       2013 –2015 
This group is convened and funded by the US DHHS Administration for Children and Families, Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation (OPRE) in order to serve as an advisory group to the funding agency. Members of this national group of researchers all study infants and toddlers with a focus on translational issues. 
Founder and Coordinator, Collaborative for Understanding the Pedagogy of Infant/toddler     2013 – 
Development (CUPID). 
Convened and coordinate a group of 50 faculty from 25 universities to pursue a collaborative Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SOTL) project on the professional development and education of pre-service early child professionals specializing in working with infants/ toddlers.  After a first meeting at SRCD 2013, this group has developed: a) a set of core competencies for infant/toddler professionals, b) a set of shared measures for the core competencies, c) a research plan to study our own teaching and our students’ learning as they progress through our programs and into the field. In January, 2014, we were invited to present the project at the meeting of the Network of Infant Toddler Researchers, at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Office of Planning, Research, & Evaluation. In spring 2014, we completed a pilot study of students and faculty at 5 universities; initial results were presented at WAIMH and HSRC 2014. Between 2015 and 2017 we collected data from more than 4,000 students across 12 universities; during that same period the group generated 5 publications. In 2017 we received our first grant from the Foundation for Child Development ($30,000) to clean and manage our datasets and prepare them for analysis. 
Founder, International Infant Sign Researchers (IISR) Group



      2008 - 
Founded, manage, and facilitate a group of more than 30 scholars from 13 different countries who are each interested in the study of infants’ use of symbolic gestures, aka, “infant signs.” Countries include Canada, Chile, England, France, Germany, Israel, Italy, Macau (China), the Netherlands, Scotland, South Korea, Spain, and the United States. The group collaborates on conference presentations, grants, and international/ cross-cultural research projects. 
Graduate Research Experience

Graduate Student Investigator, Effects of Symbolic Gestures as a Caregiving Tool, 
       2001 - 2004
Yolo County Early Head Start and University of California, Davis.  

Research Assistant, (PI: Lawrence Harper), The Infant Garden Study, 


       1997 - 2004 Center for Child and Family Studies, University of California, Davis.

Post-Graduate Researcher, (PI: Curt Acredolo), FFA/FFH Phase II Study, 
UC Davis
       2001 - 2002
for the California Department of Social Services, Foster Care Branch,  

Pre-doctoral Student Investigator, Gesturing as a Caregiving Tool, 



       1999 - 2001 Center for Child and Family Studies Infant Program, University of California, Davis.  

Professional Development and Specialized Training

Third Party Resolution (Manager as Mediator) Training, Michigan State University. March 20, 2025. 

Implicit Bias Certification, Michigan State University. October, 2024. 

Setting the Tone: An Introduction to Changing Climate & Culture, Michigan State University. October 29, 2024
Building Awareness in Intercultural Conflict, Michigan State University. May 7 - 8, 2024.
Leading with Cultural Competence, Organization and Professional Development, Human Resources, Michigan State University. Presented by Nichole Ovenhouse, April 9, 2024.
Challenging Conversations in the Classroom. Center for Teaching & Learning Innovation, Michigan State University, April 3, 2024. 
Learning Analytics at MSU, Faculty & & Organizational Development, Michigan State University. Conducted by Bethan Cantwell, R. Sekhar Chivukula, Mark Largent, and Kristen Renn, October 21, 2015. 
Running Efficient Meetings – Making Effective Decisions, Faculty & Organizational Development, Michigan State University. Conducted by John Tropman, September 29, 2015. 

LEAD: Success in Academic Hiring Process from Start to Finish: Clarifying Purposes and Procedures, Avoiding Delays, and Increasing Faculty Quality and Diversity, Office of Inclusion, Michigan State University. Conducted by Theodore Curry, Paulette Granberry Russell, & Mark Roehling, September 9, 2015.  

