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ceptance of this system. I feel myself lost in the Cconter
nitude. By adopting this system, we shal] probaby}
erecting temples of liberty in every part of the éartll
by many, that on the success of the struggle A;:h ; are d on the FOU.I' th Of Jll].y I7 88,
ssion Formed at Philadelphia
t-he Adoption of the Constitution

|of the United States.

dom will depend the exertions of the brave anq e
tions. The advantages resulting from thig system wil]

the United States, but will draw from Eumpe o
who pant for the enjoyment of freedom. Tt wil ;.
to preserve their subjects, to restore to them g po;
which they have for many ages been deprived. It will
great designs of Providence with regard to thig glo |
of mankind, their improvement in knowledge, and, th
happiness. i citizens,
erous indulgence I may well bespeak, for many rea-
but one. While I express it, I feel it in all its force. My
ibilities far superiour to mine would be unequal—
hich I have the honour of being called to address you.
cnli-ghtened, establishing and ratifying a system of
y have previously considered, examined, and ap-
ectacle, which we are assembled to celebrate; and it
ne that has yet appeared on our globe. Numerous
the triumphs of conquerors. But from what causes
Of what consequences have they been productive?
gun in ambition: they have generally ended in tyr-
nnical can participate of dignity: and to freedom’s
appears contemptible, even when he treads on the

ome, seated on their curule chairs, and surrounded
lustre, were an object much more respectable: and
: pleasure, the admiration of those untutored savages,
as so many gods upon earth. But who were those
only a part of a society: they were vested only with

tris I, pharaoh of Egypt from 1971 to 1926 B.C.
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Let us begin with Peace—the mild and modest -
How seldom does the amiable wanderer choose, fo
dence, the habitations of men! In their systems, she g
ments, civil and ecclesiaspical, inconsistent with the ¢
of her temper. In the old world, how many millions
unprofitable to society, burthensome to industry,
ments that deserve not to be supported, the causes

harbinge;.g 2 gifference? When that description was made, the force of lib-

" her perm
CEes tog Many
almness al'l.'. g
of men do:
the props. o

Ofdistrus
. t
of peace, and the instruments of destruction in the times of warp

they not employed in cultivating useful arts, and in forwardi
- []

» that gyg
may w,

) Uropeg
and unmolested with the alarm and solicitude to which tP})le
se.

ded the soil.

iculture the only art, which feels the influence of government?
.l'l'factufes and commerce its power is equally prevalent. There
Caﬁses operate-—and there they produce the same effects. The
village, the busy city, the crowded port—all these are the gifts
and without 2 good government, liberty cannot exist.
 sre advantages, but these are not all the advantages, that result
«tem of good government.—Agriculture, manufactures, and
.o will ensure to us plenty, convenience, and elegance. But is there
-ing still wanting to finish the man? Are internal virtues and
ments less estimable, or less attracting than external arts and
ts’ Is the operation of government less powerful upon the former
the latter? By no means. Upon this as upon a preceding top-
on and history will concur in their information and advice. In a
d, the sciences and the virtues love to dwell. But can the mind
¢ serene, when the property, liberty, subsistence of himself, and
for whom he feels more than he feels for himself, depend on a
od. If the dispirited subject of oppression can, with difficulty, ex-
.'.".cebled faculties, so far as to provide, on the incessant demands
food just enough to lengthen out his wretched existence, can it
ted that, in such a state, he will experience those fine and vigor-
ovements of the soul, without the full and free exercise of which,
ince and virtue will never flourish? Look around you to the nations
v exist. View, in historick retrospect, the nations that have hereto-
ed. The collected result will be, an entire conviction of these all-
truths—where tyranny reigns, there is the country of igno-
d vice—where good government prevails, there is the country of
and virtue. Under a good government, therefore, we must look for
mplished man.
hall we confine our views even here? While we wish to be ac-
ied men and citizens, shall we wish to be nothing more? While
ttorm our duty, and promote our happiness in this world, shall we

improvements? Let us indulge the pleasing expectation
the operation of government in the United States. Why
that, disentangled from the intrigues and jealousies of F.

and jealousies give birth, our counsels will be directed to the ¢
ment, and our strength will be exerted in the cultivation, of ali
peace?

