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Australia, 14 October 
 
Sodexo, global leader in quality of life services, is taking strides in its commitment to food waste 

prevention, pledging to purchase 100 tonnes of food per year for the next three years from certified 

Social Traders, Yume. 

 

Food purchases made through Yume allow high-quality surplus food to make its way through 

Sodexo’s supply chain, preventing unnecessary food waste.  

 

In the past month alone, Sodexo worked with Yume to intercept 32,000 Red Velvet cakes and 12,220 

bowls of soup destined to become further figures in Australia’s food waste problem. 	
 

Darren Hedley, CEO, Energy & Resources APAC & Country President, Sodexo Australia said:  
“For the past four years we have partnered with Yume to make an impact on the food wastage 

culture in Australia. Operating across more than 300 sites in Australia, we recognise our 

responsibility to give our consumers the highest quality food through the most socially – and 

environmentally – conscious approach.” 

 

Australia wastes around 7.3 million tonnes of food each year, representing about 300 kilograms per 

person, according to research by the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment. 

 

Sodexo was the first corporate buyer to take the Yume Pledge in 2018. Since, Sodexo has 

consistently pledged each year and has purchased more than 190 tonnes of food through Yume to 

date. 

 

Katy Barfield, Yume Founder and CEO said:  
“The Australian commercial food sector is responsible for 55% of the food which ends up in landfill – 

this is equal to 4.1 million tonnes of food each year. We need more companies, like Sodexo, to make 

a commitment to minimising food waste in this country.  
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Since 2016, Yume estimate they have saved more than 590 million litres of water from going to waste 

and prevented 10 million kilograms of CO2 emissions, largely due to the support of corporate 

Australia. 

 

Sodexo’s partnership with Yume is part of its Better Tomorrow corporate responsibility roadmap, with 

a key focus on reducing waste.  

  

For more information about Sodexo, visit https://au.sodexo.com/home.html.  

 

About Yume  
Yume works closely with manufacturers and primary producers, to understand their surplus food problems and 

develops new and safe avenues to market via an online BtoB marketplace. In doing so, the award-winning social 
enterprise - one of only three companies globally using technology to offer an innovative market for surplus food - 

has prevented nearly 3 million kilograms of food from becoming food waste. 	
 

About Sodexo 
Founded in Marseille in 1966 by Pierre Bellon, Sodexo is the global leader in services that improve Quality of 

Life, an essential factor in individual and organizational performance. Operating in 64 countries, Sodexo serves 

100 million consumers each day through its unique combination of On-site Services, Benefits & Rewards 

Services and Personal & Home Services. Sodexo provides clients an integrated offering developed over more 

than 50 years of experience: from foodservices, reception, maintenance and cleaning, to facilities and equipment 
management; from services and programs fostering employees’ engagement to solutions that simplify and 

optimize their mobility and expenses management, to in-home assistance, child care centers and concierge 

services. Sodexo’s success and performance are founded on its independence, its sustainable business model 

and its ability to continuously develop and engage its 420,000 employees throughout the world.  

Sodexo is included in the CAC Next 20, CAC 40 ESG, FTSE 4 Good and DJSI indices. 

 

Key figures 

19.3 billion euro in Fiscal 2020 consolidated revenues 
420,000 employees as at August 31, 2020 
#1 France-based private employer worldwide 
64 countries 
100 million consumers served daily 

12.1 billion euro in market capitalization (as at March 31, 2021) 

 


