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UnitingCare acknowledges the sovereignty of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the First Peoples and Custodians of the lands, waters, seas and skies of this country. We pay our respects to Elders past and present for 
their continued care for Country, traditional knowledge keeping, storytelling, bravery and welcoming.  

Internal Company 

Dates of significance to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples that we participate in, United in Reconciliation 

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER 

Mon 26 
Survival Day 
January 26 may be 
known as Australia 
Day to many people 
in this country, 
however for some 
Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
peoples it is referred 
to as Survival Day. 
This date marks the 
commencement of 
colonisation which 
has led to the 
marginalisation, 
discrimination, 
displacement and 
ongoing traumas of 
the First Peoples of 
these lands, waters 
and seas. Yet we 
have survived, and 
we are still here. 
 

 
  
 

Thu 12 – Thu 19 
Ochre Ribbon 
Week 
An Aboriginal-led 
campaign to raise 
awareness of the 
devasting impacts of 
family violence in 
Aboriginal 
communities and a 
call for action to end 
the violence. 
Aboriginal Family 
Legal Services 
information here. 
 

 
 
Fri 13 
Anniversary of the 
National Apology  
This year marks 18 
years since Kevin 
Rudd's historic 
apology to the Stolen 
Generations. This 
date is significant to 
Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
peoples in their 
healing journey 
especially those who 
are survivors of or 
hold family 
connection to the 
Stolen Generations. 
You can read the 
apology here. 
 

 
 
Wed 18 
Anniversary of 
Woodward 
Commission 
On 8 February 1973 
Gough Whitlam 
announced the 
Woodward 
Commission Inquiry 
into appropriate 
ways to recognise 
Aboriginal land rights 
in the Northern 
Territory and 
appointed Justice 
Edward Woodward 
as Land Rights 
Commissioner. 

Sun 1 
Clean Up Australia 
Day 
Caring for Country is 
a big part of 
Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
culture, simple things 
like picking up 
rubbish from your 
local beach can play 
a big part in caring 
and protecting 
Country for 
generations to come. 

 
 
Thu 19 
National Close the 
Gap Day 
Will you join us and 
advocate for health 
equity of First 
Nations peoples? 
Since 2007, National 
Close the Gap Day is 
a call to action for all 
Australians to 
advocate for equality 
and meaningful 
action to create 
better and more 
equitable health and 
socio-economic 
outcomes for 
Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. 
 

 
Sat 21 
International Day 
for Elimination of 
Racial 
Discrimination (UN)  
Sometimes known 
as ‘Harmony Day’ is 
the celebration that 
recognises our 
diversity and brings 
together Australians 
from all cultural 
backgrounds. It’s 
about inclusiveness, 
respect and a sense 
of belonging for 
everyone. 
 
   

Wed 15 
Anniversary of the 
Royal Commission 
into Aboriginal 
Deaths in Custody  
The Royal 
Commission into 
Aboriginal Deaths in 
Custody (RCIADIC) 
1987-1991, was 
established in 
response to growing 
public concerns that 
First Nations deaths 
in custody were far 
too common and 
poorly explained. 
The commission 
examined 99 deaths 
that occurred in 
custody between 
January 1980 and 
May 1989.   
 
Celebrate Diversity 
Month  
April is Diversity 
Month, a time to 
celebrate and 
recognise our unique 
backgrounds 
cultures and 
traditions. Ideas to 
experience diverse 
cultures include, 
trying new food, 
reading and art.  
 

 
 

Tue 26 
National Sorry Day 
Every year, National 
Sorry Day remembers 
and acknowledges the 
mistreatment of 
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples 
who were forcibly 
removed from their 
families and 
communities, which we 
now know as ‘The 
Stolen Generations’. 
 

 
 
Wed 27 
Anniversary of the 
1967 Referendum  
After 10 years of 
campaigning, a 
referendum on the 
recognition 
of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait 
Islander people in the 
Australian 
Constitution was held. 
Australians voted 
overwhelmingly in 
favour of amending 
the Constitution to 
allow the Australian 
Government to make 
laws for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait 
Islander people and 
include them in the 
census. 
 
Wed 27 - Wed 3  
National 
Reconciliation 
Week 
Commemorating the 
1967 Referendum 
and the Mabo 
Decision – NRW is a 
time to share story 
and immerse in First 
Nations culture. This 
week encourages 
everyone to 
participate in events, 
discussions and 
actions. The 2026 
theme will be 
launched in early 
2026. 

Wed 3 
Mabo Day 
The anniversary of 
the Mabo v 
Queensland (No 2) 

decision by the High 
Court of Australia. 
Eddie Koiki Mabo, a 
Torres Strait Islander 
man whose 
campaign for 
Indigenous land 
rights in Australia led 
to the court's 
decision that 
overturned the legal 
fiction of terra nullius. 
. 

 
 
Fri 12 
Anniversary of 
Barunga Statement 
Painted during 1988, 
the Barunga 
Statement is one of 
several significant 
painted documents 
that Aboriginal 
peoples presented 
the Government. The 
statement combines 
Aboriginal symbolism 
from Northern and 
Central Australia. 
 