Of these, the first is agriculture. This is true in all countr
United States, its truth is of peculiar importance. The subsisteﬁce
the materials of manufactures, the articles of commerce—a]] sp .
nally from the soil. On agriculture, therefore, the wealth of
founded. Whether we consult the observations that reason will
or attend to the information that history will give, we shall, in
be satisfied of the influence of government, good or bad, upon thi
of agriculture. In a government, whose maxims are those of oppgé
property is insecure. It is given, it is taken away, by caprice. Wher
no security for property, there is no encouragement for industry.
industry, the richer the soil, the more it abounds with weeds. The e
of history warrants the truth of these general remarks. Attend to/G
and compare her agriculture in ancient and in modern times. Th
ing harvests bore testimony to the bountiful boons of liberty. N
very earth languishes under oppression. View the Campania of ]

How melancholy the prospect! Whichever way you turn your
eyes, scenes of desolation crowd before them. Waste and barrenn

around you in all their hideous forms. What is the reason? With€ ¥no regards upon the next? Does no connexion subsist between the

this connexion flows the most important of all the blessings of
vernment. But here let us pause—unassisted reason can guide us

tyranny the land is cursed. Open the classick page: you trace, in!
description, the beautiful reverse of every thing you have seen. W¥
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o chameless front, insist that herself alone is the genuine char-
1 4 that herself alone is entitled to the respect, which the genuine
o deserves. With the giddy and undiscerning, on whom a deeper

no farther—she directs us to that heaven-descended science, by with
and immortality have been brought to light. .
May wre ot B0V s that we have reason for our joy? But wi .« made by dauntless impudence than by modest merit, her
herish the delightful emotion, let us remember those things, on is ™ . ’
c

e . : . are often successful. She receives the honours of liberty, and
requisite to give it permanence and stability. Shall we lie supine, ang i ’

P i If is treated as a traitor and a usurper. Generally, however, this
. ings and enjoyments, to which e erse

in listless langour, for those blessing i ’ ! _ctor acts only a secondary part. Though she alone appear upon
: hed? If we would be happy, we must be active, ° impo* A . .
inseparably attached: ' " her motions are regulated by dark ambition, who sits concealed

i) d anners must mutually support and be suppor ) ) ’ :
stitution and our m p e s—— the curtain, and who knows that despotism, his other favourite,

4 3 -2 . . isagreeal S 1o e . R . 8

on this festivity, it will ncl:;t b}i. 1 f%y ot s follow the success of licentiousness. Against these enemies of

. oth justl J i : . .
virtues and manners that ﬁjrst tvrast v attEtion, Theo b who act in concert, though they appear on opposite sides, the pa-

Frugality and temperance i hich - . will keep a watchful guard.
powerful virtues are the sole foundation, on which a good g
: 4 e the virtues, which nursed an o . .

can rest with security. They wer ’ : . er. that it is the duty of every citizen to use his best and most un-
: d prepared her for all her greatness. But in the giddyl : ’ . .

infant Rome, and prep N - endeavours for preserving it pure, healthful, and vigorous? For
he spurned from her the obscure instruments, . ) "
she sp heir place, substituted hwxury and plishment of this great purpose, the exertions of no one citizen
i ace .
LR PR portant. Let no one, therefore, harbour, for a moment, the mean
he is and can be of no value to his country: let the contrary manly
animate his soul. Every one can, at many times, perform, to the
seful services; and he, who steadily pursues the road of patriotism,
g most inviting prospect of being able, at some times, to perform emi-
Allow me to direct your attention, in a very particular man-
momentous part, which, by this constitution, every citizen will
be called to act. All those in places of power and trust will be
er immediately by the people, or in such a manner that their
t will depend ultimately on such immediate election. All the
movements of government must spring from the original move-
e people at large. If to this they give a sufficient force and a just
o, all the others will be governed by its controlling power. To speak
@ metaphor, if the people, at their elections, take care to choose
presentatives that are wise and good, their representatives will
0 their turn, to choose or appoint none but such as are wise and
The remark applies to every succeeding election and appoint-
he characters proper for publick officers will be diffused from
Hate elections of the people over the remotest parts of adminis-
Ewhat immense consequence is it, then, that this primary duty

constitution is the greatest blessing, which a society can enjoy.

