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GRADUATE OFFICE FELLOWSHIP (GOF) FUNDS
2025-26 Academic Year (funds generally for Summer 2026)

Final Deadline to Apply: 5:00 p.m., Monday, March 16, 2026

MSU Law has a limited pool of Graduate Office Fellowship (GOF) funds available to students pursuing public interest and public-sector opportunities, including work with government agencies, courts, legal services organizations, and nonprofit organizations. GOF funding helps offset certain expenses related to professional development and educational enhancement during the 2025–26 academic year.

Students may apply for fellowship funding to cover eligible expenses for activities completed at any point during the 2025–26 academic year, provided they are enrolled in classes during this academic year.  Students graduating in May 2026 are not eligible for GOF funding. Please note that students requesting summer funding may be required to enroll in a summer course to receive funding for the academic year.

Students can apply for these fellowship funds to cover the following:
1. Research or project expenses directly related to your law degree, including internships/externships;

2. Expenses associated with attending professional seminars, workshops, or trainings (on and off campus); or

3. Travel expenses to present research/project at conferences. Students should direct questions regarding travel expenses to Assistant Dean Alana Glass at alana.glass@law.msu.edu. 

*Use of these funds for travel and/or research will be processed according to MSU institutional policies.

How MSU College of Law will allocate funds:
· MSU College of Law will prioritize students seeking funding for public-interest or public-sector work or internships beginning no later than summer 2026. Fellowship funds will be awarded based on the number of eligible proposals received and available funds. 

· The grant is awarded as a fellowship; generally, funds are deposited directly into student accounts as a lump sum, and any outstanding balances will be paid.

· Students must be enrolled in the 2025-26 academic year and must not be a May 2026 graduate. 

· Grants are intended to cover only a portion of the funds identified in student budgets; therefore, applications should include the full budget for the activity or purpose, with a line-item breakdown of costs.

· Awarding fellowships will depend on the number of complete applications that meet all criteria (see previous and next sections) and are received by the application deadline.

· Students with federal financial aid are strongly encouraged to consult the Office of Financial Aid to understand how this award affects their overall financial aid package. 

· Fellowships can be considered taxable income. Domestic students are not taxed by MSU; however, the University is required to tax international students on any award above the cost of their education. Fellowships will be reported on a 1098-T and, for non-US Citizens, also on a 1042-S. If you owe MSU any money, MSU will take what you owe directly from this award prior to deposition.

· To receive Financial Aid during the summer semester, you must have at least half-time enrollment. Please speak with your academic advisor about the required number of credits for half-time.
 
· Please note: Students who receive GOF funding may be required to enroll in a one-credit course as part of the program's requirements. If you are not enrolled for Summer 2026, the award will first be applied to any outstanding balance on your student account.
· Scenario 1: If you are currently at budget (all aid utilized), you must enroll in Summer 2026 to create eligibility for the award to be added and applied to summer charges. Any excess will be refunded.
· Scenario 2: If you have room in your budget, the award will be added to your aid package. You may enroll in summer courses. If not enrolled, any eligible excess will be refunded.
· Scenario 3: If you have limited room in your budget, the award will be added to your package. Once enrolled for Summer, funds will apply to your student account. Any remaining funds will be refunded after charges are paid.
· Scenario 4: If you do not receive financial aid and have an outstanding balance, the award will be applied to those charges. If your balance is $0, the full award will be refunded.
· Students enrolled at least half-time in summer, with classes beginning before July 1, 2026, may apply for a Summer Grad PLUS Loan for additional living expenses.
Please contact a financial aid team member at ofalaw@msu.edu with any questions regarding Financial Aid. 

How MSU Law will make decisions:
· The Assistant Dean for Career Services and the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs will review applications based on the application criteria. 

· [bookmark: Untitled]MSU Law will allocate funds to applicants who meet the eligibility criteria, based on requests and an equitable distribution.

· Priority will be given to students seeking funding for public-interest or public-sector work who have secured a summer 2026 placement. Priority will also be given to students who have not previously received GOF funding.

Application Criteria and Deadline:
· Students must be in good academic standing (2.0 or above) to apply. 

· Students must also have completed at least 24 credits before the 2026-27 academic year.

· Students must submit the application (including all components) no later than 5:00 p.m. on Monday, March 16, 2026. Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis. Applying before the deadline is encouraged. Use your MSU Law email account to access and complete the application. 

Application Components: 
· Complete the application. The application includes four components: (1) a Proposal, (2) an itemized budget, (3) a resume, and (4) an optional statement of support. 

(1) Proposal: Submit a minimum one-page proposal describing how the funding would support the student’s academic and professional goals. Proposals must be authored by the student and demonstrate graduate school-level writing, including clear organization, professional judgment, and careful attention to grammar and style, consistent with the standards expected of students entering the legal profession. Any use of AI tools must be strictly limited to proofreading or minor grammatical assistance, not to generating substantive content.

(2) Itemized budget: Include a one-page (or less) itemized budget identifying expenses for the entire proposed activity. This will help the committee decide which ‘part’ of the expenses to support. Be sure to provide a list of other sources from which you have received or are seeking funds for this activity or purpose (i.e., matching funds).

(3) Resume: Include a resume that lists all professional and educational qualifications. The committee recommends meeting with an Assistant Director of Career Services for a resume review before submitting the resume. 

(4) Statement of support (optional): Obtain a short statement of support from an MSU Law faculty member or a member of the legal profession. The statement should support the student’s case for the GOF fellowship, based on the criteria described above. 

REQUIRED - Student Report on Fund Use:
Each recipient of GOF funds shall, within one month of completing the funded activity, submit a report describing the activities and how the student’s academic and professional goals benefited from these funds. Students must set their own calendar reminder to submit their report. 
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