Final Essay Rubric

	Criteria
	Weak/Revision Required
	Low Pass
	Pass

	Introduction
	Paper met none of the required elements of the introduction:
● 2 key themes not identifiable and/or muddled in the introduction
● Both themes are not defined 
● Fails to provide an outline of paper
	Paper met some required elements of the introduction:
● 2 key themes are identifiable
● Both themes are somewhat defined 
● Outline of paper identifiable
	Paper met all required elements of the introduction:
● Clearly identifies 2 key themes succinctly and explicitly
● Clearly defines both themes 
● Provides an effective brief outline of paper

	Body of Paper
	● Fails to identify 2 themes
● Fails to define 2 themes and their meaning
● No mention or explanation how each theme derives from at least 2 HALE MA core courses and/or electives
● Missing details of how 2 themes are connected to their overall HALE MA experience
● No connection of ideas, insights, and learnings across courses
	● 2 themes are identifiable 
● Definition of 2 themes and their meaning is identifiable
● Somewhat explains how each theme derives from at least 2 HALE MA core courses and/or electives
● Adequate details of how 2 themes are connected to their overall HALE MA experience
● Adequately connects ideas, insights, and learnings across courses 
	● Easy to distinguish 2 themes
● Effectively defines 2 themes and their meaning
● Clearly explains how each theme derives from at least 2 HALE MA core courses and/or electives
● Effectively details how 2 themes are connected to their overall HALE MA experience
● Exceptional connection of ideas, insights, and learnings across courses
● Presence of original and creative thought

	Concluding Reflective Statement
	Paper met none of the required elements of the concluding reflective statement:
● No identifiable conclusion
● No reflection on the two themes
● Fails to connect themes to professional work, career advancement, or lifelong learning
	Paper met some of the required elements of the concluding reflective statement:
● Conclusion is identifiable but limited
● Mentions the two themes but does not clearly explain their application
● Provides some, but incomplete or superficial, reflection on connections to professional work, career advancement, and/or lifelong learning
	Paper met all of the required elements of the concluding reflective statement:
● Provides a clear and well-developed conclusion
● Explicitly addresses both themes and their significance
● Offers thoughtful and specific reflection on how the two themes will be applied to professional work, career advancement, and/or lifelong learning

	Formatting
 
	Paper met none of the required formatting:
● Missing Title Page
● Did not meet word count
● Font is not 12-point font
● Spacing is not double spaced
● Missing Reference Page
	Paper met some of the required formatting: 
● Title Page
● Word count
● Word count indication
● Font
● Spacing
● Reference Page 
	Paper met all of the required formatting: 
● Title Page: student’s name, date of submission, department name, degree program, and advisor name
● Met word count of 1,500 words max
● Clearly identify word count after concluding paragraph
● Font: 12-point font
● Spacing: Double spaced
● Reference Page