Strategies and Tools Across Fields (STAF): Teaching with Writing, Writing Center, Michigan State University, May – August, 2014.  
Quality Caregiver Child Interactions with Infants and Toddlers (Q-CCIIT) Training and Certification, Mathematica Policy Research, Washington D. C., February 4-7, 2014. 
Rooms for Engaged and Active Learning (REAL) Academy, Instructional Technology, Michigan State University, January – June, 2014. 
D2L Advanced Features, Desire to Learn (D2L) Faculty Workshop Series. Conducted by Distance Learning Services, Michigan State University, December 4, 2013. 
Talking with Students about Difficult Personal Issues, Lilly Teaching Seminar Series. Conducted by Tina Timm, Anne Bogat, Christine Zeico, & Scott Becker, Michigan State University, November 14, 2013. 
Negotiation and Conflict Management, Workshop for Faculty on Leadership and Academic Life. Conducted by Professor Don Conlon, Broad College of Business, Michigan State University, November 12, 2013. 
D2L Gradebook, Desire to Learn (D2L) Faculty Workshop Series. Conducted by Distance Learning Services, Michigan State University, November 7, 2013. 
D2L Assessments, Desire to Learn (D2L) Faculty Workshop Series. Conducted by Distance Learning Services, Michigan State University, November 5, 2013. 
D2L Introduction, Desire to Learn (D2L) Faculty Workshop Series. Conducted by Distance Learning Services, Michigan State University, October 31, 2013. 
Transforming Teaching and Learning through Lesson Study: Innovation through Collaboration, Lilly Teaching Seminar Series. Conducted by Kristen Bieda, College of Education, Michigan State University, February 14, 2013. 
Dyadic Data Analysis, conducted by Deb Kashy at Michigan State University, July, 2012. 
Insightfulness Assessment Interview and Coding, conducted by David Oppenheim and Nina Koren-Karie of the Center for the Study of Child Development of the University of Haifa, Israel. Reliability achieved December, 2005. 

Community Assessment 2: Problem Prioritization & Analysis, conducted by Family Health Outcomes Project, University of California, San Francisco, February, 2004. 

Promoting Maternal Mental Health During Pregnancy, conducted by NCAST-AVENUW, June, 2004.  

Child Development Policy & Program Evaluation Experience

Senior Research Associate, Zetetic Associates, Inc., projects and clients, 


      2002 – 2010    

Aboriginal Head Start for Urban and Northern Communities (AHSUNC)

      2011 – 2013 
Public Health Agency of Canada 
Community Action Program for Children (CAPC), 

      

                  2005 - 2009 
Public Health Agency of Canada, Alberta


Project ADVANCE, UC Davis Extension, Center for Human Services 

      2004 - 2005
Methods and Statistics in Health Research, Health Net Federal Services 

      2003 - 2004
First 5 Commission of San Diego, San Diego County 



      2002 - 2003
Graduate Intern in Program Evaluation, California Department of Health Services, 
      1999 - 2001
Maternal and Child Health Branch, Domestic Violence and Program Evaluation 
Sections, Sacramento, CA
Graduate Intern, Child Development Policy Advisory Committee, Sacramento, CA
       1998 - 1999
Graduate Intern, Zero To Three: National Center for Infants, Toddlers, and Families,
       1998 
Washington, DC

Psychology Intern, Redding Specialty Hospital, Intake & Assessment, Redding, CA
       1996 - 1997 

Academic Service

Peer-Review – Journals 
Associate Editor, Infancy








      2019-
Consulting Editor, Infant Mental Health Journal





      2009 - 

Ad-Hoc Reviewer, Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research


      2014 –  

Ad-Hoc Reviewer, Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders


      2014 –  

Ad-Hoc Reviewer, Infancy








      2013 –   

Ad-Hoc Reviewer, Journal of Higher Education Outreach & Engagement


      2012 –  

Ad-Hoc Reviewer, Child Development Perspectives





      2010 – 

Ad-Hoc Reviewer, Cognition and Emotion






      2010 – 

Ad-Hoc Reviewer, Early Childhood Research Quarterly




      2010 – 

Ad-Hoc Reviewer, Developmental Psychology 





      2009 – 

Ad-Hoc Reviewer, Child Development






      2009 – 

Ad-Hoc Reviewer, Infant Mental Health Journal





      2009 – 

Ad-Hoc Reviewer, Social Development 






      2008 – 

Ad-Hoc Reviewer, Educational Research and Reviews




      2008 

Peer-Review – Conferences  

Reviewer, Parenting and Parent-Child Relationships Panel, Biennial SRCD Conference    
      2015, 2017 
Reviewer, Family Relations Panel, Biennial SRCD Conference


