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ACADEMIC STATEMENT GUIDANCE FOR SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY PHD APPLICANTS
This statement is required for all applicants to the School Psychology PhD program. There is no required format or structure for your academic statement. The points below are meant to serve as guidance on the information and content you should address in the statement. Statements typically range in length from 2-3 double-spaced pages.
· Briefly summarize your academic background, interests, and future goals as a rationale for pursuing graduate study in School Psychology.
· Detail your academic preparation and readiness for the program. Highlight relevant coursework and academic strengths that align with your graduate goals. If your academic record includes any “ups and downs”, address them honestly and emphasize progressive improvement in areas relevant to school psychology. If applicable, include evidence of strong academic performance and relevant professional, clinical, or research experiences. Demonstrate that you are mature, intellectually focused, and have a clear plan for professional development aligned with your goals.
· Explain your research interests and how they align with the School Psychology PhD program. Identify one or more faculty members whose research aligns with your interests and whom you hope to work with. Reference their specific work, lab projects, or publications that match with your goals. This demonstrates that you are intentional and informed in your decision-making. Explain how your background, experiences, or previous research shaped your interests, and how this faculty member’s mentorship will support your goals. If you have research experience, highlight it to show your preparation for doctoral-level study.
· Describe your career or professional goals. Present a logical argument for how your interests align with your goals and how this graduate degree advances your professional path. Though you do not have to commit yourself to one career, be as specific as possible about what you intend to do with this graduate degree (e.g., academic, public service, school psychology practice, private practice, etc.). Demonstrate that you are goal oriented and capable of developing a systematic and strategic plan to achieve your goals
· Emphasize your confidence in this program as the right next step in your professional journey.
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