Will my insurance pay for my Colonoscopy?
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Insurance plans are varied.  The best source is your insurance carrier.  The surgery center will verify your benefits, however, if during the procedure changes, this can change how your insurance benefits are applied.
There are two types of Colonoscopy’s:

Diagnostic Colonoscopy:  performed based on acute symptons such as, rectal bleeding, diarrhea, constipation, weight loss, abdominal pain, anemia, etc.

Preventive (Screening) Colonoscopy:  performed for screening purposes on patients with no acute symptoms.

When contacting your insurance company, it is important to ask which type of colonoscopy is covered under your plan because benefits may vary.  In addition, insurance companies have guidelines that must be met and may define “screening” or “preventive” differently.  The reason (diagnosis) for your colonoscopy may determine the coverage.

Please be aware that the facility, physician and the anesthesiologist will each bill you for this procedure.

Most insurance companies will only cover preventive/Screening services as follows:

High Risk:  Patients with one or more of the following characteristics:

· Close family member (parent, sibling or child) diagnosed with colorectal cancer

· Family history of close family member with adenomatous colon polyps

· Family history of hereditary non-polyposis colorectal cancer

· Personal history of colon polyps, colorectal cancer, IBD, Crohn’s or Ulterative Colitis

High Risk Colonoscopy:  Screenings are usually covered by insurance companies once every 24 months if you are at high risk for cancer of the colon.

Low Risk Colonoscopy:  Screenings are usually covered by insurance carriers once every 10 years after the age of 50.

Important Note:  If your colonoscopy is scheduled for screening, (meaning you have no symptoms of your bowels) and your physician finds a polyp or tissue that has to be removed during the procedure, then this colonoscopy is no longer considered a screening procedure, it is considered a surgical procedure and your insurance benefits might change.