      
      2012 
Ad-Hoc Reviewer, American Evaluation Association Conference 


      
      2009 

Peer-Review – Texts   

Ad-Hoc Reviewer for Infant Development Text, Pearson Publishing


      2010 

Community/State Committees

Member, Early Childhood Standards of Quality Revision Committee, & Workforce
     2021-2022 
Standards Subcommittee, Michigan Department of Education 
Member, Early Childhood Curriculum Review Committee, Infant & Toddler,

     2021
Michigan Department of Education 
Panelist, Won’t You Be My Neighbor Public Screening and Panel Discussion,
      
      2019 
WKAR, April 18, 2019, Michigan State University  
Lead Researcher, Essential Practices in Language and Emergent Literacy: Birth – Age 3,
      2017- 2019
Early Literacy Task Force, Michigan Department of Education 
Member at Large, Social and Emotional Messaging Work Group, 



      2012- 2013
Michigan Department of Community Mental Health 
Student Mentoring & Committees

PhD Committees Chaired

Anissa Eddie, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University    
      
      
      2020 – 

Loria Kim, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University    
      
     
      2019 – 

Anike Adekoya, HDFS: Couple & Family Therapy, Michigan State University    
      
      2016 – 2023
Jody Cook, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University 
       
      
      2016 – 2023
Alicia Kwon, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University 
       
      
      2012 – 2019
Wen Wang, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University 


      2013 – 2018  

Ashley Karsten, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University 


      2013 – 2018   

Jessica Topor,
HDFS: Couple & Family Therapy, Michigan State University

      2011 – 2016
Tamesha Harewood, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University

      2011 – 2016 
Kalli Decker, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University


      2010 – 2015 
JungAh Lee, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University


      2012 – 2014

Other PhD Committees 

Member at large, Doctoral Committee for Deja Young 



     
     2023 – 
HDFS: Couple & Family Therapy, Michigan State University

Member at large, Doctoral Committee for Prince Owusu 



     
     2023 – 
HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University

Member at large, Doctoral Committee for Kayla Stinson 



     
     2021 – 
HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University

Member at large, Doctoral Committee for Jenna Beffel Tollman 

     

     2019 –2024 
HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University

Member at large, Doctoral Committee for Mackenzie Norman 


     
     2020 – 2022   
Counseling, Education Psychology, & Special Education, Michigan State University

Member at large, Doctoral Committee for Haiden Perkins 



     
     2019 - 2023 
HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University

Member at large, Doctoral Committee for Yatma Diop, PhD Student,  


     2018 - 2023
HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University

Member at large, Doctoral Committee for Finn Muzzey 



     
     2021 
HDFS: LHDFD, Michigan State University

Member at large, Doctoral Committee for Zachary Price, PhD Student,  


     2018 –  2021 Curriculum and Instruction, University of Massachusetts, Boston  

Member at large, Doctoral Committee for Hailey Choi, PhD Student,  


      2016 – 2021  HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University

Member at large, Doctoral Committee for Sophia D’Agostino 



      2017 – 2019 
HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University

Member at large, Doctoral Committee for Mingjun Xie, PhD Student,  


      2016 – 2019 HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University

Member at large, Doctoral Committee for Danielle Merckling, PhD Student,  

      2014 – 2019
HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University 

Member at large, Doctoral Committee for Young-Eun Lee, PhD Student,  


      2011 – 2018  HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University

Member at large, Doctoral Committee for Antonia Garcia, PhD Student,  

      
      2016 - 2017  
Psychology: Clinical Psychology, Michigan State University 

International member, Doctoral Guidance and Dissertation Committee for
Nancy 

      2015 – 2018
 Alejandra Espinosa Diaz, Psychology, Pontificia Univesidad Católica de Chile 