LGBTQ+ Pride 
Month 
June is Pride Month, 
an annual celebration 
of the LGBTQ+ 
communities. The 
message we share is 
simple: Everyone is 
welcome at 
UnitingCare. Show 
your support – 
through actions of ally 
ship. We can 
contribute to a more 
inclusive community. 
Tips on being a good 
ally are available in 
the P&C intranet 
 

 
 

Wed 1 
Coming of the Light 
The Coming of the 
Light is a holiday 
celebrated by Torres 
Strait Islanders 
recognising the 
arrival of Christianity 
on the Islands, on 1 
July 1871.  
Happy "Coming of 
the Light" or “Keriba 
Lagaw Buiya"!  
 

 
 
Sun 5 – Sun 12 
NAIDOC Week 
NAIDOC Week is a 
chance to participate 
in the celebrations 
and learn more about 
First Nations Peoples 
here in Australia - the 
histories, cultures and 
achievements. Keep 
an eye on Viva for 
local site events.  
                         

 
 
July Anniversaries 
The Uniting Church 
Assembly and The 
Uniting Aboriginal 
and Islander 
Christian Congress 
Celebrate the 31-
year Covenant with 
First Peoples. 
The Uniting Church 
Assembly celebrate 
the anniversary to 
the Preamble to the 
Constitution.  
 

 
 

Tue 4 
National Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait 
Islander Children’s 
Day 
An initiative that 
started in 1988 
of SNAICC – 
National Voice for 
our Children. A day 
held annually and an 
opportunity to 
support Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait 
Islander children and 
learn about the 
impact and strength 
that culture, family 
and community play 
in the life of every 
Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
child. 
 

 
 
Sun 9 
International Day of 
World’s Indigenous 
Peoples 
Observed on  
August 9 each year 
to raise awareness 
and protect the 
rights of the world's 
indigenous 
population.  
This event also 
recognises the 
achievements and 
contributions that 
indigenous people 
make to improve 
world issues such 
as environmental 
protection. 
 

 
 

Wed 2 
Indigenous Literacy 
Day 
Takes place annually 
on the first 
Wednesday in Sept, 
to raise awareness 
about the 
educational struggles 
facing First Nations 
communities It is 
important to note that 
Indigenous Literacy 
Day is about more 
than just struggle. It 
is also a celebration 
of Indigenous 
culture, with an 
emphasis on the 
stories that make up 
this country’s rich 
heritage and history. 
The Indigenous 
Literacy Foundation  
focuses on instilling 
a love of reading 
from an early age. 
 

 
 
Fri 11 
R U OK? Day  
Reach out to a 
colleague or friend to 
see how they’re 
doing. If you want 
someone to yarn 
with you can contact 
13YARN for a 
culturally safe yarn.  
 
Sun 13 
Anniversary of the 
UN Declaration on 
the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples 
(UNDRIP) Adopted 
by the General 
Assembly of the 
United Nations on 13 
Sept 2007. On April 
3, 2009, Australia 
shifted its position in 
support of the 
UNDRIP. UNDRIP is 
a framework for 
better recognising 
and protecting the 
rights of Aboriginal 
and Torres 
Strait Islander 
peoples. 

Mon 26 
Grandparents Day 
'Grandfather Emu’ 
(second book, ‘How 
the Kangaroo Got 
her Pouch') is about 
the importance of 
taking time to help 
others and learning 
about the great 
dreaming spirit.  
 

 
Aunty Rhonda 
Collard-Spratt is a 
proud Yamatji-
Noongar woman and 
is also a child of the 
Stolen Generations. 

 

 
Indigenous 
Business Month 
Indigenous 
Business Month is a 
month-long 
celebration and 
showcase of 
Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
businesses, 
highlighting their 
innovation, 
excellence, 
economic 
independence and 
self-determination. 
UnitingCare Qld is in 
partnership with 
Supply Nation 
Australia’s largest 
national directory of 
Indigenous 
businesses. 

Men's Mental 
Health Awareness 
Month 
November is men's 
mental health month. 
Around one in eight 
men has a common 
mental health 
problem. 
If you, or someone 
you know, are feeling 
worried or no good, 
we encourage you to 
connect with 
13YARN on 13 92 76 
(24 hours/7 days) 
and talk with an 
Aboriginal or Torres 
Strait Islander Crisis 
Supporter. 
This is your story; 
your journey and we 
will take the time to 
listen. No shame, no 
judgement, safe 
place to yarn. We’re 
here for you. 
 

 
 
Nov  
Full Circle 
Reconciliation 
Awards 
Our Full Circle and 
Reconciliation 
Awards recognise, 
congratulate and 
celebrate the 
courageous and 
creative contributions 
our people deliver to 
those we serve in 
communities across 
Queensland and the 
Northern Territory. 
 

 

Thu 3  
International Day of 
People with a 
Disability 
We acknowledge this 
day to increase 
awareness, 
understanding and 
acceptance of 
people with disability. 
 
The First Peoples 
Disability Network 
of Australia 
is an organisation 
governed by First 
Peoples with lived 
experience of 
disability.  
 

 
 
Sat 5 
International 
Volunteer Day 
On this date we raise 
awareness of the 
importance of the 
role volunteers play 
in responding to 
challenges facing the 
world. 
 

 
 
Fri 25 
Christmas Day 
Rejoice this 
Christmas period 
and find all your 
UnitingCare’s 
Christmas Services 
and Events here. 
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