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NEW YORK POWER AUTHORITY AND NEW YORK STATE CANAL 
CORPORATION ANNOUNCE SEASONAL OPENING OF NEW YORK 

STATE CANAL SYSTEM 

All Locks, Lift Bridges Operating Today through Oct. 14, except for Locks E-24 
(Baldwinsville), E-25 (Mays Point) and CS-1 (Cayuga) due to Weather Related High 

Water 

Continued $50 Million Canal Infrastructure Investment Included in Governor’s 
Proposed 2026-2027 Fiscal Year Budget 

Free Programming Across the Canal System All Season 

Photos of Today’s Opening in Waterford Available Here 

Video of Today’s Opening Day in Waterford Available Here  

The New York Power Authority and New York State Canal Corporation today announced 
the official opening of the New York State Canal system for the 2026 Navigation Season. 
This year marks the 202nd consecutive season of navigation and, at a time when America 
readies to celebrate its 250th birthday, is a reminder of New York's critical role, both past 
and present, in our country's history.  

“We are thrilled to welcome boaters to the Canal system for the 2026 Navigation Season,” 
said New York Power Authority President and CEO Justin E. Driscoll. “We have a 
year packed with events and community celebrations and hope that New Yorkers and 
visitors across the 524-mile system join us to enjoy all that this scenic waterway has to 
offer.” 

New York State Canal Corporation maintenance and operations staff worked tirelessly 
through a challenging winter season to ensure the Canal system’s locks, lift bridges, and 
infrastructure assets are safe and in good working order to welcome boaters from around 
the world. All but three of the Canal system’s 57 locks began their seasonal operation 
today. The Erie Canal between Lock E-24 in Baldwinsville and Lock E-25 in Mays Point, 
and the Cayuga-Seneca Canal between the junction with Erie Canal and Lock CS-1 in 
Cayuga are experiencing high water due to recent rain. These sections of the Canal 
system will open once the water levels recede and buoys are placed.  
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This year marks the third consecutive year that a $50 million investment into the New 
York State Canal system has been included as part of the proposed FY 2026-2027 
Budget. The proposed funding will enable modernization of 19th century reservoir dams 
and water control structures, safeguarding downstream residents, businesses, and 
infrastructure. By reinforcing this infrastructure today for the next hundred years of 
service, New York is positioning the Canal system to better withstand environmental 
change, support the diverse needs of the communities along its route, and continue 
powering economic growth statewide. 

New York State Canal Corporation Director Ben Walsh said, “In my first months on 
the job, I’ve toured this complex, historic system from end to end and have seen firsthand 
how hard our operations and maintenance crews work to keep it running. Through their 
‘Canal Craft’—often fabricating parts in-house and working in grueling winter conditions—
our skilled workforce ensures every piece of infrastructure is ready by opening day. I’ve 
also seen how much this waterway and its adjacent trail mean to New Yorkers, and how 
much the corridor offers the community and visitors alike through recreation, arts and 
cultural programming, and environmental stewardship. It’s an honor to lead the Canal 
Corporation into the future, and I’m excited for the navigation season ahead.” 

Travelers on the Canal system and local canalside residents will have the opportunity to 
experience many free programs including:  

• The Medina Triennial, a free, international contemporary art exhibition that brings 
together diverse artists, communities, and disciplines, takes place for its first 
installment, from June 6 to Sept. 7. 

  
• Albany Symphony’s Water Music series: 

•  July 10: Erie Canal Lock E-2, Waterford 
•  July 11: Bellamy Harbor Park, Rome 
•  Aug. 15: Gateway Harbor Park, The Tonawandas.  

  
• The Back to Buffalo Tour for the Erie Canal Boat Seneca Chief, which will span 

16 ports in 22 days. 
  

• On the Canals continues into its seventh year, offering accessible outdoor 
activities for all. 
 

A full list of events and happenings may be found through this interactive 
calendar:  canals.ny.gov 
 
In addition, the Canal Corporation’s partners at Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor 
have curated free itineraries for New Yorkers and visitors wishing to explore the important 
role the Erie Canal has played in America’s story and its influence on the American 
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economy and community fabric. More information on those experiences can be found 
here: https://eriecanalway.org/explore/revolutionary-experiences. 
 
Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor Executive Director Bob Radliff said, 
“Opening day is an occasion to celebrate the new canal season and the many ways the 
NYS Canal system contributes to New York State’s economy and quality of life. From 
heritage tourism and recreation to hydropower and irrigation to community vitality, this 
historic waterway continues to serve New Yorkers and is a point of pride for the nation 
during our 250th anniversary.” 
 
The Canal Corporation encourages all mariners and Canalside stakeholders to register 
to receive Notice to Mariners alerts for the latest information on canal operations.   
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