Member at large, Doctoral Committee for Neda Senehi, PhD Student,  


      2011 – 2018 HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University

External member, Doctoral Guidance and Dissertation Committee for A. Fain Barker
      2012 – 2016 
 Special Education: Specialized Education Services, UNC Greensboro 

Member at large, Doctoral Committee for Sook-In Cho, PhD Student,  


      2011 – 2015 HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University

Member at large, Doctoral Committee for Trish Foster, PhD Student,  


      2012 – 2015 HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University

Member at large, Doctoral Committee for JungAh Lee, PhD Student,  


      2010 –2012 HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University

Member at large, Doctoral Dissertation Committee for Lori House-Hewitt


      2009 –2012 HDFS: Family & Child Ecology, Michigan State University 

Member at large, Doctoral Dissertation Committee for Maria Fusaro,
       

      2007 – 2009 
Harvard Graduate School of Education

Masters Committees Chaired/ Co-Chaired – Thesis 
Abbey Reardon, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University

  
      2023 -  

Nokwanda Ndlovu, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University

      2017 - 2019
Ashley Karsten, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University


      2011 – 2013
Kalli Decker, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University 


      2009 – 2010 
Masters Committees Chaired – Project/ Non-Thesis   

Brenna Faurer, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University


      2024 - 
Samia Mjengwa, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University


      2024 - 

Shanna Fortner, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University


      2023 –2024  

Faeza Jariwala, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University


      2020 – 2022 

Marisa Diaz, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University


      2016 – 2021  

Jenee Douglas, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University

     
      2017 – 2020

Flora Ma, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University



      2011 – 2013 
Sarah Belanger, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University


      2011 – 2013 
Kimberly Tupper, HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University 


      2010 – 2011 
Jessica Topor, HDFS: Marriage & Family Therapy, Michigan State University 
 
      2009 – 2011 
Other Masters Committees 

Member at large, Master’s Committee for Rissa Dickey: 




      2023 - 
HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University


 

Member at large, Master’s Committee for Ana Johnson



  
      2022 -
HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University  

Member at large, Master’s Committee for Kirsten Greer


      
      
      2021 
HDFS: HDFS Masters Plan B, Michigan State University

Member at large, Master’s Committee for Mackenzie Sturman


      
      2020 –2021 Communication Sciences & Disorders 

Member at large, Master’s Committee for Andi Williams



      
      2019 –2020 HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University 

Member at large, Master’s Committee for Danielle Zeolla



      
      2017 –2019 HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University 

Member at large, Master’s Committee for Yatma Diop



      
      2017 –2018 HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University 

Member at large, Master’s Committee for Brittany Motz



      
      2014 – 2016 HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University 

Member at large, Master’s Committee for Bridget Safferman


      
      2014 – 2015 Environmental Design, Michigan State University 

Member at large, Master’s Committee for Jeongsoo Lee



      
      2012 –2014 HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University 

Member at large, Master’s Thesis Committee for Joseph Yancey



      2011 –2013 HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University 

Member at large, Master’s Committee for Elizabeth Bullock


      
      2012 – 2013   HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University 

Member at large, Master’s Thesis Committee for JooHyun Kim



      2010 – 2011 HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University 

Member at large, Master’s Thesis Committee for Chang Su




      2010 – 2011 HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University 

Member at large, Master’s Thesis Committee for Tamesha Harewood


      2009 – 2010 HDFS: Child Development, Michigan State University 

Undergraduate Mentored Research Experiences 

Michaella Mcbratnie, Dean’s Assistantship for Independent Undergraduate Research, 
     2017 – 2018 
College of Social Science, Michigan State University 

    
Simone Alhagri, Undergraduate Research Fellowship, 




     2015 – 2017 
College of Communications, Michigan State University 

Kaitlin Morain, Professional Assistant Fellowship Program, 



     2014 – 2016  
Honors College, Michigan State University 

    
Sahithi Chinnam, Professional Assistant Fellowship Program, 



     2014 – 2016  
Honors College, Michigan State University 

    
Samantha Pastoria, Dean’s Assistantship for Independent Undergraduate Research, 
     2013 – 2015 
College of Social Science, Michigan State University 