of her prosperity, p
i cured; and,
ih‘,:a;oi::quence was such as might have been expected. -She: ;
for some time, a gay and flourishing appearance; but the 1.nt..
and soundness of her constitution were g.o?e. At last, she fil;
the poisonous draughts, which were adfmmsten.&d by h;n; Fe. o
rites. The fate of Rome, both in her rising and in her fa m%_: :.
the fate of every other nation that 5ha1'1 follow both p(;lrt.s ofk
Industry appears next among the virtues of a goo c1t1‘it?n |
the nurse of villains. The industrious allone constitute a.na;?
1 will not expatiate on this fruitful subject. Let qniammot;ng_,_l
suffice. In a well constituted commom:vealth, the in ;strt); ; 50.
extends beyond himself. A common interest perv; es o
gains from all, and all gain from each. It has o.ften celrli o
sciences flourish all together: the remark applies eq;a ywhaﬁ_r
Your patriotick feelings attest the truth of what 1 say, 5
d preserve the advantages OF2 &
iform attachment 0 liberty,
ful and insidious. £
er signature;:

virtues necessary to merit an
ment, 1 number a warm and un
constitution. The enemies of liberty are art
steals her dress, imitates her manner, fO‘l.ng'S h Nl
name. But the real name of the deceiver is hcent‘l:i\ih o .'
frontery, that she will charge liberty to her face
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sque and splendid decorations around me furnish the most beautiful
Tost prilliant proofs, that these remarks are far from being imaginary
commencement of our government has been eminently glorious: let
in every excellence b i ) i
: . . rogress 10 EVery e proportionably great. It will—it
. . m
e YO; V\'nll i(l)rgwe ey L am sure, fEr f:ndeavourmg to im What an enrapturing prospect opens on the United States! Pl us(;
upon your minds, i1 the strongest manner. the importan 2 . .« Flaci
dP i’ iy ) : g Rl & Y p ce of this srres ¢ ndrywalks in front, attended by the venerable plough. Lowing herd
uty. 1t 1s the rst concoction in politicks; an if an errour is cop ‘ Pur yallies: bleating flocks Spread 5 o . g herds
. . : | ¢ A .
here, it can never be corrected in any subsequent process: the cert, ' 13 1 pastures, yellow h _ r our hills: verdant meadows,
sequence must be disease Let no one say, that he is but a sing] ' 5 & VIV)I arvests, bending orchards, rise in rapid suc-
. y ngle from east to west. Flenty, with her copi 2
o . . . opious horn, sits easy smilin
and t.hat his ticket will be but .one in the box..That one ticket may a8 J cons S umreomplacencygenioysiandforesTibs 0ver’the scerz’e o g
election. 1n battle, every soldier should consider the publick safety. O . st il herigplead i mdremballished fo f[h om-
. . . . ' _ , rms. The riv-
Per;?lrll{g; n his single darm. :t . exllery citizen should consig lakes, and seas, are crowded with ships. Their shores ar 1-Nd
i i i is si : . : are cover
public appn'less as ePen ing on his sing evote.' . “The cities are filled with inhabitants. The asts, d _e
A progressive state is necessary to the happiness and perfectio; ce, yet with simplicity; appea i beautiful . arts, decked with
. ; g €y f autiful vari g
man. Whatever attainments are already reached, attainments still’ b ¢, Around them are diffused, in rich ab 1et;1y, and v;flell adjusted
1 s o X ’ undance, the necessar-
should be pursued. Let us, therefore, strive with noble emulation. | Beccncies, and the ornaments of life. With heartfelt, e sar
i i i i . : ntentm
suppose We have done nothing, while any thing yet remains to be BRWN = 1o st 15h ot AsurEhingTaa. ent,
Let us, with fervent zeal, press forward, and make unceasing advas ne and unalarmed over all the 1 & : secure. Peace walks
in every thing that can support, improve, refine, or embellish so d religion go hand in ha dul}llmo ested regions—while liberty, vir-
. . n armoni g . ;
enter into part1cu1ars under each of these heads, and to dilate ting all! Happy country! I\;Ia 0 hIOuS.I}’: protecting, enlivening,
cording to their importance, would be improper at this time. A ! May thy happiness be perpetual!
marks on the last of them will be congenial with the entertainm

should be faithfully and skilfully discharged! On the faithful apg.
discharge of it, the publick happiness or infelicity, under this anq
other constitution, must, in a very great measure, depend. For, beljeyan
no government, even the best, can be happily administered by igno

this auspicious day.
If we give the slightest attention to nature, we shall discover, th

utility, she is curious to blend ornament. Can we imitate a bette
Publick exhibitions have been the favourite amusements of som
wisest and most accomplished nations. Greece, in her most shif
considered her games as far from being the least respectable amo
publick establishments. The shows of the circus evince that, on th
ject, the sentiments of Greece were fortified by those of Rome.
Publick processions may be so planned and executed as to join B

properties of Hature’s rule. They may instruct and improve, while

tertain and please. They may point out the elegance or usefulne
and €

sciences and the arts. They may preserve the memory,
importance of great political events. They may represent; W2 &
felicity and force, the operation and effects of great political tru&



