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Tampa Bay Rays Star Junior Caminero joins local Little Leaguers for special fundraising 

event 
 

Local teams walk away with more than $2,800 each 
 
TAMPA, Fla., Sept. 15, 2026 – Local Little Leaguers experienced the thrill of a lifetime when 
they competed alongside Tampa Bay Rays All-Star Junior Caminero during a fundraising event 
benefiting their teams. 
 
The second annual Every Hit is a Win with Junior Caminero baseball game, hosted by 
Suncoast Credit Union, drew dozens of young players and hundreds of spectators on Monday, 
Sept. 14, 2026, at the Shimberg Sports Complex in Tampa. 
 
Players from baseball teams in Citrus Park and Town N' Country spent the evening playing 
alongside Caminero while helping raise funds for their teams. The teams earned donations for 
every hit, home run and defensive play. Both teams walked away with $2,850 from Suncoast. 
 
“Watching the excitement of these young athletes was incredible,” said Kevin Johnson, 
president and CEO of Suncoast Credit Union. “We’re grateful to Junior for helping create 
unforgettable memories while making a positive impact on local families and our communities.” 
 
Caminero joined the Rays during his MLB debut in 2023 and is now in his fourth season with the 
team. Since then, he has been named to consecutive MLB All-Star games in 2025 and 2026 
and has become one of the Rays’ most impactful players.  
 
“For these kids to meet me, it’s really special for me, and it’s another step where I want to be in 
my career,” Caminero said.  “It’s really special.” 
 
Caminero gave the young players batting tips and even stepped up to the plate on several 
occasions, sending balls soaring into the tree line as players and fans cheered. 
 
Suncoast Credit Union and the Tampa Bay Rays partner on community initiatives designed to 
support youth and families across the state. The Every Hit is a Win with Junior Caminero 
event combines that commitment with a unique opportunity for young athletes to connect with 
one of baseball’s brightest stars. 
 
Photos from the event are available HERE.  
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### 

About Suncoast Credit Union 

Suncoast Credit Union is the largest credit union in Florida, the seventh largest in the United 
States by membership and the 10th largest by assets, with more than $22 billion in assets. 
Chartered in 1934 as Hillsborough County Teachers Credit Union, Suncoast operates 98 full-
service branches and serves more than 1.5 million members statewide. As a local, community-
focused credit union, anyone who lives, works or attends school in Suncoast’s service area is 
eligible for membership. In August 2026, members of Launch Credit Union approved a merger 
with Suncoast. Launch will operate as Launch, a Branch of Suncoast Credit Union, during the 
transition period while the organizations work toward full operational integration by mid-2027. 
Guided by its "people helping people" philosophy, Suncoast is dedicated to supporting the 
communities it serves. Since 1990, the Suncoast Credit Union Foundation has raised and 
donated more than $68 million to organizations and initiatives that support the health, education 
and emotional well-being of children. For more information, visit suncoast.com or follow us on 
social media: Facebook, LinkedIn, X (formerly Twitter)  and Instagram. 
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