    
Emma Nowak, Dean’s Assistantship for Independent Undergraduate Research, 

     2013 – 2014  
College of Social Science, Michigan State University 

    
Lauren Prainito, Dean’s Assistantship for Independent Undergraduate Research, 

     2013 – 2014 
College of Social Science, Michigan State University 

    
Hiba Naseem, Undergraduate Research Fellowship, 




     
     2012 – 2014 
College of Communications, Michigan State University 

Samantha Pastoria, Professional Assistant Fellowship Program, 



     2012 – 2013  
Honors College, Michigan State University 



Aaron Beckett, Professional Assistant Fellowship Program, 



     2012 – 2013  
Honors College, Michigan State University 

    
Academic Committees

Child Development Laboratory School Advisory Committee



     2024 - 
Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University 

Department and University Representative, Graduate Certificate in Early Childhood
     2020-  
and Family Policy, Great Planes IDEA Consortium 

Chair, Graduate Education Committee, 






      2019- 

Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University

Department Representative, Graduate Program Directors Committee, 


      2019- College of Social Science, Michigan State University

Member, Department Chair Search Committee 





      2018- 2019
Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University 

Co-Chair, Infant Program Curriculum Committee, Child Development Labs
      
      2010 –2020   
Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University 

Member, Child Development Graduate Admissions Committee, 


                  2009 – 
Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University 
        

Co-Chair, Diversity Committee,



      
       

     
      2017 –2019
Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University 

Member, Curriculum Committee, Sub-Committee of Graduate Education   
      
      2017 -2019  
Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University 

Member, Straight-Through PhD Committee, Sub-Committee of Graduate Education   
      2016 -2018  Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University 

Member, Department Advisory Committee,


      
       

     
      2016-2018
Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University 

Area Group Leader, Scholars of Early Development & Education Faculty Interest Group,
      2015-2018 
Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University 

Co-Chair, Family Diversity Faculty Search Committee, 




      2015 
Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University

Chair, HDFS Graduate Methods Training Sub-Committee of Graduate Education,  
      2014 – 2015 Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University

Member, Studying Early Education & Development Faculty Interest Group,
                  2008 – 2015
Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University 

Member, Undergraduate Education Committee,
      




      2014 – 2015   
Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University 

Member, Graduate Education Methodology Sequence Sub-Committee,
      

      2014 – 2015 
Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University 

Member, RAIND Initiative Faculty Search Committee, 




      2014 – 2015 
Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University

Member, CFT Faculty Search Committee, 






      2013 – 2014 
Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University

Member, Planning Committee, Kellogg-Paolucci Lecture Series    
       

      
      2010 – 2013 
Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University 

Secretary, Department Advisory Committee,


      
       

     
      2010 – 2012
Human Development & Family Studies, Michigan State University 

Member at large, Technology Committee, Family & Child Ecology,

      
      2009 – 2010  
Michigan State University 

Child Development Advisor, Pre-K to Grade 6 Curriculum Design Committee, UC Davis,      2003 – 2005  Center for Biophotonics Education, Science, and Technology (CBEST) 

Child Development Advisor, Pre-K to Grade 6 Curriculum Evaluation Committee, 
      2003 – 2005  UC Davis, Center for Biophotonics Education, Science, and Technology (CBEST)

HDE Graduate Students Representative, Graduate Student Association, UC Davis 
       2002 –2003

Graduate Student Representative, HDE Faculty Executive Committee, UC Davis

       2001 - 2003

Graduate Student Representative, HDE Faculty Curriculum Committee, UC Davis

       2001 - 2003

Chair, Graduate Student Association, UC Davis 





       2001 - 2002

Graduate Student Representative, Graduate Council, UC Davis 



       2001 - 2002

Graduate Student Representative, Campus Council for Community & Diversity, UC Davis      2001 - 2002

Student Body President, Associated Students of Simpson College 



       1996 - 1997

Academic Committee Chairperson, Student Senate, Simpson College 


       1995 - 1996

Student Representative, Faculty Academic Council, Simpson College 


       1995 - 1996

Student Representative, Core Curriculum Revision Committee, Simpson College 
        
       1995 - 1996

College Level Service

HDFS Representative & Liaison, Associate Chairs and Directors Committee,                          2020 - 
College of Social Science, Michigan State University

