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Suncoast Credit Union donates new delivery truck to Harry Chapin
Food Bank

Truck to distribute food to agency partners, neighbors across Southwest Florida

FORT MYERS, Fla. — Suncoast Credit Union Foundation donated a new refrigerated delivery truck to Harry
Chapin Food Bank, a gift that helps the nonprofit provide food to additional neighbors experiencing hunger
throughout Southwest Florida.

The truck, a Peterbilt Model 548 with a full-length refrigerated trailer and hydraulic lift, will deliver fresh
produce, boxed food, canned goods, frozen food and perishables to individuals and families through Harry
Chapin Food Bank's robust Feeding Network, which includes 175+ agency partners throughout Collier,
Charlotte, Glades, Hendry and Lee counties. The donated truck and trailer are valued at $250,000.

“Trucks like this can distribute 20 or more pallets of food to a location,” said Richard LeBer, president and CEO
of Harry Chapin Food Bank. “It’s a really important part of our ability to feed over 250,000 people monthly
across five counties. We’re delighted to have the truck join the fleet and so grateful for the generosity of

Suncoast Credit Union and its Foundation.”

Bob Hyde, vice president of community impact at Suncoast Credit Union, presented LeBer with keys to the new
truck on July 21 at a previously scheduled mobile distribution and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
registration event at the STARS Complex in Fort Myers. Harry Chapin Food Bank provided more than 200
neighbors with fresh vegetables, including cabbage, spaghetti squash, sweet potatoes and white potatoes, along

with half-gallon jugs of milk and frozen chicken.

In announcing the donation, Hyde noted the Foundation has a responsibility to invest in the communities where
its members live and establish partnerships to address issues impacting residents in those communities. In

Southwest Florida, an estimated one in eight people — including one in six children — are food insecure. The
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timing of Suncoast’s donation coincided with a period of increased demand for food as working adults face
reduced hours and lower wages during slower summer months. Meanwhile, schools are closed for the summer,

and many children and teens lack access to meals typically provided by schools.

“Our mission at Suncoast Credit Union is to improve the lives of our members and the communities where they
live,” Hyde said of Suncoast Credit Union. “It is impossible to name a greater need than food and nutrition, and

we are proud to partner with Harry Chapin Food Bank to help alleviate hunger.”

The Suncoast Credit Union Foundation is a nonprofit organization that promotes the education, health and
emotional wellbeing of children in the community. Since the Foundation’s inception in 1990, it has contributed

over $53 million to nonprofits and charitable causes.
About Harry Chapin Food Bank

Harry Chapin Food Bank, a Feeding America partner food bank, is the largest hunger-relief organization in
Southwest Florida and serves 250,000 neighbors monthly through its Feeding Network of 175 agency partners.
In 2024, the nonprofit distributed 39.5 million pounds of food, the equivalent of 32 million meals, at food banks
and mobile pantries across Charlotte, Collier, Glades, Hendry and Lee counties. Harry Chapin Food Bank is an
Agency Partner of United Way and a Blueprint Partner of the Naples Children & Education Foundation, rated as
a Four-Star Charity by Charity Navigator and Platinum-rated by Candid’s GuideStar. For more information,
please visit HarryChapinFoodBank.org or call 239-334-7007.

About Suncoast Credit Union

Suncoast Credit Union is the largest credit union in the state of Florida, the 8th largest in the United States
based on membership, and the 10th largest in the United States based on its $19 billion in assets. Chartered in
1934 as Hillsborough County Teachers Credit Union, Suncoast Credit Union currently operates 78 full-service
branches and serves more than 1.3 million members across Florida. As a community credit union, anyone who
lives, works, attends school, or worships in Suncoast Credit Union’s service area is eligible for membership. In
2021, Suncoast Credit Union’s field of membership was expanded to include public K-12 teachers, college
educators, and educational support staff from all of Florida’s 67 counties. Suncoast is passionate about
community support. Since its founding in 1990, the Suncoast Credit Union Foundation has raised and donated
more than $53 million to organizations and initiatives that support the health, education, and emotional well-
being of children in the communities that the credit union serves. For more information, visit suncoast.com or
follow us on social media: Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, and Instagram.
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Ryan Uhler, Marketing and Communications Director, Harry Chapin Food Bank, RUhler@HCFB.org or 239-
822-9560 (cell)

Holly Boldrin, APR, CPRC, Priority Marketing, Holly@PriorityMarketing.com, 239-267-2638 or 239-887-
9335 (cell)

Dave Breitenstein, Priority Marketing, Dave@PriorityMarketing.com, 239-267-2638 or 239-317-5424 (cell)
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