This writing (W) course will examine brain and mind development during the first five years of a child’s life, including in-utero. The content will focus primarily on prenatal influences on brain development, and postnatal brain development as it corresponds to sensory and mental function. For ease of organization and class discussion of topics, it is organized into three modules:
1. Nature and Nurture (Life in the womb): nature and nurture; prenatal brain development, prenatal influences on brain development; brain and birth.
2. The senses (Pre- and post-natal development): Touch, taste, smell, vestibular, hearing and vision.
3. Cognitive functions (The magic of age 4): Motor, intelligence; memory; socio-emotional and Theory of Mind; language.

The focus of is on content but also writing – we will have writing tutorials, and the majority of your grade is based on hand-written work, in various forms in class (quizzes, editing, short form answers).

By the end of the course:
Have a good understanding of how the brain develops and how this impacts a developing fetus/baby/infant/child: There is a heavy focus on real-life, what they can do (or prefer) and why. Students who have completed the course say it will be useful to them in their life.

Understand the process of brain development from its basic stages of neural development to the functional development of different regions and psychological abilities. You will appreciate the relative influences of nature and nurture on sensory and cognitive development, and how human brain development is in many ways a form of ‘mini-evolution’. 