Member, Graduate Student Corey & Thompson Research Award Committee 

      2022 - 2023
College of Social Science, Michigan State University  

Member, University Fellowship & AAGA Awards Committee 

      

      2021- 2022
College of Social Science, Michigan State University  

Department Representative, Graduate Curriculum Committee, 


     
      2019- 2022 
College of Social Science, Michigan State University

HDFS Representative & Liaison, Advisory Committee, Human Development Initiative
      2010 – 2018 
College of Social Sciences, Michigan State University 

Member, Undergraduate Scholarship Review Committee, 
      



      2014   
College of Social Sciences, Michigan State University 

Member, HDFS Chair Search Committee, 






      2012 – 2013 
College of Social Sciences, Michigan State University

Other University Service

Member, Hiram Fitzgerald Graduate Student Research Award Committee, 

      2020-2022 
Michigan State University 

Symposium Judge, University Undergraduate Research and Arts Forum (UURAF), 
      2010, 2011   
Michigan State University 

Faculty Representative, Alumni Distinguished Scholarship recruitment event, 

       2013 
College of Social Science, Michigan State University 

Faculty Representative, College Avenue recruitment event, 




       2013 
College of Social Science, Michigan State University 

Outreach Service

Testimony 

Vallotton, C.D., (March 1, 2023). Emergent Literacy Birth to 3 Years: Research on Opportunity, Practices, and Supports for Families and Educators. Provided expert testimony for Oregon State Legislature, House Committee on Early Childhood and Human Services. 
Workshops, Presentations, and Trainings

Vallotton, C. D. (March 15, 2025). Becoming a Behavior Detective: Responding to Child Behavior in Ways that Support Language and Social-Emotional Skills. Opening keynote address for the Infants Toddler Academy: Saginaw Intermediate School District, Saginaw, Michigan.
Vallotton, C. D. (March 15, 2025). Using Hands and Mouth to Support Hearts and Minds: Infant Signs in Your Classroom. Workshop for the Infants Toddler Academy: Saginaw Intermediate School District, Saginaw, Michigan.
Brophy-Herb, H., Vallotton, C. D., & Eddie, A. (May 20-22, 2024). Early Childhood Educators’ Use of Mental State Language as a Relational Tool to Promote Identity Healthy Development and Disrupt Bias. 2024 MI-AIMH Biennial Conference - Supporting Early Childhood Relationships: Learn, Connect, Restore & Rejuvenate. Kalamazoo, MI, May 20-22, 2024.  

Foster, T., & Vallotton, C. D. (May 20-22, 2024). Infant Mental Health foundations of early literacy: Using the Birth to Three Literacy Essentials to support early learning in homes and classrooms. 2024 MI-AIMH Biennial Conference - Supporting Early Childhood Relationships: Learn, Connect, Restore & Rejuvenate. Kalamazoo, MI, May 20-22, 2024.  

Vallotton, C. D. (March 19, 2024). Baby Language is Body Language: Using Baby Signs to Support Language and Emergent Literacy Before Your Baby Can Talk. The Guidance Center, Southgate, MI. 

Vallotton, C. D. (March 12, 2024). Respect, Connect, and Reflect: How to Guide Infant and Toddler Behavior to Support Social and Emotional Development. Infant/Toddler Parent & Teacher Seminar, Spartan Child Development Center, East Lansing, MI. 

