Scholar Profile — Zulfiya Kulmanova
 
Dr. Zulfiya Kulmanova is a Bolashak International Scholar at MSU’s College of Education through Kazakhstan's flagship, one-year scholarship program.  Culture is her forte—her research focuses on the etymology of words, tracing their origin and history, as well as examining how meanings and pronunciations change over time. Growing up, her grandparents influenced her passion for language. Her grandfather, an Islamic religious leader, taught her prayers in Arabic, while her grandmother used proverbs to teach her lessons about behavior and attitude.  For example, a word spoken is an arrow shot cautions about the weight spoken words carry.   [image: ]
 
She is the Kurmangazy Kazakh National Conservatory’s first Bolashak scholar.  When she returns to the Conservatory, she plans to take what she learned at MSU, particularly about mixed methods research and classroom engagement, to make research and course materials more practical, such as using AI to make visuals.  
 
When asked why she selected MSU, she shared, “Past Bolashak participants recommended the CED because faculty help make excellent connections across the whole of MSU.”  She took a research methods course with Dr. Frederick Poole and Advanced Topics in Second Language Acquisition with Dr. Paula Winke.  “Plus, everyone is nice and patient, compared to larger US cities.  It’s also a great jumping off point to explore other parts of Michigan and the US, from Sleeping Bear Dunes to NYC and Niagara Falls.”
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