Vallotton, C.D., Foster, T. F., Skibbe, L., Gardner-Neblett, N., Powell, D., & Koger, D. (February, 2023). Training of Early Literacy Leaders, February 27 – March 1, 2023, Troy, Michigan. Delivered a 12-module training over 3 days to train early childhood professionals (administrators, trainers, coaches, and home visitor trainers) as Early Literacy Leaders to use the Birth to 3 Literacy Essentials Educator and Family Toolkits to teach educators or families of infants and toddlers about ways they can and do support their children’s language and emergent literacy.  
Vallotton, C.D., Foster, T. F., Skibbe, L., Gardner-Neblett, N., Powell, D., & Koger, D. (October, 2022). Training of Early Literacy Leaders, October 4-6, 2022, Traverse City, Michigan. Delivered a 12-module training over 3 days to train early childhood professionals (administrators, trainers, coaches, and home visitor trainers) as Early Literacy Leaders to use the Birth to 3 Literacy Essentials Educator and Family Toolkits to teach educators or families of infants and toddlers about ways they can and do support their children’s language and emergent literacy.  
Vallotton, C.D., Foster, T. F., Skibbe, L., Gardner-Neblett, N., Powell, D., & Koger, D. (August, 2022). Training of Early Literacy Leaders, August 15-17, 2022, in Lansing Michigan. Delivered a 12-module training over 3 days to train early childhood professionals (administrators, trainers, coaches, and home visitor trainers) as Early Literacy Leaders to use the Birth to 3 Literacy Essentials Educator and Family Toolkits to teach educators or families of infants and toddlers about ways they can and do support their children’s language and emergent literacy. 
Vallotton, C. D., & Brophy-Herb, H. (February 18, 2022). Working Well with Babies: Comprehensive Competencies for Educators of Infants and Toddlers. New Hampshire Child Care Aware.  
Vallotton, C. D. (February 4, 2020). Connecting Social-Emotional Learning with Literacy: The Magic of Sharing Emotion-Rich Stories. Livingston County Kindergarten Summit, Holt, MI. 
Vallotton, C. D. (August 7, 2019). Supporting Emergent Literacy Birth to Age 3: Four Key Messages for Families. Michigan Home Visiting Conference. Kalamazoo, MI. 

Vallotton, C.D. (February 21, 2014). Backwards Design to Align our Goals, Assessments, and Curricula: An Exercise in Reflective Practice in our own College Classrooms, Early On Center for Higher Education, DeWitt, MI.  

Vallotton, C.D. (December 3, 2013). The Language of Emotion in Early Childhood, Michigan State University Extension Professional Development Webinar Series, East Lansing, MI.  

Vallotton, C.D. & Harewood, T.H. (July 15, 2013). Starting Strong with Home Visitation: Balancing Rapport-Building and Data Collection, Saginaw Birth to 5 Home Visiting Partners, Saginaw, MI.  

Vallotton, C.D. & Harewood, T.H.  (July 15, 2013). Interpreting and Using the Protective Factors Survey in Home Visiting Services, Saginaw Birth to 5 Home Visiting Partners, Saginaw, MI.  

Vallotton, C. D. (February, 2013). Supporting Language and Communication in Young Children. Presented to the Early Child Education staff at KinderCare, Lansing, MI. 
Vallotton, C. D. (April, 2012). Baby signs: Communicating with your baby before your baby can talk. Presented to MSU Faculty Parents through Human Resources, East Lansing, MI. 
Vallotton, C. D. & Decker, K. (February, 2012). Baby signs: Communicating with your baby before your baby can talk. Presented to MSU Student Parents on a Mission, MSU Campus, East Lansing, MI. 
Vallotton, C. D. (October, 2012). Baby signs: Communicating with your baby before your baby can talk. Presented at Shared Pregnancy, Lansing, MI. 

Vallotton, C. D. & Decker, K. (December, 2011). Parenting the Preverbal Child: Infant Sign Curriculum for Home Visiting. Training provided to MSU Parent Educators, MSU Campus, East Lansing, MI. 
Vallotton, C. D. (September, 2011). Baby signs: Communicating with your baby before your baby can talk. Presented at Shared Pregnancy, Lansing, MI. 

Vallotton, C. D. (September, 2010). Baby signs: Communicating with your baby before your baby can talk. Presented at Shared Pregnancy, Lansing, MI. 
Vallotton, C.D. (May, 2009). Introduction to early childhood screening, assessment, & evaluation, Saginaw Early Childhood Coalition, Saginaw, MI.  

Popular Media 

Begley: Why the power of DNA is overrated. Newsweek, November 24, 2009 

Talked out of tantrums: How baby babbling leads to good behavior, Psychology Today, January 1, 2011 

Dad’s psychological well-being impacts his kids’ development, Psychology Today July 16, 2016   

How to prepare kids to spend time alone, Fatherly, December 16, 2021  

Media Interviews and Podcasts 

Communicating with Babies, February 26, 2024. Supporting Child Caregivers Podcast. 

Dad’s Mental Health Matters. The Academic Minute. September 19, 2016. 
Infant Signs Series on WKAR Family Collections 
Father’s parenting stress and toddler language development. Who Cares? What’s the Point? Podcast   
Parenting Interviews on WLNS: 
The more words infants and toddlers hear the better they’ll develop, February 1, 2018 

How to tame tantrums coming from toddlers, March 1, 2018 

Asking the right questions can enhance child development, April 5, 2018 

Parents should promote good decision-making skills early, April 19, 2018 

Children with chores achieve better at school and at life, July 5, 2018 


Parenting Connection: The more Words a Toddler Hears the Better, 2019 

Parenting Connection: Chores help kids build worth and responsibility, April 23, 2019 

Parenting Connection: The importance of outdoor play, 2019 

Parenting Connection: Don’t force the “magic word,” May 28, 2019 

Mondays for Moms: Tips for picky eaters, March 14, 2022 

Mondays for Moms: The trouble with time-out and what to try instead, April 4, 2022 

Parenting connection: 6 steps to get your children talking, May 31, 2022 

Consulting and Advising 
Faculty Expert Consultant, Develop Teaching Materials Based on OPRE’s Research &
     2019 - 
Evaluation, Consultant to MEF Associates. Funded by Office of Planning,
Research, and Evaluation (OPRE), Administration for Children 
and Families (ACF) 
Project Lead, Essential Practices in Language & Emergent Literacy Birth to 

     2021-2023
Age 3 for Families, Consultant to Michigan Association of Intermediate 
School Districts

Expert Adviser, Infant and Toddler Teacher and Caregiver Competencies project, 
     2017 – 2021 
Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation (OPRE), Administration for 
Children and Families (ACF),  

Member, Technical Expert Panel, Q-CCIIT Professional Development Tools project, 
     2015 -2018 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children 
and Families, Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation (OPRE).  
Expert Advisory Panelist for the Early Educator Central: The Pathway to Degrees and 
     2015
Credentials for Infant-Toddler Educators, U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Offices of Child Care 
and Head Start. 
Member, Educational Advisory Board, Two Little Hands Productions, Midvale, Utah       
      2010 - 2013
Consultant on Evaluation Methodology, Community Action Program for Children,          
      2009 - 2013
Public Health Agency of Canada: Alberta, Ontario, and BC Regions 
International Mentoring 

Mentor for Ivana Prochazkova, PhD Student, Masaryk University,

      

      2010 - 2014
Brno, Czech Republic
Mentor for thesis topic for Ajay Saini, MS Student,
Department of Social Work,  

      2010 - 2011 
University of Delhi, India 
Mentor for Franziska Grimm, PhD Student, Max Planck Institute,

      

      2008 – 2010 
Leipzig, Germany

Community Service

Therapist and Dog Handler, Hug-a-Pet Program for emotionally and physically  
                   2007 - 2008
challenged children, Caring Canines Visiting Pet Therapy Program

Chair, Yolo County Maternal, Child & Adolescent Health (MCAH) Advisory Board 
       2003 - 2005

MCAH Representative, Yolo County Children’s Alliance Policy Council,            

       2004 - 2005

Child Development Representative, Yolo County MCAH Local Planning Group
  
       2004 - 2005

Child Development Representative & Vice-Chair, Yolo County MCAH Advisory Board          2000 - 2003

Evaluation Consultant, United Way’s Sacramento “Success by Six” Initiative

       1999 - 2000

Professional Affiliations

· Member, Network of Infant Toddler Researchers, Office of Planning, Research, & Evaluation, Administration for Children and Families (NITR) 

· Member, National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) 

· Member, Home-Based Care Workgroup, Child Care Policy Research Consortium (CCPRC)

· Member, Early Head Start Research & Evaluation Consortium 

· Member, Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD) 

· Member, World Association for Infant Mental Health (WAIMH) 

· Member, International Society on Infant Studies (ISIS) 

· Member, Phi Kappa Phi 
Claire Vallotton
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